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EDITOR'S PREFACE. 

Owing to oironmBtanoeB over which I had no control, the 
reproduction of Canon Jones's work has been long delayed; 
and this renders it necessary that something more of a 
preface should be prefixed than I had originally intended. 
Of course both the Publisher and I meant the volume to 
be little more than a reproduction of a work which was 
valuable in its original form, and which had become incon- 
veniently scarce and inaccessible ; it was not to be a new 
book by a new author founded on one that was growing 
obsolete; though something was to be done towards filling 
up gaps in the original work, and bringing it up to date. 

Interesting and markworthy as the old town is in many 
respects, it is in and around the Saxon Church of St. 
Laurence that the interest especially gathers and centres; 
and it would be scarcely right to pass by unnoticed the 
mass of erudite criticism which has, since the inception of 
this present work, been directed against the current opinion 
as to the date and authorship of the Church. I refer 
particularly to Professor Baldwin Brown's volumes, and to 
the article founded thereon by the Bev. H. J. Dukinfield 
Astley. Space does not permit of anything approaching a 
satisfactory discussion of the question, even if I, "impar 
ccngreswm" could venture on a controversy with an adver- 
sary carrying such heavy guns as does Professor Brown. I 
will simply remark that he seems to have had much 
difficulty and hesitation in coming to the opinion he expresses, 
viz., that the little Church dates from the latter part of the 
10th century. He rests this view chiefly on the presence 
of probably late features, viz., pilasters and double-splayed 
windows, though he acknowledges that « Bradford-on-Avon 
appears in general character a singularly early Church." , 
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VI PHBFAOB. 

He remarks, also, ii, 336-6, that ''in Saxon history periods 
of brilliant promise are succeeded bj long eras of national 
eclipse " ; and that it is quite likely that *' the age of 
conyersion was one of such stimulns to the artistic powers 
of the people that a level of effort and achievement was 
reached which subsequent generations were not able to 
maintain." This was just the period of Wilfrid and Aldhelm, 
and they may probably have come into contract ; as Wilfrid 
withh is masons and singers is said, during his exile from 
Northumbna, to have wandered for some years about Mercia, 
whose frontier was close to Bradford. (Hodgkin, P. History 
of England, i, 194-6). By the way, the, perhaps, most 
notable of Professor Brown's late features, the long and short 
work, is not present here, though it appears at Monkwear- 
mouth, which he puts into the earliest class. But after all, are 
these doubtful architectural details sufficient to weigh in the 
balance against the testimony of William of Malmesbury, who 
lived near at hand, and knew the local traditions? If the 
Ghurch had been built only 160 years before William wrote, 
is it conceivable that the fact could have been already forgot- 
ten? It has been suggested that Aldhelm might have built 
a wooden ecclesiola, which the Danes might have burned; 
but how does that consist with the reputation of Aldhelm 
as a builder and a judge of good stone? See Aubrey for 
the tradition to that effect I Doulting, where the first 
Church was of wood, was in a woodland, not in a freestone 
country, as Bradford is. And I cannot believe that the 
Danish buccaneers ever took the laborious and bootless 
trouble of pulling down a solid stone building of this sort« 
though they might not stick at burning whatever was 
burnable. 

The Bishop of Bristol's paper on <'Pre-Norman Sculptured 
Stones/' in Miss Dryden's ''Memorials of old Wiltshire," 
incidentally gives strong support to the prevailing opinion as 
to Aldhelm's work, (which is also evidently the opinion of 
Bishop Browne himself) by pointing out the Lombardic, and 
therefore early, character of some of the sculpture in the 
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oarved stones preserved in the north porch of the little 
Chnroh. He also notes that the pattern on one of these 
stones is fonnd in a Durham mannsoript dating as early as 
Aldhelm's time. See page 161. The statement there is 
only partially correct. These sculptured stones were brought 
from Trinity Church, it is true; but we have no other 
reason to think they ever really belonged to it. They could 
hardly have done so, as we have the expert testimony of 
Bishop Browne to their extreme antiquity, unless there was 
once another Saxon Church on the site of the present partly 
Norman one. 

I should like to make a correction here in reference to 
Alveston, an appurtenance of the Manor of Bradford which 
is mentioned in Domesday Book, and the location of which 
puzzled Canon Jones. Since the body of this work was 
printed I have become satisfied that the place mentioned, 
which contained seven hides, was Alvediston, in the far 
south of the County, which certainly belonged, like Bradford, 
to the Abbey of Shaftesbury. 

It only remains for me to record my sincere thanks to 
those who have assisted me in my work, of whom one, Mr. 
Charles Septimus Adye, Architect to the Bestoration Com- 
mittee, has unhappily already passed away; but there 
remain Sir Charles Parry Hobhouse, Bart., Mrs. Alexander 
Mackay, who kindly gave me access to Canon Jones's 
unpublished MSS., and a few others. 

Thb Ghamtby, 

Bbadfobd-oh-Avon, 

May, 1907. 
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PUBLISHER-S PREFACE. 

'I M H i" 

The Pablisher has only to a4306pt all blame for delay m 
the pnblioation of this history, to apologise to those sub- 
Bcriben who were led to expect the large paper copies in 
the spring of 1906, and to ask for lenient treatment for this 
his first serious excursion into publishing. He would add 
his thanks to the Editor by whose labour of love it has 
alone been possible to publish this volume. The new matter 
is [m square brackets in italic type] . 

Bbadfobd-on-AvoNi 1907. 
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Dbsobiption of thb Goat of Abmb. 

Or, a teazle between two battle axes, blades to the 
sinister, all proper, on a chief azure an angel flying to the 
sinister, proper, vested argent orined or holding on his 
dexter arm a cloth also argent. Crest, a gudgeon proper. 
The angel is taken from one of the figures in the Saxon 
Church. " Crined '' refers to the colour of the hair. The 
teazle alludes to the woollen industry. The battle axes are 
taken from the arms of the ancient family "Hall," seen 
over the central door of the almshouses and on the badge 
of the almsmen. "Proper" means of the natural colour: 
thus the gudgeon taken from the gilt one on the bridge 
chapel, would be blueish on the back, white below, and 
with pale-red fins. 
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^HBBE are few towns in Wiltshire more interesting to 
the arobfiBologist or the student of Natural History than 
Bradford-upon-Avon. Though it has never been the scene of 
great stirring events like other places in its neighbourhood, and 
has never assumed a position of much political or perhaps even 
of social importance, there are nevertheless incidents in its 
history which invest its consideration with a more than 
ordinary charm. Its situation is beautiful, lying as it does at 
the eastern extremity of the valley of the Avon, and being 
shut in on the north and west by hills covered with vegetation 
and contributing at once to the shelter and picturesque 
appearance of the town. There is, moreover, a quaint, almost 
romantic, look about its buildings, rising one above another in 
successive ranks up the slope of the hill on the north side, that 
gives a peculiar character to the place, by no means unpleasing 
to the antiquary. In its immediate vicinity are many geo- 
logical treasures ; some of the rarest and most curious fossils 
being found in the Bradford clay [and in ths inferior oolite] . 

^The subfltanoe of this paper was read at the Annual Meeting of the 
Wilts Archsologioal and Natural History Society at Bradford, in August, 
1867. 

I take this opportunity of expressing my obligations to those friends who 
have afforded me assistance in the preparation of this paper, either by 
giving me information, or replying to enquires, or aUowing me access to 
documents. Amongst others I would especially thank Mr. J. Waylen, the 
Rev. E. Wilton, Mr. W. Merrick, Mr. 0. E. Davis, (of Bath,) and our 
•zoellent Secretary, the Bev. J. £. Jackson. W. H« J. t 
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In the ancient buildings too» one of them perhaps of a date 
anterior to the conquest,!— in the deep ecclesiastical imprint 
that may be traced everywhere, the lasting memorial of these 
five hundred years daring which the manor appertained to a 
great Beligious House, — in the mansions, one of which has 
been restored of late, and remains as a proud evidence of the 
ample means as well as the pure taste of its original builder, — 
in the manufactures, in times past the source of the wealth of 
more than one ennobled family, — ^there is abundant material 
for those who delight in tracing out the actual life and habits 
of by-gone generations, and this not simply as a matter of 
barren curiosity, but as a means, indirectly at least, of self- 
discipline and telf-imptovement. 

The parish of Bradford is situated at the north-western side 
of Wiltshire, its limits forming for some miles the boundary 
line of that county, and separating it from Somersetshire. It 
contains no less than 11,272 acres, and had, according to the 
census of 1851, 8958 inhabitants.'*' It is divided into ten 
tithings, and has within it seven churches, a new one, that of 
Christ Church, having been erected about sixteen years ago. 
All these churches were originally united in one benefice, and 
held under the Vicarage of Bradford ; indeed, for the purpose 
of the poor rate assessment, all the tithiogs are still the 
constituent parts of one parish. Since the year 1846, however, 
the various chapelries have been, for all ecclesiastical purposes, 
distinct benefices. The Bobough and Tbowlb tithings have 
been attached as a district to the Church of the Holy Trinity, 
i.e. the Parish Church ; — those of Lbigb, Woollbt, and 

t [It must be rmimnbered, here and sliewhers in thi$ volume, that U was 
vfritten after the dieeovery of the Saxon Church of St. Latorence, but before 
ite discoverer had made up his mind as to its probable date and remote 
antiquity. J.B.] 

* [The population of the Parish, as here defined, including the ten TUhings, 
has fluctuated considerably during the last 60 years, but has on the whole 
diminiehed. Jn 18S1 U amounted to 8360, in 1S91 to 8449, but in 1901 U 
is only 7726; while the population of Urban Bradford has declined during 
the last 10 years from 4967 to 4612, and that of the parishes of Trinity and 
Christchureh, including Bradford Without as well as the urban district^ 
from 6$97 to 4788.] 
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CuMBBBWBLL form the distriot of Christ Charoh ; Holt, with 
its church dedicated to Bt. Catharine, has become a distinct 
benefice ; Atwobth and Wbazhall with their two churches, 
the latter of which is dedicated to St. James, have been 
united into one benefice ; and, in like manner, Wimblbt and 
LiMFiiBT Stoks haye been joined together under one Incum- 
bent, with their churches dedicated, the one to St. Nicholas, 
the other to St. Mary the Virgin.^ 

It is the object of this paper to give a sketch of the history 
of the two first named districts; the tithings forming them 
comprising the town and its immmediate neighbourhood. The 
history of the other tithings will only be alluded to so far as 
such reference may be necessary for the purpose of illustrating 
our narrative. 

Our plan will be, first of all, to give a general history of 
Bradford from earliest times to the present, and this as far as 
possible in chronological order, interweaving with the narrative 
such materials as we have been able to collect on subjects more 
or less directly connected with it. In separate sections we 
shall afterwards lay before our readers information on several 
topics of interest and importance. 

Fbom Eabubbt Tucbs to a.d. 80. 
John Aubrey in the Preface to his Natural History of North 
Wilts describes in the following terms its probable condition in 
earliest times. " Let us imagine what kind of country this was 
in the time of the ancient Britons, by the nature of the soil, 
which is a sour, woodsere land, very natural for the production 
of otkks especially ; one may conclude that this North-Division 
was a shady, dismal wood ; and the inhabitants almost as 
salvage as the beasts, whose skins were their only raiment." 

iThe above dflwnciption of the various diTieiona of the pariah is aoourate 
for the moat part, though not perfeotly so, inasmuch as the tithings do not 
In aU oases correspond with the several ecclesiastical districts. A part of 
Winsley tithing, e^, and some small portions both of Leigh and WooUey 
as being in the town or its immediate vicinity, foi-m part of the Pariah 
Ohorah distriot. Other smaU portions of the Winsley tithing are attached 
to the district of Christ Church. ^ j 
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4 Bradford-upon-Avtm^ 

There have been Bome persons in recent days, who have come 
forward as the apologists for the old Britons, and have claimed 
for them a far greater degree of civilization than is implied in 
Aubrey's words. But all, we should suppose, are agreed that 
he is perfectly right in his opinion concerning the genertjkl 
character of this part of the cotmtry in the remote times of 
which he is speaking. No doubt it was covered with forest ; 
here and there a small portion was cleared away to a£Ford 
habitation for the native population, few comparatively in 
number, perpetually at war amongst themselves, and frequently 
shifting their abode from one locality to another. Indeed, the 
site of Bradford is, as a glance at an old map will shew at once, 
just between two large forest-ranges, the one, the Coit-mawr 
or Selwood, i,e, the <Oreat Forest' as Asser interprets the 
name, extending to the south by Wingfield, Pomeroy, Frome, 
Ac., and the other, to the north east, through Holt, Blakemore, 
Pewsham, and so on through Wilts, as far as to Braden Forest. 
It will appear more than once in the course of this paper, that 
in olden times, the woodland bore a far greater proportion than 
now to what was arable or pasture land in our parish. The 
same thing, indeed, may be observed, though of course in a 
lesser degree, by inspecting maps of comparatively modem date, 
that is, of not more than a hundred and fifty years ago. 

The question naturally arises, "Have we any traces or 
memorials in our immediate neighbourhood of these, its earliest 
inhabitants? " As yet none have been found to which we can, 
with anything like certainty, assign so great antiquity. The 
habits of our British forefathers were such, that it is hardly 
likely they would leave behind them any lasting tokens of 
themselves, except in the names of places, or in their places of 
sepulture, their cromlechs or barrows, as they are called. Our 
river stills bears its British name, — the Avon, We are at no 
great distance from some works which are undoubtedly British, 
as, for example, the Celtic burial-ground at Wellow,! and 
Stanton Drew, one of their ancient hjrpesthral temples — a 

i [Probably thi fanunu Umg-harrow ai Stony LittUton abotU H fniU 
9Wth of Welloui. J^B.] 
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By the Bev. W. H. Jones. 5 

' locus coTisecratus ' — which, to those who occupied the western 
part of the province of the BelgsB, was what Stonehenge was to 
those who lived in the eastern part.^ But within the limits of 
our parish we have discovered no remains at present of so 
distinctive a character as to warrant us in definitively 
pronouncing them to be British. In a field which forms part 
of the Belcomb estate, called Temple Field, lying on the high 
ground to the north-west of the town, there are sundry large 
stones, ranged together on the brow of a hill, in such a manner 
as may at first sight seem to warrant a conjecture, that has 
been formed, that they are vestiges of our Druidical forefathers. 
Certainly they appear to have been placed in their present 
position by design, and can hardly be accounted for by natural 
causes, such as the washing away of the soil by successive 
rains. At the same time, unless, by digging out a few feet of 
earth near some of the stones, we discover more palpable 
evidences of the site being that of an ancient burying-place, we 
must hesitate before we commit ourselves to such an opinion. 
As arohsaologists, we must be doubly sure before we venture 
upon a judgement which a little more investigation may 
overthrow, and hence, we cannot help thinking that in the case 
before us, the wiser, and certainly the safer, verdict would be, 
—"NotPrwen:* 

Pbom a.d. 80—a.d. 460. 

There is no mention either in Caesar, or in the Itinerary of 
Antoninus, or in the later work attributed to Bichard of Ciren- 
cester, of any place that at all corresponds with Bradford. We 
are in the neighbourhood of many Roman remains. They have 
been found (as is well known) in great abimdance at Bath, that 
city, having been from very early times a favourite resort for 
military commanders and other persons of rank in search either 
of pleasure or of health. They have been discovered too at 

k)ii the Btibjeot of British remains within a few miles of our town, the 
reader is referred to an interesting paper on ' Ancient Earthworks in the 
naigbbonrhood of Bath,' oommunicatad by the Bev. H. M. Scarth, M.A., to 
tho Joanui of the Bcitish Aroh«olo|ioal AaMNuation, June 1817, p. 88. 
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Box and at Warleigh. In the last named place there was a 
Roman Villa, the capital of one of its columns being still 
preserved by Mr. Skrine. In a field near Iford, the remains of 
a villa were opened in 1822, and on a hill near Stowford are 
some portions of an earthwork and camp. None of their roads, 
however, passed very near to the site of our present town 
The Via Julia, which ran through Bath to Silchester, came no 
nearer to us than Medleys,^ a cottage near Neston, so called, 
as Mr. Leman ingeniously conjectures, because half-way (quasi 
in Medio) between Bath and the Boman station of Verlucio, at 
Highfield near Bandy lane. The other great road, which ran 
from Old Sarum to Uphill, was of course at a much greater 
distance from us. The Fosse-way which crossed these two, 
running from Ischalis (Ilchester) to Durocomovium (Ciren- 
cester), came no nearer to us than Bath, through which it 
passed, intersecting at that point the Via Julia. 

We are not without some clear proofs that, during a park, at 
least, of those three centuries and a half during which they 
held Britain, the Romans were settled in this locality. They 
were accustomed to record their various conquests in a manner 
peculiarly their ovm, and admirably calculated to perpetuate 
their fame to the remotest ages. They issued large numbers of 
coins, and these were — we might almost say, still are — ^their 
gazettes, proclaiming the success of their arms and the reduc- 
tion of rebellious provinces to submission. These coins are 
found in considerable numbers in the upper part of the town, 
in what is called Budbury. 

No coin of the Roman period has been found, so far as we 
are aware, in or near Bradford, to which we could with any 
certainty assign a very early date. One or two of Antoioncs 

1" There Sb a eitigle oottftge near Neston, called Jtf«U«yt, which as the 
Boman road there divides the parishes of Ooisham end Atworth belonged 
to neither of them. It struck me that this Medleys might have been a 
Maneio on this road, and so a corruption of the Latin word ** in medUh** 
Having afterwards discovered the site of Verlucio (at Highfleld, near 
Sandy lane), this road was measured between Bath and Verlucio, and the 
distance found to be 16 miles, and this Medleys was precisely the half-way 
house between them."^M8. note by Mr. Leman, at p. 470 of Honley*s 
• Britannia Bomana,' in the Ubiaiy of the Bath Litsncy laalilaliwu 
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Pius have been discovered, about the date, that is, of a.d. 150. 
The earliest, however, that has been found in any number, is a 
small brass coin of Victobinub, who was commissioned by the 
Emperor Probus, with whom he was a great favourite, io 
subdue a revolt in Britain about a.d. 276. Several have been 
found also of Tetbigus, — of VALEMs,--and of Constamtins the 
Great, the first who assumed the imperial purple in Britain ; 
a few of Cbisfub ; several of Cabausius, the admiral of the 
Boman fleet, who secured for himself at one time an all but 
independent sovereignty in Britain ; some of Allbctus, first 
the friend, then the betrayer, of Carausius ; many of Gonstan- 
TINB Junior, and also of the Ubbs Boma coin, with the reverse 
of Bomulus and Bemus suckled by the wolf; a few of 
CioNBTANTiNOPOLis. This enumeration brings us down to the 
latter part of the fourth century.^ 
From the facts that have been thus detailed we may gather 

IThe foUowing coins, amongst others, have been sent to the writer 
within the last lew months, and have aU been found in the neighbourhood ; 
and for valuable help in deciphering the legend, &o., he is indebted to his 
friend, the Bev. H. M. Searth, of Bath. About the year 1819, a small 
silver coin of Cabausius, and a brass one of AitLXcnrs, both well preserved, 
were found in a field called * The Hams,' (close by Winsley,) which passed 
Into the hands of Mr. H. L. Tovey, whose collection of coins was sold by 
auction in 1862. 

TinoBliius. (c. A.n. 260.) Ohv. Head crowned with five spikes in 
crown. Leg, IMP VICTORINVS AVG. Bev, Female 
figure with cornucopia. Leg. PBOVIDENTIA AVGG 

Tktbxcvb. (267-272.) Obv. Head crowned as above. Leg, IMP 
TETRIOVS P F AVG. Rev, Female with a fillet in 
her hand and a child at her feet. Leg, 8ALVS AVGG 

Cabausius. (287-298.) Obv. Head of Emperor crowned. Leg. IMP 
CABAVSIVS P F AVG. Bev. Female figure. Leg 
PAX AVG. (f) much deftieed. 

GoHiTAirriKUB. (811-827.) Ohv. Head of Emperor laureated. Leg, SOLI 
. . • Magnus. INVICTO OOMITI. Bev. Male figure with radiated 
crown. Letters TB one on either side. On the exergue 
PTB {Pecunia Treviensis) ; struck at Treves. 

. . . Maximus. Obv. Head of Emperor. Leg. CONSTANT MAX 

AVG. Bev. Two foot soldiers holding each a spear and 

child and standing opposite a trophy. Leg* GLORIA 

fizsacxTva bu^Im. tap. 
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two probable inferenoes : — 

1st. That the Bomans began to visit our looality about 80 or 
90 years after the final subjugation of Britain by Claudius (a.d. 
62) ; that the period when they were most numerous here was 
from about a.d. 250 to within some thirty years of their leaving 
Britain altogether: and that about the end of the fourth 
century, they began to leave our immediate neighbourhood. 

2nd. That as most of the coins alluded to have been found in 
the upper part of the town, in what is now called Budbury, the 
Boman settlement was there. 

This spot, situated at the top of a hill, almost inacoessiUe at 
that time on the south or west, was just such an one as we 
should, from the customs of the Romans, have expected them 
io select ; and it was the nearest point to Bath, in which place, 
we know, they clustered in great numbers. There is still, in a 
field in this locality, evident appearance of earth-works, and 

Gbispus. (817-8126.) 02w. Head of CrispuB laureated. Leg. OBISPVB 

NOB OAES. Rw. An Altar sarmounied with a f^obe 
(?) iniccibed VOTIS XX. Leg, BEATA TRANQVUi- 
LITAS. In the field P.A. In the exergue PLC (Peeimia 
Lo/ndmeneit), 

Valbks. (0. 880). Ofrv. Head of Emperor. Leg. N VALEKS P 

F AVG. Beo. Female figure with banner. Leg. 8E0- 
VBITAS BEIPVBLICAE. 

Valektxnianus I. (o. 870.) Obe. Head of Emperor laureated* Leg, DN 
VALENTINIANV8 P F AVG. Beo. Victory marching. 
Leg. SE0VBITA8 REPVBLGIAE. In exergue SMAQ. 

CkmsTAiimTns Jun. (840.) Ohv. Head of Gonstantine helmoted B^. 
Altar with the word VOTIS. Leg. BEATA TRAKQVIL- 
LITAS. In the exergue PLON. 

Ang. Obv. Head of Gonstantine galeated. Bev. Altar 

with globe and three stars above, inscribed VOTIS XX. 

Jnn. O&v. Heed of a Emperor with a wreath. L«g. CON- 

8TANT JVN NOB GAES. Bw. Soldiers with trophies. 

Leg. GLORIA EXEBGITVS. A great number of these 

are found; one has on the reverse two figures of viotory. 

In addition to those, we meet very constantly with the ' Urbs Roma* coin, 

described above, and one with the Legend GONSTANTINOPOLIS and the 

head of an Emperor helmeted with a sceptre in his hand on the Obveree ; 

and on the Beverse a winged female figure with a spear in one hand and 

the other resting on a shield, having in the ezergna T.B.P, of the date 

probably of the latter part of the 4tk oentuxy. 
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By the Bev. W. H, Jones, 9 

these, a few years ago, were distineUy traceable in soroe of the 
adjoining pieces of ground, before they were portioned off as 
garden-plots, and then lerelled. The oomni(Mi name that is 
given to the field is the '*Bed and Bolster," which, if onr 
hypothesis be true, may be a homely, but certainly not alto-> 
getiier an inexpressiye, description of the **i>alhim'* and its 
corresponding ** agger " in a Boman encampment. 

Though the Bomans were in our immediate neighbourhood, 
more or less, for some 300 years, yet they have left no traces. 
except in these few particulars, behind them in Bradford, 
There is hardly, in the Borough or its vicinity, the name of a 
single place which is necessarily derived from the Latin tongue. 

/ Ebom A.D. 450--660. 

Hitherto we have been almost entirely in the region of con- 
jecture. We now come to a period to which we can with 
certainty trace our town, though even yet we have but gUmpees 
of its history. The kingdom of Wessex, which ultimately 
comprised, amongst others, the present counties of Wilts, 
Hants, and Dorset, was established, in a.d. 619, by Oerdio, 
who, after defeating the Britons in several engagements, made 
Wintan-CeasAer (or Winehester) the capital of his newly 
acquired kingdom. In the course of some 40 or 6& years his 
successors gradually extended the limits ot their dominions : 
and in the year a.d. 677, Oeawlin gained an important victory 
over three British kings at Deor-ham (Dyrham) in Gloucester- 
shire, which was followed by the surrender of the three 
important cities of Olevum (Olouoester), Corinium (Cirencester), 
and Aqua Solis (Bath). Now it is from this period {about the 
end of the sixth century) that we should be inclined to date the 
name, and periuqpe the permanaat estaUishment, of our town ; 
though still but a small and thinly populated place for many 
years afterwards. Within 60 or 60 years of this time, it is 
spdMn of as the scene of a sort of civil war, between CSenwalch, 
then King of Wessex, and some of his disaffected subjects. 
The name is pure Anglo-Saxon ; it means simply the Broad 
Ford over the Biver Avon, an anpoU«tion parfeotly intelUgibIa 
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10 Bradfori-upofi^Avon, 

to ihose wbo visit our town daring the summer months, 
espeoialiy after a long drought. Indeed, to a oomparatively 
modem date, the Ford was used for all carriages, the bridge 
having originally been much narrower than now, and probably 
only intended for foot passengers. By looking at the two sides 
of the bridge you will perceive that they are of very different 
date, and it is said that after the road is somewhat worn, you 
may dislinotly traoe the point at which the newer is joined to 
tlie older work. 

Cenwalch, of whom we have just spoken, became King of 
Wessex in the ye^x a.d. 642. He at first, we are told, refused 
to embrace Christianity. He had been married to a sister of 
Penda, King of Mercia, but no sooner did he succeed to the 
throne than he ignominiously dismissed her. Penda, to avenge 
himself for the insult offered to his sister, entered Wessex, and 
after defeating Cenwalch, chased him out of his dominions. 
The exile found an asylum in the territory of Anna, the 
virtuous king of the Bast Angles, and during his three years' 
reddenoe there, was induced to abjure heathenism. At the 
end of that time he recovered his throne by the assistance of 
his nephew Ouethred. It was, however, by no means held as 
yet on a secure tenure, for he had to contend with the disaffec- 
tion of the native population, always seeking an opportunity 
for revolt. This disaffection broke out at last into an open 
flame ; and the conflict at Bradford, in the year a.d. 652, was 
its result. It terminated in a decisive victory gained by 
Cenwalch over the Britons. This conflict, and a subsequent 
one (a few years later) at Pen, in Somersetshfare, attended with 
a similar result, seated him firmly upon his throne, and gave 
him opportunity to carry out his wishes with regard to induc- 
ing his subjects generally to follow his own example in abjuring 
heathenism. Of his own seal he had already given proof, by 
building a chorch and monastery at Winchester, the size and 
magnificence of which astonished his countrymen. The batde 
at Bradford, though but barely mentioned by the Ghronidetv, 
becomes of much interest, especially to ourselves, if thus viewed 
M a saboKdiaale link In thai chain ctf providntial ciroumstftnoea 
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by which the blessings of Christianity were conferred on the 
kingdom of Wessex. 

Fbom A.D. 700--860. 

Within some fifty years of this time the fact that Christianity 
was the religion of Wessex was brought home palpably to the 
inhabitants of this spot. For Ina, who had succeeded to the 
throne, not only granted to Aldhelm (afterwards Bishop of 
Sherborne), permission to build a monastery at Bradford, but 
also bestowed some lands for its support. The gift, at least, 
seems to imply that the manor of Bradford, in early times, 
belonged, like those of Chippenham, Corsham, Melksham, and 
others in our neighbourhood, to the kings of Wessex. Of 
Aldhelm, we are told that he was of illustrious Saxon descent.* 
From his youth he was addicted to letters, and increased his 
store of knowledge by travels both in France and Italy. For 
some time he was under the direction of M aidubh, the Scotch 
Anohorite,f who kept a kind of college at Maidulfes-Burg, 
afterwards scrftened down into Malmsbury.^ He subsequently 
became a monk of the Benedictine order, built a monastery at 
Maknsbury, and was either first or second abbot. He was also 
abbot at Frome and at Bradford, and a letter is still extant, b 
which be mentions these dignities in such a way as would seem 
to imply that he was also the founder of them both. It is an 
epistle concerning the liberty of elections granted to all 
congregations under his government. After a preface, he says, 
" Hence it is that I, Aldhelm, after having by the divine 
goodness been enthroned in the episcopal office, unworthy as I 
am, secretly resolved within myself that my monasteries of 
Malmsbury, Frome, and Bradanford over which as Abbot I long 
presided, should receive an Abbot selected by the spontaneous 
voice of my establishment. The pious determination of my 
monks opposed this my resolution ; and when I had several 
times mentioned this in assemblies of my brethren, none of 

^[B€ uppmrg to hav$ UUmgsd to the to^at family of TTmim.] 
t [For Sootch fad " IruK' tkt Sooto of thotii timm imm Jrtioikl.] 
iWffigbrt • Btofiafli. Bilts&. LItsr.' L aiB* 
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them would listea to my wishes, but said * As long as you are 
alive we will most humbly submit to the yoke of your govern- 
ment, entreating only that you will by deed secure to us, that, 
after your death, no king, no pontiff, or any authority claim 
dominion over us, except with our voluntary consent.' " He 
then makes the arrangement requested, Imd the act is confirmed 
by Eang Ina.^ 

The bishopric to which Aldhelm was appointed a.d. 705 (and 
which he held only for the short space of four years), was one 
of two sees constituted out of the old Bishopric of the West 
Saxons, in the same year. He is spoken of in the Saxon 
Chronicle as Bishop ' west of Selwood.' His see comprised 
the counties of Wilts, Dorset, Somerset, Devon, and Cornwall. 
For more than three centuries the see was continued at 
Sherborne; then it was removed, first to Wilton, — then to Old 
Sarumy^-^then to Salisbury. 

Few, bom all that we read of him, deserved more fairly to be 
canonised by the Church of Borne than Bishop Aldhelm. The 
Chroniclers bear ample witness to his life of earnestness and 
devotion. He was an elegant writer, and left several works. 
He was also an accomplished musician, and in many other 
respects an able and learned man. The name is still preserved 
in * Hilmarton,' originally written^ as indeed we find it in 
Domesday Book, — AldkelmerUme,^ [and aUo as a patronymic 
tttrnome, not very tmoommon, that of Adlam] . 

The monastery founded in Bradford by St. Aldhelm, is said 
by William of Malmsbury, to have been dedicated to St. 
Laurence. Its site was most probably near the north-east end 
of the present Church, a spot of ground there still bearing the 
name of the Abbey yard. It is just possible that a portion of 
what is now the Charity or Free School formed part ot it, for 
you can see, at a glance, that what is now the entrance to the 
School is a modern addition to a more ancient building. 
Further and more careful investigation may enable us to speak 

iThe doouBMiit is printed in the fint voluiiie of K«mhU's *Ck)dex 
IMplom.' under the year 706. 

tailMon't •Ckodea's Mtanaia,' 1 196. 
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more confidently than we wish to speak at present of the 
probable date and original purpose of this building. The 
ancient part of it, when severed from the modern additions 
with which it is hemmed in, assumes the shape of a Ohurch or 
Chapel, with its Nave, Chancel, and North Porch: and it 
stands east and west. In opening the ground immediately 
adjoining the building for drainage or other purposes, stone 
oofBns have been discovered, thus identifying the surrounding 
site as a place of sepulture. Witfiin the building, moreover, 
there are the remains of an arch just at the point where, if our 
hypothesis be true, there would be an entrance from the nave 
to the chancel. All, however, that we will venture for the 
present to say, is, that we certainly here have the remains of 
very early, possibly of pre-Norman,f work. 

Several well versed in architectural knowledge have felt no 
difficulty in pronouncing it to be one of the most ancient, and 
consequently most interesting, buildings in Wiltshire. 

From a.d. 860—960. 

During the next century, Bradford rose to be a place of some 
importance. Whether we were ever favoured with a visit from 
Alfred, that greatest of English kings, the Chroniclers do not 
tell us. He was often in our neighbourhood, and fought some 
of his most decisive battles against the Danes at no very great 
distance from this spot. This, however, we know for certain, 
that within about 60 years of his death, in 969, a great council 
of the *'Wytan" was held at Bradford, at which Dunstan, 
Abbot of Glastonbury, one of the best endowed of the religious 
houses, was appointed Bishop of Worcester. In those early 
days prelates were nominated to vacant sees by the king and 
his great council, the '* Witena-gemote." The latter body com- 
prised many of the most eminent of the clergy, and the laity 
were fairly represented by the secular members of the ipreat 

i[The author^B viewi as to the great antiquity cf this building , now 
commonly known as the Sascon Church, developed considerably subu^ 
quentJy to the ioriting of this cautious statement. See further on the 
^taiM <b.cnp«o» of tM building.] ^^ ^^^^ ^ GoOgk 
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oounoil.^ At this time, no doubt, the monastery of St 
Lanrenoe was still standing. Perhaps Donstan's eieetion in 
this plaoe to a bishoprio was accidental, but it is not a little 
remarkable when we bear in mind the great reverence that he 
had for St. Aldhelm, Amongst what William of Malmsbury 
deems his good deeds he mentions expressly this, that 250 
years after St. Aldhelm's death be disinterred his remains, 
which had been buried at Malmabury, in the chapel of St. 
Michael, built by himself, and enshrined them with great 
solemnity. 

• 

Fbom a.o. 960—1000. 

It has been supposed by some, that towards the dose of the 
tenth century, there was a Mint established at Bradford. In 
early times, the money circulated through the kingdom was 
struck at various towns to which the privilege was granted by 
the Crown, who appointed certain officers or moneyers to 
ascertain that the coins were of proper weight and that the 
king received his dues. The county of Wilts is deficient in 
reoords relating to its local mints. The only towns known, or 
oonjectored, to have had naints, are Bradford, Gricklade, 
Malmsbury, Marlborough, Sarum, and Wilton. The claim of 
Bradford rests upon an extremely slight foundation. Buding' 
mentions a coin of Bthelred II., on which ^^pears the word 
BABD, and, for want of a better locality, he supposes that 
there may have been a transposition of letters — that the word 
ought to have been BRAD, and the town possibly Bradford. 
The town was a place of some consequence in Anglo-Saxon 
times, and vuiy have had a mint ; but, in the absence of any 
corroborating evidence, it is rash to assert it upon the ground 
of a conjectural emendation of the reading of a single coin. 

We have spoken in previous pages of the little traces that 
the Britons or the Romans left behind them in the names of 
places. Not so, however, ?rith regard to the Anglo-Saxon 

iKemble't * Suums in EngUmd.' U. 231. 
S AnnaU ol th« Ooinage of Britain, iv. 400. 
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■eitlen here; — they haye left abundant tokens of their presenoe. 
There are but few names of places in our parish which are not 
to be traced to an Anglo-Saxon source. A few instances taken 
from the names of the tithings, and some of the principal 
places in the parish, will soon prove the truth of this statement. 

TbowIiB is spelt in old deeds Treowk.\\ It does not look 
unlike an abbremtion of Treow^kge, and so an equiyalent to 
Wood-leigh, a name not unknown in Wiltshire, and recently 
adopted by one of our neighbours for his house ; the Anglo- 
Saxon word for tree being treow. In like manner Bishopstrow» 
near Warminster, is clearly bi$e$opeS'trMw. 

WooLLRY in old deeds is written Wl/^lsge. Ammigst the 
holders of land, in the time of Domesday, was one Vlf, who 
possessed a hide of land (about 100 or 120 acres) in BocU-berie 
(now Budbury)^ a much larger tract of ground bearing that 
name in older times than now. It may possibly have 
embraced a portion of what is now in the WooUey Tything 
The tything itself, therefore, may perhaps hare been called 
from his name. 

LsioH and Hoia respectively denote the flat pasture land 
and the wood land part of the parish, for such is the original 
meaning of the Anglo-Saxon words. 

WmsiiBT we find written in Domesday Bock Winlr$$'leg6A 
that is, the cold or wintry Leigh. Its situation corresponds 
with its name, being upon perhaps the highest ground in the 
parish. The name of a tract of ground situated at the top of 
Grip wood (also very high ground) is still Wirider Leage, or, as 
it is sometimes spelt, Winter Leaze. 

Atwobth is in old documents written 4tan'Wurthe or Atten^ 

\\[The immediate contiguity of Trowbridge and TrowU i$ 9ugg€8tw§, 
There u atuUher tithing o/ TrowU which is included in Trowbridge^ and 
loot held bjf Brietric T,R.W.] 

ilUhttie held T.B,W. 3 virgatee in Wintreelei, and 1 in Tuderlege, aU 
which hie father had held TM.E. Wineley and Tterley lie together on the 
western side of Bradford, But bath the present author and Mr, H, P. 
Wyndham, in their respective editione of the Wiltshire DofiMMioy, identify 
Wintreslei ae well as Winiresleu with WintersloWf near Salisbury, and 
Tuderlege with Titherley, which is in Hmnpshire, but close to Winierslow, 
If this is 10, Wineley is not mentioned in Domesdmy,] 
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worthe. This may well be supposed to be derived from the 
Anglo-Saxon words, Atan-weordht that is» Oat-village; the latter 
of the Baxon words meaning a farm, manor, or estate. Oat- 
landi is not an unknown name in the parish of Bradford. It 
was the name of one of the royal residences at the dose of the 
sixteenth and the oommeneement of the seventeenth oentury. 
King James's proclamation enjoining conformity to the Book of 
Common Prayer was issned from the royal *< manor of 
Oukmdir July 16, 1604.^ 

Stoki (A.B. aide) means simply a ' place,' and here a ' village.' 
In some old documents we meet with it as Winsley-Stoke. 
The usual prefix now is Limpley. This name is not old, though 
it occurs in deeds of the latter part of the seventeenth century. 
As yet no satisfactory explanation can be given of it. 

A considerable tract of land to the north-west of the town is 
called Bbbbifibld and often contracted into Bearfield or 
Berfield, This in old de^ds is spelt as it would be in Anglo- 
Saxon Bere'feld, and this compound would be pronouuced 
B^ri-feld, (like the form first above written,) as in Anglo-Saxon 
final vowels were sounded. Now Bere signifies barley (some- 
times earn in general) and is the root of the words Beren now 
Babh, and of Bere-tiSi^n contracted in Babton, the name of the 
principal farm in Bradford; the buildings of which formed part 
of what in old documents is spoken of as the * grange ' of the 
Abbess of Shaftesbury. Bere-feld thus interpreted would mean 
com'field or arable land. 

Framk-leiqh was so called, most probably, from the fact of 
foreigners settling in that part of the parish. The term 
Francigena in olden times included every alien whether Dane 
or Norman. We have good proof of the settlement of foreign- 
ers in this locality. At Gx7Mbebwell, as we shall presently 
see, the names of those represented as holders, are clearly 
indicative of their foreign origin ; — ^they are Levenoti and Pagen. 

lG4rdweU*i Documentary Annals, ii. 60. 
t [The nam§ cf Levmwt, the hoider in Edward the Ccn/eeeof'e timet ia 
certainly 8amm (Leofnoth). BtU the authtfr himeelf came later to the 
cpmitm that CumberweU im Dotneeday meant Cempton CumberweUt a 
Htking of Compten Baeeeit.} 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



By the S&i>. W. E. Tones. 17 

In the yioinity of Frank-leigb moreover are the farms called 
**The Hays/'^ or as the word is sometimes written ''Haugh; " 
and the name of *' William le Corp de la Haghe " is often met 
with in andent deeds : this word is clearly not of Anglo-Saxon 
derivation. 

Abh-lbt is so called, no doubt, from the ash trees which once 
abonnded there. Though little esteemed now, the ash tree was 
much prized by the Anglo-Saxons. In their time of heathen- 
dom it was deemed a sacred tree, and always afterwards a 
favourite with them. As late as the time of Edward IV. it was 
used for bows, every Englishman under seventeen, being 
directed, by an act of that reign, to furnish himself with a bow 
of his own height, made of ash or witch-hazel, to save the 
great consumption of yew.^ 

BuDBUBT, or as it was anciently spelt Bode-berie, is probably 
derived from the Anglo-Saxon words bicP t.e. prayer, and burh 
a town or enclosed place. This portion of our parish which 
was, as has been already intimated, of much larger extent once 
than now, may have been so termed from the 'chapel' built 
on part of it, and which in Anglo-Saxon would have been 
called Ud-%ti«, that is, prayer-house or oratory. The word 
beads for prayers is not an unusual one. Amongst documents 
issued by Archbishop Granmer in 15S4, is one which is entitled 
*' An order taken for preaching and bidding of the beads in all 
sermons to be made within this realm."* 

1 From the French * Haye ' a * hedge ' or * endorare.* There was an offioer 
called the Hay-ward, whose duty it was to preserye ihe fences and grass of 
enclosed grounds from injury. After the ascendancy of the Danes in 
England we frequently meet with mention of the Hcdig-werde, (Ancient 
Laws and Instit. of England, i. 441.) The name and office stiU exist in 
Bradford. The appointment to it is made in Court Leet hy the Steward 
to the Lord of the Manor. [The French word * Haye * was itself of Ten- 
tonic derivation, according to SkeatJ] 

S Brand's Popular Antiquities. 41. 260, note. 

Sit has been suggested to me that if the word *bid* be taken in a 
secondary sense, to mean, that is, 'watching' instead of * prayer.' the whole 
word may mean * Watch-tower,* Its situation on the highest point of the 
hill gives some colour to the supposition, but I incline rather to the one 
suggested above. 

^Remains of Arohb. Granmer, p. 460. Parker Society edition. 
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In some ea86B we have presenred almost the exact form ol 
the Anglo-Saxon words. Michel-mead (or, as it is sometimes 
written, MucheUmead) a considerable tract of meadow land in 
the Holt Tithing close to Btarerton, is simply the Anglo- 
Baxon myceUmced, that is great Meadow. In like manner 
Tea-meadf spelt in old deeds Ee-mede and E-med, is simply 
the Anglo-Saxon ed mad, that is water meadow ; this is a 
portion of land on the banks of the riyer lying to the south of 
Bradford Wood, near Lady Down Farm. Cuher-close, 
moreover, which is the name given to a field immediately 
adjoining Barton Farm House is so termed from the Dove-cot 
that VTas formerly situated in or near it, from the Anglo-Saxon 
word ' culfre ' which signifies a ' dove ' 09 * pigeon.* 

These examples are enough to show how abundant, in the 
names of places, are the traces of the Anglo-Saxon occupation 
of our Parish. We vrill now return from our digression to the 
regular course of our narrative. 

Fbom A.D. 1000—1086. 
The last great person we spoke of as incidentally connected 
with our town was the famous Abbot of Glastonbury. We are 
next to be introduced to the head of another religious house ; 
this also being one of the best endowed in the kingdom. And 
our acquaintance with the Abbess of Shaftesbury is not to be a 
transient one like that with St. Dunstan, but one that is to last 
for more than five hundred years. Fuller tells us, in his 
Church History, that so wealtlay were these two communities, 
that the country people had a proverb that *' if the Abbot of 
Olastonbury might marry the Abbess of Shaftesbury, their heir 
would have more land than the King of England." What 
was the history of Bradford Monastery during the fifty years 
that elapsed between Dunstan's election here to the Bishopric 
of Worcester, and the commencement of the eleventh century, 
it is not easy to say. Probably the monks of St. Laurence at 
Bradford, like their brethren at Frome, (a monastery also 
founded by Aldhelm) were dispersed during the Danish wars 
which raged fiercely in this part of the country, and were 
never afterwards re-assembled. At all events we find that in 
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A.D. 1001 Ethelied materially increased the poBsesmons of the 
Abbess of Shaftesbury by bestowing upon her the Monastery 
and Vill (i.e. the Manor) of Bradford; such a gift implying 
that at this time the manor was in the hands of the king. It 
was given, to use Leland's words, *' for a reoompence of the 
murderinge of S. Edward his brother ; " of which deed, though 
it was carried out by the orders of Elfrida, Ethelred was 
supposed not to be wholly guiltless. The Charter, by which 
he granted to the Abbess this addition to her reyenues, is still 
in existence. It is to be found among the Harleian MSS. in 
the British Museiun, and has been printed both by Dugdale^ 
and Eemble.^ 

The charter is an interesting document, as it gives us an 
account not only of the specific object for which Ethelred 
bestowed Bradford upon the Abbess, but also distinctly marks 
out (insomuch that we can for the most part trace them now) 
the boundaries of the Vill and Manor, or, as we should say, the 
Parish. On the former point Ethelred states that ** he gave 
to the Church of St. Edward at Shaftesbury the monastery 
and vill of Bradeford, to be always subject to it, that therein 
might be found a safe refuge (his exact words are ''impenetra- 
bile confugium") for the nuns against the insults of the Danes, 
and a hiding-place also for the relics of the blessed martyr St. 
Edward and the rest of the saints," He expresses moreover his 
wish "that on the restoration of peace, if such were vouchsafed 
to his kingdom, the nuns should return to their ancient place, 
but, that some of the family should still remain at Bradeford if 
it be thought fit by the superior." It was indeed at an 
eventful crisis that he granted this charter. The miseries of 
his troublous reign seem to have well nigh reached their 
culminating point. Again and again had meetings of the 
Witena-gemote been held, their deliberations issxfing only in 
the fatal step of buying off with large sums of money the 
opposition of theur dreaded foe. In this very year of which we 
are speaking, the Northmen devastated Waltham, Taunton,^ 

IMonast. Angl. ii., 471. SOodex Diplom. ill. No. 706. 

* The Ghroniolfl aayg THgnlon^ Pinho and Cliaton, i.«. CHti in Devon. 
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and Clifton, and were only induced to desist from further 
ravages by the immense bribe of £24,000. 

What was precisely meant by Bradford being called 
**impenetrdbile confugium** is not very dear. Probably it was 
by no means easy of access to a large armed force, and, in the 
event of their approach, the surrounding woods would furnish 
a secure hiding-place for the members of the sisterhood. 
However, hither the Danes came, and within a few years at 
most from this time, the monastery is said to have been 
levelled with the ground. That most treacherous act of 
Ethelred, by which, on St. Brice's day, a.d. 1002, he ordered 
an indiscriminate massacre of the Danes, who, trusting to his 
promises, deemed themselves living at peace with him, 
exasperated them to madness, and they spared nothing. It is 
not improbable that either in the year lOOS, when Sweyn laid 
waste Wiltshire, or in 1013, when, at Bath, he received the 
submission of the Ealdorman Ethelmar and the rest of the 
Western Thanes, our monastery fell. After 1016, the date of 
the accession of Canute the Dane, to the throne of England, 
it was not likely that the Northmen would destroy what then 
they might fairly reckon as their own. 

On the second point, — viz,, the limits of the Manor of 
Bradford, — ^the charter is very explicit. This portion of the 
deed is not written, as the remaining parts of it are, in Latin, 
but in Anglo-Saxon, and that of a very late period and 
consequently of an impure character. We append a copy of 
it, together with a translation, side by side. Eemble's text, 
which has been adopted, is the nearest probably to the original, 
but even this, being a corrupt transcript of the Semi-Saxon 
period, presents so many difficulties, in addition to those usual 
in Anglo-Saxon boundaries, that the translation must be 
received, in several instances, only as a conjectural approxima- 
tion to the true reading. 

In the accompanying map, (Plate i.) all included within the 
dotted line represents the original manor, as described in the 
following extract from the charter. 
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^aBrest of senen pirien on First, from seven pear trees 

tS^re here wai, Se schet bM on that military way that 

ward wit$dten aooeslegle wurG shoots southward without Ao- 

&t wrindeshoU and swdanlang eeslegle^ farm out of Wrindes 

Herewines (? here-weges) t6 holt' and so along the military 

iSlfwines hlipgate; fram Sane way to ^If win's stile (2eap- 

hlipgate forS be is landsohare gate) ; from the stile forth by 

inne Auene ; swA fort$ be his balk to the ilt;on; so forth 

str^me inne byssi; sw& tippe by the stream to the Bi$s;^ 

bissy on wret ; swi onlonghes then up the Biss on the right ; 

wret tSeA it comet t6 Brisnddes so along on the right till you 

landschare sou . t . n (?sceo- come to Brisnode*s balk^ (the 



lAeees-legU turn. The original meaning of this word was Oak^s-Uigh. 
In our word a^eom (A.S. dc-eom i.e. the seed of the oak,) we have preserved 
the original spelling. By degrees Oak's-leigh was oormptod into Ox-ley, 
and now into OgBtnleoMe, the present name of the farm, It is situated in 
the Holt Tithing at the eastern extremity of the parish of Bradford, just 
where the road branches off to Melksham. These ieven pear trees, — (by the 
way, one is tempted to read wiffien, that is, withiM, instead of pirien, pear 
trees, the words being easily mistaken for one another when written in 
Anglo-Saxon characters)— were planted as landmarks, to denote the spot 
where the parishes of Bronghton, Melksham, and Bradford met. Eemble 
notices the frequency with which the withy is mentioned in describing 
boundaries in A.S. charters. (God. Dip. iii. Introd. p. xli.) 

^Wrindes hoU i.e. wood, A great part of this Tithing, as its name 
denotes, was no doubt originally wood-land. May Wrindes hoU have been 
corrupted first of all into * ButU'm HoU* and, in course of centuries, into 
'ITimff HaU*7 The situation of the last-mentioned place sufficiently 
corresponds with the description in the charter to give some ooloor to the 
supposition. [Binde, a thicket, sfnaU wood, SdlHwelL] 

8 The Biss. This river, on which Trowbridge is situated, enters the Avon 
by Lady Down Farm. The meadow at that point is oalled Bies-Moulh 
Meadow. 

ABrisQode's baik. By this word, which has not yet passed out of use in 
Wiltshire, we translate the Anglo-Saxon * landschare,* which denotes the 
ridges or other boundaries, by which one estate was divided from another. 
This land-share must be on the eastern side of Trowle common, commenc- 
ing possibly from the point where the road from Bradford to Trowbridge 
leaves the former parish. In Andrews and Dury's map (1778) the stream 
which flows into the Biss at this point is called * The Were,* and is repre. 
sented as rising near Southwiok. This may perhaps explain Camden's 
statement, that Trowbridge is situated on the Were. (Brittannia 
Gibson's edition), i. 199.) In the accompanying map, the Were is 
represented as forming the south eastern boundary of Bradford parish. 
This is not the OMe with lespeot to the|)r«Miilboandari6B, several UQ^ . 
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wyrhtan); foi9 be is land- shoe-maker's?); forth by his 

sohare inne Swinbr6ch; forS balk to Swinbrook;^ forth by 

be br6ke inne Fnmberig; it the brook to Pomeroy; out 

^urh Pumberig inne Teflef ortJ ; through Pomeroy to Tellesford; 

forts mid str6me Cat it cumet forth with the stream till you 

t6 ^Ifwerdes landimare at come to ^Ifwerd's landmark 

Wutenhdm ; tJannes of wige- at Wutenham ;^ thence from 

wen br6ke forS be Le6fwines wigeweffi brook forth by Leof- 

on the eastern side of the stream being in Trowbridge. Originally all this 
part was common land. As from time to time the common has been 
enclosed, allotments of various portions of it have been made to the 
different parishes, whose inhabitants had the right of pasturage upon it. 
In olden times, possibly the stream formed the boundary of ' the Manor.' 

iSwmbrooh. This name has now been lost. loan have little doubt 
however, that it was the original name of the brook which forms, for the 
most part, the southern boundary of Winfield (now spelt WingflM or 
Wtnkfleld^ parish. This brook rises in Pomeroy^ and flows in a South- 
eastern [? eastern] direction, tiU it empties itself into the Were. Winfield, 
in Domesday Book is written Wine-fel, Does the name of the brook give 
OS the key to the original name of the parish ? In the immediate vicinity 
are several fields that bear the name of Hook-tooods, which looks very much 
like a corruption of Hog-woods, a name stiU preserved at Hinton-Charter- 
house, about three miles from the spot in question. 

^Wutmham, This name is now lost. We meet with the name 
* Withenham,' however, in the Wilts Institutions, several presentations to 
the Church of that parish being therein recorded. The Church stood* 
most probably, half*way between Westwood Church and Farlelgh Bridge, 
at a point where four roads meet. Tradition preserves the fact of there 
having been a church there, and a separate hamlet and parish, called 
Rowley alias Withenham. In 1428, the church being dilapidated, Walter, 
Lord Hungerford obtained permission to unite ** Withenham tUias Rowley'* 
Church and parish with Farleigh. This is the reason why, to this day, 
Farleigh Hungerford parish stands partly in Somerset and partly in Wilts. 
There were two distinct manors. Withenham^ held by the Hungerfords 
under the Lord Zouche; Bowlsy, held by them under the Abbess of 
Shaftesbury. The name and manor of Rowley still survives. Captain 
Gaisford's property, called Wiltshire Park, is part of it, and a lane there is 
still called Rowley lane. Withenham was probably on the Winfield side 
of the lane, as in Domesday Book it is mentioned next to Wino-fol and 
was held by the same person. It most likely spread over that portion of 
ground which lies between the cross in the lanes, already alluded to, and 
Btowford. 

8 Wigs wen brook. There is no name at all like this, (the literal meaning 
of which is * war-chariot,') given to any brook In the direction Indicated, 
at the present time. Andrews and Duiy designate a portion of the 
stream *Iford Brook* The present boundary line of the parish of 
Westwood leaves the dver at Uoid (wfaioh is partly la Westwood and 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



By «Xm Sm>. W, H. Jcnu. 



3d 



imare innen Aoene : f oxtS be 
Auene Sat it omnet t6 Ferse- 
foi9 8e8 abbotes imare innen 
Hitford ; of Qdnne forde gyet 
be Ses abbotes imare ; eft int6 
Auene ; swo in Mr be Anene 
Sat it cnmet eft t6 Ses abbotes 
imare t6 Werl^he ; 8w4 be 
568 abbotee imare t6 iElfgires 
imare t6 Faml^he ; foi9 be is 
imare dS Sat it cumet t6 Oes 
kinges imare at Heselberi ; 
forts be See kinges imare Sat it 
cmnet td ^Ifgires imare at 
AttenwrOe ; forS be is imare 
ttet it oomet t6 Le6fwine8 
landimare at Gosehim ; of Sin 
imare t6 Ses aldremannes im- 
are at Witl6ge ; foi5 be Stone 
imare Sat it comet t6 iBIfwiges 
imare at BrootAne td Sanne 
wude Se ieraS int6 BrootAne; 
eft at seuen pirien; forS be 
iBlfn6de8 imare innen .SiSel- 



win*8 botmdary to the Avon ; 
forth by the Avon tUl you 
oome to Freshford the bound- 
ary of the Abbot in Mitford ; 
from the ford you go by the 
Abbotts boundary ; then back 
to the Avon; so on there by 
the Avon till you come to the 
Abbot's boundary at Warleigh; 
so by the Abbot's boundary to 
^Ifgar's boundary at Farleigh; 
forth by his boundary till you 
oome to the King's boundary 
at HaseUnuy;^ forth by the 
King's boundary tOl you oome 
to iEIfgar's boundary at At- 
worth; forth by by his bound- 
ary till you oome to Leofwin's 
landmark at Oar sham; from 
that boundary to the alder- 
man's boundary at WUIey; 
forth by that boundary till you 
come to iBlfwy's boundary at 
Broughton to the wood* that 



partly in Fnahford pariah) and bearing first of all to the west and then to 
the north-east, reaohes the Avon rttj near to the point where the river 
Frame empties itseli into it. In a charter of Ethebed (a-d. 987,) printed 
in Kemble's God. Dipl. iii. S89, we find Iford spelt Ig-fdrd, that is, ' island 
fordf* from whioh we may infer that there was, no doubt, a brook or rivulet 
formerly, though we have lost the trace of it. IThia ioigmom brook muai 
mmity ka«s h$m ih» JPVmns, wMcik is not httt mmtUm^ by that namsJ] 

iflsisiMiry. This is now the name of a Farm-house, with spacious 
premises, the remains of its former importance, in the parish of Box. John 
Leland was entertained there by John Bonham in 1541. Formerly there 
was a Church at Haselbury, though all traces of it have now been lost. 
The estate belongs to the Northey family. [See vol. i. p. 144, of this 
Msgasine.] The name of King'$ Down, which is in the immediate vicinity 
of Haselbury, preserves the memorial of the fact recited in the charter that 
the Grown fonnerly had possessions there. 

^Th$ WoodthatrtmiMo Broughton. Though most traces of this wood 
have diesppearad, yst there Is no dontit that the north^westem part of this 
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wines imare at Ghaldfelde ; of mns into Broughton ; again at 
his imare innen ^Ifwines im- seven^ pear trees ; forth by 
are tSe Horderes ; forS be his ^Ifnode's boundary to JEthel- 
imare innen ^Iph wines imare win's boundary at Chalfield; 
at Broct&ne ; eft intd fSe from his boundary to the 
pyrien. boundary of ^Ifwine the 

Treasurer (?); forth by his 
boundary to ^Iphwin's bound- 
ary at Broughton; back to the 
pear trees. 

It will be seen, that as far as we can trace with accuracy 
the description given in the charter of the extent of the ' vill of 
Bradford/ it includes, not only the present boundaries of the 
parish, but the parishes of Winfield, Westwood, and a part of 
what is now in the parish of Farleigh Hungerford. Of 
Westwood we may say, in passing, that, though in a different 
hundred from Bradford, and in mauy respects quite indepen- 
dent of it, it has from time immemorial been held jointly with 
Bradford. As early as 1299, in the reign of Edward I., it is 
spoken of as the 'Chapel of Westwode in the parish of 
Bradford,' one **John de Waspre" being named as *'Pa- 
tronus"; and "Bobert de Hauvyle" as, "Clericus."a It 
must have been severed from the manor of Bradford no long 
time after the date of this gift to Shaftesbury, for we find il 
bestowed on Winchester Bishopric by Queen Emma, mother 
of Edward the Confessor. 

Fboic A.D. 1001—1100. 

We have brought our narrative down to the commencement 
of the eleventh century. Then followed the most complete and 
the last conquest of England. In a few years the country 

parish was, in early times, thickly covered with wood. Several portions 
of ground in that part of Broughton still bear names which indicate this 
fact, snch as, Broughton Woods, Light Woods, d». 

ISevenpear^trus. These can hardly be the same trees already alladed 
to. These trees were no doubt planted at the point where the parishes of 
Broughton, Chalfield, and Bradford (Atworth) met. 

a Wilts Institutions, sub anno lSd9. 
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presented the eingolar speotacle of a native population with a 
foreign sovereign, a foreign hierarchy, and a foreign nobility 
Domesday Book was completed in 1086, just twenty years 
after the battle of Hastings, and that remarkable record shows 
how the oonntry had been portioned out among the captains of 
the invaders. In Bradford, however, we seem to have been 
comparatively favoured. The Abbey at Shaftesbory is still 
spoken of as possessed of Bradford ; and amongst those who 
held lands here, by military service under the King, are 
several whose names are clearly Anglo-Saxon. 

Domesday Book contains the following entries concerning 
Bradford and its dependencies. 

Under the head of Lands of the Church of Shaftesbury we 
have the following^: — 

(Ch. zii. t 8.) ** The sftine Church (Shafteflbtuy) holds Brad$/ard. It 
was assessed tii the time of King Edward at forty-two hides. Here are 
forty plough-lands {caracuUB)» Thirteen of these hides are in demesne, 
where are eight plough-lands, and nine servants, and eighteen freedmen 
fcoliberti). Thirty-six villagers (vUlani) and forty borderers (bordarii) 
occupy the other thirty-two plough-lands. There are twenty-two hog- 
keepers. Thirty-three burgesses (burgensea) pay thirty-five shillings and 
ninepenoe. And one of the holders pays seven quarts of honey. Two 
mills pay three pounds. The market pays forty-five shillings. Here is an 
arpenS (arpenna) of vines and fifty acres of meadow. The pasture is one 
mUe and three furlongs in length and three furlongs hroad. The wood is 
three quarters of a mile long and a quarter of a mile mile broad. 

I 6. " To the same manor of Bradeford belongs Alveatone.^ It was 
assessed in the time of King Edward at seven hides, besides the above 

IWyndham's Domesday Book for Wiltshire, p. 160. [Jones'i DoriMt- 
dayforYfUUMr^. p. 49, 170, 800^ 131, 139,] 

SAn Arpen was perhaps something lees than an aore. It varied in 
different districts. 

^AlveUons. It is not easy to expUdn how Alvestone was first reckoned 
M parcel of the Manor of Bradford, nor when it was severed from it. The 
exact place alluded to even may be a matter of doubt. There are two 
plaees in Gloucestershire, about ten miles from Bristol, one called Olveiton 
and the other Alveston, which till lately were held as one living, and the 
Beotory impropriate of which now belongs, as does that of Bradford, to 
the Dean and Chapter of Bristol. [This iuggettdon U inadmisiibU. At a 
later dots, in hU •' WUUhire Domesday, p. 196,** the author put forth 
another eonjectare. Brictric had a brother Alwi ; and a brother of Brietrie^ 
presumably Altoi, held Farlege (Monkton Farlsigh) as his under-tenant, in 
the time of Kmg WilUam. Canon Jones remarks, ** The name is now loi^ 
U maypoeeibly be a memorial of AUvit** tohoee manor atfjoined.] 
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mentionad forty-two hidoB. Here are six plough-lands. Fonr of the hidM 
are in demesne, where are three plongfalands. The whole of Bradeford 
with its appendages was and is valued at sixty pounds." 

There are also to be found under the head of ' Lands of Odo 
and other Thanes who hold by military service under the 
King/ several entries, whioh seem to have reference to our 
parish, though it is difficult in some instances to identify with 
anything like certainty the places alluded to. Thus, Brictric 
is said to hold one hide in TroU^; — ^Vlf one hide in Bode-berie^; 
— niuric three yard lands in WintresUe^ and one yard land in 
Tuder-lege!^: — Ulward four hides in WiniresUe. 

In iihis same record, Cumbebwbu/^ is mentioned, in Cap. 
xxyii., under the lands of Humphrey de L'Isle, the Lord also 
of Broughton and of Castle Combe. In § 6 it is said, — 

** Pagen holds Ctsmbrewelle of Humphrey. Levenot held it in the time 
of King Edward and it was assessed at four hides. Here are five plough- 
lands. Two plough-lands and a servant are in demesne. Two villagers 
and four horderers oooupy the other three plough-lands. Here are four 
aores of meadow and five acres of wood. It is valued at three pounds. 
The King has one hide of this manor in demesne where there is no land in 
tillage. And an Englishman holds half of it of the King, which is worth 
eight shillings." 

It is not easy, for many reasons, to draw any very accurate 
conclusions from these entries in Domesday Book. If we 
presume that the first extract gives us a general summary of 
the whole parish, we have returned as arable land nearly 5000 
acres, for such would be the extent of the ' forty plough-lands' 
(ca/rucata) mentioned. If Oumberwell be not included in this 
sumnuury, and as it is so specifically mentioned, it may be 
reckoned separately, there will be an addition to this estimate 
of ' five plough-lands ' more, or some 600 acres. In the former 
case there would be more than Uoo.fifikSf in the latter about 
half the land under the plough. Taking even the lesser 
calculation it gives us a large proportion of arable land in the 

1(4. This is now Tnwle ; but as part of what is io called belongs to 
Trowbridge parish, it is imposslUa to assign the hide of land held, as ahove, 
to Bradford with certainty. 

S( 5d. Oonjectoied to mean Bud-hwy. 

8|6L IPifislsy, see ahove, page 14. ^$61. 2WMg^(7) 

• Oi im t j rwiff , sea above, page X5« 
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parish, and one much above the average. It may perhaps be 
aoconnted for by the fact that it v^as Church land. For as 
Turner remarks, '* The Domesday Survey gives us some 
indications that the cultivation of the Ghlirch lands, was much 
superior to that of any other order of society. They have 
much less wood upon them, and less common of pasture ; and 
what they had appears often in smaller and more irregular 
pieces ; while their meadow was more abundant, and in more 
numerous distributions."^ 

The meadow and pasture land is reckoned at about four 
hundred acres; the wood at about one hundred and forty acres. 
The small amount of the former is perhaps accounted for by 
the fact of there being in these early times a very large 
portion of common land unenclosed and uncultivated, which is 
not included in the Domesdary reckoning. The latter caloula* 
tion may relate principally, if not entirely, to what is now 
called Bradford Wood, and does not include many pieces of 
wood-land and coppice, that even to this day remain. If so, 
Bradford Wood, which is now eeventy acres in extent, must 
formerly have been double that size, by no means an improba- 
ble supposition, as, in a survey of 1785 it is described as 
"about 105 acres," and vrithin the memory of many now living^ 
parts of it have been grubbed up and tilled. Indeed, nothing 
is more evident than that in olden times there was a much 
larger extent of wood-land than now. This is true of compar- 
atively modem days. In a schedule of lands and tenements 
leased out under the manor in the eighth year of Oharles I., 
hardly more tiian 300 years ago, there was one tenement 
described as being in " Pepitt street, near Bradford wood." 
TbB wood alluded to must have come right down almost into 
the middle of the town.^ 

1' History oi Anglo-Sazcms,* toI. U. p. 653 (8to edition, 1886.) Bee alao 
on this sabjeot Hallun*i ' Europe in the Middle Agee,' vol. iii. p. 860. 

9In 1840, the esttmated qoantity of Isnd then ooliivated m arable, 
meadow or pSBtore land, or as wood-land, or oommon land, was m 
follows:— 

Arableland i863aore6. 

Meadow or Paftore iHid 0066 „ 
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We may from the Domesday return, form a tolerable oon- 
jeoture as to the population of our parish, or manor, as it 
would have been called in these early days. Beckoning those 
named as resident at Gumberwell, and assuming, in addition 
to those specifically mentioned, a man for every mill, pasture, 
house, &o., (the plan adopted by Bickman and Turner,) we 
have enumerated in all some 175 persons in various employ- 
ments. Supposing these numbers to have reference to the 
heads of families only, and taking four as the average of a 
family, it would give us a population of about 700. Many of 
these would, of course, live near the lands which they cultiva- 
ted, so that the population of the town could hardly have been 
more than from three to four hundred at the most.^ 

Fbou A.D. 1100—1300. 

We know as yet very little of the history of Bradford for the 
two centuries immediately succeeding the Norman Conquest. 
Our neighbourhood was the scene of frequent and deadly 
conflicts, and, no doubt shared in some of the misery that 
abounded on every side during the reigns of William Bufus, 
Henry I., and Stephen. In the reign of the last named king 
it was that the sound of war was heard almost within our 
borders, for after obtaining possession of the castles of Salis- 
bury, Malmsbury, and Devizes, Stephen himself laid siege to 
the Oastle of Trowbridge, then belonging to Humphrey de 
BohuD, a partizan of the Bmpress Matilda, but retired after 
several unsuccessful attempts to take it.* The fact of a large 
Church having been built in Bradford about the middle of the 
twelfth century, would seem to imply increasing wealth and 

Wood-land 899 „ 

Common land 209 „ 

Binoe that time, however, 201 acres of oommon land have been enclosed 
and brought into cultivation. [And nnce 1840, a good deal of arabU lamd 
hoA hem converUd into pashtrBJi 

^The whole number of heads of families in Wiltshiie, according to 
Domesday, is 10,749. This, according to the calculation above, would give 
a total population of about 42,000 souls. See Turner's < AngIo*Sazonfl,' 
▼ol. iii. p. 255. [It is probably too 9mdU a muUiplier,] 

s William of Malambory's Ohxoniola, (a.o. 1189.) 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



By th» Bev. W. H. Jonai. 29 

population, and a oomparative immnnity from those desolating 
scourges with which other parts of the country were visited.. 
With reference to the Church, we will for the present only 
state, that the oldest part of it, which no doubt formed the 
original building, consists of a Chancel (about two-thirds the 
length of the present one) some 34 feet long, and a Nave a 
little more then twice the length of the Chancel^ both of them 
being of a proportionate width, built in the Norman style of 
architecture. Though the Norman features have been for the 
most part obliterated, yet in the buttresses on the south side of 
the building, and in the outlines of the old windows in the 
Chancel, and also in one part of the south wall of the Nave, 
(though the last has long since been blocked up with mason- 
ry), you can detect sufficient indications of the probable age of 
the Church. 

And yet the few glimpses that we have been able to gain of 
the state of Bradford in these early days, do not disclose a 
condition of much peace and security. In the time of Bichard 
I. (about A.D. 1190), we find the Hundred of Bradford "in 
mUericordid*' as it is was termed, — that is, placed at the mercy 
of the king and liable to a heavy ' amerciament,*^ or fine, in 
consequence of the murder of a woman named Eva within 
their boimdaries. To escape the penalty they were obliged to 
put in proof of Engleceria,^ that is, evidence that the party 
slain was of English and not foreign descent. This was in 
pursuance of a law enacted originally by Canute, in order to 

^Amerciameni, (from the French tnerei^ signifies the pecuniary punish- 
ment of an offender against the king or other lord in his court, that is 
found to be <» muericordid i,$, to have offended, and to stand at the mercy 
of the king or lord. Jacob's * Law Dictionary.' In the records of Oourt 
Leet, any one fined for any offence, is said to be * in mercff* to the amoant 
of the penalty inflicted. 

* Engleceria Angl. Englecery or Engleshire : — an old word, signifying the 
being an Englishman. Where any person was murdered he was adjudged 
to be Francigenat that is a foreigner, unless it was proved otherwise. The 
manner of proving the person killed to be an EngUshman^ was by two 
witnesses, who knew the father and mother, before the coroner. By reason 
of the great abuses and trouble that afterwards grew by it, this Englecery 
was taken away by Stat. 14 Edward m., s. 1. c. i. Jacob's 'Law 
Diotionary.' ^ t 
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put a 8t(^ to the frequent murders of the Danes, the purport 
of which was, that if an Bnglishman killed a Dane, he should 
be tried for the murder, or, if he escaped, the town or hundred 
where the deed was committed should be amerced sixty-six 
marks to the king. In the present instance, a woman named 
Agatha was charged with the murder by the father and mother 
of the deceased woman, and imprisoned at Sarum. Thence 
she subsequently escaped with other prisoners, the *'EarI 
John " haying " broken open the prison " and so liberated the 
captives.^ 

Indeed, it must have been but on a precarious tenure that, 
in these early days, the Abbess of Shaftesbury held her 
possessions in Bradford. More than once she seems to have 
been deprived of them, no doubt in order that her revenues 
might supply the need of the reigning monarch. The charters 
by which they are confirmed to the Abbess, one by Stephen 
and another by John, Kings of England, allude to a claim 
having been put forth by Emma, Abbess at the commencement 
of the twelfth century, '* in the presence of King Henry and 
his barons" to sundry possessions, amongst which were 
reckoned those "at Bradford and Budbery." And the 
expressions of the charters imply an acknowledgment of the 
justice of the claim. The charter of confirmation by King 
John was granted May 23, 1206, in the seventh year of his 
reign.^ 

^AbbreTiatio Placitomxn. *< Hundred de Bradeford in miserioordU. 
In Tilla de Bradeford fait qusadam fsdmina oooiia Eva nomine et Agatha 
fait oapta per appellnm matrie et patris moctott et inoaroerata apud 
Sarum. Et qnando Comes Johannes fregit gaolam tone evasit com aliis 
priaonibuB et nonqnam post fait visa, Engkceria fait presentata ad 
teiminom.*' The * Gomes Johannes' was, it was oonceiyed, afterwards 
King John, who during his brother Richard's absence in the Holy Land 
seised several of his castles, and sought to obtain for himself the supreme 
aathority. In this same record, from which we have just quoted, we find 
also the following entry of the same date: <*Walteras de Chaudefield 
appellavit l^ioholaum et Williebnum quod asnUiaMfunt eum in pace 
Domini Regis &o." Such records, brief as they are, do not imply an over 
peaceable state of things at Bradford in the reign of Richard I. 

•See Monastic. Anglic, ii. 432, where both these charters are given, 
One is almost a counterpart of the other. '* Sciatic noa intuitu juiliUa 
et amore Dei conoessisse simul et reddidiue Deo et Ecolesisa S. Maris et 
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A tew yean after the date of this charter, Bradford was 
honoured with a brief visit from royalty. Ever wandering 
about from place to place, as it has been said, '* like the wild 
Arab nuciu$ stare loco^"^ King John came to this town. He 
was here on the 29th and 80th August, 1216. The king had 
often been in Wiltshire before, his brother William de Longe- 
spee (the natural son of Henry II. by the < Fair Bosamond ') 
having, through his marriage with Ela, Countess of Sarum, 
obtained the Earldom and with it the ofSoe of Sheriff of the 
Oounty. At the time of the king's visit to Bradford, however, 
the Earl had thrown off his allegiance, though till within a 
very short period previously he had been among John's most 
faithful supporters.' Among the deeds signed at Bradford by 
King John is one which directs the confiscation of part of the 
EarVs possessioi^s at Hinton. It was not long that the king 
had to endure the mortification of the desertion of his brother, 
for within two months of his visit to Bradford he closed hia 
miserable and turbulent reign.' 

8. Edward! de Soaftesbiri tn dominio libera et bene poflddendaB, tenaa 
Ulaa omnes qnas in prcBsmitia regis Emtfiei et baronum ncorum Emzoa 
Abbatlsia apud EayUngu diarcUionanity^ In another place we have 
" OoneedimnB quoque hidam et dimidiam quam dedit Aiulphua camerariiu 
pro anima uxoris stuo in Bradeforda et Bud&beria,*' 

1 Bowles' * History of Lacook/ p. 106. In Hardy's ' Calendar of Close 
Bolls.' (i. 286,) there is a list of deeds, Ao., signed at Bradford by King 
John. They were abont 20 in nmnber, and some had reference to the oon- 
ilscation of the lands of those Barons and others who had revolted from 
their allegiance to him. In one he orders twenty-two shillings to be paid 
to the Prior and Monks of Farlegh "pro pisearia nostra de Gema quam de 
eis habemns ad firmam p. xxiL sol $inguUs annii eis inde reddend,'* In 
another he makes oyer certain lands^ossessed by his enemies to the Abbey 
of Romsey. 

•The Barl of Salisbnry was with the king on March 38th in this year at 
Plessey in Essex, and on the Slst receiyed favours from the king. On 
August 17th he was amongst the king's enemies, Just twelve days before 
John's visit to Bradford. (Rot. Lit. Clausar.) 

> We might perhaps infer that Bradford wm but a small place in these 
early times, from the fact that it is not mentioned among the towns in 
Wiltshire on which rates were levied (14 Henry II.) ** to marry the king's 

*I>i$rationa/oU, Daeange defines this word,—" Lltigaie, caxiiem siiam rationilnis 
oomprobare. Bora aUqnam ratiODlbiu libi vindicare." Its primitlye msanixig is to 
dUprove, In th*j charters It is used with reference to the claims sdvenoed by the 
Abbess, the effect of which went to dtaprvM the right of the Grown, and so to prom 
tbeiightof ev Abbey. In these hods. ^ . 
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Our materials are very meagre for the 56 years during whioh 
Henry III. reigned over England. It is well known that 
daring that long and disturbed reign many abuses orept in. 
The large conoessions from the Grown which the barons had 
already won, made them wish for more, and, as a natural 
oonsequenoe^ whenever they had the opportunity, they began 
to take more. So much were the royal revenues diminished 
by these encroachments, that at the commencement of the 
reign of Edward I., a commission was set on foot for the 
purpose of enquiring into all such abuses. A jury of each 
hundred and town were impanelled to enquire, amongst other 
things, what losses the Crown had sustained by tenants < in 
oapite,' whether ecclesiastics or laymen, aUenating without 
license, — or usurping the right of holding courts, and other 
Jwra BegdUa,^-or by divers exactions under the colour of law. 
lake others, our Abbess was summoned to give an account of 
the way in which she had administered the afijEurs of her 
manor at Bradford. 

Now we do not mean to say that the Abbess, our Lady of 
the Manor, claimed more than her rights, but she certainly 
took care to get no less. No doubt, up to the confirmation of 
her rights by King John, the proceeds from her manor, if 
indeed she got anything at all, must have been very precarious. 
Evidence produced before the commissioners seemed to imply 
that one king (Bichard I.) had been polite enough to relieve 
her of the trouble of managing her business matters, and with 
the trouble, no doubt, took some little share of the profit. 
However, complaint was made a.gainst the Abbess on two 
grounds ; — 

1st. That the men who lived in the suburbs of Bradford 

daughter " (k) the Duke of Saxony,— (from which union, hy the way, Is 
lineally descended the present royal family of England,)— nor among those 
from which * aid ' was taken (83 Henry II.) by the King's Justices. The 
towns mentioned in the former case are Chippenham, Melksham, Galne, 
Maknesbury, Wilton, Salisbury, Heytesbury ; in the latter, in addition to 
those already named, (and with the exception of Hey tesbury) Marlborough, 
Combe, Devizes, Bedwin, and West Combe. Madox < History of the 
Exchequer,* i. 688, 68i. [Warminster, Westbury, Trowbridge, Crichlade, 
Atnbreebury, DowrUan, art also omitted from both these lists.] 
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(so I understand the tenn **farin$eci homines'*^) used to attend 
twice a year at the Hundred Court of the King at Melksham, 
but that, in the time of King John» the Abbess Mary caused 
them to withdraw themselves from that hundred, and attached 
them to her own hundred of Bradford. 

Snd. That the Abbess had usurped rights which belonged 
to the King over the Manor of Bradford. 

On the former point the commissioners seem to have 
acquiesced in the decision of the Lady Abbess, but on the 
second an inquiry took place at Wilton. The King's attorney, 
William de Giselham, pleaded that King Bichard had exercised 
all the rights of chief lord, and put in evidence to that e£fect. 
The Abbess, through her attorney, however, demanded that 
the whole matter should be fairly tried before a jury of twelve 
men (whose names are given to us), as to whether she or the 
khig had the greater right to the manor of Bradford. The 
result was a verdict in favour of the Lady Abbess ; the cause 
was adjourned sine die^ 

Froic A.D. ISOO— 1600. 

We have now arrived at the close of the thirteenth century. 
From this period to the Beformation (but little more than two 
centuries and a half), Bradford rose gradually in prosperity, 
and consequently in importance. It may be called the era of 
the HalU^ of Bradford, for members of that family were 
more or less men of wealth and influence from this time down 

1 * FoTinsed homiM$" Jftoob (Lsw Dictionary,) defines ' Forinaeomn 
Ifoncrium' as **the manor as to that part of it which is without the town, 
and not included within the liberties of it. * Flaciia forinuca * are, in 
similar manner, pleadings in other counties. 

•Botuli Hundred, p. 236. Plaoita de quo warranto p. 797. The 
enquiry was held " apud Wylton coram Salomone de Boff' et socUs suis 
JTustio' dni ibidem itinerantibus in octab Pasche anno regni Regis Edwardi 
nono." The names of the Jury who were impanelled to try the caoie 
were ** Johannes de Staverton, Qnlielmus de Leyoester, Walterus de 
Chaudefield, Kobettus de Lusteshall, Johannes . . . . , Thomas le 
Bus, Robertns de Meyly, Bobertus Mauduit, Johannes de Perham, 
Ricardus de Hyweye, Qalfredus de Wrokeshail, et Henrious de Ceme.*' 

[> See towards tJie end of thit volurne the hUtory of the Hall Family^ 
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to the beginniog of the eighteenth eentory, the last member, 
John Hall, dying in 1711. This family may be traced back as 
early as Henry III.'s reign ; for there is in existence a copy of 
a deed^ by which Mary, Abbess of Sbaftesbnry, for the 
consideration of twenty-five marks paid to her by Agnes, relict 
of Beginald de AnlA, cedes her rights of wardship and 
marriages over their children, and Mary' was Abbess from 
1347 to 1262, i.e. from the 80th to the S6th year of King 
Henry III. In fact, there is in existence a valuable series of 
deeds relating chiefly to property held by the Hall family in 
this and the neighbouring hundreds, and extending from the 
early period we have named, down to the ISth year of Henry 
VII. They are all written out apparently by the same hand, 
probably in the troublesome times of Henry VII., when, it is 
possible, the originals were deposited somewhere for safe 
custody. A few of the originals were found, together with a 
beautiful court sword of Spanish steel, (which formed one of 
the objects of interest exhibited in the temporary Museum at 
Bradford), in Kingston House [Tlie Hall] in 1851, during the 
progress of some extensive repairs, and an account of them 
was given in our Archseologioal Journal for November 1854. 
These deeds are nearly 100 in number, and throw much light 
on matters of interest connected with our town. The names 
of the chief landowners; — of the principal inhabitants; — of the 
old streets;— of the various churches;-— of the Chantry-Priests; 
— the customs of the manor, — these are a few of the points on 
which this series of deeds gives much information. 

We have spoken of this era, commencing with the time of 
Edward I., as one of increasing prosperity for Bradford. 
There are many indications of this in the large buildings which 
were now erected. That remarkable bam, called Barton Barn 

1 The deed is called " Oharta conoesaionis quitclaim, et oonflrmacioma 
per Mariam Abbatiaa. Bhaston. facta Agneti relicto; Reginaldi de AulA et 
heredibna suia de oustodia et maritagio heredmn Reginaldi de AulA in 
manerio de Bradford." In the deed we read ** pro has conoeaaione predicta 
Agnea nobia dedit yinginti qoinque marcaa aterlingor." 

9 See the New Monasticon (under ** Sbaftbsbobt " for a liat of the 
Abbeaaea. 
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(see pL ii.), well known to architects for its Early English roof, 
80 framed from the ground as to be independent of the walls, ^ 
was certainly boilt in the earlier part of this period, t By 
whom the bam was built is a matter of doubt. Very little can 
be made out of Aubrey's observation that he saw in 1670, at 
the point of one of the gables, the hand and battle-axe, the 
well known crest of Hall. It is quite possible, moreover, that 
Aubrey's eyes may have rather deceived him, for certainly 
among the present ornaments of the gables there is not one 
that looks at all like the remnant-of the hand or battle-axe. 

To a little later date also in this period we owe the length- 
ening of our chancel, and the insertion of the large east window 
(the tracery of which has been lately restored) ; — also those 
two recessed tombs, one on the north and the other on the 
south side, the former containing the figure of a female, the 
latter of a cross-legged knight. Till lately one of these was 
completely walled up, all the label and pediment, with its 
ornamental crocketting, having been completely cut away to 
admit of the wall being flat enough to receive some large 
monuments ; the other was sadly mutilated : — ^the last-named 
one has been restored (see plate iii.), and it^is hoped that some 
day we may be able to restore the other. 

Whose tombs they are is not at all known. The only two 
knights whose names we meet with in the deeds of this period 
are Sir John de Comerwell and Sir John do Holte, the latter of 
whom was Sheriff for Wiltshire in the year 1314. The tomb 
on the north side may be that of some female benefactor to the 
church, or the founder of some one of the chapels that we now 
find existing in divers parts of the town or parish. 

We must not forget to mention, moreover, another evidence 

^ There are bams of aimilar charaotei and about the same date at Peter- 
borough and Ely, [and at Tisbury in this county.] See Parker's 
' Gloesary of Arohiteotore,' under (Boov). 

t The balance of cmihority is in favour of aome time in the flret half of 
the 14th century, though eome have thought it of rather later date. The 
jpictureaque Barton Bridge ie pretty certainly coeval with the Bam, The 
etatemeni as to the roof being independent of the walls is not correct, ^-^ , 
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of the growing prosperity of our town in these early days. In 
the year 1295 (the 23rd of Edward I.) Bradford, then called a 
' Burgus/ or Borough, was called upon to send two members 
to Parliament. The names of our representatives, which occur 
several times in the earlier part of the series of deeds to which 
we have already alluded, were Thomas Dendans (or Dering f) 
and William Wager. Though it does not appear that our 
town exercised this right more than once, it is something to 
know that the Parliament to which Bradford sent representa- 
tives was one of more than ordinary importance. In a writ of 
summons addressed with reference to this same Parliament to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, it is recited that the King of 
France " not satisfied with his treacherous invasion of 
Oascony, had prepared a mighty fleet for the purpose of 
invading England, and effacing the English language altogether 
from the face of the earth.*' By the English language the 
King meant the English nation, but what we have given, is a 
strictly literal translation of the words of the writ.^ The 
Archbishop is commanded ** in fide et dilectione " to appear in 
person at Westminster on Sunday next after the feast of St. 
Martin, ISth November, 1295, with the King and Prelates, the 
Nobles and other inhabitants of the realm, to deliberate upon, 
and ordain, in what manner the impending dangers might be 
obviated. 

Why Bradford discontinued to send members to Parliament 
we are not told, though a tolerable conjecture may be formed. 
In those early days the distinction of having representatives in 
the legislature, so far from being considered a privilege, was 
deemed a burden. The trading municipia had as yet acquired 
no weight in the national council, and all that they desired 
was to be let alone. With regard to all except chartered 
boroughs or towns which were the actual or ancient demesne 
of the Crown, it was left to the discretion of the sheriff to issue 
writs to such unincorporated places as could afford to defray 

^ Parliamentary Writs, vol. i. p. xlv. The words are •* linguam Angli- 
oanam, si oonoeptse iniquitatis proposito detestabili potestas correspondeat, 
quod DeuB avertat, omniuo de terra delere proponit." ^^ . 
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the expense of their representatives, and had a notable interest 
in the public welfare. The wages of burgesses were two 
shillings a day — a sum which at that time, when a quarter of 
wheat sold for 4s., and a sheep was considered rather high at 
Is., would be equivalent to about 16 times as much now; — and 
they were allowed a certain number of days for going and 
returning, about 35 miles being reckoned a day's journey.^ It 
was really rather a costly luxury to the good burghers of 
Bradford, and no doubt, here, as elsewhere, the necessary sum 
was raised with reluctance by men little solicitous about 
political franchise. Other towns in Wiltshire seem to have 
been of the same mind, and to have induced the sheriff to omit 
them from his list. Thus, in the 12th Edward III., the sheriff 
of Wiltshire, after returning two citizens for Salisbury, and 
burgesses for two boroughs, concludes with these words, — 
" There are no other cities or boroughs within my bailiwick ; " 
— and yet, in fact, eight other towns had sent members to 
preceding parliaments.^ 

It was no doubt during this period that churches began to 
multiply in Bradford. There is still remaining a fragment o 
the chapel on Tory — (so termed, it is conceived, because the 
highest part of the town,' from the Anglo-Saxon word Tor,^ 
which signifies a high hill or tower) — dedicated to the blessed 
Virgin Mary, just above the spring which supplies the town 

^ John HaUe and William Hore received for their Bervices, as Bnrgeflses 
of Salisbury, in Parliament for 163 days, the som of £82 128.— a sum 
equivalent now to £826 1— See Duke's ' Prolusiones HistoricsB,' p. 806. 

* See on this subject, Hallam's * Europe in the Middle Ages,' iii., 113. 

> It is to this chapel Leland alludes when he says " Ther is a chapelle on 
the highest place of the toune as I entered."— Leland entered Bradford 
from VTraxhall. His road lay through a part of Berrifield, then through 
the Gonigre, and so down by the east end of Tory and Middle Bank into 
what is now called New Town. Mason's lane, now the chief thoroughfare, 
did not then exist. As he emerged from the Gonigre his attention would 
be naturally attracted by * the chapel ' on Tory. In 1748, as appears from 
a map of the Methuen property at the time, there are represented oxHjfive 
houses on the east side, and two, which comprised the buildings connected 
with the chapel, at the west end of Tory, or Top Rank as it is called. On 
the same map * the chapel ' is called * the Hermitage.' 

* lTh$ word was probably borrowtd by the AngUhSaxons from (he Celts. 
C<mf. QlaeUniJbwry ZW, Mam STor, &c.] 
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with water.f The locality beneath it still being called Lady 
Wellt and the adjoining premises Well-Close. There is stUl 
standing the east wall with its window, and also a niche of very 
chaste design. (Plate iv.) The tracery of the window seems 
to point it out as the work of the latter part of the fifteenth or 
the beginning of the^ixteenth century, though it is by no means 
impossible that the present building may itself have been 
originally a restoration, a previous chapel having stood on the 
same spot. The churches of Wraxhall and Holt, and (to judge 
from what remains of the original church have been left) 
of Winsley, are all to be traced to this period. Aubrey, 
moreover, tells us that the chancel window of the church at 
Atworth, as he saw it, seemed to be of the date of Edward III. 

In the town, moreover, we had a chapel dedicated to, St. 
Olave, which stood at the corner of the lane leading up to 
White Hill, the street leading from that chapel to the river, or 
to Mull street, (now Mill street), being called Frog-mere street. 
By degrees St. Olave street became contracted into *t Olav 
street, and then corrupted into Tooley street, its name within 
the last seventy-five years. Since that time it has taken the 
name of the tything, and been called WooUey street. As a 
confirmation of the truth of this opinion, as to the origin of the 
name, it may be mentioned that the street in Southwark, in 
which St. Olave's church now stands, is still called Tooley 
street. 

It is probable, also, that there was a chapel dedicated to St. 
Catharine, and that it formed part of what is now called the 
Old Women's Almshouse, situated at the southern extremity 
of the town, at what used to be called Clay acre, now Clay 
farm. That there was a chapel at this spot we can have no 
doubt. Aubrey, in fact, 200 years ago, says expressly, '' A 



[t Almoit the whole of the townt except wme homes adjacent to the 
copious springs comprised under the name of Lady Well^ is now supplied 
with water from the public waterworks^ which are Jed from parings in the 
inferior oolite^ opposite Avoncliff^ a mile and a half to the westward. The 
LadyweU springs are fed from the great oolite,} 
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little beyond the bridge is a chapel and almshouse of 
ancient date." When the Charity Commissioners visited 
our town, abont 25 years ago, they elicited from some 
old people a little information respecting it, and in their 
report they state their belief that there was truth in the 
tradition that then prevailed (as it still does to the present day) 
that the chapel-bell was removed to Winsley Church. Now 
the hospital at the foot of the bridge is called, in old deeds, the 
Hospital of St. Margaret,^ and its memorial is preserved in the 
street which is still called St. Margaret street, and in Morgan's 
Hill, which, as late as 1724, was called St. Margaret's Hill. 
From the same deeds, confirmed by later documents, we find 
that the street leading from abont where is now the entrance 
to the railroad station to the Old Women's Almshouse was 
called St. Catharine street,* probably from the dedication of 
the chapel in question. In Andrews and Dury's Map of 
Wiltshire (1770), we find a spot marked as ** The Chapel,'* 
though from the way in which those words are printed, it is 
difficult to point out with exactness the precise spot indicated. 
It may be mentioned, as confirmatory of this opinion, that 
there is still the remnant of the observance of a holiday on St. 
Catharine's day. Within a few years only, cakes called cattem-^ 
cakee were made in considerable numbers and sent by the 
bakers to their customers. Many of the old people reckon 

^ By a deed dated 87 Henry VI., Philip Stone conveys to Nicholas Hall 
one aore of arable land, lying " in fine ville de Bradeford juzta granglam 
Dne Abbatiss. de Shaston ez parte oriental!,'* and which is furthered 
described as being between two pieds of land belonging to the said Nicho- 
las Hall, one of which " abuttat super le Longheggs" and the other, 
'* super viam quso ducit versus hospitale Ste Marga/rete" In the will of 
Henry Long, Esq., of Wraxhall, 1490, he bequeaths,— ** pauperibus Domtu 
BamcU UargaireU de Bradford, vis viijd." 

* The following extract is from an account of lands, Ac., belonging to the 
manor (o, 1730).~-*< Kaihariiu Strut* John Harvey holdeth by copy dated 
6th May, 1715, granted him by Hon. Ann Lady Fowlett during the lives 
of John Harvey and others, and during the widowhood of Ann relict of 
Bobert Harvey, one Cottage, Bam, and Beek Barton : the Highway east 
and Gulverclose west." This sufficiently indicates the correctness of the 
statement above, as to where 8t Catharine street lay. [For this and 
other valuable inf oimation the writer wm indebted to the late Mr. John 
Boah.] 
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their ages by the festival of this Saint. A very short time ago 
an old bed-ridden woman said to the writer of this paper in 
true Wiltshire, and, we may add, very fair Anglo-Saxon — (and 
really they are often convertible terms), — " 1*11 be vower-soore 
come Eattem-tide, and I beant yeable now to doff or don 
myself," which in modem English meant, <* I shall be four- 
score next St. Catherlne's-tide, and I am not able now to 
undress {do-off) or dress (do-on) myself." 

It is not improbable also, that there was a chapel near 
Ashleigh. There is a field still called the Church-field, 
belonging to the Misses Bailward, in which a stone coffin, still 
to be seen, was dug up, and where there have been found 
many evidences of its having been an old burial-ground. At 
Cumberwell, also, there was a chapel; it is mentioned 
expressly in the deeds by which Henry YIII. bestowed the 
Beotorial Tithes and the Advowson of the Churches and 
Chapels on the Dean and Chapter of Bristol. 

Whilst on the subject of ohapels, we may as well speak of 
the Chapel on our bridge.^ Leland, who visited our town in 
1540, speaks of the bridge, which he says, had "nine fair 
arches of stone,'* but does not allude to the chapel. There 
have been some who have thought that this was merely a 
toll-house for the collection of pontagium — a contribution for 
the maintaining or re-edifying a bridge. Aubrey, however, 
(who wrote more than 200 years ago, in the latter part of the 
17th century) says expressly, "Here is a strong and handsome 
bridge, in the midst of which is a little chapel, as at Bath, for 
masse," So that no doubt its object was to contain the image 
of the patron saint, and to receive at once the devotions and 
alms of passers-by, the latter being probably given to the 
support of the Hospital at the Bridge-foot. The ohapel itself 

^ Of this chapel on the bridge, J, 0. snd 0. BueUer in their ** Remarks 
on Wayside Chapels " say, (p. S6)— «< This little room, v^ch stiU retains 
its doorway on the footpath, and is domed over with ribbed stone-work, 
appears to have been partially altered or wholly rebuilt from the level of 
the floor. The supporting oorbels which spring from the faces of one of 
the angular piers, and overspread each other, finally terminating in a 
square platform, present perhaps on almoit une^maUed ^feoimm cf ingen^ 
ioua conttmciion" 
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is built OD tike centre pier on the eastern side of the bridge. 
(Plate V.) It is almost square in plan, and rests on some good 
and bold graduated corbelling overhanging the ' cut- water * of 
the pier. The eastern end appears to have projected still 
further into the stream so as to form a recess, for the iBgure, 
perhaps of the patron saint. [There can be no doubt that the 
presently existing building, though commonly caUed a chapel, 
was, (as the Bucklers surmised), so far at least as is above the 
level of the floor, erected since Aubrey's time, and used as a toll' 
house or as a lock-up, before the town hall was buUt. Another 
name for it is " The Blind-house," perhaps from its want of 
light. There is a similar building at the east end of the bridge 
over the Biss at Trowbridge. Hie original chapel may very 
likely have been coeval with the original bridge, two ribbed 
arches of which probably go back to the 18th century, and which 
was widened so as to admit of the passage of vehicles at a much 
later date.] Concerning the dedication of the Bridge Chapel 
we have no authentic information at present. The ** fish " 
which forms the vane at the top of the chapel is, probably, 
the old ecclesiastical emblem of our Blessed Lord — the 
ichthus,^ — ^the letters of which are the initial letters of 
other Greek words, signifying "Jesus Chbibt, the Son of 
OoD, CUB Savioub." [There was formerly a saying used 
describe euphemisPically a man who had been " in troulle '* — 
" He has been under the fish and above the water," i.e., in 
prison. It is of copper gilt, good sixteenth century work, and is 
known as the ** Bradford Gudgeon."] 

In the deeds, which have been already alluded to, we meet 
with the names of some of the Chaplain Priests. Adam Atte- 
well and John Middleton were two of them. By a deed dated 
7 Henry V. (a.d. 1420), Beginald Halle provides for the 
endowment of a chaplain to serve at the altar of St. Nicholas 
in the Church of the Holy Trinity at Bradford.* A few years 
later we find Thomas Horton founding a Chantry, and probably 

1 See Parker's QloiBAiy, under (* Vksiga Pibcib.') 
• The words of the deed are,—** Yolo quod capeUanua idoneus iuTenia- 
tur . • • ad celehrandum in EoolesiA BanctsB Trinitatis de Bxadfoid ad 
altare Sancti Nioholai pro anima mea, anima mm natiia,** fto. 
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bmlding, if not the ^hole, at least part of the north aisle of 
the church, the date of that portion of the church being 
towards the close of the fifteenth century. The fact of this 
same Thomas Horton,^ we may remark in passing, having 
been a 'merchant of the staple/ is recorded by the ' merchant's 
mark ' which may still be seen on a brass in the Church, and 
a represeniiation of which is here given. 




1 Leland visited Bradford (1588-40), and in his Itinerary, ii. 54, (printed 
in (he Wilts ArohsBologioal Mag., 1. 148,) speaks of a rich clothier named 
* BorUm* who (his words seem to imply) died no very long time before, his 
wife being yet alive. He may allude to the same person as the founder of 
the Ohantry. He dwelt, acoording to Leland, in a house built by himself 
'< at the north est part by the Chirch." He also built " a goodly large 
dkiroh hou«e §x lapid6 quadrato at the est end of the ohiroh yard witiiout 
it." I can have no doubt that the present work-shops, in what is called 
the Abbey yard, belonging to Messrs. Edmonds, formed part of Horton's 
house, the situation exactly according with Leland*s description, and 
having within unmistakable evidences of haying been formerly a dwelling 
house. The ' Church House,' which is also said to have been built by 
Horton, is still standing ; it is situated in Church street, and is now the 
property of Mr. Butterworth. [The Church House ia now the Free School, 
and is the property of the Trwieee of the School (C.S,A,)\ Both these 
buildings are of about the same date, and the similarity of their oak 
ceilings strikes you at onoe. The (]lhuroh House, which, in a map of 1748, 
I have seen distinctly marked out as the building alluded to, waa the place 
in which, before the days of rating, meetings were held for raising fonds 
for church repairs, the poor, &o. The order of these meetings seems to 
have been <* business first, pleasure afterwards,** for no sooner had they 
attended to the wants of others than they had a little care for themaelvee, 
and indulging first of all in a little good cheer, then betook themselves to 
various kinds of festivities. The memory of one of their amusements is 
still preserved in the name — (happily now it is no more than a name) — of 
the BM PU, where they used to witaess the then popular sport of buUp 
baiting. 
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Before we leave the subject of Chantries we may mention, 
that aooording to the enquiry made in the reign of Henry 
YIII., just prior to the Beformation, two Chantries are 
reported as connected with the Parish Church ; probably the 
two of whose foundation we have just given an account. They 
were each of them valued at £10 per annum, one of them 
being held by WilUam Bryd (or Birde) who was also the vicar, 
and the other by Thomas Horton^ In the time of Edward VI. 
the Chantry, which, like all others, had by the authority of 
Parliament been granted to the king, was sold by the Crown 

to EorUm, a member, no doubt, of the family of the 

original founder.' 

Feom a.d. 1600—1600. 

We have now arrived at the eve of the Beformation. [In or 
about 1532 an early Protestant, one Traywell (or Tropnellf) 
was burnt at the comer of the Shambks and St» Olave's Street 
(afterwards Tooley, and now Woolley Street), for denying the 
bodily presence of Christ in the bread and wine of the Lord's 

1 Valor EcoleBiastiotis, ii. 81. Who this Thomas Horton was it is diffl- 
colt to say, the more so aa in th« aooount given of the deductions from the 
gross value of the Chantry is the foUowing entry :—" Unde in operibus 
charitatis ex ordifwcione sua per annum !!▼> iTd/>_As the founder of the 
Chantry was a merchant, and a married man, it cannot allude to him. 
The only plausible conjectures that can be formed are, either that tho 
founder died before he drew up his ' ordinatio ' and left that task to a 
relation having the same christian name ; or that in the Valor Ecclesias- 
tious, Thomas is a mistake for James, who according to the Pedigree in 
the Visitation both for 1566 and 1628, is caUed a < priest ' and a brother of 
a Thomas Horton, and who might be living in 1536 ; both of them being 
sons of John Horton, described as of LuUington, Co. Somerset. This may 
be the James Horton, Clerk, mentioned in this Magaiine, i. 396. But all 
this is mare oonjeotuie. 

9 Augmentation Office " A. Bundle H. ii. No. 19. Immediately adjoin^ 
ing the vicarage garden, which itself is close to the church, is a large field 
caUed Chantry Field, and the house that is built on it is called Chantry 
House, Probably the land was itself originally the endowment of the 
Chantry. An older house, moreover, perhaps stood on the site of the 
present one, in which the Chantry Priests resided. [The nucleus of the 
present hatue pretty eertaMy dates from Horton* s time, and may possibly 
ham been erected by him for the abode of his Chantry priesL The name 
and other Hremutanees fmor Ms opmkm* See further on.] 
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Supper. Some say he had a companion in his sufferings^ Our 
Abbess' rule, which had lasted in all for more than 600 years, 
was to oome to a close. In 1535 the smaller monasteries were 
surrendered to King Henry YIII. Five years afterwards the 
royal exchequer was filled to overflowing by the addition of 
the estates of the larger monasteries. Shaftesbury was surrend- 
ered March 28rd, 1539» and with it, of course, went Bradford 
and its dependencies. The king, who had thus been immense- 
ly increasing some of his earthly possessions, had meanwhile 
been getting rid of others — divorcing one wife, beheading a 
second, and losing a third shortly after giving birth to a son. 
Perhaps it was a happy escape for our Wiltshire fair one, Jane 
Seymour, that she was thus early removed from her high, yet 
perilous position. The king, we are told, was inconsolable, and 
" continued in real mourning for her even all the festival of 
Christmas." Two months, however, before Christmas, he had 
offered his hand to another. 

But his queens were not the only persons who got into 
trouble with Henry VIII. A worthy Vicar of Bradford, 
William Byrde by name, fell under his Grace's high displeasure. 
He was chaplain to the Lord Hungerford. The reason alleged 
for his getting into disgrace was, that he said to one that was 
going to assist the king against the rebels in the north, — " I 
am sorry thou goest ; seest thou not how the king plucketh 
down images and abbeys every day? And if the kmg go 
thither himself, he will never come home again, nor any of all 
them which go with him ; and in truth, it were a pity he ever 
should come home again." And at another time, upon one's 
saying, — ** I ween all the world will be heretics in a little 
while,"— Byrde said,—" Dost thou marvel at that ? I tell 
thee it's no marvel, for the great master of all is a heretic, and 
such a one as there is not his like in the world." 

By the same act the Lord Hungerford was attainted. The 
crimes specified are, " that he, knowing Byrde to be a traitor, 
did entertain him in his house as his chaplain ; that he 
ordered another of his chaplains. Sir Hugh Wood, and one 

[t Corn's Ma/gna BrilUMwia, i9d.] 
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Dr. Maudlin, to use conjuring, that they might know how long 
the king should live, and whether he should be victorious over 
his enemies or not."^ 

Buoh charges as these seem to us frivolous. Perhaps, 
however, there was more in these so-called chemical experi- 
ments than appears at first sight. The king, we know, for 
years lived in fear of the Boman Catholics, and he may have 
suspected a conspiracy against his life, carried on under such a 
pretence. As far as the result was concerned, our vicar fared 
better than his patron. My Lord Hungerford lost his head, — 
WUliam Byrde only his living.' 

After Vicar Byrde's removal, the living of Bradford was held 
for some time by Thomas Morley,' suffragan Bishop of Marl- 
borough. Of Bishop Morley little is known. He held at the 
same time with Bradford, the living of East Fittleton, void also 
in 1540 by the attainder of William Byrde. He died in 1553. 

Soon after the dissolution of the monastery at Shaftesbury 
the king bestowed the prebendal Manor of Bradford, together 
with the advowson of the various churches/ on the Dean and 
Chapter of Bristol, one of the new ecclesiastical corporations 
that he created and endowed out of the proceeds of some of the 
suppressed religious houses. They still retain both the patron- 
age and the prebendal manor, t 

^ Bamet'8 * History of the Beformation,' Part i. B. iii. sub. anno lfi40. 

< There was a William Bird, * Prior of Bath/ of whom Wood (Fast. Oxon* 
1. 71.) says that he died 29 May, 1525, in poverty, having expended too 
much in "bnilding and in chenaieal experiments to which he was 
extremely addicted." He rebuilt the Church at Bath (See Gollinson's 
> Somerset,* i. 66). They cannot be the same person, as William Byrde, 
Vicar of Bradford, was not deprived tiU 1540. Wood, perhaps, has made 
soma confusion between the two, but if there were two, and both of them 
chemists, the coincidence is curious. About that period, the strange 
science of Alchemy was very popular. 

> Wilts Institutions, 1540. The appointment was made by the king, 
and is thus entered, ** Thomas Morley sedis Merlebergen. Eplsoopus 
Suffraganus per attincturam WiUielmi Byrde de alia proditione" 

^ The Churches are thus enumerated in the grant which bears date 84 
Henry VIII.—-, '*ac etiam omnes illas Beotorias et Ecolesias de Bradforde, 
Wynnesleigh, Holte, Attworth, Wiaxhall, et ComerweU,'* (fcc. All traces 
of the church at Cumberwell have been lost. 

[f The patronage is now vested in the Dean and Chapter of Salisbury 
the vicarage of Bradford having been given in exchange for fhflA of 
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The lay maoor was for a time retained by tbe Crown in its 
own hands. It was afterwards in 1570 leased out by Queen 
Elizabeth to Henry Earl of Pembroke. § In the eighteenth 
year of her reign, {anno 1676), the same queen granted 
the reversion of the manor to Sir Francis Walsingham, 
one of the principal Secretaries of State,! Sir F. Walsingham 
had one only daughter, Frances, who was married to 
Richard, fourth Earl of Glanricarde,' of the kingdom of 
Ireland, (afterwards Lord St. Alban's), and their daughter, 
Honora de Burgh, in 1633, married John Powlett, Marquis of 
Winchester.! The Earl, before the marriage, settled the Manor 
of Bradford upon the Marquis of Winchester and his heirs by 
Honora de Burgh. There were born to them, in course of 
time, four sons and three daughters. The Lord Francis 
Powlett, second son of the said Marquis, by surviving his elder 
brother, became entitled to the manor and premises, as well as 
by a settlement of the manor and lands made on him and the 
heirs of bis body, by the Marquis of Winchester in his life-time. 
The Lord Francis Powlett's daughter was married to the Bev. 
Nathan Wright, of Englefield, county Berks, second son of Sir 



OrichladM. (CSJi.)] 

[S And under /itm, apparently, in 1574, to Stephen Blanehard. The 
Earl of Pembroke was to pay £22 : 1 : 6 for the manor and lande of 
Bradford, and £4 : 6 : 8 for the mansion and land in Attoorth, The 
Bradford demesne lands included uveral large pastures whose names 
mostly sunyive, as Barton Orchard, Pound Close, Lady Down, Eye Mead, 
Mytchelmead, and portions of the great arable fields, (East Field, West 
Field, Polton Field, King's Field), No house is mentioned, except that 
of Barton Farm,] 

[t ^^ itj ^f ^ knight's fee, and a rent of £13 : 6 : 6^ in money. 
Walsingham seems to have bought out Lord Pembroke.] 

^This lady had been twice previously married, first, to Sir Philip 
Sidney, and secondly, to Elizabeth's unfortunate favourite, the Earl of 
Essex. Burke's Peerage, under, * Clanricarde.' [But query who was 
Ursula Walsingham, who in 1594 executed a leaae of property to Edward 
Long t There was an Ursula Wentworth, who married Sir Thomas Burke 
or De Burgh, brother to the 4th Earl of Clanricarde,] 

[t The Earl of Clanricarde, about 1618-16, sold off several portions of the 
estate to John Bayley alias Staunton, Edward Long, Robert Qraunt, 
Walter Earbury {Yerbury) and others,] 
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Nathan Wright, Lord Keeper, and through her he obtained the 
Manor o{ Bradford. From him it descended to his son, Mr. 
Powlett Wright, of Englefield. In the year 1774, Mr. Powlett 
Wright sold the same, except the farms called Barton Farm 
and Lady Down Farm, sundry houses and dispersed lands, 
and a right of fishing, to Paul Methuen, Bsq., of Oorsham, the 
ancestor of the present Lord Methuen, free from a Crown rent 
of £13 : 16 : 8^, with which it was chargeable, but subject to 
an annual payment of 38/-, out of the said manor to the old 
alms-house. From the Methuen family, it was obtained 
through purchase by the Hobhouse family, the representative 
of whom, the present Lord Broughton, still holds it.t It is 
still subject as before to the annual payment of £1 : 18 : to 
the alms-house. 

It is not generally known that out of the proceeds from 
Bradford there was left a sum of £10 : 12 : 7 per annum (equal 
to at least £100 now) for the establishment of a school for the 
education of our youth. The fate of this endowment is 
curious. Together with the Trowbridge fund, of still greater 
amount, it was coaxed out of Queen Elizabeth by the City of 
Salisbury, in 1659, the Mayor and Corporation of Salisbury 
urging that their city was a more convenient situation for such 
a school ; Bradford and Trowbridge, on the other hand, being 

described as " upland toivns, with scanty populations^ and a 

_««,^ ' . 

[t Note. The present Lord is Sir Charles Parry Hobhouse, Bart, of 
Monkton Farleigh, nephew of Lord Broughton ; or his son Charles E. H, 
Hobhouse, Esq., M.P,] 

1 A roogh eBtimate of the population a lew years later than this date 
(1559), may be formed, by taking the number of burials registered and 
reokoning them as averaging tioo per cent, of the whole population. This 
is, of course, a very low average, but it allows for any accidental omissions 
in the Register and gives us probably the maanmum amount. The calcu- 
lation, of course, extends only to those inhabiting the town and its 
neighbourhood, exclusive of the ehapelries, each of which had its place of 
interment. On this estimate the following results are obtained : 
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limited reaort of gentlemen and merchantB; for which reason," 
the petitioners urged, *' there was no need of such schools, nor 
any profit in good learning." The establishment was there- 
fore shifted to Salisbury, where it shared the fate which so 
often attends unpurchased favours. It was systematioaUy 
neglected, and by the year 1608 had so declined as to require 
a committee of inyestigation. Next we hear of it occupying 
some rooms at the Old Qeorge Inn, (still standing,) till it was 
driven to the CSastle Inn. The following entry, in the Corpor- 
ation Books for 1624, will show how highly the good citisens 
of Salisbury esteemed education : — " Ordered, that the school 
be shifted from the George, that it may no longer be chargeable 
and burdensome to the Corporation." The burgesses who 
voted for no school were quite willing to have plenty of play, 
and so we find the next entry to be this : — " Ordered that the 
comedians shall from henceforth have their plays at the 
Geoige." 

Through this interference of the burgesses of Salisbury, our 
upland Town was, as far as our present information extends, 
without provision for the education of its youth till the year 
1716, a period of more than 150 years. In November, 1716, 
the Bev. Nathan Wright of Englefield, in the county of Berks, 
to whom, in right of his wife, as has been already mentioned, 
the Lordship of the Manor of Bradford had descended, — " for 
the encouragement of learning and good manners within the 
parish of Bradford, demised unto William Methuen and eight 
others, the building adjoining the Churchyard of Bradford, 
commonly called the SkiM-houu, and then converted into a 
Charity School-hotise, to hold the same for the term of 1000 
years, without impeachment of waste, paying a pepper-corn 
rent, upon trust that the said Trustees should use the aforesaid 
edifice or building as a Charity School-house,*' &c. The 
building referred to, is the very andent one to which we have 

This givM an ATeng« popnlstion lor Um 60 7«art ending 1680 of from 1000 
to leOO. Tha are* of this population waa at leaat $im thausand acraa, to 
that probably not more than half the number of inhabitants lived in the 
town. Thii might fairly be deemed a ** aoanty population.*' 
[For laUr emsut nepagt j9.] 
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already alluded. (Plate ii.) It was probably need at one 
time as a Charnel-house, and henoe the name it hoTe^SkuU- 
home — at the time of its conveyanoe to Trustees for the 
purpose of being used as a Sohool-house. [Stich places were 
once common in England, and at least three still exist, at Hythe, 
at Bothwell and at Mitchel-dean. In Bretagne, Switzerland 
and some other countries, they are still very numerous.] 

[The first visitation of Wiltshire was in 1565. The only 
armigeri named as of Bradford were Hall and Sogers. Bayly 
and Bush of Stowford are also mentioned, with Morton of Iford, 
Long of Wraxail, Eyre of Chaldfield and Bewthin (?) of 
Catties.] 

A notice of Bradford would be incomplete without a few 
words on the subject of the wool-trade, in which, from an 
early period, some of its principal inhabitants were engaged. 
For many centuries, the words of Leland have been true, *- Al 
the toun of Bradeford stondith by dooth-making."^ Anyone 
Tvho has at all studied the early history of our country, must 
be well aware that, at one time, the trade in wool was of the 
greatest importance ; in fact our commerce was almost 
oonfined to the exportation of wool, the great staple commo- 
dity of England, upon which, more than any other, in its raw 
or manufactured state, our national wealth has been founded. 
So that Fuller was quite right when he said, ** Well might the 
French ambassador return * France, France, France,' reiterated 
to every petty title of the King of Spain; and our English 
' wool, wool, wool ' may counterpoise the numerous but 
inconsiderable commodities of other countries."^ 

Originally our wool was exported to Flanders ,for the most 
part, and there made into cloth. In the time of Edward III, 
however, a different plan began to be adopted. In 1331, he 
took advantage of the discontent among the merchants of 
Flanders to invite them as settlers in his dominions, and they 
brought hither some manufactures of cloth, which up to that 

1 Itinerary ii. 64. 
•Fidkr'B Worthies.' yfiXtOdn {Introduction). 
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time had been unknown in England. He thus became the 
Father of English Commerce, a title not more gloriouB, but by 
which he may perhaps olaim more of our gratitude, than as 
the hero of Crecy. From that time the occupation of a 
merchant became honorable ; immense fortunes were made, 
and in many instances nobly spent, for we owe some of our 
finest churches, best endowed schools, and other charities, to 
merchants of the staple. As the duty on wool still formed a 
principal source of the king's revenue, by an act passed in the 
27th year of his reign, certain towns were appointed as staples I 
or markets for wool, and to one or other of these all wool was 
henceforth to be taken, that there the tax on it might be duly 
collected.^ Our staple or wool-market was at Bristol. So 
profitable was the trade that some of the nobles were even 
tempted at times to engage in it. In the earlier parts of the 
16th century, we find amongst those who indulged in this 
speculation' the august names of the then Duke of Suffolk, the 
Prior of Bridlington, and Margaret pf Anjou, the spirited 
Queen of Henry VI.* 

Whether any of the Hall family, like their namesake John 
Hall, of Salisbury, were merchants of the staple, we cannot 
say, but it is not improbable. As years rolled on, they 
wondrously increased their wealth and their possessions. At 
the close of the 16th century (as appears by a deed dated 21st 
Edward lY.) Henry Hall, who then had lately succeeded to 
the estates of his father, Nicholas Hall, had lands in Bradford, 
Lye, Troll Parva, Slade, Ford, Wraxhall, Holt, Broughton, 

1 This statute, 27 Edward III. Stat. 2 (1858), provided that the Sia^U 
of wools, leather, woolfels and lead should be held at the following towns, 
— Newcastle-upon-Tyne, York, Lincoln, Norwich, Westminster, Canter- 
bury, Chichester, Winchester, Exeter, and Briitol, Before this tixne» 
Calais had been the zUnpU town to which all such commodities from 
England were exported, and where the duties of the Crown were received. 
The above nsmed statute was passed however, as the preamble sets forth, 
in consequence of " the damage which hath notoriously come as weU to 
us, and to the great men, as to our people of the realm of England, ^., 
because that the staple of wools, leather, and woolfels have been holden 
out of our said realm, and also for the great profits which should come to 
the said realm if the staple were holden within the same and not else- 
where." s Duke's ' Frolusiones Historicso,' p. 69. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



By the Bev. W. B. Jones. 51 

Marlborongh, Okebonrn Meysey, in Wilts, and at Freshford, 
Iford, Mitford, Frome, Meete, Widoombe, Portishead, and 
other plaoes in SomerBet. At all events, we know that both 
Horton and Lnoas were thriving clothiers here before the 
Beformation. And the words of Leland, already quoted, 
imply, that in the middle of the sixteenth century * cloth- 
making ' was very general here ; the means, in fact, by which 
the town was supported. And from that time to the present, 
the history of our town is little more than a record of steady 
and often suooessful pursuit of the clothing trade ; of large 
fortunes made, and frequently generously spent; in more 
instances than one, of coronets obtained by descendants of our 
wealthy manufacturers. Of some of them we shall speak 
presently ; meanwhile we must resume the regular course of 
our narrative. 

From a.d. 1600—1700. 

The seventeenth century, at which we have now arrived, 
was an important one in the history of our town. At the 
beginning of this period, we have the erection of that beautiful 
mansion, now called Kingston House, which has recently been 
so well restored by Mr. Stephen Moulton. As its history has 
been so fully elucidated in a paper contributed to the Wiltshire 
Magazine^ by our Secretary, Canon Jackson, it is unnecessary 
to say more than that it was probably built by John Hall, the 
head of the famUy at the time. For the same reason we need 
only mention that through the marriage of Elizabeth Hall (the 
heiress of another John Hall, grandson of the one who proba- 
bly built the house, and who was Sheriff of Wilts in 1670) 
with Thomas Baynton of Ghalfield,^ and the subsequent 
marriage of their daughter, Bachel Baynton, with the son of 
Evelyn, Duke of Kingston, the property came into the 
possession of that ducal family, and from that time the 
mansion has been called Kingston House. [The name King- 
ston Home was given to it by its restorer Mr. St^hen Moulton, 

^ Wilts Archaeological Magazine, i. p. 266. 

^ [This %$ doubtful. Seep. ] ^ t 
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drea 1860. It woi known for more than two centwries as The 
HaU {as had been doubtless its predecessor^ which ga/oe a 
stiimame to the family), and at the latter end of the 18th 
century as The Qreat House or The Duke's House.] The issue 
of this marriage was the second and last Duke of Kingston, 
the father having died before he came to the title. The 
second Duke married Elizabeth Ohudleigh, alias the Honor- 
able Miss Chudleigh, alias Mrs. Harvey, alia^ the Oountess of 
Bristol, a lady whose career, to say the least, was not irre* 
proachable. As they had no children, the property passed to 
the Duke's sister, Frances Pierrepoint, who married Philip, 
eldest son of Sir Philip Meadows. Their son became the first 
Lord Manvers. He sold Kingston House in 1802, to Mr. 
Thomas Divett, who, with a keener eye for profit than 
architectural beauty, used it as a store-house for wool, teasels, 
fto. In 1848, the premises were sold to Mr. Moulton, and to 
him we owe the complete restoration, in such excellent taste, 
of all that remained of the North Wilts Hall of John Hall. 

[The exterior is an exact reproduction of the original building 
most conscientiously carried through by Mr. James Long, 
builder, of Bradford. The design of the Hall is attributed to 
John of Padua, architect also of Longleat, and of the south front 
of Lyme, in Cheshire. Who John of Padua was is a little 
uncertain : some say he was an Englishman, whose real name 
was Thorpe. 

In 1606 we find the follounng names mentioned as those of 
the chief landowners in the borough of Bradford. John Hall, 
Esq., John Tewe, Gent, Thos. Beed, Vicar, Bichard Home, 
John Dmce (the tithes), and Nicholas Snell. 

In 1629 we have some interesting vahiations in a Survey of 
the Manor, Thus **Oifford Yerbury holding by copy paid 
£1 : 6 : for a messuage, chapel.*' {St. Laurence,) *'and 26 
acres of land, volume per annum £20,'* The total of copyhold 
rents was but £9 : : 2^. Barton Farm 476 acres, held on 
lease of 99 years by Lady Lucy, is valued at £240, but pays 
only £22 : 3 : yearly. This valuation seems high for the 
period. And ** there is a several fishing in the river of^ Avon 
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between Bradford Bridge and Ba/rton Bridge, in the Lord's 
hand's, for which is paid yearly six shillings."] 

Of the troublous times which ended in the death of King 
Charles I. we have several reminiscences. True throughout 
to the fortunes of the falling monarch, many of our leading 
men were obliged to compound for their estates on the 
establishment of the Commonwealth. Sib Thomas Hall, 
Enight, who at the commencement of the war had acted as 
Commissioner in Wilts for pressing men into the king's service 
was, in 1649, fined £660. He asserted on petition that he 
undertook the office of Commissioner through threats from the 
king and the Earl of Forth, and that he had used his influence 
to save his neighburs from free-quarter. This, however, did 
not exempt him from a heavy penalty. At this time, he held 
the Manor of Bradford under the Marqnis of Winchester, with 
demesnes, woods, and a watermill, altogether valued at £160 
per annum. He also had house property in Bath. 

Edwasd Yebbuby was another royalist who compounded in 
1646, his fine being £190. He belonged more especially to 
Trowbridge, but he is mentioned here because a petition was 
got up from Bradford to prove his leniency and good neigh- 
bourhood whilst exercising the office of King's Commissioner. 
The petition was signed by Paul Methwin, John Earle, George 
Godwin, George Grant, Walter' Grant, Thomas ^faltman, and 
Matthew Smith. The Yerbury family were afterwards impli- 
cated in the revolt against the Protector's government, known 
as the Penruddock rising in 1655, but contrived, — how it is 
not easy to say, — to escape the punishment that then overtook 
so many gentlemen in the south of Wilts. 

We must not omit to mention also, Michasl Tidoombb, the 
Devizes attorney, who spent the latter part of his life in this 
parish, in which he possessed some little property, and whose 
tomb is in our parish church. He first got into trouble in 
December, 1643, when the king opening an assize at Salisbury, 
indicted several of the Parliamentary Commanders, and 
amongst others the Earl of Pembroke, for high treason. It 
was Michael Tidoombe who drew out the forms of indiotmentj 
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and the Parliament never forgave him. In 1646, he had to 
pay a fine of £460 for his estates, which lay at Qreat Ashley, 
in our parish, and also at Bishops Cannings and at Devizes. 

Of two or three occurrences during the seventeenth century, 
we must make specific mention. 

The first, in point both of time and importance, was the 
introduction of a change in the manufacture of cloth, which 
exercised for many years afterwards a great influence on the 
trade, and consequently the prosperity of our town. Hitherto 
only a coarse kind of cloth, — a sort of drugget, — ^had been 
made in Bradford, but in 1669, Paul Methwin, the leading 
clothier of the time, obtained from Holland some 'spinners,' as 
they are termed, for the purpose of obtaining, through them, 
the secrets of manufacturing the finer kinds of cloth. Before, 
however, the foreigners had been long in Bradford, the 
parochial officers required a bond of indemnity in the sum of 
£100 to be entered into by Paul Methwin, lest they might 
become chargeable to the parish. The deed recites, that — 
" whereas Paul Methwin for his own proper gain and benefit 
did fetch, or was at charge to fetch or bring, out of Amsterdam 
in Holland into the parish of Bradford, one Bichard Jonson, 
otherwise Derricke Jonson, t spinner, with Hectrie his wife and 
several small children," — that, therefore, lest such persons, as 
it is intimated, was not unlikely, should become a burden on 
the inhabitants of the parish, the churchwardens and overseers 
for the time being.^ thought it right to require security from 
Paul Methwin in the sum above-mentioned, that he would — 
" from time to time, and at all times hereafter clearly acquit, 
save harmless, defend and keep the inhabitants of the said 
parish for ever free, and discharged from all manner of trouble, 
expense, costs, charges, and damages whatsoever that they 
may be put unto, or charged with, by the said Bichard Jonson, 



^Tha Churchwardens were John Smith and Walter Perry; the Overseen 
John Orooke, Augustine Perry, and Bichard Baylie. 

t IThe name of Derrick survives in Bradford*] 
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&o.» for and towards the maintenanoe and breeding up of them 
or any of them."^ 

The name of the place in which these men from Holland 
lived, is still called the '* Dutch Barton : "^ it is situated at the 
west end of Church street, on the right hand side of the 
passage leading to the Abbey yard. The house at the corner^ 
and the large adjoining malthouse occupy the site on which 
stood, formerly, some of the cottages in which the foreigners 
Uved. Memorials of their residence amongst us are often found 
in those Flemish or Ntiremburg Tokem, as they are called, a 
kind of spurious coin, which they brought with them from their 
native country, and specimens of which are very abundant. 

Whilst speaking of coins, we may allude to the issue of 

^ I have searohed in vain for the original of thia deed in the Parish 
Ohest. I was indebted for the loan of a copy of it to the late Mr. John 
Bosh. In looking for this deed, however, I met with another of precisely 
similar character, dated a few years later (1674), and endorsed, — *' Mr. 
Wm. Brewer his bond of £100 to save harmless the Parish of Bradford 
against the DtUchmen.*' — The deed recites that *< whereas att the desire 
and request of the said William Brewer of Trowbridge, and for his benefitt 
and profit in his trade of a clothier, three straongers called by the names 
of Adolfe, Gregorins, and Jone, Dutchmen by nation, or of Powland, are 
sofiered and permitted to abide in the parish of Bradford as workmen to 
the said William Brewer," Ac., that, therefore, a bond has been taken 
from him to hold the parish harmless in the event of any of them or their 
families becoming *'for or by reason of poverty, sickness, lameness, or 
impotencie " chargeable to it. The 'William Brewer,' above alluded to, is 
spoken of by Aubrey (< Natural History of Wilts,' p. ii. ch. zii.)— " Now 
(temp. Jacobi ii.) Mr. Brewer of Trowbridge driveth the greatest trade for 
medleys of any doathier in England." [This dsed aho has disappearedt 
Mr. Adye having ssarehedfar it in vain,] 

a In the year 1721 a resolution was passed in Vestry to purchase from 
Anthony Methuen, Esq., a portion of the < Dutch Barton ' for a Parish 
Workhouse. Before that time there was nothing but * otU door ' relief 
The Poor-house, as it was called, was afterwards removed to a spot dose 
to the present railway station, the Vestry having resolved 25 June, 1764, 
' to hire and take the houses oidled * the Catch * for the purpose of a Work- 
house.* The premises were afterwards taken down for the construction of 
the railway, and the Workhouse removed to Avondifi. In an account o 
lands and tenements belonging to the Prebendsl Manor of Bradford in 
1767 the premises are still described as ** A house caUed * The Catch.' " 
Of the meaning of this term, I oan, at yet, offer no satisfactory explana- 
tion. 

* [How the Constfvatim Chih,^ 
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Bradford Tokens which was made daring this oentnry by 
many of the inhabitants of the town, employed in trade of one 
kind or other. During the Commonwealth and the reign of 
Charles II. the practice became prevalent of tradesmen 
issuing their own half-pennies and farthings. The want of 
small change had long been felt as an inconvenience, so that 
in the language of several petitioners to Parliament the poor 
man often '* lost his penny/' an expression which, whatever 
may have been its precise signification, implied great inconve- 
nience. Mr. J. Y. Akerman^ has drawn up a list of the 
several tokens issued in Wiltshire, and amongst them, of 
course, those belonging to Bradford. He gives us the 
following list, of the first two of which we give drawings. 
Specimens of most of them are not uncommon in Bradford. 

(1). Obverse. PAULE . METHWIN, and three muUets. 
A coat of arms. Crest, a cross. Befoerse. IN . BBADFOBD, 
and two mullets. In the field a cross between the letters 
P.M. 




(2). Ohverte. JOHN . COOKE . AND . JOSHUA . PAB- 
BAND . a cross. In the field a lion rampant. Beverse, OF . 
BBADFOBD . THBIB . HALF-PENY . and a mullet. In 
the field, three bugle horns. 




1 List of Tokens issued by Wiltshize Tradesmen in the 17th century. 
London, 1846. 
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(3). Obv. DANIEL . DEYEBBEL . and a oinqaefoil. A 
r^al orown of the period. Bev, IN . BBADEOBD . 1663 . 
and a cinquefoil. In the field D. D. four pellets, and two 
oinqQefoils. 

(4). Obv. JOHN . GOOEE . a cinquefoil, 1666, and 
another oinqaefoil. In the field, HIS . HALF-PENT . a 
cinquefoil, and two pellets. Bev, OF . BBADFOBD . Two 
oinquefoils and a mullet. In the field, two cinquefoils, the 
stems interlaced ; between them the letters I. M. G. 

(5). Obv. WILLIAM . BAILY . MEBGEB and a quatre- 
foil. In the field, the bust of an ancient queen, like that on 
the shield of the Mercers' Gompany. B&o. IN . BBADFOBD . 
1668 . and three cinquefoils. In the field, a horse's head^ 
couped bridled between the letters W. B. 

(6). Obv. THOMAS . IBBOTSON . and three muUets. 
In the field, HIS . HALF-PENNT . and six pellets. Bev. 
MEBGEB . IN . BBADFOBD. Three flowers, the stems 
twisted in a knot, between the letters T. I. 

(7). Obv. WILLIAM . CHANDLEB . and a mullet. The 
Grocers' arms. Bev. IN . BBADFOBD . 16 . . . In the 
field, W. G. and two cinquefoils. 

(8). Obv. lAGOB . ELBEE . OF . and four cinquefoils. 
In the field, two tobacco pipes crossed, saltier-wise. Bev, 
BBADFOBD . 1666 . two cinquefoils and a mullet. In the 
field, I. E. three cinquefoils and four pellets. 

(9) Obv. JOHN PBESTON, OF. A shield of arms. 
Bev. BBADFOBD 1666 and a cinquefoil. In the field, HIS 
HALF-PENT, and a cinquefoil between two pellets. 

(10). Obv. JOHN GAOB, OF. The bust of an ancient 
queen, like that on the shield of the Mercers' Gompany. Bev. 
BBADFOBD 1649, a mullet, and two pellets. In the field, 
the letters I. G. divided by a pellet. 

It was, moreover, during the period that we are now 
considering [about 1670] that we had a visit from our old 

1 Bally of Stowford and of Staverton, had three hones* heads for their 
arms. Bee ooat over door of mansion house, near Staverton Ohuroh. 
[ Sh oho BaUi^i MamimmU in the north auk qf TrinUy Okunk} . 
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friendi John Aabrey. He had at this time (to nse his own 
expression) his ' Bssi^y towards the Natural History of Wilts ' 
'^tfpon the loom" and certainly his wits must have been loooZ 
gathering when he came into this neighbourhood. His notice 
of our town is most meagre, and abounds with good intentions, 
which, like many others, were never carried into effect. Thus, 
for instance, he says of the Parish Ohurch, — " Mr. T. G [ore] ^ 
assures me that in the Church here is nothing of antiquities to 
be found," and so, trusting implicitly to the word of his friend, 
Aubrey did not himself take the trouble of looking into it. He 
speaks, moreover, of a large house in Pippet street, which is 
still standing, — '< In this towne is a faure old built house of the 
family of Bogers' of Oannington; here are many old escut- 
cheons (which see) ; now it is the seat of Mr. Methwyn" the 
doathier." However, so far as any record of the house, as it 
then was, is concerned, Aubrey, if he even did visit it, might 
as well have staid away, for he says not a syllable about it. 
He adds further, *' On the top of the North Hill above Mr. 
Methwyn's is the finest hermitage^ I have seen in England : 

1 This WM Thomas Qore, Esq., of Alderton, a great Mend and neighbour 
of Aubrey*!, to whom, on subjects, especially of heraldry or genealogy, he 
perpetually referred. Bee an account of him in Wilts Archeolo^cal 
Magazine, vol. iv. p. 107. 

* Bogers of Oannington.— This was a junior branch of the family of 
Bogers of Bradford, the first of whom, Sir Edward Bogers of Oannington, 
in Somerset, was Comptroller of the Household to Queen Elisabeth, and 
a Member of the Privy Oonnoil. Thomas Bogers of Bradford, was a 
Serjeant-at-Law, 14T8, and married one of the heiresses of William Besil 
of Bradford ; the other heiress, Margaret, being married to Nicholas Hall. 
The ultimate heiress of the elder branch of the Bogers family, vis., 
Dorothy, daughter of Anthony Bogers, married Sir John HaU, Knt., of 
Bradford (ciro. 1670). Arms of Bogers, Arg. a oheYron between three 
stsgs courant sab. 

'This house is stiU commonly oaUed by the older inhabitants 
' Mstfctoifu,' and they pronounce It as though it were spelt * MethSm.* 
Within the last few years the name of * 2E%s Priory ' has been chosen for 
it. As there is no trace of the house ever having been used, in olden 
times, for say religious society, it is to be regretted that a name has been 
adopted which after a few years might be oalculated to mislead enquirers* 
[The houu now helong$ to Mrs, CoUeti] . 

^Tha HermUage, Aubrey here aUudss to the * Tory CkapU' whioh we 
hava deioribed In pigs 17. 
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Beveral rooms and very neat ohapel of good free-stone. This 
high hill is rook and gravel, faces tha south and south-west ; 
therefore is the best site for a vineyard of any place I know ; 
better in England cannot be," On the same subject in his 
' Natural History of Wilts/ he says (oh. ix.) '' Elders grow 
everywhere. At Bradford all the side of the high hill, which 
faces the south, above Mr. Paul Methwin's house, is covered 
with them. I fancy that that pent might be turned to bettor 
profit, for it is situated as well for a vineyard as any place can 
be, and is on a rocky gravelly ground. The apothecaries well 
know the use of the berries, and so doe the vintners, who buy 
vast quantities of them in London, and some doe make no 
inconsiderable profit by the sale of them." All else that 
Aubrey relates concerning our town, besides one or two very 
brief notices of buildings, to which we have akeady referred, 
is contained in what he calls a " simple old woman's prophecie 
of old Mother Bloker of Bradford." Though he inserts it in 
his manuscript, yet, ia a letter,^ stiU preserved in the 
Bodleian Library at Oxford, addressed to his friend Mr. 
(afterwards Bishop) Tanner, he says, "Pray doe me the favour 
to blott it out," deeming it too modem for insertion. How- 
ever, here is the old dame's prediction ; it may amuse some of 
our readers. 

« Briitowe shaU ainka and Bath shall swinune, 

And Bradford be a Haven-towne.*' 

At present there are no signs of its accomplishment. 

It was, moreover, towards the latter end of this century 
that Thoicas Bbach, an attorney of Woolley, contrived to 
keep the good people of Bradford in a state of excitement by 
some of his performances.' He has been already noticed in 
the pages of this Magazine (vol. iii. 370) as having turged the 
apprehension of a certain Lawrence Braddon, whom he saw 
stopping " at an inn door at a town called Bradford to drink a 

^ Tanner MBS. Bodleian. 136. 
* Thomas Beaoh was anoester of the Beach fomUy at West Aahton and 
Woolley. His wife was one of the * ICactyna ' of Eait Town in the patlih 
of Steeple Aihton. He wm hniied at 8te^ Aihton. 
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glass of dder/' on what may now seem to us rather insoffi- 
oient grounds, viz., that he *' looked like a disaffected person, 
by wearing bands and cnfis, and therefore, in that dangerous 
time, ought to be examined." No long time afterwards, 
however, the said Thomas Beach, who is said to have been 
'<an attorney notorious in his country and generation," 
himself got into trouble. In January, 1677-8 (SOth Car. II.) 
in conjunction with Simon Deverell, bailiff of Bradford, he 
committed a breach of privilege in assaulting and wounding 
Mr. Hall, a member of the House of Commons, and also Mr. 
Hall's servant, threatening at the same time to do him further 
mischief. This occurred during a sitting of Parliament. Mr. 
Beach was accordingly placed immediately in the custody of 
the Serjeant-at-Arms. 

On the '22nd of February he acknowledges his offence, and 
craves forgiveness of the House, but, being very sick — (perhaps 
we might say indisposed} — ^is unable to attend at the bar of the 
House. 

On the 25th he kneels at the bar of the House, and Mr. 
Speaker informs him that he is discharged upon condition of 
making an acknowledgment and submission for his offence at 
the next General Sessions for the County of Wilts. Whilst 
however the House is willing to forgive the said Thomas 
Beach, Mr. Speaker reminds him that he must not forget to 
pay the customary fees. 

It was during the latter part of this century also that the 
Monmouth rebellion took place. One is sorry to throw any 
doubt on the truth of the tradition which still exists in our 
town that the Duke of Monmouth lodged at what a few years 
afterwards was called Kingston House, during one of his 
progresses amongst the gentry of the West of England. It is 
not impossible, perhaps we might say improbable, that the 
Duke, whose popularity in the West of England is well 
known, may have been received by John Hall, as well as by 
his brother-in-law, Thomas Thynne, at Longleat. As yet, 
however, we have found no specific mention of the fact in any 
history of the times. The night after a skirmish at Philip's 
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Norton, Feversham, who oommanded the king's foroefii fell 
back to Bradford, and a tradition of their visit, and of some 
circumstanoes attending it, is still preserved amongst the old 
people in Bradford. But of a visit from Monmouth himself 
there is no actual proof. The story may perchance have 
taken its rise from another circumstance which certainly did 
take place. So devoted were the people to the unfortunate 
Duke, that, even after his execution, many continued to cherish 
a hope that he was still living, — in fact, that a substitute had 
represented him on the fatal scaffold. In 1686 a knave who 
pretended to be the Duke made his appearance in our neigh- 
boturhood, and probably levied contributions here, as he had 
already in several villages in Wiltshire. At all events, at 
Bradford our sot-disant Duke was apprehended, and was after- 
wards whipped at the cart's tail, from Newgate to Tyburn.^ 

We have in our parish a memorial in some sort of the Duke 
of Monmouth. After the fatal battle of Sedgemoor (1685), an 
officer in his army left in the house of Mr. Davison of 
Freshford, a pair of holster-pistols. Through a daughter of 
Mr. Davison who married the present Colonel Yerbury's 
grandfather, the pistols came into the possession of that 
family. They were sent for exhibition in the temporary 
Museum formed on the occasion of the Meeting of the Wilts 
Archffiological Society at Bradford, in August, 1857. 

From a.d. 1700—1800. 

We have now arrived at the commencement of the 
eighteenth century. By this time Bradford had considerably 
increased in population and in importance. Indeed, during 
the last quarter of the seventeenth century men and women 
flocked in from all quarters to obtain employment here. It 
was the custom in those days, that every such artizan, who 
might possibly become chargeable to the parish, before settling 
in Bradford should exhibit a certificate signed by the minister 
and churchwardens, and other public officers of his own parish, 
acknowledging his claim on them in the event of his falling 

1 Hftcaolay's * HUtory of Bngland,' 1. 035. (3rd edition, ISM.) ^ t 
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into distress, and in snoh a oase also oovenanling to hold the 
parish in whioh he might settle harmless from all charges. A 
very large number of snoh certifioatos bearing date from 1670 
downwards, are still preserved in the parish chest. And even 
with this precaution, the parishioners of Bradford do not 
always seem to have been satisfied. They were evidently not 
a little jealous of the irruption into their borders of so large a 
company of ' straungers.' And hence the leading clothiers of 
the town often had to give an additional guarantee to the 
parishioners to prevent the possibility of their being put to any 
expense, even in the removal of the non-parochial residents. 
Two deeds are now lying before the writer of these pages, one 
of them relating to a certain '< Ann Lowden, of Bulkington," 
who came hither in February, 1677-8, endorsed, — "Mem- 
orand : That Mr. Paul Methwin on Friday, Feb. 22, promised 
the parish of Bradford to pay, at any time, for the removing of 
the sayd Anne Lowden to Bulkington ; " — and the other 
relating to a certain ''John Emling of Standerwick, in the 
county of Somerset," who is described as a *^ woolUhreah^fr^* 
and who is said to be desirous of settling in Bradford, because 
' worke is more plenty there,' and which is endorsed, — '* July 
the 6th, 1677, Mr. Anthony Methwin promised the payment 
of 3s. 4d. for caution money."t 

The energy of the ' Methwins ' and the ' Gams ' bore good 
fruit in the great increase of the trade of the town ; — ^indeed 
Aubrey^ bears witness that " Mr. Paul Methwin of Bradford 
was the greatest doathier of his time." Nor should we forget 
to mention Anthony and William Druce, whose name is still 
preserved in < Druce's Hill ' (before called * The Green '), a 
spot of ground no great distance from the church-yard, and 
who belonged to the Society of Quakers, then numerous here 
as in other towns in Wiltshire; and John Gurll, whose 
memory must ever be held in affectionate esteem in a parish 
whose poor inhabitants benefit yearly through his munifi- 



t \TMa deed is dUo miesingfrm the Pariah Chest, C,8.A.] 
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oenoe.^ By the efForls of these and others Bradford enlarged 
to « very great degree the extent of its mannfaotores. 
Cottages sprang up in every quarter, each one furnished with 
its loom, and plenty of work to secure its constant employ- 
ment. Our town, in fact, became a steady-going, — business- 
like, — money-making place. Cloth-making was lucrative, and 
BO a large amount of capital was year by year invested in it. 
In the year 1723, we find no less than twenty-five clothiers in 
the parish of Bradford, the greater part of them in the town 
itself, and the value of their stock-in-trade was computed at 
£40,000, a sum relatively much larger than it would be 
deemed at present, but one which, even thus reckoned, would 
bear a small proportion to the capital employed at the com- 
mencement of the present century. Amongst the clothiers of 
that day, we find the well known names of Heyleyn, — 
Thresher, — Methuen, — Druce, — Baskerville, — Halliday, — 
Shewell, — Shrapnell, — Bush, — Self, — andTerbury. 

[Meanwhile the population increased considerdbly. Adopting 
the author's computation, we have for 

Average Probable 
luriale pqpulaHon 
10 years ending 1640, per annum 89-6 1980. 

6 „ „ 1646, „ 671 2866. . 

8 „ „ 1670, „ 421 2106. 

Mark here the reduction consequent on the civil war. Note 
also that in Bishop Compton's religious census of 1676 {Buddie, 
in Wiltshire Notes and Queries, Hi. 686), the population of the 
Parish, including apparently Atworth, Holt, Limpley Stoke, 
South Wraxall, Westwood and Winsley, consisted of 3106 
ehurehfolk and 169 dissenters over 16 years « 8266, or with 60 
per cent, additional for children, 6224. Bradford was then the 
largest town in Wiltshire, except Salisbury, Marlborough, and 
Corsley I (?) Devizes being doubtful. 



^ John CurU bequeathed to the poor of Bradford, nob usually reoeiving 
alms of the parish, £80, to be paid annually out of the proceeds of land at 
Ghirton, near Devises, and to be distributed in Croumi amongst 120 suoh 
poor penoBB on St. Thomas' Day in each year. 
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ProbahU 
popukUion 

2645. 

2626. 

3360. 

4110. 

3826. 

4146. 

In 1762-3 a slight cheek must have been given to the pros- 
perity of Bradford by an epidemic of smaU-pox. It lasted from 
July till the following May. There died 189; 1267 a/re said to 
have recovered, and 127 to have been inoculated. We may 
conjecture that about one third of the population were attacked ; 
but the ratio of deaths to attacks, 12*98 per cent., was not 
nearly so high as is usual in unvaccinated persons nowadays.] 

The rest of the history of oar town may be shortly told. 
From the middle of the last century till within some sixteen 
years ago, it is hardly more than a continued record of 
successful industry. In the course of years one improvement 
after another was introduced into the manufacture of cloth. 
Trade increased, — our manufacturers became wealthy, — 
employment attracted numbers to our town. So abundant, 
indeed, was employment, that the wool after having under- 
gone various processes to fit it to be spun into yam was 
carried for that purpose to spinners residing not only in all the 
neighbouring villages, but as far as Salisbury Plain. The 
names of Tugwell, — Atwood, — [Cam,] — Head [with the 
umwial prenomen of Jehoshaphat] , — Bethel, — Strawbridge, — 
Stevens, — Phelps, — &c. ; — names not yet forgotten in the 
town, — bear ample testimony to the success that in the latter 
portion of the last century attended the spirit and industry of 
the clothiers of Bradford. 

[Other names of interest, or which stUl occur in the town, may 
be found in the lists of jurymen at the local courts, or of the 
manorial officers ; thus in 1747, Daniel Clutterbuck, steward of 
the manor, Thos. Saunders, bailiff; in 1766, Edward Orpin, 
coroner of the market (the subject of OainsborougVs famous 
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picHire of " The Parish Clerk"); also Dem'ell, Timbrell, Dory, 
Oingell, Moore, Spencer, Oaisford, Buchnan, Oerrish, Bemson, 
Sartain, Spender, Pitman. In 1747 the tithingman for Holt 
was Thomas Tartanweaver : was this a new sttmame coined for 
a Scotch immigrant, and was tartan populao' here while 
forbidden in the Highlands f In the same year we find also the 
foUowing still extant names on the Boll of the Borough, viz., 
Batchelor, Batten, Bendal, Blanchard, BaUy, Beverstock, Bull, 
Burgess, Burcombe, Coles, Crook, Edwards, Ellet (Elliot), 
Ferris, Huntley, Eemp, Kite, Miles, Milsom, Morris, Price, 
Pearce, Porch, Silby, Skrine, Sparks, Stilhnan, Tucker. 

Then oame the introduotion of maohinery, and with it the 
Factory System. Then the weavers and others employed in 
the manufacture of cloth, instead of plying their craft, as 
heretofore, in their own cottages were collected into large 
buildings, many of them erected for the special purpose of 
receiving them. At the commencement of this century, no 
less than thirty-two of these were at work in our town, every 
building, in fact, which could be converted to the purpose 
being made one of these hives of industry.^ Even the 
" Chapel of our Lady " on Tory could not escape such a doom 
in an age, when utility, so far as money-making was concerned, 
was the sole standard by which all things were judged. And 
yet what more striking monitor could there be than the 
ceaseless ' click ' of the ' weaver's shuttle ' that life is far too 
short, too uncertain, to allow us safely to engross our energies 
in the pursuit of earthly riches I 

It was not, indeed, without a struggle that the employers 
thus brought in a new order of things. On the introduotion of 
the spinning jennies, and the carding machines, no disturbance 
had arisen, however much men may secretly have murmured 
against them. But when a step further was taken, then their 
murmurs broke out into open resistance. On the evening of 
May 14, 1791, a tumultuous mob of nearly 500 persons 



^ [But many of the weavers $tUl wrought in their own houses, within the 
memory of Mr. Adye and others."] ^^ ^ ^ ^T ^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



66 Bradford^upothAvon, 

assembled before the house of Mr. Phelps^ an eminent 
clothier of the town. The matter of complaint was, that he 
had converted one of his old carding engines into a scribbling 
machinei which the hand-scribblers believed would eventually 
throw them out of employ. A demand was, therefore, made 
by the mob that Mr. Phelps should deliver up the machine 
into their hands, or else pledge himself never more to work it. 
On his refusing to do so the rioters began to throw stones, 
whereby many who by this time had come to the assistance of 
Mr. Phelps were seriously wounded. They continued their 
assault until not only all the windows of the house were 
broken, but much of the furniture damaged. Feeling that 
iheur lives were in danger, Mr. Phelps and his friends fired on 
the mob, and a man, a woman, and a boy were killed, and two 
others dangerously wounded. Still the tumult was unappeased, 
and, as the only means whereby to save the further effusion of 
blood, Mr. Phelps surrendered the obnoxious machine into 
their hands, and they burnt it upon the bridge. Some of the 
principal rioters were subsequently captured, and sent to take 
their trial at the ensuing assizes. The coroner's inquest which 
sat on the slain bodies, returned a verdict of 'justifiable 
homicide.'^ 

Fbom A.D. 1800—1858. 

The check given by these disturbances to the onward 
progress of our town was but momentary. For half a century 
after that time the stream of prosperity flowed steadily on. 

^ He lived in the first large house on the right hand after passing the 
bridge, on the road from Bradford to Trowbridge. [This house vxu later 
en occupied by Dr, BetheU, and in U his son mehard, afterwards Lard 
Westhury and Lord ChaneeUor, was bom. Hence its present name, 
Westbury Houscl ^^ ^'>^ afterwards occupied by Mr. George Spencer, 
[but now by Mr. Charles 8, Adye,] There are still to be seen in the 
garden wall facing the street traces of the holes through which Mr. Phelps 
and his friends fired upon the rioters. [The Author seems to have been 
mistaken : I find no trace of these holes on the inner side of the walL] 

* The prisoners' names were Samuel Norman, James Bryant, William 
Greenland, and Benjamin Derrett. Against Derrett no biU was found. 
The rest were acquitted. 
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The pttrish during that period numbered more than 10,000 
souls within its borders. [In the Landscape Album, pubUehed 
as laU 08 1834, and in which is a view of Bradford Town 
Bridge by WestaU, of date about 1819, the place ie dietingmshed 
at Great Bradford, and is described as ^*a large town, the 
homes " (of which) ** chiefly bmlt of stone, form the centrai 
residence of the greatest clothiers in Europe, this place being 
famous for the best mamrfacture of superfine woollen cloths. It 
is also noted for haiving been the spot where kerseymeres were 
first made," (Kerseymere, a twiUed cloth of fine wool : the name 
is a corruption of cashmere, cassimere. See Skeat's Dictionary, 
p. 818).] 

At last the tide began to turn. In the year 1841, the failure 
of the local Bank and of several of the largest manufacturers 
threw hundreds out of work, and cast an abiding gloom over 
our town, the effect of which has hardly yet passed away. 
Then no less than 400 were forced to seek shelter within the 
walls of the workhouse, a number much beyond the capabilities 
of the then existing buildings properly to accommodate, and 
the limit allowed by law. Added to these, 800 able-bodied 
men were employed in out-door labour, in making roads or 
other parochial improvements. For the payment of these 
last-named poor persons, for some time no less than £70 was 
required weekly. Poor rates rose to ten shillings in the poxmd ; 
distress was universal. Many noble efforts were made to meet 
the exigencies of the distressed weavers. An emigration fund 
of large amoimt was formed, by which many of them were 
enabled to seek in foreign lands employment which here was 
no longer to be obtained. By degrees others were helped on 
their way to Wales or to the North of England, or to other 
* places more in our immediate neighbourhood, that there they 
might earn subsistence by the labour of their hands for them- 
selves and their families. For several years there was in some 
sort an ' exodus ' of its working population engaged in 
manufactures from the town of Bradford. In the short space 
of ten years its population had decreased nearly 25 per 
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oent.,1 and in 1861 the number of faotories at work was less 
than a fifth of those at work in fifty years before. It was a 
dark period of depression, and yet one marked by several 
deeds worthy to be remembered, one of which certainly was 
the erection, at his own expense, of those excellent schools 
attached to the District Church of Christ Chorch, (which had 
itself been built but a few years before,) which will be a 
lasting memorial of one whom it was indeed a privilege to 
count amongst our fellow-townsmen, even though for a 
comparatively short period, the late Captain S. H. Palairet. 

Within the last three years, however, our townsmen have 
given good proof that public spirit is not yet extinct amongst 
them, for in 1855 they erected at the cost of several thousand 
pounds a large and handsome Town-Hall, in which it gave 
them all sincere pleasure, to welcome, and that, too, heartily 
the members of the Wilts Archflsological Society in August, 
1867. [And m 1856 an extramural Cemetery with its chapels 
was arranged and constrticted.] 

[Another event, pregnant with good, was the introduction, by 
Mr. Stephen Moulton, of the indUvnthher manufactwe, which 
now employs a large proportion of the population. The subse- 
quent history of Bradford has not been very eventful. The 
woollen trade, so long the staple of the town, is stiU successfully 
carried on in one large factory; but on the whole it has 
decUned. Building has extended on the south side of the river ; 
but older houses have been allowed to decay ; and the population 
of the Union declined, between 1891 and 1901, from 10351 to 
9688, and that of the town or Urban District from 4967 to 4612. 

^ Aooording to the OenBos, the population of the tohoU parish was 

In 1881 10,102 

In 1841 10,418 

In 1851 8,958 

This tapresents a decrease in the whole parish (including the chapelries) of 
some 17 per cent. In the rural districts, however, there was probably little 
alteration between the numbers in 1841 and 1851. On this calculation 
the population in the town and immediate neighbourhood which, in 1851, 
was 5381, was ten years before no less than 6781, thus showing a decrease 
in that short period of nearly one fourth, or some 25 net cenL r~^ ^^^T^ 
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The princvpal events and occurrences have been as follows : — 

The construction of the railway from Bath to Salislmryt 
involving that of the unnecessarily hideous bridge over the Avon 
elose to the beautiful old Ba/rton Bridge, to the great detriment 
of the scenery. 

The ** restoration,** or transmogrification, of the Parish 
Chrtreh. 

The complete and judicious restoration of the Saxon Church, 
Sir C. Hobhouse being chairman of the Committee, and Mr, 
C, S, Adye, architect. 

The establishment of pMic Waterworks, the supply being 
derived from the inferior oolite at Avoncliff. 

The placing of the government of the toum in the hands of 
Town Commissioners, who afterwards developed into an Urban 
Council, 

The establishment of a Technical School, the handsome 
buildings of which were designed by Mr, T, B. Silcock of 
Bath, This the town owes to the mmiificence of Lord Edmond 
Pitzmaurice, assisted by Mr. E. Pinckney, Sir C, Hobhouse, 
Hie Cloth-workers* Company, and others. 

The erection of Public Baths, presented to the town as a 
Jubilee offering for 1897, by Mr, John Moulton, of the Hall and 
Lord Edmond Fitzmaurice, 

The construction of a new Post Office in the centre of the 
toum. 

The construction of extensive works for the disposal of the 
sewage and the cleansing of the river, now being carried out from 
the designs of Mr, Sydney Howard, Town Surveyor,] 

There are several subjects, on which much interesting 
information might be collected together, with reference to 
Bradford. On fowr of them, we will place before our readers 
such materials as we have been able to gather for the purpose. 
The subjects we select for illustration are : — 
I. Thh Manob. 

II. Thb Pabish Ohubch and othbb Buildingb. 
m. Thb Paboohial Ohabitdsb. 
IV. Thb Wobthibs of Bbadfobo. 
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THE MAN0B.1 

It was, indeed, a goodly portion that Ethelred bestowed on 
the Abbess of Shaftesbury when he gave her the monastery 
(ccsnobivm) at Bradford, with all the surrounding lands. She 
held this gift in frankalmoign — (in liberd eleemosynd]^ —or free 
alms, as it was termed, a tenure which exempted those who 
held lands under it (as was the case with most of the ancient 
monasteries and religious houses) from all fealty to the king as 
their superior lord, on the ground of their rendering spiritual 
and higher services. The words of the charter,^ in fact, are 
most explicit as to the nature of the gift. Three services only 
were required of the Abbess, as, indeed, of all who held under 
a like tenure, viz., help in repairing the highways and bridges, 
in building castles, and repelling invasions. 

Though in reality but the tenant * in capita * under the king, 
yet for all practical purposes she was the Lady Paramotmt in 
the Hundred of Bradford. To her Court Baron, all who held 
lands within the Hundred, by whatever tenure, were obliged 
to do suit. Some, indeed, of the tenants must have held their 
lands irnmediately under the Abbess, as in Domesday no less 
than thirteen out of the forty-two hides at which the Manor 
was assessed, are said to have been tn demesne, that is, kept in 
the hands of the Abbess herself (terra dominicales). The 



1 My obligations are due to the Right Hon. Lord Broughton for permis- 
gion to inapeot documents relating to the Manor, as also, to Mr. Phelps, 
hie Lordship's Steward. The like privilege was granted to me with 
reference to the Prebendal Manor by Mr. BesseU, the Steward of the Dean 
and Chapter of Bristol. For many interesting extracts relating to similar 
subjects, I have been indebted to Mr. H. G. J. Groyes. 

* " Abbatissa de Soo. Edwardo tenet manerium de Btadeford, Attworth, 
Wrokeshal, Holte, TruUe, Wiiisleg, Wlfleg (WooUey) et Ludington de 
rege in pura et perpetua eleemoHna de yeteri feufamento.*' Testa ,do 
Nevill, p. 163. 

" The words of the charter are, " prsesoripta yiUa (so. Bradeford) cum 
omnibus ad so rite pertinentibus, campis, silyis, pascuis, pratis, ita $ane tU 
ego ipse illam in tutu possederam proprioi yenerabili supradictSB familin 
Ohristo sauotoque martyr! incessanter famulanti semper sul(jugetur 
Uberrima, tribus tantummodo exceptis communium laborum utilitotibus; 
si contingat eapedUumem promovtri, arcem pontemque comtnU,'* Codex 
My, Sax. Ui. 819. 
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revenae derlYed from the whole posaessions bestowed by 
Ethebed hi this charter was large. Bradford with its 
appendages is valued in Domesday Book at £60, a sum which, 
if we are to adopt Wyndham's plan of calculating its relative 
value in the present day, would amount to more than £4000.^ 

Of others holding laods under the Abbess more or less 
directly, there were some that held by tenure in Villenage, that 
is, according to the custom of the manor, or otherwise, at the 
will of the Lady of the Manor, on condition of doing her 
ffiUeinfi service; — again, there were others that held by tenure 
in Bvrgaget on condition, that is, of paying to the Abbess a 
certain rent by the year for the tenements they occupied, this 
last being the same as the tenure in Socage^ among the 
Anglo-Saxons. Of the former Domesday Book mentions 36, 
—of the latter 28. 

Though the authority of the Lady Abbess thus extended 
over the Hundred of Bradford, there were, nevertheless, 
sundry others who exercised a similar jurisdiction in various 
parts of the manor. Those who held lands immediately under 
the Abbess as tenant *in capite,* by degrees granted out 
portions of them to inferior persons, and so, — as they became 
lords with respect to these under-tenants, though still them- 
selves tenants with regard to the chief lord, — they were called 

^8ee Wyndham's 'Domaiday Book for WUtshire.' Introd. p. 20. 
*' The Domesday shillings and pounds are first multiplied by three whioh 
will ittdnoe the andent money to the present weight. The sum is then 
multiplied by 7), to make it aooord with the modem value of gold and 
sUver. To this is added another multiplioation by 8, because the real 
value of the land is now three times as much as formerly, without any 
oondderation of the plenty or soaroity of money." This brings the whole 
multiple to 67). Thus £60 x67i- £4060. \ 

< This word is now used only in a bad sense. It had no such meaning 
originaUy, though it always denoted, of course, an inferior. '<It is 
deriTed," says Ooke, "from the French word viUainSt and that d ifilla, 
quia vUUb adseripkis est: for they which are now called viUam, of ancient 
limes were called adsenpHtU.** Ooke upon Littleton ii. 11. f 172. " The 
viUani were the originals of our present OopyholderSt and held their lands 
by doing the services of husbandry on the lord's demesne, which were, in 
after times, oommnted for what is now called a QuU rent." Wyndham's 
* Doneidayi' Intiod. p. 10. 

■ Ooke upon LittlitoiPi ii. 10. S 169. 
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mesne (i.e. middle or intermediate) lords. In oonrse of time, 
nearly every one of the tythings into which Bradford was 
divided had its Lord of the Manor, each of whom held his 
court, at which the various tenants were required to do suit 
and service. We often meet in old deeds with references to 
" the court of Anthony Bogers, Esq., at Holte." In one of 
the documents found at the Hall, an account of which was 
given in [the Wiltshire Magazine] (vol. i. 290), of the date 
1545, by which one < Bichard Drewis of Holte ' has certain lands 
' in the Parke, Lowsly and Holes in Holte, and also a tene- 
ment in Little Holte ' granted to him by lease, it is expressly 
added, — " to sue (i.e. to do suit) at Bogers's Oonrt at Holte." 
To this day, moreover, there is a payment due annually from 
the proprietor of the Manor House at Winsley, with which is 
held the Lordship of that Tything, of twenty-fioe shillings and 
eight-pence, to the Lord of the Manor of Bradford, a traditional 
acknowledgement of ' the suit and service ' owned by him, as 
well as by all mesne lords, to the chief lord. 

But besides these mesne Lords of Manors in the Hundred of 
Bradford, there were others who, though not exercising any 
jurisdiction within the Hundred demanded fealty, and perhaps 
rather more substantial acknowledgements, from some of the 
tenants within the domain of our Abbess. The Manor of 
Cumberwell, for example, was held under the Barony of 
Castle Combe, and Humphrey de Lisle (HunfredvA de InstUa) 
the Lord of that Manor claimed from the tenant at Cumber- 
well — (in early times one named Pagen) — suit and service for 
the same.f The Prior of Monkton Farleigh, moreover, who 
held the Lordship of that Manor, claimed payment for lands 
in this parish :^ — there is in existence a deed (of the time of 
Edward I.) by which Walter Fayrchild of Wroxale grants to 



t [The Cumbrewell of Domesday, as has been already stated, was more 
probably Compton Cumberwell, near Calne, Brictric {Brictric Algarsonf) 
held Farleigh in the Conqueror's time, and the addition of Cumberwell to 
that manor probably took place at a later date."] 

^ As early as 1897, we find Sir Thomas Hnngerford giving to Monkton 
Farleigh Priory < a house and two plonghlands at BradifOEd.' 
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Alice la Loohe, amongst other lands and tenements, some 
called '' Glifcroft and Bradoroft, and a croft above Hanecleye 
paying 18d. per annum to the Lord Prior and Court of Farlege, 
viz., at Hockeday 12d. and at Michaelmas Id/*^ To this day 
certain property in the town of Bradford is held under the 
Manor of Monkton Farleigh. A field called ' the Conigre/ 
(one of several pieces of ground bearing that name in the 
parish) just behind the house occupied by Mr. Adye, in 
WooUey street, and some houses in St. Margaret street, nearly 
opposite the present Bailway Station, are still held under 
leases granted by the lessee of "the Manor of Monkton 
Farleigh and Gxmiberwell," as it is termed. 

Since the date of the grant of the Manor and Hundred to 
the Abbess of Shaftesbury, certain changes have taken place. 
In a previous page we have explained at some length its 
original boundaries (pp. 18-22). Westwood, which at the first 
clearly formed part of it, has been removed ; and the parishes 
of Broughton, Ohalfield, and Monkton Farleigh have been 
added to it ; for they do not seem to be included within the 
limits described in Ethelred's charter. The removal of 
Westwood, though so intermixed with the other lands, and 
not on the confines of the domain, into a distinct Hundred, 
that of Blstub and Everley, is not easily accounted for. In 
the time of Domesday, Westwood belonged to the Priory of 
St. Swithin, Winchester, to which it had been given by 
Emma, mother of Edward the Confessor, and its revenue was 
allotted for the sustenance of the monks of that society, (pro 
victu monachorum),^ The Lordship of the Manor of West- 
wood now belongs to the Dean and Chapter of Winchester. 

The Abbess of Shaftesbury held not only what is now called 
the Lay Manor of Bradford, but that also which is termed the 
Prebendal Manor. She held, in fact, the impropriate Bectory 
of Bradford. Amongst the valuations of the ecclesiastical 
revenue of Bradford (of which there are several) the portion of 



31 WUts Azohidologioal MagBzlna, i. 381. 
• Wjndham*s * DoDMsday,' p. 60. 
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the Abbess is always reckoned.^ A certain quantity of glebe 
lands and income was allotted to the Vioar for the time being 
and to those who discharged the spiritual duties of the parish 
in the various chapels belonging to it, the remainder of the 
tenth of the produce belonged to the society of St. Edweurd at 
Shaftesbury. Their portion of the proceeds of the living was 
leased out from time to time to various personsi and the 
*firmaHm eeeleeia ' as he was termed — (afterwards the Lord 
Fofmer, now the Lessee of the Great Tithes)-— exercised the 
right of presentmg to the Vicarage. As early as 1812, we find 
one ' Gilbert de Middleton,' (the same, it is believed, who was 
Archdeacon of Northampton, and Prebendary Bector of 
Bdmgton, Oo. WUts,) called ''firmarim eecleeia de Bradeford,''^ 
and, as such, presenting to the living in that year. 

[QilbeTt seems to have had his property confiscated for 
adhering to the Earl of Lancaster's party. But ioe find a John 
de Middletonf chaplain, at Bradford, later in the same century^ 
aequiring an acre of land in the field at Bradford on condition 
of service to the lords. (The Hail Charters, No. 30).] 

But though the Abbess was to all intents and purposes in 
the place of the chief Lord of the Manor, she was, nevertheless, 
regarded as herself holding her possessions under the king as 
Sttserain. It was, indeed, the main principle of all feudal 
tenures that they were held primarily of the king, however 
many successive mesne lords there might be ; in fact, all lands 
" were held mediately or immediately of the king."* Hence 
we find such entries as the following, — *' Thomas of Atteworth 
holds in Atteworth the fourth part of a knight's fee of the 
abbess, and she of the hing."^ — ^A special statute, called ' Quia 

^ Thtu in the * Tatsatio EceUeiastioa' under Pope NioholM (1SS7), we 
have the f oUowiog eutriee, 

Eoolesia de Bradforde com oapeU 46 18 4 

Vioar. in eadem 6 

ParoioAhbisted^ScoEdwardoinemdem .... 6 18 4 
•Wilts Institutions (1812). See also «Madoz Foimular.' p. 886, (9 
Edw. n.) 

■ Jaoob*e < Law Diotiottaiy,' under ' Tenoxee.* 
«aMadeV0fm,p.lfi8. 
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jBmptores ' was passed in the time of Edward I., recognizing 
this principle, by which it was enacted (with a view of 
protecting the interests of chief lords, who, by the multiplied 
sab-infendations were losing many of their privileges, such as 
escheats, fines on alienations, Ac.,) — ^that, with regard to all 
lands so granted out by feoffinent, as it was termed, the feoffee 
should hold the same, not of the immediate feoffor, but of the 
next lord paramount, of whom such feoffee himself held, and 
by the same services. 

Hence, when lands were held by high and honourable 
tenures, such as Gband Bbbjbahty,^ which could be held only 
of the king, it was so expressed in the recording document, 
even though the lands were held mediately under the Abbess 
of Shaftesbury. The following examples will explain our 
meaning. They are taken from a survey of the Manor and 
Hundred of Bradford (1629-1631), long, of course, after she 
ceased to hold the Lordship : — they will, however, sufBce for 
illustration. 

** John Long,' Baqre., holdeth freely one half yardland in Wrszall as of 
the Bald Manooz by Surjtamcy^, tIs., to make out aU aomons in the 
Hundred and Court of the Manonr of Bradford, whloh belong to the 
King as Lord of the Manonr before the Kinges Matiee Justices, and at 
the Ck>nntie, and to somon all the men of Wrazall to do the Lords 
workeB,'and to have his drinking when the Lords Steward shall keep the 
Hundred Ck>urts and Courts of the Manonr, and to do all exeoutions 
which pertain to the said Hundred at his proper costs and charges 
besides his drinking." 

«« Dahxsl Tsbbubt holdeth freely one half yardland in WraxiU as of the 
foresaid Manour by SmjHmoyt, via., to attend the BayliU of the Hun- 
dred of Bradford, to take distresses throughout the Hundred, to maka 
somons and to bear witnesss to the Baylifi.'* 

^ Grand Berjeanty. " Tenure by Grand Serjeantie " says Littleton, *< is 
where a man holds his lands or tenements of our Bovereign lord the king, 
by such services as he ought to do in his own proper person to the king, 
as to cany the banner of the king, or his lance, or to lead his army, or to 

be his marshall or to be one of his ohamberlainei of the receipt 

of his exchequer, or to do other like services." Coke, in his commentary 
on this last clause, adds, '* or, by any office concerning the admintMration 
ofjuetiee, quiajuetUiA flmuUur eoUim,*' Coke upon Littleton, ii. 3 f 168. 

* In another part of this MS. we have this entry ;— *< John Long, Esqre. 
is Bayliil of the Hundred by ri^t and tenure of certain lands ha boldstfa 
in [H8.iUegibU]<WnHibaU7)aaiflbafoMaallorth." 
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It would seem that there were oooaeions hi which the 
Grown asserted its rights as Chief Lord. On the appointment 
for instance of a newly elected Abbess, the King not only gave 
his formal sanction to it, but directed the BherifCs of the 
various counties, in which lands belonging to the Abbey were 
situate, to deliver seisin of the same to the Abbess so 
appointed. This was the case on the election of 'Amicia 
Bussell ' in the year 1225.^ 

We have aheady observed that great as were the privileges 
and exemptions of the Abbess she was bound nevertheless to 
assist in some public works, and more especially to provide a 
certain number of fighting men to attend the King, her chief 
Lord, in his wars undertaken for the protection of his domin- 
ions. Agnes de Ferrar who was Abbess from 1252 to 1267, 
and Juliana Bauceyn, her successor, were both called upon for 
such help by Edweurd I. in his expeditions against Llewellyn, 
King of Wales. To enable her to provide such help, the 
Abbess, like all other tenants in chief, exacted from those who 
held a certain amount of land within the Manor the same free 
service which the king exacted from her. The portions of 
land held under such conditions were called KnighW Fees, 
The annual value of a knights' fee in England was fixed at 
£20, and every estate supposed to be of this value, or assessed 
at that amount, was bound to contribute the service of a 
soldier, or to pay, in the stead of this, a proportionate amerce- 
ment called EsGuage. The length of service demanded, or the 
amount of payment required, diminished with the quantity of 
land. For half a knight's fee 20 days' service was due, for an 
0ighth part but 5 ; and when this was commuted for the 
pecuniary assessment above alluded to, a similar proportion 

1 The doooment is printed in Hardy's * Calendar of Oloee BoUs,' i. 558. 
The foUowing is a translation of it.—" The King to the Sheriff of Dorset ; 
Health, — ^Know ye that we have giyen our royal oonsent and approval to 
the election of Amicia BnsseU, a nan of Shaf tesbory, as Abbess of Shaftes- 
bury. Wherefore we direct you without delay to deliver full seisin to her 
of all lands, rents, chattels, and other possessions belonging to the said 
Abbey. Witness, Henry, the King, at Evesham, July 8, 1228. The 
Bishop of Saram is oamaaaiided to do his part in this matter ; *'— vii., of 
JnttituHng the AbbsM to the eeoleriastisal li^ts f^r ^^v^P fi to her offioe. 
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was obsenred. We have many instanoes of teniues by KfUght- 
Service within the Manor of Bradford. In the record for 1629 
— John Hall, at Bradford, — John Blanohard, at Great Ashley, 
— Sir William Lisle, at Holte, — Daniel Yerbory, at Wraxall, 
— and others are said to have held lands by this tenure. 
[Qtieen Elizabeth's grant of the mafior to WaUingham wasfor 
£13 : 16 : 8iandlk knight's fee.] 

Every tenant within the Manor by Enight-Servioe was 
bound to render feaUy, if not homage, to the Abbess. Erom 
both these obligations, she, as the head of a religious house, 
was exempted, and as the latter oould only be reoeiyed by the 
Lord in person, and the a£EEurs of the Abbess were managed 
through her Steward or Seneschall, (as he was termed), it is 
conceived that an oath of fealty was all that was demanded 
from the superior tenants within this Manor. What was 
implied in this service is best explained in the words of 
Littleton—'' Fealty is the same that fidelitas is in Latin^And 
when a freeholder doth fealty to his Lord, he shall holde his 
right hand upon a booke, and shall say thus : — ' Enow ye this, 
my Lord, that I shall be faithfull and true unto you, and faith 
to you shall, beare for the lands which I olaime to hold of you, 
and that I shall lawfully doe to you the oustomes and service 
which I ought to doe, at the terms assigned, so help me Ood 
and his saints ; ' and he shall kisse the booke."^ 

But in addition to this obligation which was thus binding on 
the higher order of Tenants within the Manor, all the vassals, 
of whatever degree, were bound to attend the Lord's courts, 
and 'do suit and service,* as it was termed. Of the courts 
themselves we shall speak presently : all that we will now say 
is that in course of years this practice fell into desuetude, and 
was commuted into a money payment instead of personal 
attendance. Here we find such entries as the following, 
shewing to what a late period these payments to the Lord of 
the Manor were continued. The extracts are of the date 
1639-1631. 



1 Ooke upon * Littleton,* U. 2. ^ 91. 
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<' Fraeholdan fioei te Bespito of Suite to the Ooiittfl. 

Blr WUliam LUle payeth yearly for Suite fine 3 

Sir William Eire payetb yearly for the like 10 

John Hall, Bsqve for the like «••.... 8 

William Powlett, Esqre for the like 10 

Thomas Westley, Qenta for the like 10 

Thomas Bamfield, Gentn for the like 8 

Samuel Terbory 4 

Intoto 6 8" 

In the following extract from the same record we have 
similar charges made on the several Tythings and Parishes 
within the Hundred. In the case of one T]rthing, Leigh and 
WooUey,. it seems that through their ' Tythingman' they were 
wont, even as recenily as two centuries ago, to render personal 
service and suit of Oourt. 

'* Yearly payments paid at the Law-days by the Tythingman. 

M The TyMiig of Attford payeth by the Tything-man at the 
Lady-day Leet, in the name of Law^^y silver, 2s. 6d., and at 
Michas Law-day Ss. 6d., and for respite of ewUe to the Three- 
TTm^mh Court yearly at Miohas Law-day ISd. intoto per ann.. 6 

«< The Tything of Holte payeth by the l^rthingman the like sum, 
and in manner as before 6 

** The Tything of Lighe and Wooley yearly payeth by the Tything- 
man at Lady-day Leet, in the name of certain money as Law- 
day sUver, Ss. id. and Mlohas Law-day, 3s. id., but noMng for 
respite of suite to this Court, because he commonly appeareth in 
person 4 8 

»»The l^hing of Trowle by the Tythingman payeth yearly at 
either Law-day, 21d., and at Miohas for suite of Oourt, 12d. in 
toto 4 6 

•* The Tything of Winnesley and Stoke by the Tythingman payeth 
yearly at either Law-day, is,, and at Michas 28. for suite fine, 
Intoto 10 

*• More the said Tything payeth yearly at Miohas a payment called 
Vei^nobU* a 6 8 

(« The Tything of Wrazall payeth yearly by the Tythingman at 
either Law-day, 2b. id., and at Miohas for suite fine, 16d 6 

** The Tything of Winkfield and Bowleigh payeth no Law-day 
silver, but at Miohas for suite fine, 12d ..0 1 

<« The Tjrthing of Ghalfield payeth nothing 

<> The l^hing of GomerwoU payeth no Law-day silver, but at 
Michas for suite fine 8 



* VeUtchle, BlMwheve this is called Veai-Money, Fonnerly the tenants of the 
BCttDor at Winsley had to pay thia aaaeasment in kind ; afterwards It was commtited 
for 6«. 8d., the value of a ' nohle,* hanoa the name Yek-noble. In the marsin of the 
M.8., quoted above, we have the following entry, " The Homage of the copyholders 
gattereth within themselves yearly, to be paid at one paymeat, vis. viUd," ^ 
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** The l^rthing of Bzoai^ton alio payeUi al Ifiohai only 16d. 

7eurl7,te [MS. illegible] (suite flnoB?) 1 4 

Bom paid, 46e. lOd.'* 

The whole spurit of the Feudal Tennres was based on the 
sabjection of the vassal to the Tenant in eapite, and henoe we 
commonly find inserted in old deeds some special service due 
to the chief lord of the fee. These services were often merely 
nominal ; still they preserved the memorial of the relation in 
which the various under-tenants, however numerous, stood to 
the Lady of the Manor. A very frequent condition is the gift 
0t**aT0S6 at the festival of the nativity of St. John Baptist ; '' 
—sometimes it is " one halfpenfuy paid at the same time, or at 
the festival of 8. Michael" {tmum obolwm domino eapitali 
feodi^ : — ^in other deeds we find mentioned, " two oapom at 
Miohaehnas,"— " a pair of gloves and one farthing, ^'-^hM a 
pound of cummin,— -one pound of jMjpiMr,— one potmd of wax. 
In other cases, moreover, it is some service in husbandry to be 
performed for the lord, the original condition of the tenure of 
vittenage of which we have already spoken, the last, however, 
being ultimately commuted for a money payment. The 
following extracts from the record of 1629 will illustrate our 
remarks. 

** Wa&ibb GBAUire holdetli by /lotty, nUU of Comi, and 4b. Id. rent, 
and i Id. of wa» ;— one burgage in 8t, Okvoa Strui pr rent 18d.,— one 
meiBtuige with a Doyeoote in the lame street pr rent ISd.,— and one other 
house, sometimee a baokhouse, pr rent 2s. ; in all 4b. Id.*' 

*< Dahibl Ybbbubt hoMeth freely [oertain lands therein desorlbed at 
Wiaxall] by Kni^t-serrioe, and Ids. rent, and one fnmmctuairy* vis., one 
horse with his harness, suite of Court to the Hundred and Oourt of the 
Manor, and Ss. yearly for certain works to be done yearly in mmmg9\ of 
two aer$$ of the Lord's land at seed time, and eoffiage of ihr9$ load of hay 
for the Lord from Michel Mead to Barton Forme, which work were time 
out of mind turned to [deeat] rent pr ann. in lieu thereof.*' 

** ELXSABXTB BX.AHCHABD, SUSAK BliAHCHABD, and JOAHB BLAHCBABD, 

sisters and coheirs of Johr Blahchabd .... hold freely, one messuage 

* If onnotvary Le. Mortvarx. This wm a payment made on the deeease of a tenant. 
Tbe difference between a Mortuary and a Heriot, was, that the latter was paid as a 
token of iiibjeetion to the feudal Lord, the former as a supposed compenntlon for 
tithes omitted to be paid to the Beotor. As our Abbess ooenpied both of these 
positions in Bradford, she, of eouzse, enjoyed both pri?i]eges. Hart's ' Beeleslastioal 
Beoords,' p. 806. 

t EaHnge le,plomgMn0: as in Ezod. zzziv. 81, *'In earina tJnie sad in harrest 
then Shalt rest." TrO-land or BaxV-land is an expression often used in Anglo-Saion 
charters for ploughed land. ^ t 
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Ukd four yupdUndfl with theii apporis called Great Ashley, by the aervioe 
of a fourth pari of a Kmg1U*B fee and 10s. rent, and 2s. for earinge four 
acres of the Lord^s land yearly, and by suite of Ooort to the Court of the 
Hundred of Bradford from Uiree weeks to three weeks, and yielding a 
nunmeluary, viz., one horse with saddle and bridle after the death of the 
tenant : and also one other messuage and four yardlands with the appurts 
called Budbury, as of the foresaid manour by the like service of the fourth 
part of a Knight'e fee and SOs. rent, and for Larder Money\ Ss., and suite 
of Oourt and mounctuazy as before." 

One payment, to the Lord, for the time being, it is not easy 
to aooonnt for. Among the items of revenue we find entered 
' Money called Pahnson money, paid yearly at Easter.' This 
would appibar to be * Palm Sunday ' money, a payment due on 
or about that day. It seems to have been levied on all the 
Tythings except the Borough and Trowle. Were it simply an 
ecclesiastical payment due to the Sector or Vicar, or Church- 
wardens, we could the more readily understand it. In 
Churchwardens' accounts in olden times we often find among 
the disbursements, the cost of fitting up the Church against 
Palm Sunday, and offerings were made by the people for the 
expenses of processions and other ceremonies on that day. A 
remnant of the observance is still kept up at St. Mary BedclifEe 
Bristol, where to this day the custom is retained of strewing 
the Church with rushes on Palm Sunday. But how this 
payment came to be regarded as a portion of the revenue of 
the Lord of the Manor it is difficult to say, though possibly 
from the Monastery of Shaftesbury having been so many 
years in possession of the Lordship, it may have had some 
ecclesiastical origin in the first instance. Brand (Popular 
Antiquities, i. 121) mentions an example from which we learn 
the high antiquity of offerings similar to the one in question. 
He says, — ** In the Domesday survey, under Shropshire, i. 
252, a tenant is stated to have rendered in payment a bundle 
of box twigs on Palm Sunday, — ** Terra dimid. car. unus 
reddit inde fascem huxi in die Pdlmcurvm*' 

\ Larder Money, (larSarium) ; this payment, which Menu to have been peculiar 
to this Manor, is said to have been a final yearly rent paid by the tenants for liberty 
to feed their hogs with the mast of the Lord's woods, the fat of a hog being called 
lard. Or it may have been a eommntation for some eostomary senrice of carrying 
meat to the Lord's larder, as this was called * lardazinm ' in old charters. Jacob's 
* Law Diotionary,'*' Larding Money." ^ t 
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Bat otir Abbess enjoyed from her Manor some more atibstartr 
Ual adyantages ihan any of these just described. From what 
have been called < Feudal Incidents/ she, like other tenants m 
capite derived considerable emoluments. The principal sources 
from which such advantages were derived were the follow- 
ing:— 

1. Bblibfs; — these were certain sums of money which a 
tenant, on his entrance on a fief by the death of his 
predecessor, and being of full age, paid to the Lady of the 
Manor. Before the conquest there were no reliefs, but 
MerioU^ paid tn kmd to the Tenant vn capite^ such as 
horses, arms, &o., of which we have just given some 
examples. 

2. Fines on Alienation ; — these were sums of money paid 
by every tenant to the Lady of the Manor whenever he had 
occasion to make over his land to another. 

8. EscHBATS and Fobfeitubbs ; — ^these happened in cases in 
which either a tenant died without leaving behind him any 
heir who could, according to the terms of the original grant, 
enter upon the /eud, or in which he committed some act in 
violation of his duty towards his Lord, such as rendered him 
unfit to be trusted as a vassal. In either case the gift, 
being determined, reverted to the giver. 

4. Wardships ; — the Abbess as Lady of the Manor had the 
wardship of the tenant during minority. By virtue of this 
right she had both the care of his person and received to her 
own use the property of the estate. This right was exercised 
in the case of some members of the Hall family in the time 
of Edward I., by the Abbess of Shaftesbury. (See above, p. 
34, note.) 

6. Mabbiaqes; — another right given to the Lady of the 
Manor was that of tendering a husband to her female wards, 
while under age, whom they could not reject without 
forfeiting the value of the marriage; that is, as much as any 
one would give the guardians for such an alliance. This 
was extended afterwards to male wards, and became a 
lucrative privilege. In early deeds relating to the Hall 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



82 Bradfordrupon-Awm, [The Mamor, 

family we have instanoes of this privilege being olaimed, or, 
(which is much the same thing,) of its being renounced in 
oonsideration of a certain amount paid to the Abbess. 

Of course the Manor of Bradford had its peculiar Customs; — 
that is, certain observances concerning the tenure of land, &c., 
at first regulated, perhaps, by the will of the chief lord, but at 
last, by long usage, Gbcquiring the force of law. The following 
account has been compiled from a careful collation of several 
copies kindly furnished from various sources to the writer of 
this paper. The exemplifications in each case are commonly 
given in contracted Latin, a sj^cimen of which is seen in a 
foot-note on this page; these parts are translated and 
included within brackets. 

Thb Oubtombb belonging to and concerning the landes that 
belong to the late Monastery of Shaftesburye, as 
appeareth in an antient Begister thereof (whereof 
Bradford is parcell). Dated Monday next after the 
Feast of St. Hilary, in the xxv^^ year of King Edward 
the Thurd, (1S43). 

I. Imprimis, — If a man take a holde to himselfe and his 
Wyfe, as in this case ; — [To this Court came John at Style 
and gave for a fine fcyu/r potmds to the Lady of the Manor for 
an estate to be had in one messuage, and one yardland, with 
the appurtenances, to hold to himself and Alice his wife for 
the term of their lives] " ^ — and the said Alice happen to 
survive her husband, yet shall she have no better estate 
than widowhood, videlicet while she lives sole and chaste : — 
and if her husband survive her, and marrye again, none of 
his wyves shall have widowes estate for that his first wyfe 
was named in the copye. 

II. Item. — If a man take a bargaine to himselfe and Alice 
his wyfe jointly as thus; — [To this Court came John at 

1 In the original document it is, — ** Ad ist. oar. Tenit. Joan, at Style et 
dat Dne de fine iiijl p. ingress, et stat. habend. in un. messuag. et un. 
virg. ter. ao pertin. Tenend. sibi et Alio, uxi ad term. eor. yit." 
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Style and AHoe his wyf e, and gave for a fine ten paunda for 
their estate and entrance into five meBSuages, and five 
yardlands, with their appurtenances, to be had to them for 
the term of their lives] — ^if this Alice do survive her husband 
and do fortune to marrye again, yet she shall have this 
bargaine during her lyfe for that she was purchaser. 

m. Item. — ^If two persons take a bargaine jointly together, 
as thus ; — [To this Oourt came John at Style, and John at 
Oake, and gave for a fine four paimds for estate and entrance 
to be had of and in five messuages, and five jrardlands, with 
their appurtenances, to be had to them for the term of their 
lives] — the first purchasers wife shall have no widowes 
estate, except he do survive the purchaser joined with him ; 
whosoever doth survive the other of the two joint-purchasers 
his wyfe shall have the widowes estate. 

lY. Item. — ^If a man take a bargaine in possession (in esse) 
as thus ; — [To this Oourt came John at Style and gave for a 
fine four pounds for entrance and estate to be had in five 
messuages and five yardlands, to hold to himself and 
Thomas his son for the term of their lives] — then the said 
Thomas the sonne must needs have it if he do survive his 
father, because his father John at Style, died seised of the 
bargaine. 

Y. Item. — ^If a man buy the revercon of a bargaine, as thus ; 
— [To this Court came John at Style, and gave for a fine 
five pounds for the revercon to five messuages, and five 
yardlands, with the appurtenances now in the tenure of 
John Dale, to hold to him and his brother for the term of 
their lives] — and if it fortune that this John at Style do 
dye before this revercon do fall unto him (so that he dye not 
seised thereof) then the grant made to the said Thomas 
being in the Habendum or sequill of the coppye is clearly 
void and frustrate, for that the purchaser died not seised of 
the bargaine. 

YI. Item. — ^Any man that is named in the Habendum or 
sequill of any coppye, altho' he be Tennte and dye seised of t 
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the bargaine haying a wyfe, yet this wyfe shall have no 
widowes estate, because he is no purchaser. 

VII. Item. — If any man buy a bargaine as thus; — [To this 
Court came John at Style and gave for a fine fofwr pounds for 
entrance and estate in one messuage and one yardland with 
the appurtenances, to hold to himself and John his son for 
the term of their lives, and either of them longest living 
successively] ^ — ^the same John at Style may sell and 
alienate his bargaine when he lyst, with the consent of the 
Ladye, and come to the Ladyes CSourt and surrender up his 
estate, and by that surrender he maketh the estate of his 
son John to be clearly voyd and of none effect. 

YIII. Item. — If two buy a bargaine jointly either in revercon 
or possession as thus ; — [To this Court came John at Style, 
and John at Oake, and gave a fine of six poimds for the 
reversion of one messuage, and one yardland, with the 
appurtenances, to have the same for their lives and either of 
them longest living successively] — ^if the same John at Style 
do sell his estate to any other person, and make surrender 
thereof, yet he may not make the estate of John at Oake 
voyd or frustrate, for it shall stand in force straightway 
upon the surrender for that he is joint-purchaser with him. 

IX. Item. — If two persons take a bargain jointly in revercon 
as thus ; — [To this Court came John at Style, and Robert 
his son, and gave a fine of tenpaimds for the revercon of one 
messuage, and one yardland, with the appurtenances, now 
in the tenure of John Dale, to hold to the said John at Style 
and Bobert his son, and Thomas another son for the term of 
their lives, and the longest liver of them successively] — if 
the first purchaser dye before he be in possession of the said 
bargaine yet shall the second purchaser enjoy it when it 
doth fall : but if the said purchasers dye before either of 
them be in possession, then shall Thomas that cometh in 
the Habendum or sequill of the coppie lose his title thereof. 

^ In the original it is, " Et eoruzn alterins dintiuB viventis suocessiye." 
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X. Item. — If any oustomary tenant lett forth any parcel of 
the ground of his Coppyhold, then the tenant which is in 
revercon of the same tenement by Custom shall have the 
same paying reasonably for it, because he, being in 
possibilitye of the holde, will use it better than a straunger. 

XI. Item. — If a man take a bargaine to himself and to his 
son, not naming his wife, as thus; — [To this Court came 
John at Style and gave a fine of ten pownds for entrance and 
estate in one messuage, and one yardland, with the appur- 
tenances, to hold to himself, and Thomas his son, for the 
term of their lives, and either of them longest living 
successively] — ^if the said John at Style marry two wy ves, 
yet the last-named shall have widowes estate for that he 
named no wyfe. 

XII. Item. — Any Tenant that dyeth siesed of any yardland, 
half yardland, or fGekrthinge land, shall after his decease pay 
for a Heriot,^ his best quick Cattle : also, every Widowe 
shall pay after her death the like Heriot. 

XIII. Item. — If any Widowe clayminge widowes estate do 
marry without the Ladyes license, or live incontinent or 
unchaste, and be so foimd by the Homagers, she doth upon 
that fact forfaite her estate, and shall after such forfaiture 
pay a Heriot in form above said. 

XIY. Item. — ^If any Tenant let fall his house, or suffer his 
house to be in great decay upon commandment or payne 
sett by the Steward and Homage and will not mend it, then 
the said Tenant shall forfaite his estate of such tenement as 
he shall holde of the Ladye, and shall pay a Heriot in form 
above said. 



^ Heriot ; — This was a oustomary tribute of goods and chattels payable 
to the Lord of the fee on the decease of the owner of the land. Thorpe in 
his Glossary to the * Ancient Laws and Institutes,' derives the word from 
Her^eatu, which means literally army eguipfMtUa, and denoted those 
military habiliments which, after the death of the vassal, escheated to the 
Lord, to whom they were delivered by the heir, By degrees others besides 
this class of tenants were required to pay this charge, which commonly 
consisted of the best quick (i.e. live) beast that the tenant died possessed 
of. This, like aU other oustomary dues, was ultimately commuted for a 
money paym«nt. 
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XV. Item. — ^If any Tenant dye between Michaelmas and 
Ladye-Daye then his Exors shall occupy the tenement until 
Ladye-Day paying all rents and duties and also shall enjoy 
such wheat as is sown upon the same, and if he dye after 
Ladye-Day then to oooupie the tenement until Michaelmas, 
paying and doing as aforesaid; neverthelesse the next 
daymer shall have at Midsomr. the Hay, the Fallow, and 
the Sheepe-Leases. 

XVI'. Item. — Every Tenant of custom shall at his first entry 
receive a corporal oath to be a true tenant and beare true 
faith to his Ladye, to pay and do all rents, fines, and 
customs belonging to his tenure, and to yield with the 
Homage and be justified by the Ladyes Oourt. 

XVII. Item. — ^If any Tenant do dwell from his Ooppyholde 
so there be a dwelling house upon it, without a license 
expressed in his graunt, then he be put in payne xx shillings, 
X pounds, or more, and if upon these paynes he will not be 
resiant, then he to have a payne of forfaiture by judgment 
of the Homage and Steward. 

XVIII. Item. — No customary Tenant shall retayne or fine 
any other than the L^^dye, unless he have a copy of lycense ; 
then having a lycense his undertenant must in all things 
supply his place. 

XIX. Item. — If any Tenant by verdict of the Homage be 
found that he hath not sufficient goods and chattels to 
answer the Ladyes rent and reparacons, then the said 
Ladye may require pledges of the same Homage ; and if 
the tenant cannot find them pledges, then it shall be lawful 
for the Ladye to take the same tenement into her own hands. 

XX. Item. — Any customary Tenant may take House-bote,^ 



^ HouM-hoUt &o. ; the Anglo-Saxon word * hoV signifles * reoompence' 
or * Gompensation ' and is synonymotu with the word ^estooen* (from 
^estoffer* to famish) which is of more frequent oocorrence In legal 
documents. Hauae-boU and Fir^-boU were, respectively, a sufficient 
aUowanoe of wood to repcwr or bum in the house ; — PUmgh-bote was an 
aUowanoe of wood to be employed in repairing instruments of husbandry. 
We meet also with JSdy-botet an allowance of the same kind for the 
xepairiog of hay$, i.e. hedges, or fences. 
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Fire-bote, Plough-bote, aooording to the oustome belonging 
to his Goppyholde; also any ofEenoe or trespass done 
amongst the tenants ought to be tried in the Ladyes Court. 

XXI. Item. — ^If any Tenant make spoil or waste, or cut down 
any timber tree without license of the Ladyes officers, then 
he shall forfeit his estate if the Homage find it, and if the 
Homage do not present it when it is made to appear to 
them, then if two or three witnesses do come into court and 
testifye upon their oaths, it is sufficient. 

XXII. Item. — It hath been used and accustomed that the 
Ladye or her officers shall make grants of any coppyholde 
or customary tenement out of Court, either at Shaftesbury 
or elsewhere, at their pleasure, and also may take surrenders 
out of the Court at any place, if there be three orfowr of the 
Ladyes tenants present to witness. 

XXIII. Item. — If any two persons holding or clayming any 
coppyholde by virtue of one graunt or c<^pye, the one being 
admitted and in possession according to the custome, and 
the other in the sequil of the coppye or joined in takinge, 
yet the Ladye or her officer may graunt the revercon of them 
both to any other person or persons as they will. 

XXIV. Item. — The custome is, that any woman may take 
the revercon of her husband or of any other person, and 
also take any hold in possession. 

XXY. Item. — The custome is, that the Ladyes officers may 
graunt any coppyholde for the term of one lyfe, two lyves, 
three lyves, or fower lyves, either in possession or revercon. 

XX YI. Item. — Every Tenant must, upon a reasonable 
wamenge, serve to the Courts twice by the year, or oftener 
if the cause so require, and also must do all their custom 
workes, unless they be dispensed withall, and pay their 
rents at fower times in the year, if they be demanded. 

Other customes there be used, which continuance of time doth 
stablish, and which be not here written. 

We have spoken in a previous page (p. 71) of the value of 
the Abbess' possessions and emoluments in Bradford at the 
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time of Domesday Book. Five hundred years after that date, 
JQst before the dissolution of Monasteries, a valuation was 
Hfgain made of her property here as well as elsewhere. The 
record is preserved, and the following is abstracted from the 
original Boll in the Augmentation Office. 

OoxFDT. IfmnsTBOBuic Doimn Regis Tbmf. Hbh. Vm. (1589-40.) 

Bzadeford. Bedd. lib. ten. (Bents of free-tenants) 6 8 6 

Atworth 16 8 

TroU 9 10 IJ 

Stoke 3 6 

Leigh 2 5 

VITroxftU 8 10 

Wynaleigh 2 8 UJ 

Bzadeford. Bedd. cost. ten. (Bents of costomary tenants 

i.e. copyholders) 7 15 Q| 

Stoke 12 9 01 

Atworth 6 18 10 

Leigh 7 4 8J 

Wroxall 6 7 8J 

Holte 11 6 101 

Wynsleigh 19 7 7J 

Bradeford. Firm. Maner (Farm of the Manor) 36 16 8 

Perquis. Ourie (Profits of the Ooort) 4 14 4 

Bradeford Hundred. Perqnis. Ourie 4 9 4 

Bradeford Beotor. Firm. Deoim. Garb. Ac. (Farm of 

Beotorial Tithes, &o.) 57 6 7} 

£191 10 8} 

This snmi brought to its relative value in the present day, 
would represent, at least, £2300. This is, in actual amount, 
much below the previous estimate. It must, however, be 
borne in mind, that there is no account here of the value of 
' Alveston,' in which, at the former valuation, the Abbess held 
four hides (about one fourth of the land so held by her) in 
dememRy and the language of Domesday Book plainly implies 
that this was added to the general estimate. Moreover, it is 
well known that the valuation of lands belonging to the various 
dissolved Monasteries was made, by the < King's Ministers,' at 
as low a rate as possible. Making allowance for these 
deductions, there need be no very great discrepancy between 
the estimate of 1086 and that of 1540. 

^Printed in the New * Monastioon,' under the head of * Shaftesbury Abbey.* 
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There are no docnmentB known to be in ezistenoe of 
soffidently early a date, from which exact information can be 
obtained respecting the Oonrts held within the Manor during 
the days of the Abbess of Shaftesbnry. We have, however, 
authentic records of the proceedings of such Oonrts within 
thirty years of the dissolution of Monasteries, and no doubt 
they were formed on the same model, and carried out with 
similar formalities, as those which existed previously to that 
period. 

It is implied in the document that we have cited in the 
previous page, that there were held under the authority of the 
Abbess, either directly or indirectly, at least two distinct 
Courts, one for the Manor and another for the Htmdred, as the 
profits derivable from each of these are reckoned in. the 
estimate given of her revenue. There appears to have been a 
separate Oaurt for the Borough, held most probably at the 
same time and under the same presidency as the Oourt for the 
Hundred. The first-named Court was the Goubt Babon, the 
other two came xmder the denomination of Coxjbtb Lbbt. In 
the former was transacted business more especially of a civil 
character, and hence the Oourt was held solely in the name 
and under the authority of the Lord for the time being ; — ^in 
the latter, matters of a criminal nature were allowed to be 
considered, and the Oourt was accordingly held under the 
authority of the King. Hence the Homagers, or Free-holders, 
or others, as the case might be, were summoned by the 
Steward to attend the " Oourt Leet and View of Frankpledge 
of our Lord the King, and Oourt Baron of ' Lord of the 

$aid Manor, Hundred, and Borough of Bradford." 

I. Thb Ooubt Babon. 

This was the oourt at which all business relating to the 
Manor was transacted. The customary tenants or copyholders 
attended, and through their Homage, a selected body of 
themselves chosen at the meeting of the court, surrendered or 
were admitted to their holdings, paid their quit rents, and 
managed all business matters relating to their several tomixes. 
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The Homage presented all cases in whioh the Lord's interests 
had suffered damage, such as by trespass on his boU or waters; 
— ^the instances in which copyholders, contrary to the customs 
of the Manor, had suffered their tenements to fall into decay, 
— the heriots and other charges due to the Lord, — ^the repairs 
necessary to be done to hedges or fences, — ^in fact all matters 
relating generally to there own estates, and that of the Lord. 
They had power to levy fines, with the assent of the Lord 
given through his Steward, on those copyholders who were 
found neglectful of the duties incumbent upon them. Two of 
their number were appointed as Affeerera,^ and these had to 
settle, or moderate, the amercements to be levied on such 



But under the head of Goubt Babon must be included 
another court which, though held under the authority of the 
Lord, is in a measure distinct from that which we have been 
describing. This in old documents is called the Thbbb 
Wbbkbn Court. This was a court of common law, and held 
before the freeholders who owed suit and service to the Manor, 
the steward being rather the registrar than the judge. It was, 
in fact, the free-holder's court, and was composed of the Lord's 
tenants, who were bound by their feudal tenure to assist the 
Lord in the dispensation of domestic justice. It was formerly 
held every three weeks, and hence its name. Its most 
important business was to determine, by writ of right, all 
controversies relating to the right of lands vdthin the Manor. 
It might also hold plea of any personal actions, of debt, 
trespass on the case, or the like, when the debt or damages 
did not amount to Forty shillings. The following extract from 
the survey of the Manor in 1629-31 is interesting, as explaining 
in few words the nature of the GoiuHi ;— of the officers 
mentioned therein we shall speak presently. 

^ ** Affeeren — (from the Fr. affier, to al&rm, or affrntrer^ to set the price 
or assize) — ^are those who in Courts Leet, upon oath, settle and moderate 
the fines and amercements ; and they are also appointed for moderating 
amercements in Oourts-Baron." — Jacob's * Law Dictionary.' In Bradford 
there were alBO appointed two * Afieerers ' for the Borough, and the like 
namber te th« Huntod, nith dutiat iimUaE to those above deuribed. 
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" Two Three-Weeken Oourtis are held in Bradford, the one 
for the Hundred and the other for the Borough, for pleas 
between partie and partie under 40 shillings. At which 
Cionrts some of the Tythingmen do and ought to appear at the 
Hundred Three- Weeken Courts to present all Wayfes, 
Estrayes, and Trespasses oommitted within the Hundred, and 
do other services of the Court. And at the Three-Weeken 
Court for the Borough the Portreeve^ and with him the 
Burgesses of the Town, ought to appear to witness with him 
his presentment. The other Tythingmen with their Beevemen, 
which dwell more remote from the place where the Hundred 
Three-Weeken Court is kept, do pay yearly, at Michas 
Law-day, fines for respite of their suite to the said Courts by 
custom.' 

II. ThB CoUBT LsBT, and VnOW of FBANEPLBDaS. 

The Courts which we have hitherto been describing took 
cognizance of matters more or less connected with the Lord's 
interest. The Courts Leet, however, had to deal with matters 
involving the interests of the entire community. They are 
said to have derived their distinctive appellation from the 
Anglo-Saxon word ' ledd,' which signifies ' people,' as though 
the 'populi CurisB,' — the 'Polkmote' — in contradistinction to 
the 'Hall-mote' (or Court Baron), so designated because the 
free-tenants, being generally few in number, often held their 
meeting in the Lord's hall. 'View of Frankpledge'^ meant 
originally the examination, or view, of the *fridl(prh ' i.e. the 
* peace-pledgeSt* or guarantees for his good and peaceable 
behaviour, of which every man, not especially privileged, was 
obliged anciently to have nine, who were bound that he should 
always be forthcoming to answer any complaint. ''In all 
Vills throughout the kingdom, all men are bound to be in 

1 « The oormption of the word JM^-borh^ that is, ' pads plegimn ' or 
peaeepUdge, into Freo^horh which was soon translated *libenun plegiom,* 
that is, free pledge or frank-pledge^ explains how the present form of the 
word has been adopted. To understand the institution, it is necessary to 
bear in mind the distinotion between these words.'*— Eemble's ' Saxons in 
Biigl«id'i.a49. 
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guarantee by tens, so that if one of the ten men offend, the 
other nine may hold him to right ; " — such, in a few words, in 
the language of the laws attributed to Edward the Confessor, 
is a description of this system of ' mutual guarantee ' for the 
peaoe and good ordering of those who lived within the 
Hundred. ''Its object was," as Eemble well expresses it, 
" that each man should be in pledge or surety (both) as well 
to his fellow man, as to the state, for the maintenance of the 
public peace ; that he should enjoy protection for life, honour 
and property himself, and be compelled to respect the life, 
honour and property of others; that he should have a fixed 
and settled dwelling where he could be found when required, 
where the public dues could be levied, and the public services 
demanded of him; and that, if guilty of actions that 
compromised the public weal or trenched upon the rights and 
well-being of others, there might be persons appointed to bring 
him to justice, and if injured by others, supporters to pursue 
his claim and exact compensation for this wrong." In later 
years, of course, all that was implied in the * View of Frank- 
pledge ' was an enquiry by the Steward into the general good 
and peaceable conduct of those living within the jurisdiction of 
the Court, and receiving presentments concerning any matters 
of which the Court was empowered to take cognizance. 

As in the case of the ' Three Weeken Court,' so here there 
seems to have been one Court Leet for the Borough, and 
another for the Hundred, which, though held at the same time 
and place, were, nevertheless, distinct from each other. At 
the former, the Jury were chosen from the householders of the 
Borough, at the latter, from the inhabitants of the Tithings. 
From those not ' warned ' specially to attend the Courts, the 
'Essoign'i money was collected, as it is, indeed, to this day, at 
the rate of ' one penny ' for each householder. As late as 
1629, as appears from the Manuscript from which we have 

^ * Buoign * money (from the Fr. Es9oine, an ezctue,) wm the gam paid 
by those who did not attend the Lord's Ooort, and, in consideration of this 
payment, were ezoosed. The old people in Bradford haye abbreviated the 
term, and pronoonoe it as though it were written, * iign-mon^t* or, as 
they more oonaonly lay , « 9ignipmic4. ' 
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made seyeral eztraotB, the ' Leeis ' or ' Law-dajrs' were held 
twioe in the year, — at Easter and at Miohaehnas. For a long 
time, however, there has been bnt one Gourt-Leet, held at 
Easter in each year. 

The jurisdiction of this Oonrt was extensiye. Even petty 
treasons and felonies were presentable, though not punishable 
in it, the course pursued being to certify the presentment in 
some superior court, where the offender might be prosecuted 
and punished. On all such matters as the following the Jury 
had to enquire ; — ^how far the constables had done their duty ; 
— ^whether the stocks, 'the tythingman's prison,' were in 
repair ;— whether any one had wilfully assaulted and mali- 
ciously drawn blood from the person of another; — what 
persons kept places for carding, dicing, skittle-playing, and the 
like unlawful games within their tythings ; — ^who were scolds, 
brawlers, raisers of quarrels, eaves-droppers, and news-mon- 
gers ; — whether any persons had used false weights or 
measures ; — ^whether any have been forestallers, ingrossers, or 
regrators;^ — whether any cottages had been erected contrary 
to law ;— whether the highways were out of repair ; — ^whether 
any public nuisances had been committed to the injury of the 
community. On all these and kindred subjects the Jury had 
to entertain presentments, and the Court Leet had power to 
punish transgressors, not only by fine, but in some cases by 
imprisonment. 

In Courts Leet the Steward always presided as Judge. 
Here also, as in the previous case alluded to,' two persons 
were chosen — (usually two of the ' most substantial and 
knowing ' tenants of the Manor) — as AffeererSt to whom the 

^ FomtdlUn are they who buy, or caose to be bought, any com or other 
victuals whatsoever, that Is carrying to the fair or market to be sold, 
before it be brought into the fair or oiarket. Ingrossers are they who buy 
oom growing npon the gronnd (otherwise than by demise or grant) or any 
batter or cheese, or other victuals, with intent to sell the same for 
unreasonable profit. Bsfirators are they that in open fair or market bay 
and get into their own hands, oom or other dead victuals, and sell the 
same again in some other fair or market within four miles of the same 
place. Jacob's < Oourt Keeper,' p. 84. 

* See above p. 90. r^ T 
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following oath was administered : — *< Yon shall well and troly 
affeer the several amerciaments and fines here made, and now 
to you remembered. Yon shall spare no one out of love, fear, 
or affection, nor raise or enhance any one out of malice or 
hatred, but impartially shall do your duties herein." 

One very important duty that devolved on these Courts was, 
the appointment of the various officers of the Manor, the 
Hundred, or the Borough of Bradford. Three distinct Juries 
were appointed, the first consisting of copyholders under the 
Manor, (which was called the Homage Jury,) the other two of 
residents within the Hundred or Borough respectively, and on 
these was imposed the task of nominating persons qualified to 
serve in the several offices within the jurisdiction which they 
represented. From lists so furnished, the Steward of the 
Lord of the Manor selected those, who, for the year then next 
ensuing, should hold these offices. 

The following list of officers has been compiled from an 
examination of documents relating to the Manor, bearing date 
at different periods during the last 240 years. The various 
records do not exhibit strict unifonnity in their lists of officers: 
in later times some, which were originally distinct, have been 
merged into others, whilst some have been rendered unneces- 
sary by the legislature having provided other means for the 
performance of the duties that once appertained to them. 
Since the year 1774, when, as we have already stated (p. 47), 
the demesne lands of the Manor were sold, by the Lord for the 
time being, to various persons, there appears to have been no 
formal summoning of the Homage Jury at the usual time of 
holding the Courts of the Manor. At present there are hardly 
more than a sufficient number of Tenants (which must be two 
at the least) holding under the Manor, to preserve the Lord's 
rights and privileges in the same. 

I. Offiobbs op the Manob : — 1. Bailiff, — 2. Hayward. 

II. Offiobbs of the Hundbbd: — 1. Bailiff, — 2. Two Con- 

stables, — 3. Haywards, (one for the Hundred generally, 
and one for each of the Tythings,) — 4- Tythingmen, 
(one for each Tything). 
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in. Offiobbb of the Bobough :— 1. Portreeye,— 2. Two 
Constables, — 8. Ha3rward, — 4. Two Sealers and 
Searchers of Leather, — 5. Two Coroners of the Market, 
—6. Cryer. 

The office of 'Bailiff/ especially that of the Hundred, 
which seems in Bradford at one period to have been annexed 
to the tenure of certain lands, (see p. 76 note,) was formerly of 
much importance. Latterly the duties of this officer consisted 
chiefly in giving " summons and warning to all Freeholders, 
Customary and other Tenants, Besiants and Inhabitants who 
owed suit and service to the Lord of the Manor " to attend his 
Courts, and further, in carrying out the decisions of the Courts 
by exacting the fines or amercements, and, where necessary, 
serving writs and levying executions. 

The duty of the ' Conbtablbb ' consisting generally in 
preserving the peace of the neighbourhood, by 'arresting felons, 
pursuing hues and cries according to law, and apprehending 
rogues, vagrants and sturdy beggars.' 

The * TTTHiNaMBN ' were a kind of petty constables, appointed 
for the several Tythings, to assist those just alluded to in the 
execution of their office. They had also to make presentments 
at the Law-days of offences cognizable at Court Leet, to give 
the names of * foreigners ' living within their portion of the 
Manor, and to collect the Lord's accustomed dues within their 
several Tythings. It was their duty also to hand in lists of 
'Besiants,' that is, of inhabitants, qualified to serve in like 
office with themselves, and from these were appointed their 
successors in the manner we have just described. 

We have already alluded to the general duties of the 
< Haywabd ' (see p. 17). He had, in the discharge of them, to 
see that the cattle neither broke nor cropped the hedges and 
inclosed grounds, and to keep the grass from hurt or 
destruction. He had to look to the fields and impound all 
* estrayes,' (that is, cattle that trespassed,) to inspect that no 
pound breaches be made, and if any, to present them at the 
Leet. When there was a large unenclosed portion of common 
land in the parish, the duties of the Hayward were neither^ew, 
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nor tmimportent. The Haywards of the Beveral Tythings had 
first of all to pat stray oattle into the pound belonging to their 
own Tjrthing, and then, if not claimed by the owner within 
three days, to bring them to the Hayward of the Hmidred, to 
be placed by him in the Hundred Pound. After a certain 
time, if still unclaimed, they were sold to pay expenses that 
had been incurred, and the surplus, if any, belonged to the 
Lord of the Manor. 

The name ' Pobtbbbvh ' given to the principle officer of the 
Borough, especially when coupled (as in the extract giyen in 
p. 91) with 'Burgesses,' would seem almost to imply the 
existence of a charter of incorporation for our town. There is 
a traditdon which has often been repeated to me by old people, 
that Bradford was formerly a chartered town with all the 
usual privileges, and amongst others, with a * Portreeve ' as 
the chief municipal officer, but that, the inhabitants having 
been almost swept away by a desolating pestilence, the 
exercise of their rights fell into abeyance, and was never 
afterwards resumed. Other particulars are related, but they 
are evidently so distorted a form of the real facts of the case, 
whatever they were, that it is not worth while to repeat them. 
Possibly there may be a glimmering of truth in these local 
traditions, which future research may enable us to interpret 
more accurately. In our ' Portreeve ' we may preserve the 
name of an officer of some importance formerly, though many 
of the duties once performed by him have long fallen into 
desuetude. At present, and for many years past, his duties 
have been very analogous to those of the Bailiff, already 
described, inasmuch as to him was addressed the precept from 
the Steward of the Lord of the Manor, directing him to 
summon and warn those inhabitants who were appointed to 
serve on the Borough Jury in Court Leet. He had also, — 
(and in this, the duties performed in other cases by the 
Tythingmen devolved on him)— to *' deliver into Court a list 
fairly written out of the Freeholders, Free Suitors, Tenants 
and Besiants within the Borough, who owed suit and service 
to, and at, the Court." No doubt in ancient times, like the 
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Anglo-Saxon * Pcrtgerifa^* from whom the name is derived, 
this officer had in Bradford, as in other small towns, to 
witness all transactions by bargain and sale, and probably 
derived some emolument from the proceeds of tolls and fines 
levied within his district.^ 

For many years one person has been appointed ' Portreeve 
and Hayward/ as to one united office. No doubt as buildings 
increased in Bradford, the duties of the last named officer 
gradually became nominal. In the record of Court Leet for 
1747, however, the offices are distinct, two different persons 
having been appointed, one as the * Portreeve ' and the other 
as the *■ Hayward ' for the Borough. 

The ' Lbathsb Sbalbbs and Shabohhbs ' had to look after 
the Tanners and Curriers, to see that they exposed no leather 
for sale that had not been properly tanned and dried. All 
such goods approved by the officers were sealed with a stamp, 
the impression of which was very much like that which 
shoemakers now put on the soles of shoes, consisting of three 
or four small concentric circles. From the following extract, 
it appears that the tanners were kept in tolerably strict order 
— "If a tanner put to sale leather before it is searched and 
sealed according to the statute, he forfeits 65. 8d. a hide, and 
for a dozen of sheep-skins 35. 4d. besides the hides and skins, 
or value thereof, and if not sufficiently tanned and dried, he 
forfeits the whole." 

The * GoBONEBs of thb Mabeet ' had to see generally, that 
provisions exposed for sale were good in quality and sufficient 
in quantity; that the weights and measures were up to the 
standard ; and, in case of the bread or meat being unfit for 
food, they had power to order it to be thrown away, and to 
inflict a fine on the offending bakers or butchers. The using 
false weights or measures incurred a forfeiture of double the 
quantity of grain or thing sold, and in some instances led to 
imprisonment. 

^ On the ' Portgtirifa ' or * Portreem ' who fleems originally to haye been 
the chief offioer of the amaller, and oommerolal, towns, see Kemble's 
* Saxons in Bngland,' U. 173. 
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Formerly, there wm a eepftrate offioer called the 'Alb* 
OoNKSS ' T7ho bad to look to the goodness and assize of ale 
and beer. For very many years no snob special officer has 
been appointed, tbose just described exercising tbe general 
supervision of all tbings vendible by weight or measure. 

Bo weU known are tbe duties of tbe * Gbybb ' that we need 
not attempt to describe them. In Bradford there was one 
task that he was sometimes called upon to perform, that 
seemed hardly to belong to him ; but as Five Shillings were 
allowed for his services, he did not stand upon ceremony. He 
had to officiate, when some young offender was ordered, for 
petty pilfering or other like transgressions, to receive a public 
r/ 



The meetings of Gourt Leet were ordinarily held in olden 
times in the Town Hall, or Market House. As early as 1715 
however we find a Gourt held at ' the sign of the Swan ' (apud 
signvm Cygni). The old Town-Hall was a plain and unpre- 
tending building that stood in the centre of the Town, — (the 
surrounding site is still caUed the * Old Market Place *) — and 
joined the block of houses which constitute the ' Shambles.' 
The mark of the gable-line is still perceptible on the blank 
wall against which it formerly stood. It was oblong in shape, 
about 25 feet long and 15 feet broad, and was supported on 
two sides by a row of stone pillars, all the space below being 
open, and appropriated principally to butchers' stalls. Between 
pillar and pillar was inserted some wooden palisading. Above, 
on the first floor, there was a room in which the Gourts were 
held and the business of the Manor transacted. Hard byi^ 
were the pillory and the stocks, the upright post of the former 
probably serving as a whipping pillar to which young culprits 
were bound. The stocks were afterwards removed to the foot 
of the Bridge, on the south side, whence they have now 
disappeared altogether. Not a few are there among our 
ancients who regret that the days are passed, in which a little 
summary punishment checked the onward progress of crime, 
without the necessity of consigning the young offender to a 
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I 

gaol, and thus branding him wiih a mark of disgrace that no 
length of time can obliterate. [These offices and practices all 
passed away at or before the entrustment of the heal govem- 
mefU to a body of Town Commissioners, who subsequently 
developed into an Urban Council] 

With all these relics of bygone days, the old Town Hall, as 
we have just intimated, has itself passed away. It had long 
been in a decaying state for want of repairs. Again and again 
had presentments been made concerning it, as a place not only 
'unfit but misafe to transact the Lord's business in.' Once 
at least the Borough Jury were bold enough to present the 
Steward, for not attending to their presentments in this 
particular. No attempt however was made to sustain the 
tottering fabric, and one night the building fell. Whether its 
fall was caused by accident or design, — rumour strongly 
asserts the latter, — men cared not to enquire. The person is 
now living who carted away the materials of the * Old Town 
Hall ' of Bradford, which he previously purchased for the sum 
of Twenty Shillings I 

A few words may be added on the Pbbbendal Manob 
which for the last three hundred years has been held separ- 
ately from the Lay Manob, to which more especially the 
remarks in the previous pages have had reference. 

The ' Prebendal Manor ' was, at the Dissolution, bestowed, 
as we have already stated, (p. 41.) on the Dean and Ohapter 
of Bristol by Henry YIII. In this gift was included all that 
hitherto had appertained to the Abbess as 'Sector' of 
Bradford. They hold the glebe farms and lands, (the latter 
lying dispersedly in small portions throughout the whole 
parish),— the houses built on them in the town itself, — ^perhaps 
the site of the old Hospital of St. Margaret,— -the great Tithes, 
— ^the advowson of the living. The land possessed by them 
amounts to some 530 acres, more than half of which is in the 
Tithing of Winsley. On the impropriate Bectory there are the 
following charges, — "Payment (it is called Pensio) to the 
Bishop of Sarum, £2." ; and " Pension to the Dean and 
Ohapter of Sarum 18b. 4d/' 
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From a Parliamentary suryey made in 1649, the original 
manuscript of whioh is still preserved among the archives of 
the Dean and Chapter of Bristol, we extract the following 
information, and with this we will conclude our remarks on 
the ' Manor of Bradford/ 

'* Memoranchmu. There is a Court Baron belonging to the 
Manner of the Bectorie of Bradford to be kept at the 
will of the Lord within the said Manner. 

«The Tenants of the said Manner are to performe 
their suit and service at the Court aforesaid. 
"Oustames, The Lord by the Custome of the Manner may 
graunt estates for three lives by coppy of Court Boll. 

"The Widdow of the purchaser only to enjoy the 
lands that her husband shall happen to dye siezed of 
and not otherwise. 

"The Lord of the Manner aforesaid can have no 
Herriott by the custome of the said Manner but such as 
shall be expressed in the Tenants ooppye by agreement 
between Lord and Tenant." 



THE PABI8H CHUECH. 

The Parish Church of Bradford-on-Avon is dedicated to the 
* Holy Trinity.' The memorial of the holiday originally kept 
in observance of the dedication of the Church is still preserved 
in an annual fair " holden in the Borough on the morrow after 
Trinitie Sunday." [This Fair is now obsolete.] 

Although the building, taken as a whole, has no great 
pretensions to architectural excellence, being a strange, and, to 
many eyes, discordant mixture of every variety of style, yet its 
very antiquity makes it interesting. Nearly eight hundred 
years have perhaps passed by since the original structure, 
much of which still remains, was erected. The additions that 
from time to time have been made to it seem to be a 
connecting link between the present and the past, and to tell 
silently, yet not unimpressively, the tale of bygone generations, 
who slumber now wiUiin its walls or beneath its shade, each 
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of whom has left a memorial behind them. Its very irregU' 
larities, whilst they preserve the vestiges of the growth and 
tell the history of the bnildiDg, mark also the successive 
changes in the parish itself, from times when wealth and 
devotion went hand in hand, and men vied with one another 
in their costly offerings to the Temple of God, to times when 
they measured all things by the narrow standard of a selfish 
utilitarianism, and, though they themselves ' dwelt in cedar/ 
suffered the House of Grod to be altogether unadorned, and to 
a great extent uncared for and neglected. 

*' A mother Ohurch," says Bishop Eennett, "was the more 
honorable for being branched out into one or more subordinate 
chapels."^ In this respect our ' old Church ' was more than 
usually privileged, at least six, if not more, distinct chapels 
being dependent upon it. These chapels were built originally 
as we have intimated in a previous page (37), in the 14th or 
16th century, to supply the wants of those who lived at a 
distance from the town, and the duties in them were performed 
by Chaplain Priests — {Capellam they are commonly termed), 
— who were under the direction and control of the Vicar. 

The Parish Church, in its present state, consists of a 
Chancel, — Nave, — ^North Aisle, — a Tower at the west end,-^ 
a small Chantry Chapel at the south-east comer of the Nave, 
— and a South Porch. 

The building seems originally to have consisted only of a 
Chancel, about two-thirds as long as the present one, and a 
Nave of the same dimensions as now. Judging from the 
appearance of the masonry, and the manner in which the 
present Tower is united at its south-east angle with the body 
of the Church, there would seem to have been also a Tower to 
the original building, a portion of what was probably the 
angular turret to carry the staircase still remaining. All this 
was no doubt the work of the twelfth century. 

In the fourteenth century the Chancel appears to have been 
lengthened and the east and north-east windows to have been 
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inserted, the charaoteriBtics of this portion of the Ohnroh 
enabling us to attribute it to the widdh-fomted^ or deccrated^ 
period of architecture. 

Towards the latter portion of the fifteenth century, judging 
from the tracery of the window and other features of the 
structure, we should imagine that the present Tower was 
added to the Church. 

No long time after, probably at the end of the fifteefnih or 
the commencement of the sixteenth century, the North Aisle 
was added. We shall presently state our reasons for believing 
that this part of the Ohurch was built at two distinct periods, 
though at no long interval probably between them. 

A little later, possibly shortly before the Beformation, the 
small Chantry Chapel, now called the Kingston Aisle, was 
built ; by whom, it is not known, — though perhaps by some 
member of the ' Hall ' family, the proprietors at that time of 
the ' Mansion House,' by the owner of which, for the time 
being, it has always been held. 

Thb Chanobl. 

The Chancel is about 48 feet in length and 20 in width. 
Both externally and internally those features, which prove the 
original building to have been of Norman date, are distinctly 
traceable. The plain flat buttress, which seems but little 
more than thickening of the walls, ending in a gentle slope 
just below the parapet, is to be seen here. Moreover, though 
now blocked up with large monuments affixed to the wall, the 
traces of the long and narrow semi-circular headed Norman 
windows are plainly discernible. There appear to have been, 
as far as we can conjecture, two such windows in each of the 
side walls of the Chancel. Internally they were splayed very 
considerably. [Two of these original windows ham since been 
uncovered and opened]. In carrying out some rispairs about 
eighteen months ago, traces were found of illuminations, &c., 
on the walls. Over the head of the most eastern of the 
Normaji windows on the south side, was a scroll on which was 
written the first article from the Apostles' Creed,—'' Credo izi> 
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Deam Patrem Omnipotentem." [the remftining portion of the 
insoriptiion was defaced.] Probably the rest of the oreed was 
insoribed on other parts of the Chancel walls. 

In the fourteenth eentory, to judge by the style of the 
architecture, the Chancel was considerably lengthened. The 
windows, both at the east end, and at the north-east side of 
the Chancel, together with the external buttresses of this 
portion of it, belong to the middle-pointed or decorated style ; 
as also does the battlemented parapet, which was no doubt, at 
the same time, carried round both sides of the Chancel, 
superseding the original, and simpler, Norman work. 

Both of the windows just alluded to, are remarkable for the 
simplicity, yet chasteness, of their design. The [easf] window 
consists of five lights, all terminating, with semi-continuous 
tracery, in a circle at the head of the window, composed of six 
cusped triangles. Till lately the window was for the most 
part blocked up with stone, and the upper tracery cut away 
and filled with fragments of coloured glass, most of it of a very 
inferior description. The lower part within was, in accordance 
with the taste of the last century ' ornamented ' with wooden 
panelling in a quasi-classical style, in the centre of the whole 
arrangement being a large oil painting of the last supper by a 
native artist, that testified more to his devotedness than his 
skill. The painting has been removed to the vestry of the 
Church, and the window, after a complete restoration of the 
stone-work, has been filled with stained glass, executed by 
Messrs. O'Connor, of London. The subjects of the various 
paintings are (1.) The Nativity,— (2.) The Baptism,— (8.) The 
Crucifixion, — (4.) The Entombment, — (5.) The Besurrection; 
and underneath are inscribed the following words from the 
Xiitany : — " By thy birth, — ^By thy baptism, — By thy precious 
death, — ^By thy burial, — By thy glorious resurrection, — Oood 
Lord, deliver us." The tracery at the head of the window 
contains emblems of the ' Holy Trinity,' in honour of whom 
the Church is dedicated. 

The window on the north-east side of the Chancel consbts 
of two lights. The tracery is somi-continuous. At the head 
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of the window is a trefoil with double ousping. PoBsibly a 
window of similar design or character was at one time on the 
south-east side of the Chancel. If so, it must have been 
removed, and its place supplied by the larger one of four 
lights which is by no means a bad example of the Perpen- 
dicular style. 

Bbobssbd Tombs. — ^There are in the Ohancel a considerable 
number of monumental memorials. For the present we will 
only speak of the two oldest and most interesting of them, — 
the recessed tombs,— one of which is on the north, and the 
other on the south side. They are formed in the body of the 
wall of the Ohurch, and extend to within some eight or ten 
feet of what would seem to have been the original eastern 
termination of the Chancel. Judging from the style of 
architecture, the extension of the Chancel and the erection of 
these two tombs would appear to have been the work of much 
the same period. 

Of the two recessed tombs, the one on the north side of the 
Ohancel is perhaps the more ancient, though there is no long 
interval between them. Originally, like the one on the south 
side, it was surmounted by a canopy ; portions of the original 
label, and of some of the crocketting of the pediment, having 
been discovered among the dibris, whilst clearing away a large 
monumental tablet, which had been fixed on the face of the 
wall immediately in front of it. The whole of the ornamental 
work had been previously destroyed, and the recess filled up, 
to enable the marble-mason to attach the slab in question to 
the wall. The effigy is a female figure, the costume of which, 
— (one feature being the wimple, or handkerchief round the 
neck and chin,) — fixes the probable date of it in the time of 
Edward I., or about 1280— ISOO. A small [a/nd very beaiutifull 
figure of the head of a female, — habited in like manner with the 
wimple, — was a short time ago discovered during the progress of 
some repairs to the tomb, which was clearly a corbel of the label 
that formerly went round the outer arch. As to whose tomb it 
may be, we have no certain due at all. From the ancient 
deeds, to which reiecenoe has been made in a previoos page 
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(81), we might, in the absence of any definite informationi 
hazard a plansible oonjeotore. Even at the middle of the 
13th century the ' Hall ' family, as they were in course of 
time designated, were persons of consequence and property in 
Bradford. Liying, as we know they did, in the Town, and in 
a 'Mansion House,' on the site probably of the present 
Kingston House, it is not a little remarkable that there is no 
memorial in the Ohuroh, to which we can certainly point as 
referring to members of this family ' — and yet nothing should 
we look for more naturally. As then we find, from a deed 
which bears date, — (for reasons which we have specified (p. 
81)— from 1247-]26a, that at that time ^Agnea ' is represented 
as the ' relict ' of ' Beginald de AuU,' and seems, (we may also 
infer) to have been left a comparatively young widow, her 
children being under age, there is no improbability in the 
supposition that the tomb, of which we are speaking, may be 
hers. TlQ her children became of full age, she appears to 
have been the head of the family in Bradford. Though, of 
course, all is conjecture, still, the probable date of the tomb, 
— ^the high position she herself held, — ^the fact that she might 
well have been living at the close of the 18th century,— all 
lend colour to the supposition, that this recessed tomb on the 
north side of the Ohancel may be that of < Agnes de AulA.' 

Of the recessed tomb on the south side of tiie Chancel, with 
its elegant and cusped canopy within, and its curious gable 
and small lancet window without, we have already given a 
drawing (pi. iii. p. 82), so that further description is unneces- 
sary. The effigy itself is sadly mutilated, but enough remains 
to enable us from its costume, as well as from the mouldings 
and other details of the canopy, to assign its date to the 
beginning of the 14th century. Whose tomb it may be none 
can tell ; the crossed legs may denote that the deceased was a 
person of authority, or ofiEice, under the King ; for it is 
generally understood now that this attitude does not neces- 
sarily refer to the taking of the cross. [In a later passage in 
this fDcrk Canon Jones suggests that this figure may haoe 
represented WUUam HaUt the QmmsTt who Uoed in the laU$r 
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half of th$ 18th cenPury, and afpparently was stiU living A,D. 
1815, when his name occurs as William de Bradford in a deed 
in the MouUon Charter Book,] It may be the tomb of Sir 
John de Holte, whose name occurs very frequently in deeds of 
the time of Edward I., and who, in the year 1314, was Sheriff 
of Wiltshire ; — but this, of coarse, is mere oonjecture. 

Within the last eighteen months the whole of the Ohancel 
has been fitted up with oak stalls and seats. A gallery erected 
in 1707 by Thomas Lewis, then Vicar, which stretched across 
the Chancel arch, and entirely shut out the view of the 
eastern part of the Church from the Nave, has also been 
removed. The Chancel Arch itself would seem to have been 
rebuilt about the end of the 16th century. There are evident 
traces of the rood-screen, — several fra^pnents of it, together 
with an original bench end with its finial, were discovered 
during the progress of repairs. The rood-loft still remains. 
[It is not there now.] The Ohancel Arch seems to have been 
illuminated, much of the colouring yet remaining where the 
thick coats of white-wash, which have been mercilessly laid on 
here, as in other parts of the Church, have been removed. 
The giving way of the south wall of the Chancel at some timet 
— (though certainly not within the last 220 years,) ^ — ^has 
caused this arch to spread considerably. Further damage has 
been prevented by the insertion of iron bars, one of which of 
great strength, though concealed by plastering and white- 
washing, stretches across the Church just above the Chancel 
Arch, and ties the walls together. 

In removing some panelling which covered the wall, two 
small recesses, were discovered on the south side near the east 
end of the Chancel ; one of them would seem to have been an 

^The Ghanoel Boof was ceiled with plaster in the year 1686. At that 
time the south waU had eridentlj given way, as the plaster oomlce is 
carried roimd, and adapted to the oarvatnre which the line of this waU 
had assumed. We cannot peroeive any mark of cracks in the plaster 
which seems much in the state in which it was first put np, so that we 
may fairly conclude that for at least two centuriet there has heen no 
further Reading of the Ohancel wall. [TJUt fine plaster ceiling wa$ 
remoned ky the XecUsiasUcal CommiesUmsrs, wkm they ertctid theprsient 
kUeeu^ooodeneeUimg. 0.8^.] 
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* Ambry/ and the other a ' Fisoina.' The latter has been so 
mutilated, that it is ahnost impossible to say what was its 
original design. 

Tao Navb. 

The Nave is 88 feet in length and about SO in width. The 
north wall has been removed for the insertion of arches, by 
which it is divided from an Aisle on that side. On the south 
we have still the original wall, the external buttresses, &c. and 
traces within of the long semi-circular headed windows which 
once existed, enabling us to pronounce it to have been of 
Norman date. [Ccmon Jones tnmt ham been mistaken in this ; 
Jw the two large 15th eeniwry windows must ham entirely 
obliterated the Norman ones for whieh they were substikUed, 
The only Norman window which could ham been seen by him is 
that over the porch ; and that has been re-opened. The two 
large windows of the 18th century, made to gioe Ught to the 
pulpit, which then stood about the centre of the Nave against the 
south wdU, were simply square openings of no architectural 
interest, and were buiU up in 1862. (0.8. A.}] The present 
windows are all of them later insertions ; some of them indeed 
have been made in very modern times, and in the usual 
tasteless style of the 18th century. Two large windows are of 
Perpendicular date, and of these, the one at the west end, 
with a traoeried transom, is particularly good : the other is 
filled with stained glass, the gift of Mr. John Ferrett, collected 
it is said, by him abroad, consisting of a number of medallions 
in which are depicted various scenes from the life of our 
Blessed Lord. The tracery is filled up with divers fragments 
of glass, some of which is hardly in keeping with that 
contained in the lower part of the window. 

It may be mentioned that there appear, on either side of the 
present Porch, to be traces of an older door*way leading into 
the Nave. The Porch, as it now stands, it may be mentioned 
in passmg, is of late date. The Niches, of which there are two 
^-one over the interior and another over the exterior doorway, 
—would seem to be earlier than the remaining part O^^^N!P)Qle 
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Btrooture. They possibly formed part of an older Poroht and 
were inserted in the present one. 

The Boo! of the Nave is of the 16th or 17th centories, and 
is of Elizabethan or Jacobean style plastered and panelled 
within. IThis interesting ceiling was unfortunately desPrayed 
in 1862. O.8.A.] 

Tbb Aiblb. 

The Aisle is 90 feet in length and about 15 feet in width. 
Though at a first glance the whole of this portion of the 
Church may well be considered to have been built at the same 
time, yet an attentive examination of the fabric makes it very 
evident that such was not the case. Not only are each of the 
two eastern bays of less width than each of the remaining 
three, but there are differences, though small, to be observed 
in the mullions and tracery of the windows, that distinctly 
mark the present Aisle as of two periods. The eastern 
portion was probably built first, and this extended as far as 
the end of the second bay from the Ohaneel, in fact to a large 
block of masonry^ that is still left standing, (and which is part 
no doubt of the original wall,) and forms a sort of division 
between the two portions of the Aisle. It is by no means 
difficult for an experienced eye to detect, at this point, 
evidences of an Aisle having once terminated here. Though 
the whole Aisle has had an oak-pannelled ceiling, yet the 
design of the two parts of it is different, and the general 
character of the work, together with what our masons call the 
angle corbelling at the point in question, prove dearly that we 
are right in the opinion we have expressed as to the extent at 
the original Aisle. Externally too, you may trace distinctly 
the toothing of the masonry, the marks, that is, of the union of 
the older to the newer work; and, not only so, but the 
portions of the battlemented parapet to the east of the north 
door— (which is itself placed at the point which we are 

^ Behind this blook of wmmodij are ttill to be seen the remains of an 
original Norman bnltreis, which prores that we are right in the snppoii* 
tton that lbs Ohurah oiiglaaUy onnrirtid only of a Ghanoel and a Nave^ 
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indioating) — ^rary materially in aise from those on the western 
side of it, the former being smaller than the latter. [Ccmon 
Jones was mistaken here ; as all the architectv/ral features point 
to the fact that the three westernmost bays formed the original 
north Aisle, the two easternmost hays hawng afterwards been 
added to form the Horton Ohantry Chapel. As the greater part 
of the arcade has been rebuilt, and all the arches are of much the 
same width, it is difficult to explcwn this ; but the exact position 
of each portion is clearly shewn by the plan now hanging in the 
Vestry. The north door Canon Jones speaks of was of no archi- 
tectural value. It W€LS probably formed when the Oalleries were 
erected in the 17th century, O.S.A. 

The AtUhor must have subsequently come round to the view of 
Mr, Adye ; years afterwards, in the " Bradford^nhAvon 
Pictorial Ouide," he advanced the opinion that the western 
portion was the Chantry of St. Nicholas, endowed by Beginald 
HaU about 1420, and that the panelled recess was the reredos of 
the Ohantry Altar. J.B.] 

At the east end of the Aisle also there was most probably an 
altar formerly, [that of Hcrtoris CharUry'] the sill of the window 
there being oonsiderably higher than those of the other windows. 
A long squint, or hagioscope, extends from the south east angle 
of the Aisle, for many feet, and was originally brought out at 
the west comer of the recessed tomb in the north wall in the 
Chancel. There is also in the north wall, — in the part of 
the Aisle we have described as an addition to the original 
one, — a straight-headed panelled and ornamented recess 
which seems once to have contained a crucifix and to have 
been decorated with colours. It was probably the Beredos 
of an altar situated here. The lower part of it is at present 
shrouded with pews, but there appears to be some handsome 
stone work beneath. It may be that these two aisles, 
afterwards forming but one, were originally the two chan- 
tries, of which we shall presently speak, that we find existing 
at the time of the Beformation in connection with this 
Ghurch. 
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ThB EnffOBTON AlBLB. 

By this term is now designated a small Ohantry Ohapeli 
twelve cmd a half feet in width and tixteen in length, at the 
south-east angle of the Nave, erected most probably by some 
member of the ' Hall ' family, the maternal ancestors of the 
Dukes of Elingston, from whom the Aisle derives its present 
name. This part of the Church has been much injured by the 
failure of the adjoining wall. It has also been sadly mutilated 
in other respects, — ^by the addition of a high roof with a gable 
instead of the original flat roof,— the rebuilding of the parapets 
in wrong character, — and the introduction of a window on the 
south side, very inferior, without doubt, in design to the one 
for which it was substituted, and which, most probably, was 
similar to the window which, though blocked up, still remains 
in the east side. At the north-east comer there is a recess in 
the wall which has been recently opened, and which would 
seem to have been an < Ambry.' [This Ambry also disappea/red 
in 1862, C.8,A,] There was no doubt, at one time, an altar 
at the east end. There are no traces of its having been ever 
used as a Mortuary Chapel. [Several leaden coffins were found 
in 1862-64, doubtless those of some of the ' MaU ' family.] The 
Aisle was but a few years ago separated by some Jacobean 
screen work from the body of the Church, and over the lintel 
of the door-way were placed the arms of Hall. They were 
coloured— < 5a5fe, three battle axes, or,'— and the side orna- 
ments were of an Rrabesque character. The Aisle is kept in 
repair by the owner of Elingston House. [This *' Aisle " was 
generously given up by Mr. Stephen Moulton in 1864 at the 
restoration of the Church. Two " faculty " pews were cUlotted 
to him and his successors in consideration of this gift. Next 
behind these a/re two other faculty pews belonging to Hortoris 
Ohantry.] 

Thb Towbb. 

Judging from the upper vnndows of the Tower, this part of 
the Church seems to be the work of the latter part of the 15th 
century. It is a plain massive structure, square in form, with 
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a turret gtair-ease at its Bonth-eaet angle. It is samumnted 
by a small spire which hardly looks in proportion to the rest 
of the stractore, and giyes to the whole a dwarfed appearanoe; 
though this may perhaps be owing to the low situation in 
which the Church stands, the houses all rising above it, on the 
north side, in successive ranks to the top of the hill. At one 
angle of the Tower there are evident remains of some of the 
original Norman work; the door- way and a small window, 
which is deeply splayed internally and formerly gave light to 
the staircase, being evidently much older than other parts of 
the present building. It has been already intimated that this 
was probably the angular turret which carried the staircase to 
a tower of earlier date : — indeed you can distinctly trace the 
junction of the older with the more recent work. [The 
construction of the stone strut which receives a landing on the 
stair, now surrounded by an iron railing, was an ingenious 
contrvoance of the architect for the utilization of the old 
staircase. (TT-H./.)] 

The Tower is united to the Nave by means of a handsome 
panelled arch of good proportions. The whole of this is 
excluded from view in consequence of a large gallery, 
containing an organ also of large size, extending across the 
west end of the Nave. [This gailery has been destroyed, and 
the organ removed to the Kingston Aisle.] The interior of the 
lower story of the Tower has some simple, yet good, groined 
stone vaulting in the roof, by which it is separated from the 
ringing-loft. 

Thb BbIiLS. — These are eight in number, and have been 
pronounced to be amongst the best and heaviest peals, of eight, 
in Wiltshire. The inscriptions upon them are as follows : — 

1. EEAR GOD ; HONOUR THE EINQ. A. ^ B. 1764. 

3, [PEAOB AND GOOD KBIGHBOURHOOD. A. £ B. 1764.] 

8. THOMAS YEBBURT AND GEOBGE GOLDISBUBT, GHUBOH. 
WABDENS. 80.* 

4. [BEOAST 1870, WILLIAN BLEWB ft SONS, BIBMINGHAM. 
EMANUEL TAYLOB AND GEOBGE 8PBN0EB, OHUBOHWAB- 
DENS.] 

*aiO FOB 1680. 
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6. HONOUB THE KINa. LW. 1614. 

6. PB08PERITY TO THE TOWN OF BRADFORD [AND THE 
TRADE THEREOF.! AB : RUDHALL. FOUNDER, 1764. 

7. LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR. I.W.i 

8. [SANOTA TRINITAS UNUS DEUS MISERERE NOBIS ^ 
ATT Dm, 1889. W. H. JONES, M.A., VICAR AND OANON OF 
8ARUM. 0. S. ADYE AND W. E. TAYLOR, OHUROHWARDENS. 
LLEWELLINS A JAMES, BRISTOL.] 

In the year 1553, according to the certificates of ' Sir 
Anthony Hungerford, William Sherington, and William 
Wrooghton, Knights,' there were fioe bells belonging to the 
Parish Church. Unless we suppose any of them to have been 
broken and recast, we possess none of them at present, as the 
dates on the bells now in the Tower are all subsequent to the 
period of that enquiry. The entry to which we allude is 
contained in a document relating to ' Ohurch Goods,' is to be 
found in the Becord OfSce in Oarlton Bide, and is as follows :- 

*' BsADnOBDB. Deliyerad to Robert Browne uid to RlohArd Ruidell 
onppe or dhAllie by Indenture of zri ounces and v 
hellet. 
In plate to the Kingee use ▼ ounces. 

It appears from the minute book of Vestry, that in 1736 
there were already six beUs in the Tower of the Parish Church. 
A resolution was passed, Aug. 19th, in that year < That the 
Churchwardens have full power to agree with some Bell- 
founder for two new belht (less than the present Treble) in 
order to make it a Bing of Eight bells, the said two Bells to be 
brought forthwith and sett up at the parish charge.' These 
bells cost, as appears from the accounts of the following year, 
the sum of £93 14s. 2^, exclusive of the expense of hanging 
them in the Tower, and were supplied by a founder of the 
name of < Cockey.' Neither of these bells appears to be in the 
Tower at the present time. The Vestry accounts of 1755*56 
show that a considerable sum was then expended in altera- 
tions, Ac., with regard to the bells, a founder of the name of 
' Budhall ' having been employed for the purpose. 

» Date 161i is cbalked on the belL 
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Of the present peal, the fifth and seventh were cast in the 
year 1614 at the foundry of John Wallis in Sahsbury. The 
third and fourth were cast, in 1680, by Roger Purdue, of 
Salisbury, [cmd the fourth recast in 1870.] In 1764 the first, 
second, and sixth bells were cast at the foundry of Abel 
Budhall of Gloucester. When the original tenor was placed 
in the Tower is not known ; it was broken about seventeen 
years ago, and was recast, in 1842, by Messrs. Hears of 
London, [and again recast in 188^.] 

Suspended in the Binging-loft are the following lines, entitled 

* The Bells, an address to the Bingers,' written by the late 

Vicar, the Bev. H. Harvey. 

SAcred to Gk>D the Lobd and in His House high raised. 
May holy soands from us be heard, and He be praised ; 
Bradford, when joy abounds, *tis ours with gladdening voice 
Thy Sons newborn in Ghbist to bid in Him rejoice : 
And when by death assailed and sunk in whelming grief, 
'T)8 ours to bid them mourn in Him, and find relief. 
Alike we call to prayer, and when the Table's spread, 
*Ti8 ours the same to tell, that Souls may there be fed : 
We too around proclaim the quickly fleeting time. 
And songs of heavenly praise with tuneful notes we chime ; 
Gome then, on Avon's bank, a ransomed, pardoned, band. 
And strike, as well beseems, with saintly, reverent, hand ; 
Gome, Ghristian Bingers, come, and strike with godly fear. 
That all who hear our sounds, our sounds may love to hear. 
H. H., Dec. 10th, 1842. 

[In 1727 we ha/oe a curious entry in the Vestry Book. Paid 
the Bingers the 28th and 29th of May, £1 : 00 : 0, Paid the 
Bingers by Mr. Methuen's orders, 
The First of August 
TJie Proclamation Day 
The Coronation Day 
The King^s Birthday 
The Fifth of November 
The Prince's Birthday 
The Queen*s Birthday 
Apparently all this was the outcome of the loyalty of Mr. 
Thomas Methuen, 

But Prince William (the " bluidy Duke;' as the Scots called 
him) was put off with half-a-^irown's worth of ringiTig.] 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



£ 10 





1 00 





1 1 





10 





10 





10 





10 






114 Bradford-upon-Avon. [P(msh Chwrch. 

Thb Chamtbibb. 

In the Valor Eoclesiastioas,^ which was made about the 25th 
Henry VIII. (o. 1533), we have an account of Two Chaniriei 
connected with the Parish Church. The one was held by 
'William Byrde/ the Vicar, and was, — (after deducting 
£3 6s. 8d. to be expended for ' works of charity ' in accordance 
with the direction of the Founder,) — of the value of £6 13s. 4d. 
The other was, according to the same authority, held by 
* Thomas Horton ' as Chantry Priest, and was of the same 
gross value as the former, but liable to a deduction of 
£2 14s. 4d. * for works of charity ' — in accordance, it is added, 
' with his otun appointment ' {ex ordinaciofie sud) — from which 
it would naturally be inferred that the same person was the 
Founder and Chantry Priest. In a previous page (p. 41, note) 
we have entered on some of the difficulties connected with this 
statement, and have suggested explanations. The 'Thomas 
Horton,' whom I presume to have been the founder of this 
Chantiy, died at Westwood 14 August, 22 Henry VIII. (1580); 
his wife ' Mary ' was living in 1538, but died in, or before, 
1645.« 

^ The entries are as foUows i—^Valor EceUs. ii. 81.) 

Cakt'ia in Eccl'ia P'ocbial ds Bbadfobd. 
WiU's Bryd est Cant'iBta. 

£ 8. d. 

Valet p. anna •-x 

Unde in operibus Gharitatii ex ordinao fundat - Ixri Till 

£t reman* clare p. annu yi xiii iv 

Gakt*bia IBmXM. 
Thomas Horton est Oant'ista. 

£ s. d. 

Valet p. anna x 

Undo in operibas Gharitatis ex ordinac* stia p. annu liv iv 

£t reman* clare p. annu vti vi viii 

> This last fact we learn from the leasing out of certain of the lands, 
which formed the endowment of this Ghantry, situated at KebyU (Keevil) 
in Wilts, to *WiUiam Lucas* for the term of forty years, *Bach term 
commencing from the decease of Mary widow of Thomas Horton,' who 
(the record goes on to say) is now (1546) dead ; — (* termino predicto Incipi* 
ente post mortem Marie Horton vidue que quidem e vita decessit.') 
■ Gertificates of GoUeges and Ghantries, No. 69, Wilts,* among the Records 
of the late Ooort of Augmentations, belonging to the Court of Sxchequer. 
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The statements contained in the ' Valor Eodesiastious ' are 
by no means confirmed by subsequent Becords. Among the 
documents contained in the late Court of Augmentations 
(Carlton Bide) we have three returns to Commissions of 
enquiry on the subject of colleges and Chantries, &c., and in 
none of these is there any mention at all of the former Chantry 
in the Parish Church. Their statements are at variance 
moreover with the first-named record as to the valtie of 
Horton's Chantry. Possibly the former Chantry, which was 
in 1533 held by the Vicar, was but a temporary foundation, or 
was endowed with lands held on lives or on lease, the tenure 
of which was determined in due course and was not renewed. 
Of this character may have been the one we alluded to in a 
previous page (41), which was founded by Beginald Halle, as 
early as 7 Henry V. (a.d. 1420.) 

Of * Horton's Chantry ' we have full and detailed accounts. 
Of the Commission of Enquiry conducted in 37 Henry VIII. 
by 'John, Bishop of Sarum, Sir Thomas Seymour, Knight, 
Bobert Chydley, Esquire, and Thomas Leigh and William 
Grene, Gentlemen,' we have two reports; the one being a 
complete account of all the lands and tenements belonging to 
the said Chantry together with the rents issuing therefrom, 
the names of the various tenants, the precise nature of the 
several tenures, &c. ; and the other a summary of the principal 
matters relating to it, in the form of answers to certain articles 
of enquiry, to which the attention of the Commissioners was 
especially directed. Of a subsequent, and third enquiry, con- 
ducted by * John Thynne and William Wroughton, Knights, 
Charles Bulkeley, John Barwycke and Thomas Chafynne, 
Esquires, William Thornhyll and Lawrence Hyde, Gentlemen,' 
in the second year of Edw. VI. (1648), we have an account in 
a Document entitled *' The Booke of Survey of the Colleges 
and Chantries et cetera " [Com. Wiltes.] 

From these various Becords we glean the following inform- 
ation respecting the Chantry in question. 

The gross revenue of the Chantry is said to have amounted 
to £11 13s. 4d. The lands and tenements from which it arose 
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were situated at Allington, Chippenham, Winfield, HtdlaTiDg- 
ton, Eeevil, and Box, in the county of Wilts ; at Whitoome, 
and Farleigh Hungerford, in the county of Somerset ; and at 
Weston in the parish of Marshfield, in the county of 
Gloucester. There was also a house at Bradford, with a 
garden adjoining, known as 'the Mantyon house,' of 'the sayd 
Chauntre' which the Chantry Priest, for the time being, 
occupied, at a yearly rent of 3s. 4d. 

The first named Commissioners reported concerning this 
Chantry, — 

«' There appears 'to have been no abuM in this initanoe inaamach as the 
revenues and profits of the said Chantry are expended and consumed in 
accordance with the original foundation of the same."^ 

From the report of the second Commission we learn that 
' William Furbner ' then (1548) ' of the age of Ivi yeres ' was 
Incumbent. They add the following particulars, which, as 
interesting, we print in full : — 

**The plate belongynge unto the sayd Chauntre xvii ouz. 

** The Goodis and Omamentis belongynge unto the said Chauntre prised 
at zziiii ivd. 

" SAttn^' The sayd Incumbent is a very honeste man weU learned and 
ryght able to serve a Cure albeit a very poore man and hathe none other 
lyvynge but the sayd Chauntre, and Furthermore he is bounde by the 
fundatyon to kepe a Free Scole at Bradforde, and to gyve to the CUrke^ 
ther yerely xz* to teache children to synge for the mayntonance of Divine 
Servioe, and also to distribute to the Poore yerely xiii« ivd all which 
things he hathe done accordinglye. 

" Also the sayd Parisshe of Bradforde is a greate Parisshe within whiche 
be the number of nlxxvj people which receyve the Blessed Communion and 
no Preste to helpe the Vicar there in administracon of the Sacramentis 
savings the sayd Chauntre Preste. Wherefore the Parishoners desire the 
Kinges moosto honorable Counoill to consider them accordingly. 

In a Eecord, bearing date a few months after the one just 

referred to, entitled—' Particulars for the Sale of Colleges, 

^ *' Abusus nullus apparet eo qd Bevencones et proficua ejusdem Cantarle 
expenduntur et consumuntur secundum primam fundaconem ejusdem.*' — 
' Certificates of Colleges and Chantries, Wilts,' No. 56. (Carlton Ride Office.) 

> By the * Gierke ' is here meant the * Parish Priest: In the * ParticuUrs 
for the Sale of Colleges, Chantries, &o.,' after reciting that ' the Incumbent 
for the tyme beinge is bound by the foundacion to kepe a Oramer Scoole 
at Bradforde,' — the record goes on to say, — * and to geve the Priest ther 
yearlie xi* to teche children to sing for the maintenance of Divine Service 
within th4 Parishe Churche ther.* 
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Chantries, &o.,'^ — we have the above circumBtanoes again 
reoited with the following additions : — 

" JHtrnflrxtlHttlll : to wright to the Beoeavor of Wilshere for payment 
of these folk as heretofore hathe ben cuted : 
"itUmotatlttttlll : ther is no Soole of Gramer ther." 

From the same docoment it appears that the property 
belonging to this Chantry, which here is valued at a sum 
slightly differing from that named in previous estimate, viz., 
at £11 18s. Sd. — (from whioh however was to be deducted the 
sum of 12s. 4d. payable to the Lord Arundel out of the lands 
at Eeevil,) — ^was sold (for twenty-two years' purchase) at 
£248 lOs. 2d. The purchasers seem to have been ' Thomas 
Horton, Esquire,' and ' Bichard Byllett/ — though the record 
is not specific as to the portion of the lands and tenements 
purchased by each of them. 

Thb Vicabagb. 

It has been already stated that the Bectory of Bradford 
together with the advowson of the living belonged in olden 
time to the Abbess of Shaftesbury, and, since the Beformation, 
to the Dean and Chapter of Bristol. The great Tithes of the 
whole parish, including in this the several chapelries, were 
commuted, in the year 1840, at the sum of £1507 2s. 

The Vicarage now comprises only a portion of what formerly 
belonged to it. The tithes of the several chapelries have been 
annexed to the Incumbencies of their respective ecclesiastical 
districts, with the exception of Christ Church, Bradford, which 
is in part endowed by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, and 
has a portion of income also arising from pew-rents. About 
sixteen years ago the old Vicarage House, having fallen into 
decay, was taken down and a new house erected, the expense 
being defrayed by money borrowed, on the security of the 
revenues of the living, from the Governors of Queen Anne's 
Bounty. 

^Vol. 68, of the Series of books remaining with the Ausmentation 
Beoordi. (Carlton Bide OfAoe.) 
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There are two Terriers in the Begistry of the Bishop of 
Salisbury relating to the Vicarage, which, as they are very 
short, we print verbatim. They would seem to show that the 
land formerly belonging to the Vicar was of somewhat larger 
extent than at present. The former of these Terriers is as 
follows : — 

** Bbadfobd. a Terrier of the Lands of the Mother Church of Bradford 
made the 19 of Octr. Ao. 1608. 

"Imp. One Mansion or Dwellinghouse with gardens, orchards and 
other grounde belonging to the same to the quantity of tuH) aereSf or 
thereabouts, Invironed by the Churchyard on the easte, and a grounde 
called Barton Orchard on the wes te. 

" Item. One littell Close in the Ghuoh [yard*] reaching from the 
Church geate to the very ground of the Qarden, by estimation one halfe 
acre or more. 

(signed) ** Thomas Bead, Vicar. 

"John Blaitchabd. 
'* Petsb Goolbb. 

The latter Terrier, made about a century later than the 
former, runs thus : — 

"A True and perfect Terrier of the Gleab Lands, Houses and other 
Edifices in the Borough of Bradford, in the Deanery of Potteme and 
Diocesse of Sarum, belonging to the Mother Church and Viearidge thereof. 

" Deo. 20, 1704. 

«( Impr. One Mantion House, where the Vicar is resident, with one 
Stable or Outhouse. 

" One other House where the Clark of the Parish Church now dweleth.f 

" One other House where the Sexton of the Parish Church nowdweleth. 

*' One other House where one Cooper now dweleth, all erected and built 
upon the Church Yard or Gleabe thereunto belonging. 

** Item. One Parcel of Meadow ground or pasture containing Tioo aereSf 
or thereabouts, now converted into a public Gkirden with a House thereon 
built, and Three other gardens ;— and all other Dues usually belonging to 
any Viearidge. 

(signed) "Tho. Lewis, Vicar. 

**JoHS Shbwbll, ) Ch. 
"Tho. Catob, i Wardens," 

The following list of Vicars has been compiled, for the most 
part, from Sir Thomas Phillips' edition of the ' Wilts Institu- 
tions.' In a few instances omissions have been suppUed from 

*M8. illegible: I can however haT6 no donbt as to the original word being as 
supplied in the text above. 
[f ThU UHU probably the house of Or^it, whom Oaimborough painUd which eHU 

fltfflMlilUI.] 
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other BOtiroes. Of most of the Vicars we know little more 
than their names. 

A.D. 

1813. BiCAOLD DB ExxiyzBTON ; presented by Gilbert de Middleton, who 
it called * Ftrmaritu EccUsice ds Br€tdeford.* [For the 
meaniog of this term see Above p. 74.] 

1848. BiCHABO DS MntsoHTON ; presented by Robert de Worth, who in 

1820 became the Lessee of the Rectorial Tithes under 
the Abbess of Shaftesbury, and, as such, presented to the 
UTing. 
. . . BoBXBT Aluakdeb ; presented by the same patron. 

1849. John Gzllk ; presented by the same patron. 

. * , William Botbleb. This name is not included in the list of 
Vicars, but in the following entry the fact of his Incum- 
bency is implied. 

1418. John Havylb aUoi Kino ; presented by the Abbess of Shaftes- 
bury on the resignation of William Boteler. [All the 
other Vicars, up to the time of the Reformation, were 
presented by the same Patron.] 

1418. Thokas Swavvam. He was Rector of Patney, in the patronage of 
the Bishop of Winchester, and exchanged with John 
Havyle. 

1499. Hbnbt Gavblbb. 

. . . Robbbt Gabpbntbb ;* this name is not in the Wiltshire Institu- 
tions, but the following entry presumes the fact of his 
Incumbency. 

1488. John Palbb ; presented on the resignation of Robert Carpenter. 

1468. John Fbankbletn ; on death of J. Paler. 

1464. Thomas Shobtbbyooe ; on the resignation of John Frankeleyn. 

1474. Simon Eltynoton ; by exchange with Thomas Shortbrygge. 

1481. John Bostoxb. 

1491. William Bbtddb ob Bybob; attainted of high treason, and 
deprived of the living. (See above p. 45). 

1640. Thomas Moblbt ; presented by the King (Henry VIII.) Ue was 
Suffragan Bishop of Marlborough, and, in accordance 
with the provisions of 26 Henry VIII. f c. xiv. held also 
the living of East Fittleton. He was consecrated in 

* Sir Thomas Fhllltps gives this ' Institviion ' thus,—** 1439. Bobebt Loxtnotok 
by exchange with H. Oaveler ; "—probably refenixig to the same person, e.^.— " B. 
Oupenter of Lokyngton,"— «s he came from a place so called. 

-(The act was entitled **An Act fer nominating and consecration of Suffragans 
within the Bealm.*' They were to exercise such jurisdiction as the Bishop of the 
Diocese shoald entmst to them, the tenn of their commission depending on his will. 
The object of this Institation,— (which, by the way, was not new in England, such 
Bishops having been appointed in this country as early as a.d. lSS5,)~wa8 for * the 
more speedy administration of the Sacraments and other good, wholesome, and 
devout things and laudable, ceremonies, to the increase of Ood's honor and the 
eonunodlty d good and devout people.* Bach Suffragan Bishop was permitted to 
hold two beBefloss. Ifarlboroagb was the only Snfltsgan See in Yruts. 
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1687. In Dr, Pegge'sJ list of Sufiragan Bishops he is 
called Thomas Bickley alias Morley. He was instituted 
to the livings of Bradford and East Fittleton on the 
same day, (28 Sept. 1640). 

1668(?). Thoma.8 Thackham. Appointed by the Dean and Chapter of 
Bristol. This Institution is not entered in the Sarum 
Registers, but the probable date of it is supplied by the 
decease of Bishop Morley, which took place in 1558. In 
1672 Thomas Thackham held St. Mary's, Wilton ; and 
in 1678 became also Bector of Hilperton. This Vicar 
died at Bristol— (of which he became a Prebendary in 
1690)— Sept. 28, 1692, and was, a few days afterwards, 
duried there. (Beg. Bur.) 

1692. Thokab Bbads. Presented by ' John Lacy ' who obtained the 
patronage by grant from ' Bobert Gostlyn,' ezeontor to 
Matthew Morrant, Gentleman, the grantee from the 
Dean and Chapter of Bristol.* This Yioar died at 
Brodford and was buried there March 22, 1884. (Beg. 
Bur.) 

1684. Nathahaxl Wilkikson. Presented by William Porrett, Clerk, of 
Swell, Co. Somerset, and Edward Cradock, of Fordington, 
Co. Somerset, by virtue of a deed of assignment made by 
Edith, relict of John Wilkinson, Prebendary of Bristol. 
[In a deed, alluded to in a previous page (100), in the 
possession of the Dean and Chapter of Bristol, it is said, 
— *< There is no Incumbent at Bradford att present.** 
(1649.)— The name, however, of * Nathanael Wilkinson ' 
appears as * Vicar * on a Subsidy Boll for 1642. In the 
* Sarum Registers * the following Vicar, * Thomas Lewis,* 
is said to have succeeded to the living by the decease (p^ 
mortem) of * Nathanael Wilkinson.' It would seem, 
therefore, either that this Vicar had been displaced, or 
that, dying before 1649, his place had not been at once 
filled up. The * Bishop's Registers ' would not acknow- 
ledge of course the right of an intruder to the living, and 
therefore, even if Nathanael Wilkinson had been dead 
some years, would nevertheless, on the next legal 
institution to the Vicarage, speak of it as void through 
his decease. I have searched in vain to ascertain the 
facts of the case, and especially whether, in the event of 
the ejection of this Vicar by * Tfhe Tryers,' — (who were 
in our neighbourhood in 1648-49,)— anotiier was appointed 

: This list is given in an Article on ' Soffragan Bishops ' in vol. vi, of Nichols's 
' Bibllotheca Topograph. Britan.' A reference is there made to the * Wharton MSB.' 
in Lambeth Palace ; No. 577, p. 358 and No. 689, p. 172. 

*In earlier times the Lessee of the Great Tithes, under the Dean and Chapter, 
seems also to have had the privilege of presenting to the living ; at all events, the 
Patrons leem to have disposed of this, as well as of other parts of the emoluments 
and privileges, from time to time, to various persons. Since the Bestoration, in 
1660, the Dean and Ohapter have alwajs retained in their own bands the right o< 
presenting to the living. 
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to supply his pl*ee. We can gleui nothing from our 
PftToohial Registers, which are sadly defectiye between 
16i5 and 1660 ;>-'indeed, for the greater portion of that 
time there are none at all. Moreover, the Lansdowne 
M8. No. 469, which gives an account of Church Livings 
in Wiltshire (1654) does not aUude at all to Bradford.] 

1660. Thomas Lbwxb ; presented by the Dean and Chapter of Bristol. 
Deceased December 1710; buried at Bradford. (Beg. 
Bur.) [From this time the presentations were uniformly 
made by the Patrons themselves.} 

1710. John Bogxbs, M.A. ; through the efforts of this Vioar» a School 
was, in January 1712, opened for his poorer Parishioners. 
Three years afterwards, by means of contribution from 
himself and others, and a grant of an old building, then 
called the * 8huU HcuH,* (of which we shall presently 
give a more particular account) the school was placed on 
a permanent footing. For many years before this time 
(1715) there seems to have been no such provision for 
the education of the children of the poor. See above 
p. 44. 

1754. Wauthb OHiPMAH, D.D. Prebendary of Bristol, (1740) and Master 
of St. John's Hospital, Bath. His farther, Walter 
Chapman, was Mayor of Bath in 1726. His brother 
John was subsequently elected Mayor of Bath seven 
times ; another brother was in 1716 Beotor of Waleot. 
He was not only a cotemporary and fellow collegian, 
but on terms of close intimacy with Dr. Samuel Johnson, 
Shenstone, and other literary characters. He was 
distinguished for his attainments as a scholar and for his 
eloquence as a preacher. He died at Shirehampton 
April 25, 1791, at the age of 60 yean. 

1791. JoHH Aylmbb, M.A. ; second son of the second Baron Aylmer, 
appointed Prebendary of Bristol September, 1750 ; died 
at liower College Green, Bristol, 16 November, 1798. 

1798. Frkdebic Wiluaic Blombbbg, D.D. ; a member of a family long 
attached to the Court, and educated in intimate associa- 
tion with the children of George m. Early in life he 
was appointed Chaplain and Secretary to the Prince of 
Wales (afterwards George IV.) and was instituted to the 
Bectory of Shepton Mallet m 1787. In 1790 he becamye 
a Prebendary of Bristol, and received the living of 
Bradford from the Dean and Chapter in 1798. In the 
year 1808 he was appointed Clerk of the Closet to the 
Prince of Wales, and shortly afterwards was nominated 
a Prebendary of Westminster. He subsequently received 
the Vicarage of Banwell from the Dean and Chapter of 
Bristol. On the death of the Bev. E. Bowles, he was 
appointed to Bradford a second time. He became in 
1822 a Canon of St. Paul's, and in 1885 received from 
that Cathedral the valuable living of St. Giles', Cripple- 
gate, kk the Vicarage Houm of whiob ha died Manb 98, 
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1847. He WAS oelelnrated m a mugioi«n, And espeoiAlly 
A8 a violonoello player. 

1799. Fbarcib Randolph, D.D. Prebendary of Bristol ;— afterwards 
Vicar of BanweU. 

1804. Edwabd BowlbSi M.A. ; previously Minor Canon of Bristol. 

1808. Fbkdbbio Willux Blombsbg, D.D. : appointed a ucond time. 

1886. Hbubt Habtey, M.A. Tntor to H.B.H. the present Duke of 
Cambridge; Canon of Bristol. In 1860 be was appointed 
Vicar of OlTeston in Gloucestershire, where he died 
November 20, 1864. 

1861. William Hxnby Jonsb, M.A. 

[Canon Jones is denroMy eommemoraUd in th$ PairUh 
Church by a stainsd-glau toindow, the central one in the 
north aisle* The privicipal figures therein represent — St. 
Aldhehn amd 8t. Lamrence : the imeriptian runs thus ;— 
To the greater glory of Ood amd in memory of Bev. W. H. 
Rich Jones, M.A., F.8.A,, Camsn non-reeidenHairy of 
Sairum and Vicar of Bradford^m'Avon from A.D. 1861 
to A.D, 168$, this vrindow was erected bypubUe subserip- 
Hon A.D. 1888. 
Bui his best memorial unqussHonaib^g is the restored Saxon 
Church hard by. The stone screen which parts the 
chancel from the nave, amd thus, in the opinion of some 
of us, has injured ihefine spacious aspect of the Churchy 
was erected to the memory of a pious and laborious 
Curate, the Bev. Baldwin Leighton.'] 

1886. BTzyNBY Gabbett Collzsson. 

Ohxtboh Platb. The Gommiinion Plate belonging to the 
Ohurch of the Holy Trinity, Bradford-on-Avon, is as follows: — 

1 Silver Flagon,— marked underneath the foot 17S8. 
1 Silver Flagon,— marked 68.16. J.F. 1764. 
IChaUoe. SUver^t 

1 Chalice and Cover,— engraved "Ex dono Bichardi Beade** and <The 

Communion Cup and Couer of the Parish of Bradford neare Bath.' 

2 Silver Chalices,— both marked J.F. 1764, one weighing 16.8, the other 

16.12. 
1 Silver Fatine,— engraved < Donum Franeisoi Smith nnper de Bradford* 
Ano. Dom. 1706. 

1 Patine, Silver-gilt,— small,— without inseription or date. 

2 Silver Patines,— both marked J.F. 1764, one weighing 6.10, the other 

9.11. 
1 Perforated Ladle, SUver,— marked 1764. 

1 Silver Alms Dish,— marked 84.16, and bearing the following Inscription: 
'* From an humble and grateful sense of the many and exceeding great 
blessings, it hath pleased the God and Father of all mercies to bestow on 
his unworthy servant, John Ferret ; this Salver, with a Flagon, twe Cups 
and Patines ; a yearly supply of Bibles, Conmion Prayers, and other 
Mliglous boeks for ever ;— the P^ted Glass in the East and Sonfh 
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Windows of this Ohnroh and other benefftotionB were given to the Town 
and Parish of Bradford, Wiltshire, by him who was born there, in the 
year of onr Lord 1702." 

Chubch anb Pabibh Bsoibtbbs. The Ghtiroh Begisters 
commenoe in the year 1579. Those of Baptisms are perfect 
up to the year 1648, — ^from that time till 1661 they are 
wanting; — ^from 1661 to the present date they have been 
regularly kept. — ^Those of Marriages extend from 1579 to 1653, 
though for the last three years they are very defective ; — from 
1663 to 1661 there are none ; — ^from that date they are in good 
preservation. — ^Those of Burials are imperfect from 1642 to 
1647, and from that date to 1661 they are missing; in other 
respects they are well kept. The entries for the most part 
seem to have been made by the Vicar, or Minister, for the 
time being. In some parts they have been however evidently 
kept by a less educated person, possibly by the Sexton or 
Parish Clerk. 

The Parish Chest contains little either of antiquity or of 
interest. I have met with no documents in it of an earlier 
date than the middle of the 17th century. They consist 
chiefly of apprentice indentures, — orders for removal,— certifi- 
cates brought by ' strangers ' who wished to settle in Bradford 
from the authorities of the Parish to which they belonged, — 
bonds of indenmity given by employers to save the inhabitants 
harmless in the event of any of the non-parochial artizans 
becoming chargeable to Bradford. The earliest Vestry Book 
in the Parish Chest dates only from 1725, and a volume 
containing the proceedings for some years previously to 1836 
is missing. I am in possession of some extracts made from 
this Vestry Book not many years ago, so that I am in hopes it 
may yet be found and restored to the Parish Chest. 

[The names of the churchwardens since 1659 have been 
preserved. Of those noteworthy in the totvn's history are 
Methuen 1673-4; 1701 (this was John Methuen the Ambas- 
sadcyr); Druce 1671, 1673-6, 1737'8'9'40 ; Yerbury 1677-8-9- 
80-81, 1692-3; Timbrell 1779-80, 1810 to 1819, 1835 to 1855 ; 
TugweU 1751 to 1765, 1771'2'3, 1795'6'7, 1804 to 1809, 1814-5; 
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Shrapnell 1712-13, 1787 to 1741, 1766; also Bush, Strtmbridge, 
Bethell, Benison, Ta/ylor, dteJ] 

The Vestry Book (1725) to which I have alluded as the 
oldest; known for a certainty to be in existence, has the 
following inscription on the first page, which, it is possible, 
may imply, that previous Churchwardens had not guarded, or 
handed down the Parish Becords, with sufficient care. 

" Edward Borkham and Edward Young, Ghorohwardeas of Bradford in 
the County of Wiltes. Ao . Dom. 1726. 

"May this Book be transmitted with care, BUOoeoiTely, from one 
Ohurohwarden to another, under the rewards of sooh blessings as are 
promised to good men." 

There are very few entries in this or any other Vestry 
Minute Book that are worth transcribing. They contain, for 
the most part, simply a statement of the Income and Expendi- 
ture for the repairs of the Ohurch, Ac., from year to year. 
Amongst the last are commonly included the money paid for 
' foxes,' — ' martin catts,' — ^hedgehogs, — ^weasels, — and spar- 
rows ;— as lately as 40 years ago one halfpenny Was allowed 
for every sparrow destroyed, and the amount so expended duly 
entered in the 'Ohurch Book.' [In 1797 foxes toere stili 
vermin, and 1 shilling a head was paid for 14 of them destroyed. 
In 1802 "we the paymasters assembled do agree that it is 
necessary that the Poor shouM be inoctUated with Cow Pox at 1 
shilling per head ; if Mr. Adye refuses Dr. Bethell agrees to do 
it." Some time later we are told that the Bradford people had 
their own way of administering ihe relief of the poor; an 
overseer was appointed for Ufe at £50 a year, and " a surgeon 
was allowed a salary of 60 guineas to attend the sick poor, and 
had besides 2s. 6d. for every inoculaUon and delivery"] From 
the same record we learn that in 1729 the Organ was erected 
at the expense of the Parish, — ^that in the following year, the 
Nave was ceiled, and a new window inserted on the south side 
of the Ohurch; that in 1731 a * Dial ' was placed on the Porch, 
and an 'Hour-glass* purchased. In 1782 there is an entry 
which prores that the position in which the pulpit stood till 
quite recently, viz., against the centre of the south wall of the 
Nave, was itsalf but ona of modam adoption :— " Ordered that 
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the Chnrohwardeni do set back the old Oallery and put some 
ornament on the pillar that supports the pulpit.' — Three years 
afterwards, in 1735, we have the present peal of eight bells 
completed, and, in 1737, the Tower Chimes erected at a cost 
of £27. 

There is also contained in this same record an account of 
pews and sittings occupied from time to time by divers persons 
in the Church. In former days each parishioner, on having a 
sitting assigned to him, seems to have paid the Churchwardens 
one shdlling^ and his name was forthwith entered in the Church 
Book as the person entitled to that particular place in the 
Church. There is, according to the records of the Registrar's 
Office at Salisbury, but one * Faculty Pew* in the Parish 
Church. This is the one at the east end of the North Gallery, 
which was built by John Thresher, Esq., about the year 1730. 
By faculty granted to Benjamin Hobhouse, Esq., of Hartham 
House in the parish of Corsham, Mai'ch 26, 1797, the seat in 
question was secured for ever 'to the present owner, and to the 
future owner of the Mansion House called the Chantry House, 
and the occupiers thereof for the time being.' 

lit would appear that after the confiscation of their revenueSt 
the portions of the Church which had been dedicated to the 
service of the Chantries, and probably built by their respective 
founders, viz., Eorton's Cha^ntry in the E. portion of the north 
aisle, and the so called ** Kingston Aisle," in sticcession perhaps 
to the western portion thereof, remained attached to the estates of 
the founders and their successors in title, Mr, John Thresher 
built his gallery and pews, as above noted, at the east end of the 
aisle; and the Cams and Eobhouses successively inherited it. 
At the time of the restoration, in 1862, an ^change was effected, 
the Kingston Aisle was blocked up with an organ, the gallery 
was pulled down, and the owners of the Hall and of the Chantry 
House each received two faculty pews in exchange.] 

Anoibnt Paintings and Inscriptions. — Many traces of 
these have been found on the walls of the Church, on 
removing the whitewash accumulated over them. We have 
abeady alluded to some of them. Traces of colour are very 
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disoemible in various parfcs of the Aisle ; the Beredos of the 
Altar, already described, was evidently at one time beautifully 
illuminated. On the same wall, more towards the east, are 
still to be seen two Inscriptions in Black Letter, the one 
relating to the Sacrament of * Baptism,' the other to that of 
the * Lord's Supper.' The former is so imperfect, that it is 
only by conjecture that we could attempt to give it in its 
original form. The latter is tolerably perfect, and is as 
follows : — 



fmwMttt 




fmaxfki at ^an 


Cfl MUM 

Cfl SrM& 
Zamht 


Srealr 


0f 
€lxiMt 


Co ifmH C^rttt 

C0 mOu Utim « i^xcrtlia 

€atttUtuntavaMt\Ubtn 



These two inscriptions, judging from the form of the letters 
and the general style of ornament, can hardly be of an earlier 
date than that of James I. In the vacant space above there 
is, in the original, some ornamental scroll-work ; and, in the 
second of the lower compartments, the representation of a 
' loaf of bread.' 



Monumental MemobiajiS. 

Effigibs. We have already spoken of two recumbent stone 
figures within the recessed tombs in the Chancel. About 
twenty-five years ago in carrying out some alterations in the 
North Aisle another effigy was discovered, which had been, at 
some previous time, removed from its original place and used 
for part of the paving of the Aisle, the face of the figure having 
been placed downwards. It is now placed in the Chancel. 
It is a female figure, in a sort of bas-relief, with the hands 
joined together on the breast, as though in the act of prayer. 
The hair seems to be braided in a plait on each side the 

l(NoU) Thu imcripiUm was nUMesaly destroyed at the time of the so- 
eaUed reetaratum in 1862. (C.8.A.)] 
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forahead; though from age, and rough usage, the stone is so 
worn as to prevent a very accurate description of those details 
from which its date might be ascertained. It belongs probably 
to the latter part of the 14th century, but in memory of whom 
it was at the first placed in the Church we are altogether 
ignorant. 

Bbasses. There are two Monumental Brasses, — one to the 
memory of ' Thomas Horton and Mary his wife,' — and another 
to the memory of ' Ann, wife of Gifford Long.' 

The former is near the east end of the North Aisle. It 
consists of a large black slab of stone inlaid in several places 
with brass. In the centre are two figures, about 13 inches in 
length, one male, and the other female; — ^the husband is 
habited in the Merchant's costume of the beginning of the 
sixteenth century, the wife has the kennel, or triangular 
forehead dress, of the same period. There is a scroll above 
each of them, -the one inscribed '^anrts Crinttss SnttS ifttB/ 
— ^the other ^'ff^mxtXt Sfairis/ Underneath is the following 
inscription : — 

**^U vfl' c(«rttr yrav fax t^t innUi of dftaimur funrtoa xnlr 
jHwrv ^ffif fnvSe faaHn^ Ctomif fnnf if mtsmt flittarfr of t^pif c^^untrv 
jnOi HeaMClr tfyt irxp of 9xfl 9m jHQccccc^ xnlr ye Ujfi 

jHinrv Hf cfiHOl v^ Hav of Cn^ fsfltam ^n to|ouK 

There is also remaining the ' Merchant's Mark,' of which 
we gave an engraving (p. 42). and which does not look unlike 
the outline of a cross bow, which formed part of the armorial 
bearings of the Horton family. One piece of brass which is 
said to have contained a figure of our Blessed Lord on the 
cross, together with another figure traditionally deemed to 
have been that of St. Peter, — (from the circumstance of 'a 
cock ' having been engraved close to it,) — measuring about 4 
inches by 6, was wrenched off and taken away, shortly after 
the stone was placed in its present position. f At each of the 
four comers of the slab there would seem to have been small 
inlaid pieces of brass ; two of them are at present concealed 

t For Note lee next page. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



128 



Bradford'Upori'Avon. [Parish Church, 



from view by the pewing, — another has been removed, — the|| 
fourth has the inscription * ^sbf ^tlyt*^ 

The second Brass is interesting as rather a late example of 
this kind of monumental memorial. It contains a female 
figure a little more than three feet in length, habited in the 
well known costame of the time of Elizabeth, with the large 
ruff, high head-dress, [long tight stays, fardingale cmd flowered 
petticoat. The lady was comely; and altogether it is a 

t [This plaU of metal has since then been restored and replaced. The 
bird here spoken of as a cook teas doubtless intended to represent a dove^ 
the emblem of the third person of the Trinity, The sitting figure behind, 
that of an old man with a long beard, is the tLStud representation of the 
Father, and is on a larger scale than that of the suffering ChrisL^ 

II [There are now only two such pieces inpoeUion: the fourth, bearing 
the words " Lady Helpe" is placed beneath the female figure ; the third 
" Jesu Mercy,** beneath the male,"] 

^ I have already spoken of the difficulties of reconciling the yarions 
statements concerning the Founder and Ohantry Priest of this Ohantry. 
My remarks in the note (p. 43), will be better understood from the 
annexed copy of the principal portions of the ' Horton Pedigree ' from the 
Visitation of 1628 (Harl. MS. No. 1448. fol. 189). The initials «T.H.' 
oyer the Tower door at Westwood Chnroh, and tiU a few years ago on a 
part of the panelled roof in the North Aisle, are possibly those of the 
* Thomas Horton, of Iford,' who, as the pedigree shews, died 1549. 

John Horton of Lallington,aa 
In Co. Bomeraet, Gent. | 



Thomas*" [Mary] 
d.lfi80. 



William Horton, 

of Lnllincton. 

B.andn. 



Jamesf 
a priest. 



»Antony Rogers 
of Bradford. 



Thomas HortoneaMargery d. of Thomas 
of If ord, WUtB. t Bsrkesdale of KeeTlL 
d.1648. 



Bdward of Manr^ 
Westwood=3 Hen. Ijong 
AJioed.to otWliaddon. 
BobC May ____________ 

of I I 

Bronghton. Thoxas William Horton, 
(1) d. s. p. fi son and heir 



Agnesi 

Hen. Winchcomb 

of Newbury. 



William Horton, 
of Iford. 
s.andh. 



Jonn 



, Jane d. of Thos. 
Bayley of 
Trowbridge. 



Mand- 

(1) Ohristopher 

Bayley of 

Stoford. 

(8) Walter 

Bush, of 

Stoford. 



TobyesBarbaza 



of 
Iford 
S.A 

h. 



d.of 

John 

Farwell 



Boger of St. 
John Street 

London ^ 
Anna d. of 

Nicholas 



^Margt. d.of John Jeremy »Aliee d. and daoghtert 
Jacob Daccom Edward 6 son. 1 ooh. of John 
of Co. Dorset. Isaac [ May of 

Bron^ton . 



John of : 
WolTerton 
Co. Somset 



Mary d. of 

John 
Copleston 



Edward^ 
. . d. of Sir 
Anthony 

d.8.p. 



illiam. Bob 



John of 
Broughton, 
Jane d. of 
Serjeant 
Hanna yn. 



6 eh. 6 eh. 

* The Founder of the Chantry (?) 



Ich. 



Blisa d. 
of John 
James. 



9ch. 
t The Chantry Priest In IM (?) 
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favorable example of this muaUy unbecoming style.] Undtr- 
neath is the following insoription : — 

** HbBB LYXTH BUBTXD THS body OV AmKX LATBLT BOUB DAVGBtBB 
AHD HBIBli OF JOHR YbWB OV BBADrOBDB IN TBB COVHTT OV WlLTBA, 

Gbbt, and wifb ov QmroBD LoNdB, Gbht, who bad xssub bt hhb 
Anns abd Oathbbtn theib datghtbbb. Shb dtbd thb zxYxtli cm 
Mabch IGOl. Whosb knowbb good lyfb bbbwbth that Qod haxb 

TAKEN HBB 80WLB T9 RIB MXBOTX." 

At eaoh of the four corners of the slab are shields oontainlng 
the arms of 'Long of Monkton,' — *8aile, a Hon passant argent, 
on a chief of the second, three cross crosslets of the first* 

Of their two daughters Anne and Oatherine, the one was 
baptised in the Parish Ohurch in 1698, and the other in 1601. 
The former became, in 1630, the wife of William Bromwieh. 

IFor the Yeo, Yewe or Ewe family, see Hist, of Great 
Somerford (Wilts Archaol Mag., vol. xxxi.. No. 96, p. 288. 
Bev. F. H. Mwnley). 

The Yewes were clothiers in Somerford, where they acquired 
the manor of the family of Maltra/oers ; and this parsed to 
Qyfford Long, who at once sold it.] 

Oyfford Long served the office of Sheriff of Wilts -in the 
year 1624. By a second wife. Amy, relict of Bobert Wingatt 
of Biscott, Co. Beds, and daughter of John Warre of Hester- 
combe, Go. Somerset, he left several children.^ 



^ The following extract from a pedigree of * Long of Semington, Trow- 
bridge, and Whaddon,* kindly famished to me by G. E. Long, Esq., will 
shew that, through a female branch, there was a oonneotion between the 
two familiet, to some members of which the two brawee in qnastUm were 
placed as mamorialB. 

Henzy Iioiig.Jdanr d. of ThcmoM Horten of If ord. 
of Wbaddon. I [See preceding pedigree 1. 4.] 



Bdward Longe of MonktontasAime d. of Henry Bronnker <A 
ob-KW. |Melkiliam,MJ>.forI>eirise8. 

iOrttntse of the arm» above oh. 1007. 



Grantee of the anm above 
deMiribed,May5.VS».} 

GB *i a wife. Amy d. of Jolm W 

m, of Hastercombe, Oo. 

n.) Somenet, and relict of B 

Wingatt of Biscott, Oo. ] 

Google 



1 wife, ilYMia d. and « Givfobp Longb *i 8 wife. Amy d. of John Wane 
h. of John Yewe of of Bood Ashton, of Hastercombe, Oo. 

Bradf&rd, (and f onr others.) Somenet, and relict of Bobert 

^^ Wingatt of Biscott, Oo. Beds. 



Digitized by ^ 



ISO Bradford'Hpon'Avan. [Parish Church. 

MUBAL TaBLBTB, ftc.^ 

The walls of the Church exhibit a considerable number of 

memorials, some of them being good specimens of modem 

sculpture. The principal persons and families commemorated 

on them, as well as on several flat stones within the Church, 

are as follows. For convenience of reference the names are 

placed in alphabetical order. 

Bailt, WsCiUax; (d. 25 Maroh, 1712.) A large panelled tomb in the 
North Aisle ineoribed *Thi8 buryal place and tombe was ereoted by 
William Bally of this Towne, Meroer, An. 1696.' 

In front of it the crest of Baily, — (a horse's head sable) — is 

placed over the arms of the Guild of Mercers, viz., — * Ckiles, a 

demi-vvrgin proper ^ full facedt crowned with an easteiit crown, 

or: 

Bailst, Edwabd, of Ashley ; (d. 18 Oct. 1760),— and Ann, his wife, (d. 
Deo. 29, 1759) daughter of William Harding of Broughton Gifford :— 
also, their daughters, — Ank, (d. Nov. 8, 1758) wife of the Rev. John 
Lewis of Whaddon, and IAaaoabbt, (d. May 80, 1796) wife of William 
Fisher, — also Edwabd, son of the last-named William and Margaret 
Fisher, (d. April 5, 1761.) 

The present representative of this family is the Bev. B. B. 

Fisher, of Basildon, Berks, to whom the estate at Ashley still 

belongs. 

Bailwabd, Mb8. Ann, (d. July 25, 1788). Samuel, her son, of Horsington, 
Co. Somerset, (d. April 9, 1800) and his wife, Anna Mabia, only child of 
William Stevens, of Frankley House (d. May 21, 1887). Hxnby 
Mbthubn, son of the two last-named, of the Boyal Navy (d. July 1, 
1812), and Maby Ann, their eldest daughter (d. Aug. 18, 1825). 

Arms on the monument. — Or, a chevron between three bees 
volant in chief, and three torteava in base, gules — for Bail- 
wabd ; — on an escutoheon of pretence, Or, on a chevron betwun 
thru demi-lions rampant gules, three cross crosslets argent; — 
Stkvbnb. Crest. A bull's head erased. The same arms, in 
the Widow's Lozenge, are on a hatchment near this monument. 

BABKBBvniLB, JoHN ; Magistrate and Deputy Lieutenant for Wilts (d. 
March 15, 1800) ; and Hxsteb, his wife (d. Deo. 6, 1819) ; also Joseph, 
their second son (d. Oct. 7, 1812). 

^ My special obligations are due to my friend, the Bev. Edward Wilton, 
for valuable help,— as readily offered, as it is thankfully acknowledged, — 
in enabling me to give a complete account of the < heraldry ' in the Church. 
W.H.J. 
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Arms. Argent, a chevron guks, between three hwrts; — 
Baskebvillb ; impaling, — Or, a cross quarterly counterchanged 
gules and sdbk, in the dexter chief quarter an eagle displayed^ 
of the third; — Wbbb. Orest. A wolfs head erased or, holding 
in its mouth a broken spear, staff or, head argent, imbrued gules. 

Babkbbyillb, John, eldest son of the above 'John* and 'Hester,* of 
WooUey, (d. Dec. 20, 1887.) 

Arms and orest of * Baskerville/ as before. Motto, ' Spero ut 

fideUs.' 

Bbthbll Gbobge ; a Magistrate for the County of Wilts, (d. March 26, 
1795) : and Sabah, his wife (d. Jan. 7, 1777) ; also Elizabeth, their 
daughter (died in infancy). 

Bbthbll Jambs ; of Lady Down (d. April 24, 1881), and Elizabbth, his 
wife (d. Feb. 7, 1820) ;— also Samubl, their second son (d. Feb. 7, 1881), 

It is with this latter family that Sir Bichard Bethell, late 
Attorney-General, [afterwards 1st Lord Westbury, and Lord 
Chancellor] is connected ; be being the son of Dr. Bethell — (a 
brother of the above-named 'James Bethell')— formerly of 
Bradford and afterwards of Bristol. 

Bowles, The Bev. Edwabd ; Vicar of Bradford from 1804-1808 (d. Feb. 1, 
1806). This Tablet is close to the western extremity of the North Aisle. 

Brownb, Waltbb (d. Aug. 1, 1796). An oval Tablet at the south-eastern 
angle of the Kave. 

Bcbh, Thomas ; a Magistrate for Wilts and High Sheriff in the year 1801 ; 
(d. Nov. 20. 1809,) and Maby, his wife, (d. Jan. 16, 1824). 

Arms. Azure, a wolf salient argent, collared and chained or^ 
ill chief three crosses pattei fitchie of the second. Crest. A 
goat*s head argent, attired sable. 

Cam, Samubl, of Chantry House ; a Magistrate for the County of Wilts, 
(d. Nov. 7, 1792.). His first wife, Elizabbth, together with ten 
children, and a daughter, Elizabeth, by his second wife, Mabt, are 
buried in the same grave. [The whole family of thirteen appear to have 
predeceased him.] 

One of his co-heirs, Maria Theresa, a daughter by his first 

wife, married Isaac Hillier, and, by him, had several children. 

The other co-heir, Charlotte, a daughter by his second wife, 

married Benjamin Hobhouse, Barrister-at-Law, afterwards 

created a Baronet. And her son, succeeding to the title as 

Sir John 0am Hobhouse, Bart., was, in the year 1851, created 

Baron Broughton, of Broughton Oyfiford, Oo. Wilts. [This 
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was tJu friend and eompamon in travel of Lord Byron. On his 
death without male issue the peerage expired ; but the baronetcy 
devolved on the present Sir Charles Hobhouse, Lord of the 
Manor of Bradford.] 
Clittxkbbuok, Davhl (d. April 16, 1769). 

Arms. Axure, a lion rampant^ and in chiefs three escallops 
argent. 

Glxtttebbuoe, Daniel ; son of the above, of Bradford Leigh, (d. 17 Jon*, 
1821), and Elizabeth, his wife, (d. 28 April, 1826). 

Arms. Gluttebbuck as before, quartering, — * Or a cross 
qtuirterly counterchanged gules and sable, in the dexter chief 
quarter an eagle displayed of the third,* — Webb; and impaling, 
• Per bend sinister ermine and ermines, a lion rampant or.' — 
Edwabdb. Crest on monument, apparently, a dog, but it bas 
been defaced. Tbe usual crest of Glutterbuck is,— ^ buck 
statant argent, [or sijeant] between two laurel branches, proper. 

GoMPTOir, Dennis. On a black marble slab in the Chancel floor, on the 
south side of the altar, is the following inscription : *' Here lyeth ye 
body of Dennis Gompton Jun'., son of Walter Gompton Kqre of 
Hartpury, who departed this life ye 16 May, 1714. He was Dame Mary 
Steward brother." [See ' Stbwabd ' below.] 

Arms. Sable, three esquire's helmets argent, garnished or 
with a crescent for a difference. 

Tbis [with the lion passant guardant or, as in the Steumrd 
monument,] is tbe coat of tbe ennobled family of Gompton. 
Tbe Gomptons of Hartpury bear different arms, in fact, tbobe 
of Gompton of Wilts and Gloucestersbire, viz., — Argent, a fess 
nebulie gules, on a chief of the last, (sometimes in chief) a 
helmet between two lions' heads erased or. 

Cottle, Edwabd; of Bradford Leigh, (d. Feb. 14, 1718), and Asm, his 
wife, (d. March 13, 1728), and two of their sons, &c. 

Arms. Or, a bend gules. 

This is tbe same coat which Aubrey gives to * Ootele,' who, 
be says, 'had large possessions at Atford.' Tbe name is 
preserved in ' Gottles,' or, as it was formerly called, — * Cotels 
Atteward' — or ' Ooteles Atteworth.* 

Cubll, Qucbbina, {Bte), wife of John Gurll, (d. 28 April, 1678), and 
Waltbb, son of the same, (d. 80 April, 1677). 
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This is on a plain Blab of black marble in the floor of the 
Chanoel. John Gnrll was the founder of one of the most 
extensive of the parochial charities, and served the office of 
High Sheriff in 1699. 

Davib, Bobsbt, Surgeon, of Woolley Hill, (d. May 8, 1790), uid 
SusAinrA, hit wife, (d. Jan 14, 1826), and several of their children. 

[DtvereUf Boger, of FramJuleUf near Bradford in the County of WUta^ 
" was buried in this Churchyard 1546/* Also his widow and severed of 
his descendants. {A modem brass plate on the south waU of the 
Chancel) 

Anns. Oules, three stirrups leathered in pale or. 

Also marble tablet south wall of Na/ve, Arms, a^ above. 

DevereU, John Walter Devereux, (d. Nov. 20, 1887, aged 48,) Master of 
Arts, Barrister-at'La/w, Master Mariner, of 2, Brunswick Place, Bath, 
and of Fraaikleigh. Amelia, wife of John Deverell, Esq., of Frankleigh, 
(d. 1646, aged 4S). John Deverell, Esq., of Frai^leigh, Barrister'at- 
Law, (d. 1876, aged 65. fl 

Dbykbeuj, John, of Frankley, (d. Joly 6, 1785), and Mabt, his wife, (d. 
Jan. Q5, 1802). Also John, their son, (d. May 21, 1829), together with 
his wife and two of their children. [A large marble tablet against the 
sou^h wall in the Nave.] 

[Arms in all as above.'] 

Febbett, John; a benefactor, in many ways, to the Parish, as vnll 
hereafter appear in the account of * Charities.* The inscription on the 
Tablet contains the invocation;— ** On whose soul O blessed Lord God 
have mercy,'*— an unusual one towards the dose of the last century, 
(d. May 12, 1770, aged 68 years.) 

Gaisvobd, G^iBOLiKE, wife of William Gaisford of Seend, (d. July 1, 1818). 
JoNBB. A small brass with the following inscription, " Hio sepultus est 

Johannes Jones de Bradford, nuper Pharmaoopola, qui obiit sexto die 

Februarii a.d. 1709." 

On a hatohment close by are the following arms, — ' Argent, 
a lion passant sable, on a chief of the second, a ducal coronet 
or ; — JoNBS ; impaling. Sable, a lion rampant within an orle of 
cross crosslets argent ; — Long. Crest. Out of a ducal coronet 
or, a demi-lion sable. 

This hatchment is placed over the grave-stone of Daniel 
Jones, Esq., of Erankley House, who married Ellen, daughter 
of Biohard Long, Esq., of Bood Ashton, great grand-father of 
the present Walter Long, Esq., M.P. for North Wilts. Mr. 
Jones died in 1772, leaving an only son, Daniel Jones, who, 
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by the will of the late Walter Long, Esq., of Bath, took the 

name of Long in addition to Jones, and the arms of Long, of 

Monkton, only. Mr. Jones Long died without issue in 1827. 

Mbthubn, Anthont, seoond son of Paul Methuen of Bradford, descended 
from the very anoient family of Methuen in the kingdom of Scotland, — 
(antiquisHmo stemmate de Methuen in regno Scotia,) — (d. May 10, 1717), 
and Gebtruds, his wife, daughter and coheir of Thomas Moore of Spar- 
grove, in Somerset, hy Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Sir John Bampfylde, 
Bart., of Poltimore, in Devon, (d. July 20, 1699).— Thomab, only son of 
the above Anthony and Gertrude, [(Qui nikil non cequum et liberaU Et 
fidt semper et cogitavit.)'] — (d. Jan. S, 1787), and Anne, his wife, only 
daughter of Isaac Selfe of Beanacre, Wilts, by Penelope, daughter and 
coheir of Charles, Baron Luoas, of Shenfield, Go, Essex, (d. May 16, 
1788). [This Anthony was the younger brother of John Methuen of 
BUhopi Camimgi, WiUi, who waa Ambasaador to Portugal^ and in that 
capacity negotiated the famous Methuen Treaty. He wcu the etatesman 
dlhuted to in John Homers famous Unea, 

Firm and erect the Caledonian etood : 

Old wae hie muttont and his claret good. 

Let him drink port^ the English statesman cried I 

He drank thepoison^ and his spirit died."] 

The monument, which is a large and handsome one in 
marble, executed by Bysbrack, on the south side of the 
Chancel, was erected by Paul, only son and heir of Thomas 
and Anne Methuen, [and ancestor of the present Lieut-Qeneral 
Lord Methuen,] There are two shields, each bearing coats of 
arms, the one referring to the former, the other to the latter, 
members of the Methuen family, above commemorated. 

Shield I. Arms. Argent, three wol/ves* heads erased^ 
proper, — Mbthubn, and on an escutcheon of pretence. Argent, 
two bars engrailed oMwre, between nine martlets gules, — Moorb. 

Shield U. Mbthueh, as before, quartering Moobb; — 
impaling, First and fourth, ermine three chevronels gules, — 
Sbltb, quartering, Argent, a fees between six anntUets gules, — 

LUOAB. 

BsNiBOH, John. (d. 18 Nov. 1798.) 

BoGBBS, Rev. JoHir ; Vicar of Bradford for 48 years. [See above p. ISl.] 

On the monument is inscribed, "Obey them that have the rule over 

you," Ac. Heb. xiu. 17. (d. April 20, 1764). 

Arms. Aswre, a mullet argent, on a chief or, a flevr de lis 

gules. Orest. A fleur de Us gules. 

BooEBS, Susannah, (d. May 1, 1766, aged S3 years) : inscribed, ~*< a truly 
pious, virtuooi and affeotioDate good wife." 
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Arms ; on a Lozenge, — Bogbbs, — as before. 

[Shrapnsl. Henry Shrapnel^ died 16S8, three generations of Zachariah 
Shrapnels in succession, {the last of whom, dying in 1796, toas probably 
tht father of the OeneraJ) and several otlier members of the family : the 
Oeneral and his wife are stated to have been interred in the Chancel.] 

ShbaphsLi Hbhbt, Lieutenant-General, Colonel Commandant of the sixth 
battaUon of Artillery, (d. 13 March, 1842). 

The inventor of the ' Shrapnel Shell,' the most destructive 
implement of modem warfare. A large slab in the floor of the 
Chancel neax the south door. 

[Arms, formerly on an atcVment, L Cnisily, a Hon rampcmt; 

2 and S Quarterly I. aatd IV,, Argent, a bend or ; 11. Azure, a 

saltier or; III. Azure, on a salder or, two bars gules; IV, Chiles, 

a fees ermine between thru nag's heads erased or ; over all on 

an escutcheon a bomb fired. Crest, out of a coronet or, a plume 

of ostrich feathers. Motto : Batio ultima Begum. 

Smith, F&ancis, Ideutenant-Qeneral; Colonel of the eleventh Begiment of 
Foot. (d. Nov. 7, 1791). 

Arms. Azure, two bars between three pheons, or. Crest. 
Two arms embowed vested azure, cuff or, holding in the hands 
proper a pheon or. 
Stswabd, Ohablss. (d. 11 July, 1698). 

This is a large and striking marble monument on the north 
side of the Chancel, near the east end. It contain a full length 
figure, habited in the well known costume of the time of 
William III. Who < Charles Steward ' may have been is not 
known, but tradition says that he was of the royal line of 
' Steward,' (or * Stuart,') though this may h^^ve arisen from the 
fact of his crest being a ' regaZ croton.* The arms borne by 
him (as described below) are those of Steward of Patteshull, 
Co. Northampton, though their crest is different ; — ^indeed the 
*regai crown' is not given in the books of reference as the crest 
of any family of this name. He lived at Cumberwell, though 
whether as owner or simply occupier is uncertain.! He 

t l{Note). He was the only son of the Very Bev. Bichard Steward, Dean 
of St. PavVs and of Westminster, who was the third son of Nicholas 
Steward of PateshuU, Esq., and who married Jane, daughter of Sir 
WUUam Button, of AUon and Tockenham, WiUs, Bart. See the Herald 
and Genealogiitf voU 2, p. 64, and Baker's Northamptonshire, CumberweU 
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married * Mary Oompton/ of the ancient family of that name 
at Hartpury in Glouoester ; the arms he impales on his ahieU 
being the same as those borne by the Marquis of Northamp- 
ton : though, as it appears from the note made after desctfbing 
the arms on her brother's monument, the coat of ' Compton of 
Hartpury ' is quite different from the one here impaldd with 
' Steward.' A Latin inscription on hb monument tells us that 
his death was in consequence of injuries received, in the first 
inetance, by a fall from a horse. [It nmt as foUous ;^ 
Triite monmnentwn intueare Lector I et postqucm Epitaphium 
taoUe perkgisti nigrum 9ub pecUbm capioe mamwr. Tvmc 

siposm tupprime luctut. 

Ab ammcid pro$apid ac honesOs parmtfibus orPui, mine fato 

corrtptfm 

OABOLUS STEWARD 

nwltarum lactuymia inibi iepeliiur 

Dum svperstes mird integritate innoeuas, duldque indole comis 

et affability Bonie moribus omatus^ ac virttUibtu tarn eximU 

decoratUB ut cequcmdo ha/ud parem reperies. 

PBOH DOLOB 

Quampbmma vita pemum absohnmt, et supremum inducant 

diem, Hie eoiu imfwuxto ex equo Idbente delapms, tnox graviter 

peeiore eonikuuip Tandem apostemate witwnuit, languit et 

oeeubuU aj JtMj, An'o D'ni MDGXCVIII. 

AMICE VALETO 

Sumrnmm nee metuae diem nee eptes, 

Juita hoe pi(B memoruB chart mariti uocor higvbris Maria 

Steward dica/oit, et marmora parentavit MDOCL] 

This costly monument was erected to his memory by his 

widow, a few years after his decease. 

Arms. Or. a feeee cheeky argent and azwre, within a border 
ermtna, for Stbwabd, — impaling. Sable a Hon passant gardant 
or between thru esquires' hebnets argent, garnished of the second, 

had Uhnged to the Buttons. The regal croton u a numairous asntimpticn ; 
nor is it probable that the Stewardi of PateshuU, had any royal coimexion 
to warrant the feaa chequy on the shield. The proper orest of the Stewards 
was a stag proper gorged ehequy argent and aeure. 
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for OoMPTON. Greet. On a wretUh or and azure, a regal 
crown proper. 

Tacntoh, Bobebt, LX.D. (d. 17 Jnly, 1797). and Fbakcbs, his wife, (d. 
36 Nov., 1819), daughter and coheiress of Leonard Oropp, of Go. Hants. 

TAumroir, JPbanobb, seoond daughter of the above, (d. 24 May, 1808); 
Euzabbth Wsbxb, their eldest daughter, (d. 11 May, 1816) ; Bichabd 
Hobbs, their son, Lieutenant in H.M. 22 Light Dragoons, (d. 19 May, 
1819). 

Taukton, John Hbabne, another son, (d. 16 April, 1862). 
Thbuhbb, Edwabd, (d. 18 Feb., 1726) ; Johh, his son, (d. 17 Aug. 1741). 
Arms. Argent, a chevron gules, between thru boars' heads 
erect and couped sable ; issuing from the mouth of each a cross 
crosslet fUchU of the seoond; Thbbbhbb; — impaling, Sable, a 
Hon rampant within an orle of cross orosslets argent ; between 
two flaunches, ermine KfcrusUy)] ;— Lona. Greet. A demi 
buck eali&nt, or. 

The ' Threeher monument ' is a very large one of marble, 
and oovere the whole of a Norman window on the north side 
of the Ghanoel. [It is now placed against the north wall of the 
North Aisle. There are also ttoo la/rge slate slabs on the floor of 
the Chancel, within the rails, commemoraUng the same persons 
and their wives, both Longs by birth.] It was erected by 
Ellen, relict of John Thresher. From a long Latin inscription 
we learn, that Edwabd Thbbshbb was a snccessfol clothier in 
Bradford, and that he took peculiar interest in the well-being 
of the town and neighbourhood.^ We are further informed 
that on his decease, his son, John Thbbshbb, who had been 
preyiously educated for the Bar, in which, it is intimated, he 
had earned some distinction for himself, came to reside in 
Bradford, and giving up his own professional pursuits, carried 
on in this town those commenced by his fatlier, in which the 
well-being of others no less than of himself were concerned. 
He resided at Ghantry House [to which he made some 
additions.] He was the ancestor, on the female side, as the 

1 On the monument it is said,—*' Oommarcium ad Paroohiam de Brad- 
foid et yiUas Giroumjaoentespeeicliari^ respideng, (heu; prisoam AngliosB 
Oentis gloriam, Tellns aarsum), protperis et honestis arlibus exooluit, et 
iibi et patria.*' 
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subjoined extracts from the family pedigrees will shew,^ of two 
gentlemen whose names are familiar to us, the one as the 
member for our County, the other as a resident for many 
years in our parish. [Looking backwards, we find the name of 
a possible ancestor in a deed dated 19 Edw. II, in Mr. 
Moulton's Charter Book, John Waspayl, of Smalebrook, 
confirmed one acre of arable land in the Mersche to Adam le 
Threscher, of Bisschuppe Strowe, for his services, he paying 
twelve siher pennies of anmaal rent. Here Threscher may or 
may not have been an established surname : but it certainly was 
so in the com of a Thresher named in the muster roll of 
Southwick, temp. Hen, VIIL] 

TmcoKBB, MiGHASL. TluB it the oldest of the monuments now on the 
walls of the Church. It is insoribed,— *' Neare this place lyeth the body 
of Mr. Miohaell Tidoombe who deceased ye 26 day of July Ano. Dom. 



« < TidcombTs trmvlo jaoet hoc Miohaelis in alto, 
Sospes dvm dangit byccina, * Svige,' manet.' " 
It also records the decease of a daughter, * Sabah,* (d. 11 July, 1661). 

In a previous page (63) some mention has been made of 
' Michael Tidcombe.' We may here add a few supplementary 
particulars. He was one of the King's (Charles I.) Commis- 
sioners for raising money in Devizes, of which town he was 
elected Mayor in 1643, and in consequence of his acting in 
this capacity, and of other deeds clearly shewing his Boyalist 
sympathies, he was, when the Parliament triumphed, appre- 
hended by the Serjeant-at-Arms ' as an offender of a very high 
nature.' For some time he was detained as a prisoner in Ely 
House. His petition to Parliament for pardon sets forth as 
pleas, inter aUa, the fact of 'his estates being sequestered, 

1 Rdward Thre8]ier_Dioii7Bia (d. of Biohard Long 

Cigboume Kingflton, 
Wilts). 
aBllen d. of Henry Ifong of Helluham, 
(only son and I hj Bllen, Bister and coh. of Jotaa 
heir). Trenchard, of Outtecidge, Co. WUts. 

BliensBir Bonrohier Wrey, Bart 



BeT. Bdward Hennr^Bllen. i sons Floreiitlna_Btohard Goddphln 

Whinfield I S danghters. | Long, (of Bood Ash- 

' tonTlCP. for Wilts.) 



Ber. Bdward TaxnflrWhlnfleld. Walter Long. ILP.. 

(eC Woodleigh, Biadford-on-ATon). (of Bood Ashton). 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



By tJu B0V. W. H. Jones. 139 

himself and wife and seven children unprovided for, and his 
being in debt at least £400.' He passed the latter part of his 
life in retirement in this Parish, surviving ' the Restoration ' 
by about two years. He married, 1626, Susanna, sister and 
one of the coheirs of John Blanchard, of Great Ashley. [See 
above pp. 54 and 79] . 

TiMBRBLL, Thomas, (d. 23 April, 1816), and Elizabeth, his wife, (d. 8 
March, 1806). [A white marble monument with the Good Samaritan 
carved in relief,] 

Arms. Quoflrterly gules and w, in the first and fourth qiiarters 

on escallop of the second. Crest. A Uon's head erased quarterly 

gules and or. 

TiMBBBXX, OkabiiEb, (d. 90 Aug., 1831), and Aim, hit wife, (d. 29 Jan., 
1881). 

Arms. TiMBHBLL, as before \hut quarterly gules and argent] ; 

— impaling, Sable a chevron ernUfhe, between three church bells 

argent; — Bxll. 

TuowELL, HuMPHBET, (d. 22 Aug., 1776), and Elizabeth, his wife, (d. 7 
June, 1801). He * carried on an extensive manufactory in Bradford for 
fifty years.' This monument also records the decease of several of their 
children ;--Fitz-Daniei. (d. 8 Dec, 1747) ;--Thomab (d. 24 May, 1769) ; 
— WiMiiAM (d. 26 Dec, 1774). 

Arms. Azure^ three garbs or, on a chief argent, a boar's head 
erased in fees sable, — Tuowbll ; impaling, Argent, a Hon pas- 
sant sable, on a chief of the second a ducaX coronet or, — Jonbs. 

TuowELL, Mawbet, youugest son of William Tugwell, (d. 18 May, 1816). 
He was married to Pknelopb, fourth daughter of Daniel Glutterbuok, 
of Bradford Leigh. 

Arms. TuGWBiiL, as before, impaling, Oluttsbbuck, as 

before, (p. 132). Crest. A bucVs head erased proper. 

Tugwell, Qeoboe Hatwabd, of Orowe Hall, near Bath, (d. 19 Jan., 
1889), and Sabah, his wife, daughter of Daniel Glutterbuok, of Bradford 
Leigh, (d. 81 May, 1868). 

Arms. Tuowbll, as before ; quartering, Argent, on a pale 

sahle, three crescents of the field, — Hatwabd; — impaling, 

Cluttbbbuok quartering Wbbb, as before. [See Clutter- 

buok.] Crest, as before. 

Tuowbll, Thomas, of WooUey House, Bradford, a Magistrate and Deputy 
Lieutenant for Wilts, (d. 18 April, 1838), buried m South WrazaU 
Church. 
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Arms. TuowBiiL as before ; impaUng, Sable, a stag statatU 
argent, attired or, within a bordure quarterly ermdne and 
erminois, — Jones. Crest, as before. 
TuawELL, Elizabeth, second daughter of Mawbey Tugwell, (d. Nov. 9, 

1822). Thomas, only son of Mawbey Tugwell, (d. 25 Dec., 1840), buried 

at St. John's, Westminster. 
Whatlet, Bichasd, (d. 4 Not., 1782), and Eleakob, his wife, (d. 10 Deo., 

1786), and several of their children. 
Yebbubt, Fbancib, of Belcombe Brook, (d. 28 April, 1778), and Maby, his 

wife, (d. 18 Sept., 1775); also their children, Frahgis, (eldest son) 

drowned (8 Oct., 1752) ;— Riohabd (d. Feb. 12, 1772) ;— John William, 

youngest son, (d. 8 Oct., 1824) ;-— also Hestbb, wife of the last named 

* John William,* (d. 18 Nov., 1842). 

Arms. Pa/rty per fess or and argent, a Uon rampant asmre, — 
Tbbbubt; impaling, Or, on a f esse engrailed between three nags* 
heads erased azure, three fieur de Us of the field ; — ^Bailbt. 
Orest. A UorCs head erased, per f esse, or and argent. 

On Sundry flat stones within the Church, are the following 
names, not yet mentioned : — Buboomb, — Galb, — Lba, — Wood. 
[Of four memorial windows in the Church, one refers to 
Ebenezer Taylor, long churchwarden, and his family, another 
was placed by Canon Jones in memory of his father, the third, 
with figures of St. Aldhelm and St. Lawrence commemorates 
Canon Jones himself, and the fourth recently added, and con- 
taining figures of King Kenwalch and of Caxton, is a m,emoriai 
of Mr. BawUngs, senr., of Bradford, Printer.'] 

Dolb-Stonb. — In the Churchyard, opposite the south door 
of the Chancel is an erection, which, at first sight, looks very 
much like an altar tomb. It is about two feet and a half high, 
and the ledger stone measures about seven feet in length and 
three and a half feet in width. Its sides are ornamented with 
panel-work ; at the east and west ends there is a quatrefoil, in 
the middle of which is a Latin cross executed in rather bold 
relief. The ornaments and general character of the work 
between which and those on the sides and shaft of the font 
there is a striking similarity, would indicate them both as the 
work of the latter part of the 15th century, and possibly the 
productions of the same hand. An inscription in the Church 
on the monument of Vicar Bogers, which is fixed just above 
the Chaneel door, would seem to point out this stone aa being 
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over the burying place of that Inonmbent ; and there were, till 
within a recent period, two white marble slabs let into the 
north side of it, in the place of two of the ornamental panels, 
on which this fact was recorded. These slabs fell out and are 
now missing, and the panels, as they appear on the north side 
of the stone, are quite plain. The tomb, however, if such it 
be, is certainly older than the middle of the last century, and 
by no means such an one as would have been probably erected 
at the period of Vicar Bogers's decease (1754). We venture 
therefore to suggest, from its being close to a door, and from 
its resemblance to many others of the same kind in Wilts, (as 
in the Church-yards of St. Mary, Devizes, Potterne, Bishops 
Cannings, Poulshot, Edington, &c.) that it may have been 
originally a * Dole-Stoney' that is, a stone used for the distribu- 
tion of alms, or doles, to the poor. When it was no longer 
employed for this purpose, the plot of ground under it, or it 
may be rather that on the north side of it, was used as a 
burial place for the family of the Vicar already alluded to, the 
ornamental panels on that side having been removed and the 
flat marble panels, with an inscription upon them, inserted in 
their place. The inscription is said to have been little more 
than a recital of the names of those who were buried at that 
spot, together with the dates of their decease. 

About ten years ago so many of the tombs, &c., in the 
Church-yard were in a state of decay, that, on the representa- 
tives of those who were buried beneath them, neglecting, after 
due notice given, to repair them, a considerable number were 
removed. On those that remain many of the inscriptions are 
illegible ; — ^from others the metal plates, on which they were 
formerly engraven, have been removed. The principal names 
still remaining, exclusive of such as have been already 
mentioned, are, — Bassett, Baines, Beverstock, Budgett, 
Cayford, Collar, Coombs, Day, Earle, Gregory, Harris, Helps, 
Hendy, Harvey, Merrick, Milsom, Notton, Palmer, Pearce, 
Porch, Spender, Stevens, Strawbridge, Tayler, Townsend, 
Webb, Wilkins, Wiltshere. 

Of the inscriptions there are very few worth recording. 
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One, in Latin, from the pen of the Bev. Dr. Knight, on the 

tomb of his daughter, is said to have been both correct and 

elegant, but it is now so defaced as to be illegible. The two 

following are the best of those that remain : — the former is 

from a mural slab on the east side of the Porch to the memory 

of a youth named *■ Edward Gibbons,' who died at the age of 

17 years ; — the lattefr is on a flat stone in the western part of 

the Church-yard, beneath which are the remains of ' Thomas 

Mills/ 

*' Short was my life, yet live I ever ; 
Death hath his due, yet dye I never.*' 

" Stay, sinner, stay : — pause ere thou passest on. 
Thou too must mingle with thy parent dust : 
Forget my sins, — repent thee of thine own, — 
And for forgiveness in thy Saviour trust." 



Old Custom in the Chobch-yabd on Shbovb-Tubsday. 

This would seem to be an appropriate place in which to 
mention an old custom which has hardly yet quite passed 
away, and which, until the Church-yard was enclosed, was 
strictly observed. On the morning of Shrove-Tuesday, from 
time immemorial, a bell has been tolled ; the original purpose 
of such tolling has long of course been forgotten, though no 
doubt in olden times the people were thus summoned to 
confess their sins to the priest, or to ' shrive * themselves, as it 
was termed, the especial work of Sfcrov^-Tuesday ; — whence it 
derives its name. Shortly after the bell ceased, all the boys 
and youths of the town, both those from the Schools and those 
apprenticed to divers crafts, — (custom indeed had given the 
latter a sort of prescriptive claim to a holiday on the occasion) 
— clustered in great numbers in the Church-yard, and sought, 
by joining hands, entirely to encircle the Church. There was, 
of course, on the circle being completed, the usual quantity of 
jumping and shouting. They called this ceremony, ' clipping 
the Chv/rch * ; — the term, I cannot doubt, is derived from the 
Anglo-Saxon word ' clyp-pan,' which means, to ' embrace,* or 
'clasp,* 

What was the origin, or first intention, of this custom, it is 
impossible now to say. Were it observed at the time of the 
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Festival kept in oommemoration of the Dedication of the 
Church, namely on Trinity Monday, we should judge it to be 
the relic of the old sports and pastimes usual on such 
occasions. Fairs were commonly, in times gone by» held in 
Church-yards, — indeed, within these very few years, such have 
been held in that of St. James, Bristol, — ^when the people 
thought little of dancing about the Church.^ In Malkin's 
' Scenery and Antiquities of South Wales * (1804 p. 26.) we are 
told — '*The custom of dancing in the Church.-yard at their 
feasts and revels is universal in Badnorshire, and very 
common in other parts of the Principality. Indeed this 
solemn abode is rendered a kind of circus for every sport and 
exercise. They play at Fives and Tennis against the wall of 
the Church. They do not dance on the graves, but on the 
North side where there are no graves." — In the case of 
Bradford Church-yard the booths at the time of the annual 
fair were in olden times brought close to its limits, and the 
South wall of the Church Tower shews, unmistakeable 
evidences of having been used for the balls of the Tennis 
players. The ' boys dance ' round the Church however formed 
no part of the ceremonies of the ' Trinity Festival.' 

It is possible that the custom we have been describing is the 
relic of some very ancient observances. Though we do not 
profess to rely on the facts we are about to mention as an 
explanation of this < Bradford custom,' yet still they lend some 
colour to a conjecture that its origin may perhaps be sought in 
extreme antiquity. 

In days when Baal (the sun) was the chief object of worship, 
as in ancient Britain, and many other countries, a circular 
dance, in allusion to the sun's supposed motion round the 
earth, formed part of the ceremony. The Hindoos also used 
the Bdas J^ttra, or < dance of the circle,' in honor of Vishnu, 
(the sun). Many British monuments, moreover, are in 
circular form, as Stonehenge, — Abury, &c. StonehcDge was 

^ Medii ^vi EalendAriuin i. 855. Brand's Popular Antiquities, ii. 459. 
[Bohn't edition.] This oustom led to much scandal, and was, in due time, 
stopped. 
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called the * Oiants' danoe ' ; and a oirde in Cornwall is tenned 
'Danoe Maine'; — dance stones. The Bev. W. Bathorsi 
Deane^ relates that at Gamao in Brittany, where there are 
remains of an immense stone avenue and circle, the villagers 
are accustomed, at an annual festival held on the day of the 
Carnival, to unite in a general dance. The dancers commence 
in a circle, and, having performed a few revolutions, wheel off 
to the right and left. They call this, par excellence, — ' Le Bal.' 
This, he suggests, may mean nothing more than the ordinary 
French word * bal/ — or public dancing. Mr. Scarth,' however, 
intimates an opinion, that perhaps it may be after all the vestige 
of the sacred dance of Baal, though its original meaning may 
be forgotten. A tradition of this circular dancing appears in 
many fables respecting Druidical temples in England. The 
stones are said to have been human beings petrified in the 
midst of a dance, and all the temples to which such supersti- 
tions are attached are circular. At Stanton Drew the stones 
are called 'The Wedding/ and one of them is specially 
designated ' The Bride ' ; and here, tradition says, that they 
were all men and women turned into stone at their wedding- 
dance. At the St. John's Eve fires, moreover,— called in 
Ireland to this day, < Bel-tan ' fires, — ^they danced by night 
round them, carrying torches in their hands. A similar custom 
was observed in Cornwall.^ 

Though, as we have already intimated, such facts as we 
have detailed cannot be taken as any positim explanation of 
the ' Boys Dance * round the Church on Shrove-Tuesday, yet 
thus much we may perhaps infer from them ; viz. — that our 
Bradford custom no doubt is very oldt and that it may have 
arisen from some ancient usage of the kind. 

It will be no inappropriate addition to the foregoing section 
on our 'Parish Church,' to give an account of two old 
buildings erected orginally for the purpose of religious worship, 
one of which has long altogether ceased, and the other almost 

^ Arohnologia, zxr. 217. 

9 Journal of British Aroh»ologioal Association, June 18S7, p. 110. 

8 Brand's Popolar Antiquities, i. 887. 
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entirely, to be used for the object for which they were built. 
The former is most probably an < Ancibnt Baxon Chubch/ — 
the other is called the 'Gboyb MuBTma-HousB/ and has 
some interest as being the first non-conformist chapel erected 
in Bradford. 

Thb Saxom Ohuboh.^ 

By this term we designate a very ancient building, standing 
near the north-east end of the Parish Ohuroh, which is now 
used for the purposes of a Free-School. The surrounding site 
is still called the 'Abbey-yard/ from which we may form a 
plausible conjecture, as intimated in a prerious page (12), that 
the monastery founded in this place by St. Aldhelm, at the 
commencement of the eighth century, was erected on that site. 
Moreover, in opening the ground, a few years ago, immediately 
adjoining the present building, for drainage and other purposes, 
stone coffins were discovered, — ^thus identifying the surround- 
ing site as a place of sepulture. There are no records believed 
to be in existence which could throw light upon the object and 
purpose of the building in ancient times. [William of 
Mahnesbury'g words (in the Life of St, Aldhelm contained in his 
Oesta PontifiGum, written at latest in 112S)^ are these — ''Neenon 
et apud Bradford tertium ab eo monasterifum instructum crebra 
serit opinio, — quam confirmare videtur nomen villae in eerie 
primlegii, quod jam episcoptis ministeriis suis dedit oppositum et 
antiquis soriptwrm Uniamentis effigiaium. Et est ad hune 
diem eo lod Eeclesiola, quam ad nomen Beatissimi Lam'enti^ 
fecisse predicatur, Sed enim utraque monasteria From et 

Bradford in nichilum defecere^ restatque tantvm nomen 

inane" 

In the survey of the manor for 1629, we home, among the 
copyholds the following, which clearly relates to our ** little 
chapel" 

" Gifford Yerbury holdeth by copy of Court BoU dated the 9 

^ For Taluftble anUtance, ia drawing up ilie ftrohiteotnral details of this 
TMy inlttrastiiig boUding, I ha¥» been indebted to my friend, Mr. 0. B. 
Dalies, F.8.A., d Baih. r^ n,r\n]f> 
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day of Decemif, A^ 12 Jacobi Begis (1614) one fair mesiuage 
with a Chappel annexed, one double Dove-house and diverse 
houses, 2 ourtellages, one close ofpastwre containing 3 acres, de." 

Then at a subsequent date : — ^*Pa/ul Methuen holdeth by lease 
from Sir Thomas Jervois 

Two houses with Courts and Gardens and Pigeon a. b. p. 
House near the Church 3 23 

Pigeon House Close 2 3 24" 

Then in a survey of the Copyholds, dated 1692, we have this 
entry referring to the same holding, Pigeon-house Close and 
Coombes Close being different names for it : 

** Mr. Anthony Methuen holds by copy dated the — day of 

168 — , all that Messuage and Tenement called Coombes with all 
lands and premises thereto belong situate in Bradford, for the 
term of his own life and the lives of Thomas and John his 
sons,"] When a portion of it was oonveyed to Trustees in 
1715, [by Mr. Anthony Methuen] as a Bohool-honse, it was 
described as — 'a building adjoining to the churoh-yard of 
Bradford, commonly called the Skull-House, ' [+ + + tn a certain 
ground called Coombs Close] — ^from the fact, most probably, of 
its having been used as a ohamel-house. [Hie Chancel was 
not so co7iveyed, but reserved and used as a cottage, the Chancel 
Arch having been walled up ; and this severance continued until 
it was purchased from the last owner in 1872,] 

Hemmed in on every side by buildings of one kind or 
another,— on the south-side by a sort of wing added to the 
original building (in which the schoolmaster's residence now 
is), and also by another building used as a coach-house; — on 
the north by a large shed, employed for the purposes of the 
neighbouring woollen manufactory ; — ^the design and nature of 
the building escaped, till a very recent date, the notice of 
Archaeologists. The fact, too, of the west front being entirely 
modem work, deceived them as to the nature of the whole, 
and every one considered it, at the first glance, to be a 
production of the eighteenth century. 

Subsequent investigation, however, has convinced us, that, 
notwithstanding the numerous alterations the building has 
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nndergone during saooeeding ages, it bears nnmistakable 
eyidenoes of a very early foundation ; — probably as early as 
the eleventh eentury,\ Seen from a distance, and from an 
elevated spot, it exhibits the usual form of a Church, — 
standing east and west, — and consisting of a Nave, — a 
Ohanoel, — and a Porch on the north side. 

The building, as at first existing, was of three distinct roofs, 
marking the position of the three several portions, of which we 
have just spoken. That over the Porch, though not of the 
original elevated pitch, as is indicated on the side wall of the 
Nave, yet retains the same line of drip, but the others have 
been entirely altered. All the elevations, excepting that of the 
Porch which was only of two, were divided into three stages. 
The lowest was quite plain, with the exception, only, of a 
series of slight projections, which are so slight, indeed, that 
they can only be called pilasters, and not buttresses. These 
occur at regular intervals, and support a string-course, which 
runs all round the building, except where it has been recently 
destroyed. Upon this string-course runs an Arcade, consisting 
of a series of flat pilasters, partially moulded on the east, and 
formed by upright stones which however do not tail into the 
wall; and on these are square blocks of stone, slightly bevelled, 
which support, or rather appear to support, plain arches. The 
arches themselves are only surface decorations, and not at all 
constructive arches, as they are cut out of the stone, which 
runs, irrespectively of them, in regular courses. Around the 
Porch the pilasters do not support arches, but merely a tabling, 
which, on one side, is certainly original, and is built to receive 
the eaves. In the eastern gable of the Nave are the remains 
of an Arcade above the one already described, which was built 
to take the form of the pitch of the roof, being stilted in 
increasing height to the centre. A considerable portion, 
however, has been destroyed in the course of alterations made 
in the roof, and for the purpose of inserting flues. Above the 
tabling on the north side of the Porch, there would seem to 

t UNote.) But ueiurO^ o» « to dato.^, ^^^^^ ^^ GoOgk 
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have been a similar Arcade U> that on the east end of the Nave, 
the oentral pilaster, whioh is moulded, yet remaining. 

The Chakobl is about thirteen feet in length, and ten feet in 
width. It was entered through an archway which could not 
have been wider than about four feet six inches, if indeed so 
much. There is still remaining the fragment of the arch, 
which springs from an impost and has the usual characteristics 
of ante-Norman work. Its vast disproportion, in size, to the 
height of the wall is very striking, and may be perceived by 
comparing it with the elevation, as shewn in Plate iv., both 
being drawn to the same scale. Above this arch, were found 
imbedded in the wall, two stone figures of angels, which have 
been replaced. These figures are executed in a kind of low- 
relief; — the angels have their wings expanded, and around their 
heads is the ' nimbus,' and over an arm each holds a napkin. 
They seem to be in the act of devotion, and, as they were 
found, one on either side, in the wall above the Chancel arch, 
it is conjectured that originally there was some oentral figure 
which was removed in order to make way for the large stack 
of chimneys now carried up through the centre of the building. 

[There can be Uttle doubt that there toM once a Bood or 
Crucifix between amd below these angelic figwres. It mtLst be 
remembered that the discovery of the ecclesiastical character of 
this building had only been made by Canon Jones (with some 
assistance from a Bath architect, Major Davis) in 1856 ; and 
that its date was still m/uch debated. Hence the modest timidity 
of Canon Jones, exhibited in the above and other passages ; he 
himself had hardly recognised the greatness of his discovery. 
The angelic figures and the (supposed) Bood may very probably 
have been of later date than the building itself ; one of the 
reasons why several authorities, including Edward Freeman 
himself, afterwards a great champion of an earlier date, at first 
thought the building was of the tenth century, was the great 
resemblance of the figures to those in the Benedictional of St. 
Mthelwold. Canon Jones remarks elsewhere that they also 
resemble some figures in the Utrecht Psalter of the ninth 
century. It is necesssary always to remember that there can 
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ha/ve been very little building in England between the middle of 
the ninth and the beginning of the eleventh century, owing to the 
continual Danish wars and ra/oages,] 

It may be observed that the pilasters on the east elevation 
of the Chancel are moulded into three depressed roundels, a 
very simple form of decoration, — in fact, the earliest form met 
with in this country. This work is therefore especially 
valuable as it seems to denote, first of all, the superiority of 
the eastern over the other elevations, where this ornament is 
not to be found, and so to increase the certainty that the 
building is a Church; — and, in the next place, when considered 
together with the peculiar way in which the lesser pilasters, 
which support the arcade, are built, marks out distinctly the 
great antiquity of the structure. 

There is still remaining a window, though blocked up with 
masonry, in the south wadi of the Chancel. It is circular- 
headed, is splayed considerably externally, — and no doubt 
would be found to be splayed also internally if we were able to 
examine it, [it is so] —and gives every evidence of being one 
of the original windows. [TAere was, it is conjectured, a 
similar window on the north side, which, together with the 
portion of the old arcade which ran above it, had been removed, 
for the insertion of modem windows, while the building was 
used as a cottage. Among minor peculiarities may be observed 
the step down into the Chancel, and the incuions just below the 
impost of the Ghamcel arch, into which it is supposed were driven 
the blocks of wood in which were the iron staples on which the 
Chancel gates hu/ng. 

The floor is ancient, but not original : it has evidently been 
remaiM ; for on some of the stones that compose it a/re traces of 
carven ornament : a figure of Christ has been thought to be 
recognisable,'] 

The Navb is twenty -five feet two inches in length, and thirteen 
feet two inches in width. It was entered by an archway which 
still exists. The archway, which is not recessed, is tmo feet 
ten inches wide and springs from an impost, which is itself 
simply a plain string-course stopping a slightly moulded 
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pilaster formed by a series of segmental roundels. Above the 
impost, this is oontinned over the aroh, as a hood moulding. 
This aroh is certainly one of the earliest enriched or 
ornamented yet known. It may be remarked that the opening 
of this door-way is wider at the floor than at the springing, — 
one of those minor peculiarities which tend to confirm our 
opinion as to the antiquity of the work.^ [_Th%s peculiarity if 
a^ppa/reni, though not very conspictums, in the other doorways.] 

The western wall of the Nave is to a great extent the 
production of modem times, the larger portion of the original 
wall having been removed. It is very easy, however, to detect 
the remains of the original Arcade, which seems to have run 
round the entire building. A careful examination might 
perhaps shew how the west end was finished. It has been 
suggested, that possibly there may have been a small circular 
window somewhat high in the building. 

In the south wall of the Nave traces of an old window are 
distinctly to be seen, a portion of the semicircular head still 
remaining. [This has been restored.] From the windows 
which still exist, or of which we have the trace, we should 
conceive that there was one window on either side of the 
Chancel, and two on the south side of the Nave, of similar 
form to those that remain. [In any case, the interior of the 
btUlding rrmst han)e been dark ; but the cleric doubtless knew his 
office by heart, and the commonalty could not read, and needed 
little light, 2%ts south wall, composed of two faces of stone 
filled in with grouting or cement threatened to collapse; but it 
was carefully restored, and the gap refilled with cement, by, says 
Freeman *' a very skilful and zealous architect, Mr, Adye,"] 

1 There is ft doorway, at Somerford Keynes Ohuroh, very simiUr to this 
one which we are describing. There is a drawing of it amongst the 
' Mullings Papers ' now in the Library of the V^ilts Arohsologioal Society 
at Devizes. It is drawn, by Mr. J. St. Aubyn, to the scale of half an inch 
to the foot. It is thus described ; — *' On the north side of the Nave is a 
curious and singular Saxon Door-way, new walled up, which appears to be 
of a date earlier than the Norman conquest." In Bickman's work, 
(appendix on * Saxon Architecture,' p. 86) Somerford Keynes is reckoned 
among the Saxon remains in Wiltshire. 
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The PoBCH, on the north side of the building, is about ten 
feet square [ten feet five inches by nine feet eleven inches.'] Its 
front seems to have been decorated, there still remaining 
a moulded pilaster above the plain arcade already described. 
A window in the Porch on the west side is still used, and 
a glance at this shows it to have been the work of a 
very early date. It has all the characteristics of those we 
have already described. The Porch was entered by a door 
way, which, though closed up, still remains, and is almost 
immediately opposite the archway already described as the 
entrance to the Nave. {These doorways have of course been 
opened and repaired. The window in the Porch is of singularly 
rude workmanship^ and unth the a/rch over the outer door, gives 
one the impression that here the Saxon mason first tried his 
prentice hand upon an arch. The great size of the Porch, 
compared with the small area of the ruwe, is noteworthy, and 
gives rise to various conjectures. Was it a baptistery 9 I think 
not. The only font I have seen of so early a date, which is at 
Le Pvy, was adapted for adult immersion. Were the heathen 
catechumens — the country must have swarmed with heathens at 
that time — eoscluded from the Nave t Or, finally, did St. 
Aldhelm, like St. Outhbert, object to the ingress of women beyond 
the Porch t There are now in this Porch a number of fragments 
of stone, elaborately sculptured. They do not belong to the 
Ecclesiola, but were brought hither from the Parish Church, at 
the time of its " restoration." Some of them are probably pre- 
Norman, but of later date than Aldhelm! s foundations.] 

So early an example of a Porch, — especially on the north 
side, — ^is, we believe, not only most rare, but unique. A 
conjecture has been thrown out, that possibly the original 
Church was cruciform, a corresponding portion of the building 
— (in this case it would be a sort of transept) — having perhaps 
existed on the south side. A minute examination of the wall* 
however, reveals not the slightest trace of anything of the 
kind. Indeed, the approach to the building on the south side 
could only have been managed at any time by means of a 
flight of at least 12 or 14 steps, the ground sloping down 
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towards the river. When we reoolleot, too, that the population 
of Bradford, in early times, lived probably all on the north side 
of the town, the older houses all being built in sucoessive 
terraces on the slope of the hill which shuts in the town on 
that side, it would render it not unlikely that, for their 
convenience of access to the Church, there might be a 
deviation from what is acknowledged to be the general custom. 
[All this wrgvmeni is not to the purpose in face of the fact that 
when the Restoration Committee set to work, they excwoated the 
foundations of another, a southern Porch, of about equal 
dimensions with the northern one. The modem buttresses were 
built out so as to mark the exact extent of these foundations. 
Moreover the mark of what seems to ham been, the gable of the 
Porch remains on the external waXl of the nave; possibly, 
however, this gable may have belonged to a more modem 
building replacing the original Porch, the '' sort of wing " just 
now mentioned. Whether this southern projection of the building 
was really another Porch, or, as Canon Jones himself subse- 
quently suggested, a room for the priest or sacristan, it is now 
impossible to determine] 

Without any existing records of the erection of this building 
we might perhaps hesitate to assign so early a date as the 
work seems to justify, but it certainly has as great a claim to 
be considered eleventh or even tenth century work, as any 
which assumes that honor, without any documentary evidence 
to support its pretensions. All the indications we have already 
mentioned, together with the great height! of the side walls 
and the comparatively low pitch of the roof, point it out as 
belonging to what has been called the ' Baxon Bomanesque ' 
style, which is considered to have prevailed from the ninth to 
the middle of the eleventh century. No one indeed can 

[t The height of th$ Nave, from the ground Une to the wdU plate, u 
twenty-five feet five inchee, of the Chancel eighteen feet four inches, and of 
the Porch fifteen feet »i» tnchee. Thie great proportionate height is found 
in rude dra/wvnge of churches of the tenth century, as in the Benedictional 
of St, Bthelwold, also in the representation of Bosham Church in the 
Bayeaux Tapestry, See Canon Joneses " Account of the Saxon Church of 
St. Laurence, Bradford-on-Avon,'*] 
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thoronghly ezamiQe this little Choroh, without ooming to the 
oonolusion, — ^from the rough style of its masonry, and other 
indications, — that it never oonld have been built by the skilled 
workmen of Bristol Chapter House, Malmesbnry Abbey, or St. 
John's, Deyizes, but that it was certainly an earlier erection. 
The only other supposition, consistent with a later date, would 
be, — ^that it was erected by provincial workmen, uninfluenced 
by foreign refinements, or who rejected the improvements of 
the dominant race. [When tJu author wrote aU thit he 
had not seen the now famous testimony of WiUiam of 
MaJmesbwy. Ei>en about 1872, when he wrote another paper 
on the subject, though he was then aware of what WiUiam had 
said, he did not fully rely on it, and stiU only claimed that the 
Church might ham been buiU in Ethelred the Unready* s time. 
Later still, some architects continued of that mind; and 
Oanon Jones was awed by their authority. But when the 
restoration had been concluded most of these doubters vanished, 
or, under the leadership of Edward Freeman, assented to the 
ascription of the little Church to Aldhebn — ** There can be no 
reasonable doubt*' wrote Freeman in 1886, '* that the building 
now standing is the Ecclesiola recorded by WiUiam as having 
been built at Bradford by St, EcUdhehn + + + an ail but 
untouched example of a Church of the end of the seventh century 
or the beginning of the eighth : it must be unique or very nearly 
so.** 

It is difficult to believe that William could have been mistaken 
He Uved not twenty miles away, he had seen at Mdbnesbury and 
apparently elsewhere, other specimens of Aldhehn's building, 
which he, familiar doubtless with good Norman work, thought 
by no means contemptible. Tradition in those illiterate days 
was long-enduring ; if our Church had been rebuilt at the end 
of the tenth century the fact would not have been forgotten in the 
beginning of the twelfth. 

There is a Church at St. Dii, in the Vosges, ascribed to the 
seventh century, which bears a very close resemblance to this one, 
but there aiso some are incredulous as to the date. 

The Committee of Trustees^ under whom the restoration of 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



154 Brat^ord'Vjpon'Avon. [Qrwe Meeting-Eouie. 

this most intereiting building wm earned out, eofmsted of the 
Bt. Hon. Earl Nelson, Sir Charles P. Hobhouse, Bart., Sir 
John Wither Awdry, Mr, J. H, Parker, the Bev, E, i. 
Barnwell, and Ca/non Jones himself.] 

There can be no doubt that we have in this building one of 
the most interesting specimens yet remaining of Ante-Norman 
work. Wiltshire is abeady rich in relics of our British 
forefathers. Fortified by the opinions of many well qualified 
to speak anthoritatiyely on the matter, we can have little 
hesitation in pronouncing this building to have been a Saxon 
Church, of which indeed, as far as we know, it is, in its 
completeness, a unique specimen ; and thus our County is also 
able to boast of remains, which, though somewhat less ancient 
than British, will hardly be deemed less precious. 

[Christchwrch. — This Church was erected in 1840, the 
material being local stone, and the district assigned to it that of 
Berefield, The style is perpendieular Oothie : the design of the 
chancel was the work of the late Sir O, Scott. The tower and 
spire, from the elevation of the site, form a eon^nouous and 
beauUfiU element in the surrounding landscapes. The adjacent 
schools and schoolhouse were erected at the sole expense of the 
late Captain Palairet, of WooUey Orange,^-a picturenque old 
maneion which he repaired and beautified.] 

Thb Oboyb MsBTiNa-HousB.^ 
This is the oldest Non-oonformist place of worship in the 
town of Bradford. It is situated at the east end of what is 
called Middle Bank, and on the slope of the hill behind the 
house formerly occupied by the Methuen family. We have 
quoted in a previous page (68), Aubrey's description of ' the 
side of the high hill, facing the south, above Mr. Paul 
Methwin's house,' which, in his time was covered with elder- 
trees. Hence the name of, — the ' Qrove * Meeting-House or 
Ohapel. 

There is something singularly picturesque in the present 
appearance of this structure. From long disuse it is fas| 

^ I hare to thank Mr. J. Jtffery, of Bath, for maoh of the iaformation 
ooBoeming tho ' Orovo Mseting-Hoass.' W.H.J. 
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hastening to deoay. Its mnllioned casement windows are now 
nearly hidden by luxuriant ivy-tresses, which enshroud the 
greater part of the building. It bears on its front an air of 
antique respectability, and is a fair type of the places of 
worship that sprung up quickly after the passing of the 
Toleration Act at the close of the seyenteenth century, for the 
use of the Presbyterian and Independent Non-conformists. 

The date of the erection of this Chapel, which was bmilt for 
the use of those who inclined to Presbyterianism, — amongst 
whom, at one time, were numbered some of the principal 
inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood, — ^was about a.d. 
1698.^ It is belieyed that it owed its origin to the efforts of 
some of the Glergy, who, when the Act of Uniformity was 
passed, retired from the Established Church. Indeed, the 
Bey. T. Jones, who was ejected from Galne, is supposed to 
haye assisted to found the Society which met at the Grove 
Meeting. 

At the close of the 17th century a Mr. Dangerfield was the 
stated minister of this place of worship. In 1716 Mr. Thomas 
Barker filled that office, and continued to do so till 1729. He 
was succeeded by Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Joshua Bead, who 
seems to have been associated in his office with a Mr. Wereat. 
The views of this last-named gentleman were in sympathy with 
what is commonly termed Arianism, and, in consequence of 
this, a secession took place of several who had been accus- 
tomed to attend the 'Grove Chapel.' Walter Grant, of 
Monkton Farleigh, and John Pitman, of Bradford, were the 
chief persons who retired, and through their instrumentality it 
was, that, in 1740, an Independent Chapel was built at 
Morgan's Hill, the first minister being the above-mentioned 
Dr. Joshua Bead. This last-named chapel was subsequently 
endowed by Walter Grant and John Pitman, by will, with 
property amounting, when invested in the public funds, to 
£2144 ISs. 2d., three per cent Beduced Annuities. 

^By a deed dated January 2, 1098, Anthony Methnen conveyed the 
ground, on which the ' Grove Meeting was shortly afterwards erected to 
Francis Yerbury, the elder, of Ashley, Francis Yerbuiy, the younger, of 
Bradford, William Obandler, of Bradford, and Thomas Buih, of Bradf oid. 
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Immediately after this Beoession from the ' Grove Chapel/ 
we find Dr. Boger Flexman appointed as its minister. He 
remained there about eight years, when (in 1747) he removed 
to Botherhithe, and was succeeded by Mr. Samuel Billingsley, 
a member of an old Presbyterian family of Ashwick in 
Somerset, the founders of the Meeting-House at that place. 
Mr. Billingsley resigned the office at the end of ten years. 

In 1763 Mr. James Foot of Chard, a pupil of Dr. Doddridge, 
was minister of this chapel, and continued to be so till his 
death, (about 1777,) when he was succeeded by Mr. Williams 
of Calne, who died in 1810. This last-named gentleman was 
engaged in some kind of secular appointment, which was 
exceedingly distasteful to many of the old Presbyterian 
attendants at the chapel. Before his decease many of the 
more influential and wealthy of them had either conformed to 
the Established Church, or left the district, and the places of 
those who were removed by death were not supplied by others. 
Those who remained were but few in number, and openly 
professed themselves, — Unitarians. In 1793 a Liturgy, 
similar to that used at the principal Unitarian Chapel at 
Manchester, was in use at the Grove Meeting-House. 

On the decease of Mr. WilUams, Mr. John Evans of Bristol 
for a short time acted as minister, after which the Meeting- 
House was let to a body of Trinitarian Dissenters for several 
years. This lastnamed body subsequently built a chapel for 
themselves, a Mr. Coombs being their minister. 

In the year 1822, Mr. Bichard Wright, who was the 
minister of a Dissenting congregation meeting at the Conigre, 
Trowbridge, re-opened the Grove Chapel, and for five years 
preached in it every Sunday morning. In 1827, Mr. Samuel 
Martin succeeded to Mr. Wright at Trowbridge, and for some 
time followed his practice with regard to a weekly service in 
the Grove Meeting. For many yerrs past, however, the 
service has been very irregular. Latterly it has been held 
only once or twice in the year, for the purpose of securing a 
small endowment, hardly more than sufficient to keep the 
building wind and water tif^t. The endowment arises from 
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the rents of two hotisei in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
ohapei, and produces from £10 to £12 a year. 

Few memorials remain either of former ministers or of 
attendants of this chapel. Of Dr. Eoger Flexman, who was a 
man of some literary attainments, we are able to give a few 
particulars. 

He was born at Great Torrington in Deyonshire, in the year 
1708, and educated for the ministry, among the Presbyterian 
denomination, by the Bev. John Moore. He was set apart for 
this work at Modbury by some of his Presbyterian brethren. 
After officiating at Chard and Crediton, he came to Bradford 
at the close of 1739. In 1747 he married Oatharine the 
daughter of Mr. John Terbury, one of the principal members 
of the congregation attending the Groye Meeting, and in the 
same year removed to another chapel at Jamaica Bow, 
Botherhithe. In 1783 he resigned his office from ill-health, 
but continued to fulfil the duties of Lecturer at St. Helen's, 
(to which he was elected in 1754) and preached there 
occasionally until his decease at the age of 88, in the year 
1795. 

Of Dr. Flexman's sentiments we are told, by Mr. Walter 
Wilson, that "they coincided very much with those of Dr. 
Amory," whose opinions " with regard to both natural and 
revealed religion, nearly agreed with those of Dr. Samuel 
Clarke, and of the eminent divines who were coadjutors with 
that great man. He did not therefore fall in with the Socinian 
principles ; neither did he reject the natural evidences of the 
life to come, or the notion of a separate state." Dr. Flezman, 
he adds, "was a strenuous advocate for the pre-existent 
dignity of Jesus Christ, and the personality of the Holy Spirit. 
He maintained the essential distinction between the soul and 
the body, and the liberty of the human will in opposition to 
materialists and necessitarians." 

Dr. Flexman was well known in the literary circles of his 
day, and was especially noted for his accurate knowledge of 
English History. He was employed by the Government as 
one of the oompiler of the General Index to the ' Journals of t 
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the House of OommonB;' the eighth and three following 
volumes, oontaining the Parliamentary proceedings from 1660 
to 1697, haying been assigned to him. This elaborate work 
was commenced in 1776 and completed in 1780. He also 
published several Sermons and Tracts : amongst the most 
important of his productions were ' An account of the writings 
of Bishop Burnet/ and 'Critical, Historical, and Political 
Miscellanies,' containing remarks on various authors, amongst 
whom were Archbishops Potter and Becker, and Bishops 
Sherlock, Warbuton, and Lowth. His abilities and attain- 
ments acquired for him the honorary degree of D.D. from the 
Marischal College of Aberdeen in 1770. ' 

[Other Nonconformist ChapeU. 

These are less conspiotums than commodious, none of them 
actually abutting on the principal thoroughfares. The Wesley an 
Chapel at the top of Coppice Hill is a large and rather handsome 
edifice, built in 1818. The old chapel, frequented by John 
Wesley and Adam Clarke, was close to Pippett Street, now 
Market Street. Wesley is said to have preached also on the 
Town Bridge. The Congregational Chapel opens from St. 
Margaret Street, as also does that beUming to the Particular 
Baptists. Zion Chapel, on Coneygre Hill, has a pretty 
interior; and there are also the Huntingdon and Providence 
Chapels in Berefield, on the top of the hill. 

The Hermitage or Tory Chapel. 

This is finely placed on a salient angle of the northern hUl. 
Leland calls it a chapel, Aubrey a hermitage, meaning, 
apparently, a hospitivm for pilgrims, such as that which still 
exists almost perfect a few miles to the north, Chapel Plaister. 
The late T. B. Sawnders, Q.C., the proprietor, restored and 
almost rebuilt it about 80 years ago, in the original style, which 
was late perpendicular. Stretching out from it to the east is the 
long range of houses coiled Tory (Tor, a hillf) cresting the 
ascent, and largely contributing to the picturesquely foreign 
aapect of the place. 
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The Tithe Bam. 

Should probaMy rather be called the mamorial or demeene 
ham : the Abbess of Shaftesbwry wa^ at once tithe-oumer and 
lady of the manor. It is a remarkably fine btUlding of the kind, 
with massive stone walls and a shingle roof supported by 
enormous oaken beams and ties. Its internal dimensions are 
180^30 feet : its date probably the earlier part of the fourteenth 
century, some would put it later, some considerably earlier. 
The Tishwry Bam, also on the estate of Shaftesbury Abbey, and 
very similar to this one, is said to have been built ahont A,D. 
1260. 

The Bridges. 

The town bridge is placed upon or immediately above, the 
" broad ford,** and was originally perhaps only a footbridge, the 
ford sufficing for carts, which continued to pass through it until 
the northern end was blocked by the erection of a quay^ a few 
years ago. Two of its '*nine fair arches" are pointed and 
ribbed, and indicate, good authorities say, the thirteenth century 
as the date of the eastern side. The western side is a compara- 
tively late addition, probably of the seventeenth century, and its 
round arches look modem and commonplace, especially since the 
stone tables projecting from the piers, once used for washing 
wool, have disappeared. 

An interesting letter is extant, which connects the chapel, or 
blindhouse,\ with the labours and difficulties of John Wesley. 
It was addressed to him by a Mr. Wm. Hitchens, and runs as 
follows :— 

28th February, 1767. 
Reverend and Dear Sir, 

When I was at Freshford on the 30th of January in the 
morning, I scrupled singing these words " Ye now afflicted are 
and hated for His name. And in your bodies bea/r the tokens of 
the Lamb." I thought I was not afflicted nor hated for the 
name of Christ. But this scruple was soon removed. 

iiFor an account of thU littU '^^^Wwv* »««»«^^g-itlg?^f^(CoOgle 
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For at Bradford in the evening I was pressed for a soldier, 
and carried to an inn where the gentlemen were. Mr. Pearse, 
hea/rtng of it, came and offered bail for my appea/rance the next 
day. They said they would take his word for ten thousand 
pounds, but not for me; I mnist go to the Bound House, the little 
stone room on the side of the Bridge : so thither I was conveyed 
by five soldiers. There I found nothing to sit on but a stone, 
and nothing to lie on but a little straw : but soon after a friend 
sent me a chair on which I sat all night. I had a double guard, 
12 soldiers in all, two without, one in the door and the rest 
within. I passed the ndght without sleep, hut not without rest ; 
for, blessed be Chd, my peace was not broken a moment. My 
body was imprison, but I was Chrises freenum ; my soul was at 
liberty ; and even there I found some work to do for Ood; I had 
a fair opportumity of speaking to them who durst not leave me, 
and I hope it was not in vain. 

In the morning I had leame to go to a private house with only 
one soldier to guard me. About three in the afternoon I was 
carried before the Commissioners, and part of the Act was read 
which empowered them to take such ablebodied men as followed 
no business and had no lawful or sufficient maintenance. 

Then I said, " If these are the men you are to take, I am not a 
proper person ; for I do follow a lawful caUing in partnership 
with my brother, and have also an estate." The Justice said, 
*' If you wiU make oath of that, I think we rrmst let you go / '* 
but the Commissioners said, *' no man could swear for himself." 
I said, ''Gentlemen, give me time and you shall ha/oe full proof T 
After a long debate, they took a fifty pound bond for my appear- 
ance on that day three weeks. 

All the time I could bless Ood that he counted me worthy to 
suffer for His name's sake. The next day I set out for Cornwall, 
I tarried at home four days, and then, setting out with my 
brother James, came to Bradford last Saturdanf. On Monday 
in the afternoon I appeared before the Commissioners, with the 
writings of my estate. When the Justice had perused them, and 
my brother had taken his oath, I was set at liberty. So the 
fierceness of man turns to Chd's praise, and all this is for the^ 
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fu/rthercMoe of the Oospel. I hope you will rePwm Ood thanks 
for my deUuerance out of the hands of vmreasonaile <md wicked 
men. 

WiUiam Hitchens. 

The building was also at times used as a toll-house ; and tolls 
were taken on beasts going to the Saturday ma/rket. 

Barton Bridge was bwiU, apparently , in the early pa/rt of the 
fourteenth century: it leads to Barton Farm and the great Bam; 
and probably the Bam and Bridge are coeval. It is a pictur- 
esque old structure with four ribbed and pointed arches and 
three huge piers, and has defied ma/ny floods, some of which h/we 
swept completely over it. The views of it are grievously 
interfered with by the hideous modem railway bridge. 

The Ancient Mansions cmd Houses. 

Of these the first in beauty and in interest, though not in date, 
is the Hall, which has already been repeatedly mentioned. 
Whether it should be called Elizabethan or Jacobean, is matter 
of debate. I agree with the present owner in inclining to the 
former view. It is somewhat strange that there is no documen- 
tary evidence 04 to its date, builder or cost. 

As the finest example to be found of a moderately-sized house 
of peculiarly English construction, it was chosen for reproduction 
as the English Pavilion in the great Paris Exposition of 1900. 
On a fine day, while the Ampelopsis is changing color, it affords 
a sight of singular beauty. \ 

The Priory. 

Or the Methuens*, as it ought rather to be called. The nucleus 
of this fine old house dates probably from the 16th century ; and 
its founder was a Rogers, most likely the serjeant at law. The 
curious little chapel, the small vaulted parlour, and one of the 
two fins wooden staircases, among other portions of the building, 
(Mr. Parker, I believe, assigned it to the older staircase) may be 
of that date: the stately hall may be set to the credit of the 

(^8ee Appendix for a full account of the Ball by the B^. J. E. Jackson, 
nprintidfrom Vol. L of the WHtshirs Arehaological Magaaine. ^ . 
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Methueni, long iU owtwrg. The house wa$ sold by the laet 
proprietor of that family in 1763 to Mawbey TugtoeU; cmd he 
(or probably his executors) sold it about 1818 (f) to John 
Saunders: from him it passed through Thos, Hosier Saunders 
to the late Thomas Bush Saunders, M,A., and from him to his 
daughter, the present owner. John Saunders built the kitchen 
tving. In the beautiful old mtmc room, above the minstrel 
gallery, is a shield which cannot have belonged to any known 
proprietor, apparently ermine, two chevronels, crest an arm and 
hand holding an otter. It doei not occur in Jackson's Aubrey, 
There is, in the grounds, a fine, stone-built, mediaval barr^ On 
the lawn are two tuUp trees of extraordinary size and beauty, 
but not older than the nineteenth century. 

The Chantry House. 

We have seen (p. UQ) that there was, in 1646-48, a house 
known as " the Mantyon House of the Chauntre,', and occupied 
by the Priest at a yearly rent of 8s. 4d. This must hofoe been 
the nucleus of the present house, and included, in its southern 
wing, the small priest's room or place of concealment, and the 
curious fish tank, or bath, below it. 

The following history of the tenure I owe to the kindess of Sir 
0. P. Hobhouse, Bart. 

20th De<f., 1678, Cyrell Hall, of Barton, Bradford, woadener 
(f dyer) and Anthony Webbe, also of Barton, conveyed the 
messuage and garden, called the Chauntery House to James, 
Thomas and Mary, the children of Bichard Willis of Wynnesley. 
Consideration £12 of currante money of England. In 1680 
Edward Horton, of Westwood, gentleman, (whose father Thomas 
oflford hadpurchased the Chantry property from the crown at 
the dissolution) had let (''farm letten ") the premises to Bobert 
Fuller, of Bradford, for a consideration of 14/-. In 1696 and 
1614 there were certain money transactions between Thomas and 
Anthony Lobell, yeoman and clothier, of Bristol, and John 
BaiUie ; and one of these Lobells on December 1, 1623, conveyed 
the premises to Bobert Daunton alias BaiUe^ of Bradford^ 
husbandman, for a consideration of £44. 
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On Jamiory 1, 1660, Thamoi Bailey atioi Daimton, of 
Bradford, gmOeman, and Charles Bayley atioi Daimton, of 
AUweU, WUU, clothier, conveyed the premiees to Bobert Holtont 
of Bradford, clothier, for a considerttiion of £65 ; and in 1662 
Elizabeth Taunton or JDaunion alias Bay ley, of Leigh, Bradford 
cowueyed the premises to Bobert EoUon, of Trowbridge, clothier, 
in consideration of the sum of 10 shillings and divers other 
considerations. 

Up to this time the conveyances talk simply of a messuage and 
garden, and maJte no mention of any rights superior to those of 
the successive leaseholders (though the existence of such rights 
might perhaps be conjectured from the smailness of the prices.) 
Bui in the year 1664 appears the fact that the premises were 
within the Manor of Bradford and Bowldy, that the main lease 
was apparently from the Lord of fke Manor (t Waisingham) 
and that the full term of it was 2000 years. 

On the 20th November, 1664^ Sir Edward Eungerford, of 
Farley Hungerford, conveyed the premises for the sum of 
£399 : 3 : 6to certain Trustees, in trust for Edward Thresher, 
clothier, of Bradford, for the residue of this term of 2000 years. 
BtU on July 4, 1672, Lady Hungerford, of Corsham, Wilts, and 
of Farleigh Hungerford, Somerset, in consideration of £66 m 
money, and of a yearly payment of 4 shUUngs and a fatted 
capon to be rendered yearly on or before Christmas Day, demised 
the premises to John Holton, of Bradford, clothier. 

Nevertheless, in 1676, the same John Holton paid one Bobert 
Ifoot a sum of £803 for the said premises. Then in May, 1696, 
John Holton, of Nonsuch, Bromham, Wilts, and his sisters 
Margaret and Jane, children of John Holton, late of Bradford, 
clothier, conveyed the tenancy of the above premises to Edward 
Thresher, tenant thereof, for £260, the tenants immediaUly 
preceding having been Thomas Poole and Charles BaiUie, 
otherwise Dainton or Dannton, of Keevil, Wilts, clothier.} 

So up to 1664-72 the Hungerfords were the owners of the 2000 
years' tenure. From the year 1664 Edward Thresher held some 

UNote) Thereisa tnangiUar pieu ^ lend at the top ^ Eknsercss HiU 
$tiU caUed JkiiMon's Qtwoe^-^J^.H. _ ^ 
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kind of ownershvpt but not until 1696 wcls he both owner and 
occupier. The complexity of the tenures is quite feudal, and the 
vicissitudes of the local families concerned are noteworthy. 

Additions seem to h(we been made to the house in the latter 
part of the 17th century , and again, by the Threshers, in the 
early part of the 18th, when the small courtyard was covered in. 

From the Threshers the property passed to the Cams, and so 
by marriage to the Hobhcmses, Sir John Cam Hobhouse, 
Byron's friend, afterwards Lord Broughton, was bom here. 
The property was later on sold to the Bev, F. Thring, and by 
him to Dr, Beddoe, 

OrperCs Hou^e. 

This, the abode of Gainsborough's model for the "Parish 
Clerk,'* is on the north-west of Trinity Church. The awrioue 
little singlepane windows, placed between the greater ones, are 
for giving Ught to cupboards in the thickness of the wail : this 
arrangement seems to be peculiar to Bradford, in which it is not 
uncommon. 

Morton's Church House. 

This was recently the Free School : it eontadns a handsome 
timber-framed hall with a small minstrel's gallery. In a survey 
of about 1629, we read 

holdeth the Church House in Church Street. The house 

in breadth 23 foot and in length 73 foot, (worth) £3 : : 
yearly.] 

THE PAROCHIAL CHABITIBS. 

Thb Old Almbhoubb. 

This is the oldest of the Charitable Institutions conneoted 
with Bradford-on-Ayon. No exact account can be given, it is 
believed, either of its foundation or its endowment. Accord- 
ing to the * Valor Ecclesiasticus ' (vol. i. p. 276) the Bectory of 
Bradford was chargeable with £3 68. 8d. per annum for the 
support of *' twelve poor persons at Bradford, there praying 
for the Founder of the Monastery"^ at Shaftesbury. This 

1 The entry is as foUows, — *' In elimosina per suBtentaoionem zii pan- 
perom apud Bradeford ibidem orantium pro fondatore monaitocii." j 
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gum would be equal to at least ten times as much in the 
present day. It is not unlikely that at the Beformation out of 
the proceeds of the Manor of Bradford, which, as being the 
property of the dissolved Monastery at Shaftesbury, then 
lapsed to the Orown, some provision was made for the 
maintenance of a few of those poor persons who had before, 
from a similar source, derived their support. 

These almshouses are now occupied exclusively by poor 
vHrmen. This was by no means the case originally. Many 
entries may be seen in the Burial Begister which prove that 
poor men also shared originally in their benefits.^ Moreover 
there are now but three recipients of this charity. [There are 
now four.] Originally without doubt, there must have been 
more; — indeed as lately as 1786, as appears from a return 
made to the House of Ciommons in that year, there would seem 
to have been four alms-women. 

When the Charity Commissioners visited Bradford, in 1834, 
they enquired into the truth of some traditions that then 
prevailed, (as they do to the present day) not only as to the 
much larger number who formerly received relief from this 
source, but as to there being a chapel, and a chaplain attached 
to it, who received £10 as a yearly stipend. They state, as 
the result of their enquiries, that though they could obtain no 
satisfactory oral or documentary evidence in proof of the truth 
of such traditions, yet that there was every reason to believe 
"that a bell had been taken from what is described as the 
chapel, and carried to Winsley Church, where it is supposed 
yet to remain." They also give it as their opinion that some 
loads of stone were taken from the Alms-house premises, 
about the year 1794, for the purpose of mending the roads, 
such a statement having been expressly made to them by 
" one George Price, who drove the team on the occasion." 

1 The loUowing «xtr»ots from the Register prove the truth of this state- 
ment. It wUl be observed that the first is of a very early date, no long 
time after the Beformation : — 

1687 Septemb. John Brencke, of the almshouse, buried the 8 day. 

1611 Ootob. George Blecke, of the almshouse, buried the 12 day. 

iei8 Novemb. John Hnrle, of the almshouse, Porter, buried the 36 day. 

1686 DMtnb. Bobvt Gmut, of tha almihooit, buried the 10 day. 
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Though there might be an absence of clear evidence on the 
subject, there is every probability that there is more tnith in 
the traditions of the old people of Bradford than the Charity 
Commissioners seemed willing to allow. The fact of there 
being at the time of the Reformation two Chantry Priests 
attached to the parish church, each with a stipend of £10 
yearly, may give some little explanation of part of the tradition 
though a mistake may have been made as to the precise 
' chaplain/ who received it. Moreover that there was a chapel 
is quite clear. Aubrey who wrote more than two hundred 
years ago expressly mentions it. It is spoken of also in the 
Terrier, which contains an account of the property of the 
Almshouse at the beginning of the last century. In a map 
moreover of Wiltshire, published in 1773 by Messrs. Andrews 
and Dury, a spot is distinctly marked as, — " The ChapeV* 

The only document relating to the original property of the 
Alms-house is an ancient parchment writing or terrier, which 
was produced, by the then Steward of the Lord of the Manor, 
before the Charity Commissioners, in 1834. They give in 
their report a complete copy of this document. It is entitled, 
— *' An account taken the 2nd day of June, 1702, of all the 
lands belonging to the old Alms-house, situate in the Parish of 
Bradford, in the county of Wilts." The land belonging to the 
Alms-house is described as twelve acres and a half, lying 
dispersedly in difforent parts of the Parish. The rent arising 
therefrom, together with an annual payment of 38s. due from 
the Lord of the Manor, constituted the income of the Charity. 

The Charity Commissioners were further informed that 
there was in existence a lease, by which, about the year 1760, 
Mr. Powlett Wright, as Lord of the Manor of Bradford, 
demised the lands above described for the benefit of the Alms- 
house. The lands were also said to be let at rack-rent, 
producing either £8, or (as was thought more probable) £12 a 
year. 

With reference to the buildings the Charity Commissioners 
say,— 

* ' The Ahnihcosei oocupy a triangle, siendiiig between two roeds snd the 
eeosl from Bfadted to Bath. They oonsisfe of thiee teneaaettti, ol one 
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floor 6Mh, and t% all under ont roof ; ihej are low in the wallas and 
altogether in bad oondiiion. Eaoh of the three ahnawomen oooupiee one 



The road, in fact, whioh was made at the time of the 
formation of the Eennet and Avon Canal at a oonsiderable 
higher level than the former one, reaches on the east side of 
the buildings, above the level of the original window-sills. 
This necessarily makes all the tenements extremely damp. It 
is to be regretted that as the Eennet and Avon Canal 
Company, in making their approaches, so seriously impaired 
the Alms-houses as places of residence, the more so, as a wall 
is built within a few yards of their entrances, they were not 
required by the erection of other cottages to secure to the poor 
alms-women the comforts they had previously enjoyed. 

With regard to the portion of Alms-house property occupied 

by the Eennet and Avon Canal Company, to which we have 

just made a passing reference, the Commissioners say : — 

*' The Oanal Company by a elanae in their Aot of Parliament (84 Gee. 
m.) were together with the parties intereeted, anthoriied to sell and fix 
the rent of the land acquired by the Act. In this oaae an annual rent was 
fixed for ao much of the ahnahouae property as was required, and a deed 
was prepared stating the nature of the agreements between the Oanal 
Company and the Charity. This deed, Mr. Clutterbuck, then Steward of 
the Lord of the Manor, never executed. It sets forth, that in ooniddera- 
tion of the annual rent of £11, the alms-house conveyed to the Canal 
Company land (therein described) to the extent of nearly three aeree. 
This agreement is executed by the Commissioners under the Aot, and the 
rent has erer since been regularly paid." 

In the year 1831, P. Methuen Esq. (soon afterwards created 
Lord Methuen) then Lord of the Manor, is stated to have 
agreed to grant a lease of the garden opposite to them, and 
hitherto forming part of their property, to a Oas Company, at 
the yearly rent of £10. This lease, however, the Charity 
Commissioners tell as, was never executed. They say,— 
writing at the time of the negotiation, — 

•< The Company purposes, instead of paying the rent of £10, to erect 
houses of a superior order for the alms- women on that part of the premises 
let to them, which is not occupied by their own buildings. This proposal 
it is intended to accept, as the site of the present ahns-houses, from its 
nearness to the canal, will lei weU for sta6Is«, and the arrangement will 
prove very benefloial to the Charity." 

Like many other good nUeniiomt this one was never carried 
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into effect. The urnnal rent of £10 has been paid regularly^ 
by the Gas Company. [The first three of these homes have 
since been entirely rebuilt out of funds left for the purpose by 
the late Mr. John Bubb ; thefowrth house has been built by the 
Trustees ; the architect was Mr. 0. S. Adye.] 

In oomparing the present possessions of the Alms-house 
with those recorded as belonging to it in 1702, it appears, that 
a large proportion of the land has since then been lost. In a 
pamphlet recently published, on '< The Charities of Bradford- 
on-Ayon," an attempt has been made, and not, it is hoped, 
unsuccessfully, to identify the various portions of land which 
belonged to the Alms-house at the commencement of the last 
century, but which have since that time passed into other 
hands. 

The present income of this Charity is rather more than £46 
per annum. Till recently, in consequence of reduction of rent 
for premises held under the Alms-house, the income was about 
£10 more. 

In 1786, according to a return furnished pursuant to Act of 
Parliament (26 Geobob III. c. 51) by the then Churchwardens, 
Messrs. Thomas Bush and Bichard Taylor, the property is 
said to have been vested in the Lord of the Manor, and to 
consist of a net sum of £16 Is. 4d., issuing from rent of land. 
This return confirms the truth of an opinion expressed by the 
Charity Commissioners, in 1834, with regard to the compara- 
tively recent loss of land once belonging to the Alms-house. 

For some years past there have been but three poor women 
in the Alms-house. Their allowance is fou/r shillings weekly. 
[There a/re rum fofwr^ each receive fowr shillings toeekly, and 
five cwt. of coal ai Christmas.'] 

With regard to the management of the Alms-house the 
Commissioners state, as the result of information given them 
in 1884,— 

<* ThA nominAtion of the AlniBhoiise hM invariably bean made by the 
Steward of the Lord of the Manor, (who is at present Paul Methoen, Esq., 
of Oorsham House,) in behalf of the Lord. The Lord considers that no 
limitation is imposed on his ohoioe of the Almswomen ; but in practice it 
has always been confined to women of the parish not MceiTliig parish 
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VBlief . In ftll othAT Mspeots it is enttz^ly in the diiozeiiott of the Lord of 
the Manor, or his Steward." 

There Beems to be some reason to question the oorreotness 
of this last statement. For many years past, at all events 
since 1821, when Mr. Glutterbuok died, there appear to have 
been no legal Trustees of the property belonging to this 
Charity. In a deed dated 1789, to which allusion has been 
already made, Mr. Glutterbuok is described as *the sole 
surviving Trustee appointed for the management of the estcUe 
belonging to the Almshouse' We have failed to discover any 
subsequent appointment of Trustees by competent authority. 

[The present Trustees are the Lord of the Mamor^ Mr. 0. E, 
Hobhouse, M.P., the Vicar and Churchwardens of Bradford, 
Mr. 0, 8, Adye, and a representatvoe of the Vestry. The 
property remains much £M described ; but there is also a sum of 
£636 : 16 : 9 in New Consols. The ahnswomen are appointed 
by Mr. Hobhouse. They mnist be parishioners of Bradford 
(Trinity or Christ Church), not under 60 years of age, amd must 
not for 12 months previously ham been in receipt of parochial 
relief. There are no denominational restrictions.'] 

Thb Old Mbn's AiiUB-houbbs. 

These Alms-houses were foimded by John Hall, Esq., at the 
commencement of the last century. The date in front of the 
buildings is a.d. 1700. ^The projection of the eaves, and the 
shield, bearing the arms of Hall, in the centre of the fagade, 
make this a very effective building. The coronetted K and M 
on the chimneys, with allusum to the Dukes of Kingston and the 
Earls Manmrs, shew that these were repaired or rebuilt after 
the extinction of the male line of Hall But the building and 
the Charity owe much to the late Mr. HoraHo MouUon, who 
thoroughly repaired the houses, put on a new roof, and gam 
£1050 as an endowment.'] During his life-time Mr. Hall 
seems to have himself provided for the inmates, and by his 
will, dated 10th Sept. 1708, he charged a portion of his estates 
with the annual payment of £40, for the support of the four 
persons who from time to time, might be appointed to the 
Ahnt-hooMB. 
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The Oharity Oommissioiittrs give the following Mooont of 
the steps token by the Duke of Kingston, the desoendant of 
the Founder of this Oharity, and the inheritor of his estates, to 
earry into e£Eect his wishes respecting it. 

«< By a deed, dated 26th July, 1786, in whioh it is flnt of aU raoitad that 
John Hftll of Bradford, by his will dated as above, desired certain Tmstees 
therein named, to settle £40 dear of all taxes, to be yearly, for oTer, 
eharged upon his farm called Pazoroft, for the maintenanoe of four poor 
nun in the Alms-house, which he had then lately founded at Bradford, for 
whom sooh gowns should be provided as, and as often, as his Trustees 
should appoint, out of the said yearly sum ; and after such gowns provided, 
and the said Alms-house from time to time repaired, the residue of the 
said £40 should be equally divided between the four Almsmen, and paid 
unto them monthly; — ^it is witnessed, that, Evelyn, Duke of Kingston, 
conveyed to certain Trustees the capital messuage or mansion house of 
Pazoroft, and the closes or parcels of land therein particularly described, 
lying in the parish of Steeple Ashton, to the use, intent, and purpose, that 
the said Trustees therein named, and their heirs, should for ever pay the 
annual sum of £40, aooording to the wiU of the said John Hall, free of all 
deductions, to be paid equally at Lady-day and Michaelmas, with power 
to distrain, in case the rent chai^^e should be in arrear SI days, and in 
case of need, of re-entry. The deed further provides that the government, 
regulation and management of the Alms-house should at all times here- 
after be vested in, and the poor men be placed in the Alms-house, from 
time to time, as any vacancy should happen, by the oufmr of ihe eapUal 
Meuuage cr Mamion Houu, late of the said John HaU, in or near 
Bradford aforesaid, for the time being, for ever. It is provided further, 
that when the trustees are by death reduced to five, the survivors or 
majority of them should choose other persons of good repute, residing in 
the county of Wilts, whereof the Viear of Braty^rd to ht aXway% ofis, to 
act along with them in the trusts. 

'< The property, subject to the rent charge of £40, now belongs to Earl 
Manvers, and consists of a farm of about 100 acres, a small part ol which 
is in the parish of Steeple Ashton, and the remainder in the parishes of 
Semington and Hilperton, in the county of Wilts. The £40 has been 
regularly paid out of the rent for the benefit of the Oharity." 

The Alms-houses are in good repair. They consist of four 
tenements, each containing a room below, and a room above, 
with a small garden at the back, divided into four plots, 
There are four poor men in the Alms-houses : each of them 
receives a weekly allowance: each man also receives a coat 
every two years, and a pair of shoes yearly, [and hM a badge 
bearing the three battleaxes, (he arme of the founder. The 
Oharity Conmiseioners, in 1901^ etated that the abnemen. 
reeeioed tioo eoaU yearly t a eu mm e r and a nrinier one ; abo that 
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U appeared they received tnedieal attendance and fmcral 
ea^pemes.] 

The righl of patronage and nomination of andTto'^the 
Alms-house, was specially reserved to Lord Manyers when he 
disposed of the Mansion House, (in 1803,) in the owner 
whereof, for the time being, the government and management 
of the Abns-house had been previously vested, in strict 
accordance with the Founder's will. Since that time, the 
Alms-men have been usually nominated by the agent of Lord 
Manvers. 

After providing for the repairs of the Alms-house, and 
clothing, as directed in the deed above stated, the whole of the 
surplus of the £40 [and of the £31 10$. accruing from Mr. 
Mcultm'e gifil is paid to the Ahns-people. 

OubiiL's Ohabity. 

This Oharity was founded by the will of John Ourll, Esq., 
of Turley, who served the office of High Sheriff of Wiltshire 
in the year a.d. 1699. 

By the will above alluded to, which bears date Dec. 28th| 
1708, he desires certain Trustees therein named, to whom he 
bequeaths for the purpose an estate at Ghirton, near Devizes, 
to permit and suffer the Vicar of the Parish Ohurch of 
Bradford, for the time being, and the Bector of the Parish 
Ohurch of Freshford, in the county of Somerset, for the time 
being, to receive and toke the rents, issues, and profits of the 
said farm, and out of the same yearly and every year, in the 
Parish Ohurch of Bradford aforesaid, and at the feast of St. 
Thomas the Apostle, to pay unto the Minister of Ohirton, and 
his successors for the tune being, the yearly sum of forty 
shillings of lawful money of England;— and to pay and 
distribute the sum of thiriy pounds to and between one 
hundred and twenty of such poor persons of the Borough of 
Bradford, and Tithing of Winsley, Leigh and Woolley, in the 
Parish of Bradford aforesaid who have, or shall have lived by 
their honest labour, as the Vicar of Bradford aforesaid, for the 
time being, shall nominate and ^point, that is to cay, >fo^ 
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shillings apiece to every of the said one hundred and twenty 
poor persons ; and also to pay and distribute the farther sum 
ot fifteen pounds to and between thirty of such poor persons of 
the Parish of Treshford, who have, or shall have, lived by 
their honest labour, as the Bector of the same Parish shall 
from time to time nominate and apppoint, that is to say, ten 
shillings apiece to every of the said thirty poor persons. 

The will farther directs that the Churchwardens and 
Overseers of Bradford, Winsley, Leigh, WooUey and Freshford, 
for the time being, from time to time, take an account thereof, 
and see the same paid and distributed, and that the said 
Churchwardens and Overseers be assistants to the said Vicar 
and Bector. 

The overplus of the rents of the farm at Ohirton are, 
according to the will, *' from time to time to be and remain to 
the Yicar of the Parish of Bradford, and the Bector of the 
Parish of Freshford, for the time being, and their successors, 
to be equally divided between them, for the proper use and 
behoof of the said Vicar and Bector respectively, as an encour- 
agement of their care and pains in their sacred function.*' 

This Charity is regularly distributed every \year, on SL 

Thomas's day,] in strict conformity with the will of the donor. 

[The amounts in 1899 were for the Bradford poor £16 18s., and 

for the Freshford poor £8 6s. ; in 1900 £16 10s. a/nd £7 16s. 

respectively. Persons in receipt of poor relief are eoDcluded.] 

Thb Chabitt Bohool ob Fbbb School. 

In a previous page, when giving an account of the Chantries 
connected with the Parish Church, notice was taken of one 
which was held on the condition of keeping a Free School at 
Bradford. It was possibly on account of this provision, that, 
at the time of the Beformation, there was reserved out of the 
proceeds of the estates at Bradford, which had formed part of 
the property of the Monastery of Shaftesbury, a sum of 
£10 12s. 7d. per annum, (equal to at least £100 now,) for the 
establishment of a School for the education of our youth. 
This endowmenl was afterwards transferred to Saliibory, the 
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Burgesses of that Oity pleading with Queen Elizabeth that 
Balisbary was a more oonvenient situation for such a School, 
than ' the upland Town ' of Bradford, with its scanty popula- 
tion, and limited resort of gentlemen and merchants. Of the 
subsequent fate of this endowment we have already given an 
account (p. 48). For many years after its withdrawal (a.d. 
1559,) we had not, as far as our present information extends, 
any provision for the education of the young of any class in 
Bradford. 

Early in the eighteenth century, a.d. 1710, the Bev. John 
Sogers was appointed Vicar of this Parish, and he at once set 
to work to provide a School for his poorer parishioners. Cox 
in his ' Magna Britannia,' a work written in the early part of 
the eighteenth century, says, — " A Oharity School was opened 
at Bradford, Jan. 1712, for sixty-five children, which is much 
encouraged by the Minister of the town. There is a benefac- 
tion given since of ten jxmncb, which is applied to the benefit 
of the School. There is another School kept at a Chapel of 
Ease in this Parish, for ten children, and supported by a gift 
of Un potmds per annum, and twenty shillings for books, 
which last was intended to provide for the instruction of all 
the children within that Tithing; but how it was changed 
we know not." 

The gifts alluded to in the above extract, are, no doubt, 
those of Mr. Francis Smith, and Mrs. Jane Brown, the former 
of whom provided for the children of the Borough of Bradford, 
and the latter for those of the Tithing of Atworth. 

In the year 1715, a building was assigned over to Trustees 
for the purposes of a School-house. Of this building we have 
already given a full and complete account, it having proved to 
be an ancient Church of Pre-Norman date, and, as such, most 
interesting to Archieologists. It was conveyed to nine 
Trustees " for the term of 1000 years, without impeachment of 
waste, paying a pepper-corn rent, upon trust, that the said 
Trustees, and the survivors and survivor of them, their 
executors, administrators, and assigns, should keep and use 
the aforesaid edifice or building, with the appurtenances^as a 
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OhaHty SchooUhouse, daring the term aforesaid, and apcm 
trust, that when the major part of the Trustees thereby 
appointed, or of any other Trustees from time to time to be 
appointed, should die, the surrivors should from time to 
time assign over the premises to fiine other sufficient persons 
inhabiting within^ or belonging to the Parish of Bradford^ upon 
the like trusts/' 

It would appear that the Premises thus conveyed were put 
into repair, and fitted up as a Sohool-house, by means of 
subsoriptions. On a panel in front of the organ gallery in the 
Ohuroh, the fact is thus stated ;— 

** TIm Chcurity'School, with the SehooUnastsr^s-houss^ were giyan hj Mr. 
Anthony Methn«n, and the fee thereof hj the Hon. Ledy Paulet, end the 
Bev. Mr. Wright. To pat them in repeir, the Bev. Mr. Bogen applied 
£85, pert of £60 given by Bdwerd Dike, Olerk, end about 460 more 
Bubeoribed by different pereone." 

The income of this Charity is derived from the following 
sources ; — 

I. Smith's Om.— The account of this gift is recorded on 
a board formerly in front of the Ohancel Gallery, and now 
removed to the Vestry of the Parish Ohurch. The inscription 
has been painted over, but is still to be deciphered ; it ran as 
follows ; — 

•« Mb. Fbah CIS SidXB gave iS60, the intereit to be paid the Bohool. 
maeter for Uaehing ten Chanty ehildren.** 

This gift was left by the donor in bis will, about the year 
1726. It defined the objects to be — 'poor chiUren^ not 
receiving alms, and living within the Borough of Bradford^' and 
they were to be taught 'reading, toriting, and arithmetic.* 

In the year 1727, it was thought desirable, by the then 
Trustees of the School, to invest this portion of their funds in 
the purchase of land. They accordingly bought a small estate 
at Holt, consisting of three closes, containing altogether 
9a. 8b. 22p. This estate is still in the possession of the 
Trustees of this Charity. 

The purchase money required for this estate was £288, — 
£38 more, that is, than the sum bequeathed by Mr. IVancis 
Smith. To make up this sum the Trustees bmowed the 
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tmounl required, from another Oharity founded in the year 
1698 by William Terbnry, of Trowbridge, on oondition that 
they should carry out the intentions of the last-named 
benefactor, *'by paying yearly to the Ohurohwardens and 
Orerseers of the poor of the Parish of Bradford, the sum of 
thirty-eight shillinga yearly, to be distributed by them in 
Bread, pursuant to the will of the said William Terbury." 

n. £100 Stock. This sum was originally part of the 
produce of timber in the Holt estate which was cut down 
about twenty-five years ago. 

m. Waduam's Gift. From a board relating to bequests 
to the Charity School, now painted over, may be easily 
deciphered the following inscription : — 
** Mr. Bdward Wsdman, of Wingfisld, gavs Two Huadsod Poondi.'* 
With respect to this gift, the Gharity Oommissioners say : — 
**Froai two statema&te relating to tho Gharity, both of th«m in the 
handwriting of the Ber. John Bogen, then Vioar of Bradford, one of them 
bearing date 1748-4, it appears that Mr. Wadman, of Wingfleld, intended 
to make a gift of iB200 to the Sohool, but haying omitted to mention the 
lame in hie will, his ezecntors were lo latitfied of raoh being the testator's 
intention, that though they would not pay the £900, th^ offered, on being 
paid £100, to give the testator's living at Trowle, and valued at £800, as an 
equivalent. 

" Several of the oiroumstanoes mentioned with regard to the gifts to the 
Sohool, in Mr. Bogers's memoranda, do not correspond with the facts set 
forth in the deeds hereinbefore mentioned, but enough appears in them to 
show that the living at Trowle did actually come into possession of the 
Charity, and that the rents and profits of it were for a number of years 
disposed of by Mr. Bogers himself, as Vioar of Bradford,— partly for th$ 
benefit of the ScfcooitiuMter,— partly to tho Ovonoen of the Poor,— and 
partly distributed U> the poor themselvee in bread, 

" The Charity, many years ago, lost the living or estate of Trowle, but 
whether the lives were suflered to die out, or the owner of the lee refused 
to renew them, are points on which we eould procure no information ; aU 
we could learn was, that it had ceased to belong to the Charity prior to 
1786." 

lY. £226 8s. Id. Stock. No one is able to explain how 
this principal sum arose. The supposition is, that in some 
way or other it was the consideration paid for the interest of 
the Trustees in the Trowle estate. 

Y. Steawbbii>ob'b Oirr. — John Strawbridge, of Bradford, 
by bis will dated 12 March, 1806, gave to the Trustees of this 
Sohool the sum of £400 Three per Oent Oonsolit.to be, 

^oogk 



176 Bradfori'iifcn'AvQn. [ChariUu. 

iraasferred to them immediately after hit deoease, in trust 
that they, and the BurvivorB of them, and the Trustees or 
Feoffees for the time being, should receive the interest and 
dividends arising therefrom, and pay the same for ever for the 
benefit of the same School, in such manner as the rents and 
profits of the estates belonging to the same School are applied. 
There are thirty'two free Scholars, each of whom is nomin- 
ated by one or other of the Trustees, as vacancies occur. 
The Schoolmaster is permitted to take eighteen other scholars 
who pay him for their tuition. [The sohool is now closed, and 
the funds are to be devoted, in accordance toith a new scheme 
now being issued by the Board of Education, to the provision of 
Scholarships in County Schools.] 

Fbbbbtt'b Book Ohabitt. 

In the year 1747, John Ferrett, Esq., of London, a native of 
this Town, [the same who placed the Qerman or Flemish glass 
window in the south wall of the Parish Church,] gave to the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, of which he was a 
member, £50, on condition that bibles, common prayer books, 
and other religious books and tracts, to the value of 60b. should 
be annually supplied by the Society to the resident minister 
of the Church at Bradford, to be by him distributed on or 
about the festival of the Nativity, and on condition that 
the Society supplied such books on the same terms they 
supplied their own members, free of all expense whatsoever to 
the Parish. 

About 1821, the Society being found in arrear to the Parish, 
it was agreed that the value of such arrear should go in 
augmentation of the original fund given by Mr. Ferrett. 
Since that period, books to the value of £4 lOs. have been 
annually sent by the Society to the Minister of Bradford for 
distribution amongst the poor, in accordance with the wishes 
of the Donor. [HUs amount has been reduced to £4.\ 

Fbbbbtt's Bsbad Chabitt. 

John Ferrett, Esq., by will, gave to his nephew, Bichard 
Wiltshire, and the Minister and Churchwardens of the Parish 
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of Bradford, £250, Three per oent. Old Sonth Sea Annuities, 
in trust, to apply the diridends for purohasing for twenty poor 
men and women of the town of Bradford only, who do not 
receive alms of the Parish, of sober and religions lives and 
oonversation, and who constantly attend Divine Service in the 
Parish Church, when able, one sixpenny loaf each, to be 
delivered to them the first Sunday in the month, and at 
Christmas, Easter, and Whitsuntide, each year, immediately 
after Morning Service. [The income of this Charity has 
somewhat fallen off. At present 19 recipients receive from the 
Vicar a ttoo-quartem loaf on the first Sunday of every month, 
after morning service. A Ust is kept, and the same persons 
contwue to receive the bread v/ntil death.'] 

Thbxshbb'b Chabitt. 

This Charity was founded by the will of Edward Thresher, 
bearing date 23rd May, 1721. The following extract explains 
the intentions of the donor : — 

" I give ftnd bequeath the sum of £100 to be distributed unongit the 
poor and impotent people of the Borough of Bradford, and Tithing of 
Winsley, which laid sum I do hereby order, direct, and appoint to be paid 
by my executor hereinafter named, to th€ Vicar of Radford for the time 
being, within one month after my decease, to be by him, with the direction 
of my executor, disposed of to such and such number of poor and impotent 
people within the Borough and Tything aforesaid, and in such manner as 
to them shall seem most meet and convenient ; provided, nevertheless, and 
so as the same, or any part thereof, be not disposed of to such person or 
persons as usually and commonly receive the public alms of the Parish." 

Edward Thresher died on the 17th August, 1726. The 

Vicar for the time being, the Bev. John Bogers, received the 

above sum of £100, and during his life-time gave away the 

interest thereof in Bread yearly ; at his decease, his son, the 

Bev. J. Bogers, did the same until his own decease, when the 

Charity was for a time discontinued. In the year 1778, his 

executors paid over £100 to Mr. Daniel Clutterbuck, adding £9 

for three years' interest. In the year 1779, Mr. Clutterbuck 

purchased £200 Three per cent. Consols, in the names of 

Messrs. Bichard Attwood and Thomas Bush. From an 

inscription on a Board in front of the Organ Gallery, it appears 

that these gentlemen were accustomed "to divide^ the , 
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diyidends ye&rly at Christmas in crowns and half-crowm 
among the poor of the parish." 

After the decease of the two last mentioned Tmstees it 
seems to have been distributed for a time by their respective 
widows. For a few years, a part only of the funds was given 
away. Successive investments of undistributed dividends 
raised the whole amount, in 1837, belonging to this Oharity, to 
£300 Stock. 

There does not appear to have been any regular distribution 
of the dividends after this time, inasmuch as there was, in 
September 1841, in the hands of Messrs. Hobhouse and Co., 
at the time of their bankruptcy, a sum of no less than 
£48 lis. Id. standing to the credit of this Charity. 

In the year 1847, a petition was filed in Chancery, for the 
purpose of obtaining an order to appoint new Trustees, and of 
providing for the future distribution of the funds. By the 
decree of the Court of Chancery four Trustees were nominated, 
and the Vicar and Churchwardens of Bradford, together with 
the Incumbent of Winsley, for the time being, were appointed 
Co-distributors of the Fund. 

For more thanmin^ years no steps, beyond transferring the 
Funds of this Charity into the names of the newly-appointed 
Trustees, were taken in respect of this order of the Court of 
Chancery. This delay rendered it expedient to lay the matter 
before the Charity Commissioners, who, ultimately, judged it 
necessary again to bring the matter before the Court of 
Chancery. They obtained, from the Master of the Bolls, a 
decree appointing the Vicar and Churchwardens of Bradford 
and the Incumbent of Winsley, for the time being, Trustees of 
the Charity, in addition to and conjunction with those of the 
Trustees, appointed in 1847, who survived ; and ordering the 
funds of the Charity to be transferred to the '' Official Trustee 
of Charitable Funds." The dividends from time to time were 
directed to be distributed ''in clothing or blankets, and in 
bread and coals, or in any one or more of such modes, amongst 
such of the most deserving poor of Bradford and Winsley, as 
shall not, for twelve months previously to such distribution, 
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hare been in the reoeipt of Parochial Belief." [At present the 
Vicar and Churchwardens of Holy Triniiy, and the Vicar of 
Winsley, are the Trustees : the funds amount to £369 4s, lOd. 
New Consols, and the income is distribtUed in clothing-tickets, 
value 2s. 6d. each, to parishioners of Trinity and Winsley 
parishes, not recevovng poor la/w relief] 

Gam'b Ghaeity. 

This Oharity waa founded by the will of Samuel 0am, Esq., 
bearing date June 29th, 1792. He left £100, the interest of 
which he directed to be distributed annually in Bread, amongst 
the poor persons of the Parish of Bradford who are not in the 
receipt of Parochial Belief. 

As there was but one surviving Trustee of this Charity, an 
application was made, under the direction of the Oharity 
Oommissioners, in March 1868, to the County Court of 
Wiltshire, held at Bradford, for the appointment of new 
Trustees, and the general arrangement of matters relating to 
it; the practice, for many years previously, having been to 
distribute it in money and not in bread. The result of this 
application was the appointment of the Vicar and Church- 
wardens of Bradford, for the time being, as Trustees of the 
Fund jointly with the surviving Trustee, and the transfer of 
the principal sum belonging to this Oharity to the " Official 
Trustee of Charitable Funds." [The annual income is now 
£2 16s., and is distributed in, bread among poor inhabitants of 
the ancient parish.] 

Tugwbll'b Chasitt. 

By a codicil to her will, dated July 12th, 1799, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Tugwell left £100 the interest of which she directed 
to be divided among Forty old and infirm persons, of the 
Parish of Bradford, on the fifteenth day of January in each and 
every year. 

In the year 1833, the Stock, in compliance with the direc- 
tions of the Donor, was transferred into the names of the then 
Churchwardens of the Parish of Bradford, by whom, and their 

Digitized by 



180 Bradfofrd-upoff^Avon, [CharUiieB, 

successors in office, the dividends have always been regolarly 
distributed. \The money is divided among forty poor persons 
of the two ecclesiastical parishes of Bradford, in sums of Is. 5d, 
and Is, 6d. each,} 

Stbawbbidob's Ghabitt. 

The subjoined extract, from the will of Mr. John Straw- 
bridge, (dated March 12, 1805,) explains the purposes of this 
Charity :— • 

** I giTO to Mawbey TugweU, and John Beniaon, the prMent Ohoroh- 
wardens of the Parish of Bradford, or their •uooeuort for the time being, 
the sum of iiOO capital Stook, in the three per oent. Consolidated Bank 
Annuities, part of my Stook in the same Fnnd, and to be transferred to 
them immediately after my decease, in trust, that they and their suooessors 
for the time being, do and shaU receive the interest, dividends, or produce 
arising therefrom, and pay the same yearly for ever, to such poor persons 
of the said Parish of Bradford, cu do not receive alme of the Parieht and to 
be paid and distributed by them either in crowns or half-croume, as they 
shaU think proper, and to be paid at the same time as the crowns given 
by the late Mr. Ourll are paid and distributed." 

In the year 1847, an application was made, on the part of 
the Ohurchwardens of Bradford, to the Court of Chancery, for 
the purpose of obtaining an order requiring the surviying 
Trustee of this Charity, — (to whom the funds had been 
transferred, as one of the Churchwardens for the time being), 
— to transfer the same to those who had become his successors 
in that office, in accordance, as they deemed, with the 
intentions of the Donor, as expressed in his will. The 
Petitioners further prayed, that, in the event of the Court not 
being willing to order such a transfer of the Funds to the 
Churchwardens for the time being, the whole Fund might be 
transferred to the Acootmtant-General of the Court of 
Chancery. 

The Court of Chancery, by order, dated May 7, 1847, 
accepted the latter alternative of the petition : the surviving 
Trustee was ordered to pay over the fund to the Accountant- 
General of the Court of Chancery, and the said Accountant- 
Qeneral was directed to pay the dividends from time to time 
to the Churchwardens of Bradford. 

The dividends are regularly distributed by the Ohnroh- 
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wardens, as directed by the will of the Donor. [The capital, 
hamng been reduced by legal proceedings, is now £888 lis. lOd. 
New Consols, and the income £9 4s, 4d, is distributed by the 
Churchwardens in half-crowns among a number of poor persons 
in the two parishes. Nonconformists a/re not excluded; but 
persons in receipt of poor law relief are ineligible. In 1900 
there were 51 recipients in Holy Trinity and 22 in Christ- 
church parish. The Commissioners in their report of 1902, 
expressed the opinion that the whole ancient parish ought to 
participate. 

Charlotte Amelia Bea/oan's Charity. 

Under the will of Mrs. Bea/oan, of Rochester, dated 4 April 
1873, the interest of £44 17s. New Consols is distributed in 
bread on Christmas Day, at the Parish Church, to about 28 
poor persons. 

Hannah Smith's Bequest. 

Miss Smith, of Kingsfield Orove, by will dated 16 October 
1866, left a sum of £60 to the Trustees of the Bradford National 
School, the interest to be used for the augmentation of the stipend 
of the master or mistress of the aforesaid. It appears however 
that the money was laid out in the purchase of some snuiU strips 
of ground in Coombes or Pigeonh<mse Close, of which the 
schoolmaster had the tise and occupation for a garden. 

Endowments for the Wesleyan Methodist Minister. 

Of these there are two, the dedication of both of which are of 
some interest. 

1. The Field Fund. In 1796 a close of pasture containing 
la. 8r. Ip. was in consideration of £113, mostly obtained by 
subscription, granted upon trust ** to permit such person as 
should be from time to time appointed at the yearly conference of 
Methodists of John Wesley's Society in London, Bristol or 
Leeds, or at any other place or places, to preach Ood's Word at 
Bradford aforesaid, to han)e and enjoy the premises^ provided 
iha^ he should preach no other doctrine than what is contained 
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in th$ late John Wesley's notes v/pon the New Testament^ and 
four first volumes of sennoms. The land was sold in 1879^ and 
the proceeds in/oested in the pv/rchase of £363 9s, 8d. Consols^ 
and produces an ammal income of £10 Is. 

2. Anne BaiJward, widow, by will dated 21 October 1785, 
gave £80, the interest thereof to be paid towards the expenses of 
the preachers at Mr. Wesley* s preaching house at Bradford, to 
be continued as long as they should contim/ue to preach according 
to his doctrine there. The capital ammmt is now £100. 

These two endowments are in the hands of Mr. James Long 
and other trustees, and conUwue to be applied in accordance with 
the stipulations. 

Endowments of the Orove Meeting-house. 

These were given chiefly by memhers of the Terbury family, 
and by Mr. Samuel Cam, of the Chantry. They consist of the 
freehold of the chapel itself, of two houses in Newtown, the rents 
of which a/re applied to the repairs of the chapel, aavd of the 
interest of £118 New Consols,paid to the minister as part of his 
stipend. The chapel, originally a Presbyterian foundation, is 
now used by the Particular Baptists. 

Endowments of the Old Baptist Chapel, in St. Margaret 

Street. 

These are numerous, and are fully detailed in the report to 
the Charity Commissioners, August, 1901. They include the 
leasehold of the chapel, school and buriai ground, and the 
freehold of a number of hottses, in St. Margaret Street, St. 
Margaret's Place, and Beaconsfield Terrace, Trowbridge Boad ; 
also shares in the ** CUfts " of Bichard Haynes and EKeabeth 
Bayner ; and sundry smaller payments. The Bev. John 
Hinton*s charity, the ifUerest of £44 12s. Id. New Consols, is 
applied at Christmas to the help of poor members of the 
congregation. Mr. Patch's bequest of the rents of two freehold 
cottages in Middle Bank, Tory, is applied to the joint benefit of 
ihe Baptist and Congregational Schools in Bradford. 
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Lady HtmUngdon's Chapel. 

James Hflyes' charity, reduced, like so many other charitable 
funds, by costs of litigation, now amounts to a capital sum of 
£30 19s. 6. New Consols, and the dividends (17s.) are distributed 
amnmlly by the trustees of the chapel among seven poor members 
of the congregation.] 

Lost Chabitibb. 

Of some of these we have aJready spoken. The following 
inscriptions from boards, now painted over, but which can be 
read without any great difficulty, refer to others of which we 
can now give no satisfactory account : — 

'* Mr. Biohard Bisfj gave £60, to bind out a poor ehild apprantioa 
ytarly." 

*' ICr. Nftthaniel WiUdnBon gaye £10, (?) the intmtt for Bread yearly to 
the poor of Lye and WooUey." 

** Mr. Nathaniel Honlton, of London, gave £50." 

" Mr. William Yerbury gave £100, for the distributing of Five Pounds 
in Bread, on five FridaTs in Lent.'* 

There is also mention in the Parliamentary Returns, of 1786, 

of a Gharity, which however, even then, was lost, said to have 

been given by an unknovm person, '^ for clothing one, two, or 

more poor persons, not receiving alms." 

[The County Technical and Secondary School. 

The handsome building of this Institution was opened for use 
in 1897. The cost of erection was mainly provided by the 
following contributions : — 



Private Subscriptions, including £1075 from Lord 

Edmond Fitemamice, M.P. 
WUts County Council, under Technical Instruc 

tionActs 
Bradford Urban District Council 
Science and Art Department... 
Clothworhers Company 



1466 14 2 

935 

500 

478 





£3628 14 2 
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C(msiderdble additional gifts ham since been made by Lord 
Edmond Fitzmaurice, including the eost (tipwards of £600) of 
an excellent gymnasium. There are several schola/rships 
connected with the school; and it is proposed, as has been 
already stated, to utilize the anmial income of the ci-devant Free 
School in this direction, The headmaster is Mr, /. Cronpton, 
MA, The Chairman of the Chvemors is Lord Edmond 
Fitzmaurice, The constitution of the Board is in course of 
alteration under a proposed scheme by the Department. 

Public Baths and Pleasure Oround, 

These were made over to the Urban District Council in 1898, 
Mr. John Moulton having given the site and grounds adjoining, 
together with a pecuniary contribution of £660, Lord Edmond 
Fitzmaurice £450, and other persons smaller sums. A 
swimming Bath is included, and swimming is taught. The 
commodious and sightly building was erected from the design of 
Mr. Sydney Howard.] 



OLD FAMILIES AND WOBTHIES. 

The history of our Town, which has been set before our 
readers, will have prepared them not to look, as a matter of 
coarse, for a long calendar of eminent men, amongst its 
natives or inhabitants. Such characters are only called forth 
by great and stirring events, and of these Bradford-on-Avon 
has seldom been the scene. Shut in by its hills and woods, 
its townsmen have lived, secluded, as it were, and apart from 
their neighbours, pursuing their peaceful occupations of 
industry, and caring little for the din and tumult that now and 
then might have been heard close to their borders. That 
spirit of calm peacefulness which brooded over the Abbess and 
her household at Shaftesbury, seems to have extended its 
influenoe, in a measure, to the Manor over which she ruled as 
Lady Paramount, and we seldom hear in Bradford-on-Avon of 
any contests or commotions, save such as testify at the same 
time to the earnestness with which its denixens applied 
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themselveB to those mercantile pnrsuitB, on which especially 
the wealth of our country has been founded. 

And yet we are able to commence our list of Worthies 
resident at one time or other in our Town or its immediate 
neighbourhood, for to such only does this notice refer, from a 
yery early period. Of most of those who lived in remote 
times, we know, of course, little more than their names, or 
have perchance a general idea of the lands that belonged to 
them. It is something however to commence an authentic 
history,— our acquaintance with somewhat of the private life 
of men who lived and died in Bradford-on-Avon, — ^from a 
period when William de Longesp^, Earl of Sarum, the Fair 
Bosamond's son, was yet living, and when Eichard Poore, 
the founder of our glorious Cathedral, held the see of Sarum. 
Beginald de Auld, the head at that time of a family that for 
more than five centuries were persons of property and station 
in this town, may well have been living at the time of King 
John's visit in 1216 ; and facts already alluded to (p. 34) 
certainly imply, that for some years previously to a.d. 1251, 
about which time he seems to have died, his family were 
people of eonsequence here. Indeed his son, William de AulA, 
— a minor at the time of his father's decease, — held in 1295, 
(23 Edward I.) the high office of Coroner, — he is termed in a 
deed of that date ' Goronator Domini Begis,*^ — a post which 
implied in the holder not only wealth but worldly station. 

It will be understood that our notice of * Worthies ' extends 
only to those who have been actually resident here, or have 
been intimately connected with our town. Neither does our 
plan include those who may still remain to us ; our business, 
as Archflsologists, is not with the living, but with the dead; 
otherwise we might dweU proudly on the successful course of 

^ On the dignity and ftu^ority of the * Coromr * in ancient times, see 
' Coke upon Littleton ' ii. 31. By the old law he was required to be *' a 
kfiight, honest, loyall, and sags," The faot of William de AulA having 
held this high office was not known to me at the time when, the section ol 
this paper on the Parish Oharoh was passing through the press, or I 
should certainly have inclined to the conjecture that the recessed tomb 
on the South side of the Chancel was his. (See aboTe p. 106.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



186 Bradford-vpon-Avcn. [OldFamiUeidWorthiet. 

that distingaiBhed natiye of Br&dford-on-Avon, Her Majesty's 
late Attorney-General, Sir Bichard Bethel, in whose high 
position his fellow-townsmen recognize, no less the acknow- 
ledgment of eminent talents, than the reward of untiring 
perseverance. Were we, indeed, to diverge into such an 
extensive plan and give an account of all those of note or 
importance who have held possessions here, or of those who, 
from the marriage of some Bradford heiress, have gained no 
insignificant addition to the wealth, perhaps the dignity, of 
their family, we might give as long and proud a list as any of 
our neighbours. No doubt, in early times, the Crown itself 
retained in its own hands some of the property here, as the 
names of * King's field,' and *Beveland,' (both so often met 
with in old deeds, and the former still remaining,) seem to 
imply : in fact ' Beve-land ' was a common term for land held 
in virtue of the office of ' Beeve '^ or Bailiff, under the King. 
To the royal possessions here we may have owed the honor of 
King John's visit in 1216: for, with few exceptions, that King, 
in his progresses, always stopped at places where he had an 
interest, as either a castle, a royal manor, or some religious 
house, in order that he might consume the provisions due to 
him, in lieu of rent.^ And many noble families have been 
connected, directly or indirectly, with Bradford-on-Avon. 
Amongst our Lords of the Manor, we can reckon an ** Earl of 
Wiltshire," whose devotion to the cause of his King and 
master, Charles I., in his gallant defence of Basing House 
against the Parliamentarian forces, is matter of history, and 
forms " one of the most eventful episodes of the Civil War."^ 



^ From an ezunination of old deedi, » toUrftble ooiiJ€otar« may be 
foniidd that the building desoribed as 'Th§ Catch * (p. 56 n.) wm sdjoining 
the land called * lUve-land,* If so, it lends colour to an ingenious 
supposition kindly forwarded to me by a <' Reader of the Magaiine in 
Yorkshire,'* that " the premises caUed < the Catch * may have been so 
designated from having been used as the * Cagiat* i.e., the oage, or look- 
up ; or as the residence of the * Cachepolus,* Bailiil, or *CatchpoU*oi the 
place." 

* ArchsBologia zzii, 126. 
• Wiltshire ICagaiine It, 29. 
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The noble families of < Shaftesbury '^ and ' Leicester '^ have 
both of them in times gone by been associated with our town ; 
the former, as a descendant of a daughter of John Basset, a 
name most frequent in deeds of the latter part of the thirteenth 
century; the latter, as a landowner by special grant from 
Queen Elizabeth. The second Duke of Kingston filled, for 
some little time, a very prominent position in our town, and 
was the representative, through a female branch, as his 
descendant Lord Manvers is at the present time, of the 'Hall' 
family. The titles of Methuen and Broughton, successively 
connected with the Lordship of the Manor, are those which 
seem more especially to belong to us. Begarding the latter as 
the representative of the ' Cam ' family, one of the co-heiresses 
of which married the late Sir Benjamin Hobhouse, Bart., we 
have, in the two noble lords who bear these titles, the 
memorial, to us at least, of that untiring energy and brave 
spirit of commercial enterprise which raised our town to such 
a height of prosperity during the eighteenth century. 

We proceed to give a few details of some of the principal 
families that from time to time have lived in Bradford-on-Avon. 
With reference to one of them, viz., the 'Horton family,' we 
have in previous pages already more than once given informa- 
tion, and this it is not worth while to repeat. They belonged 
to other parishes no less than to our own, and a full account 
of them is furnished in [Mr, Wilkvns(m's\ paper on Broughton 



^ In Haiohins' Donet ii, 216. we havo following, as the beginning of 
Loxd Shaftesbury's pedigree. 

Benediot AiUeyof ABhlnrPlMe * Co. WUt8.» 
lived temp. Oen. IL. IQ.. and Bdw. I. | 

Henry Ashley i. and b. Bdw. I. and II. 

John Ashley of New«B Jkutghter of John Bauet 

Samm. Edw. m. I of Bradford. 

John Ashley.Bdith d. and h. of John 
B. and h. | Talbot of Trowbridge. 
Bich.m. I 

C* Note, Thi» eon Juurdly haioe been ABhl&y, near MdlmeBlmry, which vhu in other 
hand*. Perhape it wm Atihley in Bradford parieh.} 

« Qneea Elisabeth (19 July 1674) granted by Letters Patent to Bobert 
Dudley, Earl of Leioester, certain messuages and lands at Lye, part of the 
Uaaor of Bradford :— on these lands stands Mr. Bradney's house. 
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Gifford, in [Volume V of the Wiltshire Archaologiedl and 
Natural History] Magazine (pp. 312-324). We propose to 
add to onr sketoh of Bradford families, an acoonnt of one or 
two ' Worthies/ whose names would not otherwise occur. 

Thh <' Ukul " Family. 

This is the oldest family connected with Bradford-on-Avon 
of which we have anything like a detailed account. Allusion 
has been already frequently made to various members of it, 
and, in an early number of the Wiltshire Magazine, in a paper 
by Canon Jackson, on 'Kingston House,' a mansion built 
most probably by John Hall, the head of the family at the 
end of the sixteenth or beginning of the seventeenth century, 
much information is supplied on this subject. All that we 
need attempt, therefore, is a brief summary of their history, 
adding what supplemental matter we have been able to glean 
from subsequent research. 

The earliest deed that has yet been met with, relating to the 
* Hall ' family, is one which bears date in the reign of Henry 
III. (see p. 34). Its contents imply, that, for some time 
previously to that period, the family had belonged to the class 
of wealthy gentry. 

The Herald's Visitations carry back the pedigree only to 
Thomas '' Halle " or ** Be la Sale " who lived at the close of 
the fourteenth century, t More than a hundred years, 
however, before that time, the Abbess of Shaftesbury, as Lady 
of the Manor, had exacted her rights of wardship and marriage 
from the representatives of Beginald de Aul&. ' Thomas ' the 
first-named in the ordinary pedigrees, was the great-grandson 
of 'Beginald,' and married, about the year 1390, Alice, 
daughter and, by the death of her brother Peter, sole heir of 
'Thomas Atte-Forde,' (afterwards written ' Atford') from 
whom, no doubt, he obtained the property which is still called 

[t Not$. But in the Hundnd BolU, (about 1280), Reginald cU AulA and 
Adam da Moksiham appear ae Jurors for the Hundred of Melkeham, not 
Mng given separately ; and the name of Thomas at HaUe, of Bradford, 
appears as witnessing a deed, now at Laeoek Abbey, and dated 1920. The 
same name ooowts im, deeds dated 1357 and 1861.] 
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Ford Farm, and whioh evidently famished a surname to its 
previous owner. The same Alice was also, through her 
mother, the ultimate heiress of Nicholas Langridge, described 
as of 'Bradford.* If a conjecture may be formed from the 
pedigree, especially the account given of it in one of the 
Harleian manuscripts,^ in which we have the various family 
connexions related narratively, it would seem that some share 
of the property originally belonging to Peter Lyttleton 
'described as living ''next Blandford," and whose date n^ust 
^e certainly before the commencement of the ^thirteenth 
century,) must have come to Alice At-ford, and augmented the 
goodly portion which she brought to the ' Hall ' family. 

There is still to be seen, carved in oak, over the chimney- 
piece of a panelled room at the Hall, a shield bearing several 
quarterings which seem to record the various early alliances 
made by members of the Hall family. An engraving 
of this shield has been given in the Wiltshire Society's 
Magazine (i. 268.) Amongst the quarterings to which without 
difficulty a name can be assigned are those of ' Atford ' and 
* Besil.* Of two, however, — the one, ' A bend between three 
' opards ' (or lions') heads erased,* the other, ' An eagle sable, 
^ eying on a fish azure,' — it is not easy to give an accurate 
account. Much of very early heraldry is traditional, and 
though, in books of authority, we find no such coats given to 
the names of ' Langridge ' or ' Littleton,' it is not impossible 
that these may have originally belonged to them. This 
however is simple conjecture, for as the shield contains the 
coat of Besill, it may also include that of the mother of 
Nicholas Hall who married Margaret Besill, of whose name 

* 1 family as yet we are ignorant. 

In the Harl. MS. No. 868 we hare this account of the earliest alliances 
>e HaU iamily.— "Thomas HaUe, of Bradefora in the Oounty of WilUs, 

Ef. aire, married Alice, sister and heire of Peter Atford, and heire to 

lias at Forde, next Bradefoid, and of Edith his wyfe, daughter and 

• of Roger .... and Ales his wyfe, daughter of Nicholas Langridge, 

)landford, which Roger, was son to Roger .... and Joan his wyfe, 

^ughter to Thomas Lyttleton, next Blandford, sonne and heire of Peter 

Lyttieton." 
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Alioe Hall survived her.huBbuid and died in the year 1496. 

By the failure of issue to her eldest son Beginald, who, as we 
have seen (p. 41), endowed a '' chaplain to serve at the altar 
at St. Nicholas " in the Parish Church, the representation of 
the family devolved on her second son Thomas, who was 
thirty years old at the time of his mother's decease. Nicholas, 
the son of the last-named Thomas Hall, further increased the 
wealth of the family by marrying Margaret one of the 
daughters and co-heiresses of William Besill of Bradford; the 
other co-heiress, Oecilia, marrying Anthony Sogers, the 
founder of another family in this town, of which we shall 
presently give an account. Three generations pass away, 
during which alliances were made with the families of Bower 
of Wilton,— Tropnell of Ohaldfield,— and Mervyn of Ponthill, 
— and we find the representative of the family, John Hall, 
described as ' of Forde,' marrying, about the middle of the 
sixteenth century, Dorothy only daughter and heiress of 
Anthony Sogers, the last male representative of the elder 
branch of that family in Bradford-on-Avon, and thus acquiring 
the other moiety of the Besill estate, together with her own 
patrimony, part of which seems to have lain at Holt. 

One of the members of this family, to which a passing 
reference has just been made, Thomas Hall, who married 
Alice Bower, seems to have got himself into trouble on one 
occasion, by something like what is now called " contempt of 
Oourt." Summoaed before the King's Justices with reference 
to a debt of £100 owing to Sir John TurberviUe, Et. he did 
not make his appearance; the penalty of 'outlawry' soon 
followed. He subsequently surrendered himself to justice, and 
for a time was an inmate of the Meet prison. Amongst the 
deeds and other documents found at the Hall a few years 
ago, during the progress of repairs, was one, dated 18 
Henry VII., which contains a " Boyal Pardon and Bevocation 
of Outlawry for Thomas Hall, lately of Bradford, Co. Wilts, 
Gentleman, now in the Meet Prison." It does not appear 
from the document that the debt was paid at the time of his 
release from durance vile; the condition of his liberation 
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being that he should appear in Oourt '<if the said John 
[Tnrberyille] should desire to speak with him touching the debt 
aboye mentioned." 

Of the others just alluded to, either 'William Hall,' who 
married Elizabeth Tropnell, of Ohaldfield, or ' Thomas Hall/ 
who married Eliza Mervyn, of FonthiU, was probably the 
builder of the Chantry Chapel, of which, in our account of the 
Parish Church, we have already taken notice, and which, now 
for many years, has been usually termed, — "The Kingston 
Aisle." [Thomas executed a bond to John Dauntsey, the date 
of which is interesting reading — ** in the fifth and sixth years of 
King Philip and Mary^ by the Qrace of Ood King and Queen of 
England, the Spains, France, both Sicilies, Jerusalem a/nd 
Ireland, Defenders of the Faith, Archdukes of Austria, Dukes of 
Bwrgundy and Brabant, Counts of Hapsbwry, Flaunders and 
Tyrol."] 

The second son of the John Hall that married Dorothy 
Sogers, bore the same christian name as his father, and 
succeeded, by the decease, it is presumed, of his elder brother 
Thomas, at the close of the siztenth century to the representa- 
tion of the family. He married Elizabeth, daughter of Henry 
Brune of Athelhampton, Co. Dorset, and was probably the 
builder of the large and beautiful mansion,^4escribed, by 
Aubrey, as "the best built house for the quality of a gentleman 
in Wilts," — which, since the days of Evelyn Pierrepont, has 
commonly been termed the " Duke's House " or " Kingston 
House."i- An older house probably stood previously on much 
the same site, which Leland mentions as having seen when he 
visited Bradford (c. 1540) and describes as "a pratie stone 
house at the este ende of the toune on the right bank of Avon." 
A full account of the present house has been given in the pages 
of the Wiltshire Society's Magazine (vol. i. pp. 265, Ac.) and 
many of its details have been described and illustrated by Mr. 

[t Note, This is incorrect. There is no evidence of its having been 
officially styled Kingston House, In the con/veyancee from Lord Manvere to 
Mr, Divett, and again to Mr, MouUon, it is called ** The Qreat House ** or 
" The Duke's House,'*] ^ j 
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0. J. Biohardson in his '< ObserrationB on the Arohiteoture of 
England daring the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and King 
James I." and by Mr. G. Vivian in a volume of " lUustrations 
of Glaverton and the Duke's House." Within the last few 
years the house, having fallen into a sadly dilapidated 
condition, has been, to a great extent, rebuilt by the present 
proprietor, Mr. Stephen Moulton, with so faithful an adherence 
to its original plan, as enables us, whilst we acknowledge the 
sound judgment and correct taste of its restorer, to appreciate 
fully the intentions of its first designer.^ 

Sm Thomas Hall, Knt. son of the last-named John Hall, 
married Catharine daughter of Sir Edward Seymour, Bart., 
great-grandson of the Protector Somerset. Faithful to the 
cause of his King and master, Charles I., Sir Thomas was, 
with many other Wiltshire gentlemen, compelled when the 
Parliament triumphed to compound for his estates, and was, 
in 1649, fined £660.^ (See p. 53). He lived to see the ultimate 
success of the cause for which he suffered. The old Boyalist 
died in 1663, at the advanced age of eighty-one years. 

His son, — John Hall, — the last male representative of his 
family, was an active magistrate in this town and neighbour- 
hood. His name, together with that of his brother-in-law 
Thomas Thynne, — called, from his presumed wealth, " Tom of 
Ten Thousand,"— occurs very frequently in legal and other 
documents of his period. \He was executar to that singular 
example of the fickeness of fortune, and is said by Britton to 
ha/ve erected the monument to him in Westminster Abbey at his 
own cost and expense.] His wife was Elizabeth, second 
daughter of Sir Thomas Thynne, of Longleat, the ancestor of 
the noble family of ' Bath.' He seems to have added largely 
to his patrimony by the purchase of other estates. From Sir 
Edward Hungerford, of Farleigh Castle, he bought, in 1665, 
the Storridge Pastures, part of the Brooke House estate, near 
Westbury; and from Sir John Hanham (who had become 

\} See ariicU on the HM ffor many years hnoton om Kingston House) 
printed as appendix to this volume,] 

s Wiltshire AzohsBological Magazine iv. 150. 
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po8M886d of it in right of his wife, a daughter of Sir William 
Byre) he purchased the Manor and Advowson of Great 
Chaldfield. He seems to hare exercised the right of presenta- 
tion to the last named liying m 1678,^1689,— and 1707. 

Towards the elose of his life, John Hall built the Alms- 
houses for four old men, of which we have spoken in an 
account of the ' Charities of Bradford-on-Avon.* In front of 
them, cut in stone, are still to be seen the arms and crest of 
' Hall/ Underneath the shield is the date ' a.d. 1700 ' and the 
inscription < Deo tt pa/upmbus,' 

He was the last of his family, and died in 1711. Aocordmg 
to some authorities, he left one daughter, Elizabeth, who 
became the wife of Thomas Baynton, Esq., of Ohaldfield. The 
issue of that marriage, Bachel, was the inheritor of John Hall's 
large estates. Walker, in his history of Great Ohaldfield 
gives, on the authority of an old manuscript, a somewhat 
different account, and represents < Bachel Baynton ' as having 
a yet stronger claim to be the inheritor of the ' Hall' property,^ 
A very careful search amongst all documents, to which access 
could be gained, likely to throw any light on the mattm*, has 
discovered no entry that accounts for a daughter, Elizabeth, 
bom to John Hall, or for the marriage of Thomas Baynton 
with such daughter. Even on the presumption that John Hall 
died without issue at all, Bachael, baptized at Ohaldfield in 
April 1606 as ''the daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth 
Baynton," would have some claims upon him, no less than 
< William Pearoe,' whom, in default of her having male issue, 
he appointed to be the next inheritor. * Bachel Baynton ' was, 

& Th« following ezixftot li udd to be taken from a MS. in the posaenion 
(in 1887) of Mr. Waldion of Idpiat, and which was itMlf extracted from 
•n old Tcllom MS. which is now loet, but was at Monke in the jear 1744. 

—•'Sir William Eyre of Ohaldfield had two soni, 

Bobert and Henry. To Robert he gave Little Ohaldfield, lately lold to 
Mr. Baynton, who left it to hie youngest son, Thomas Baynton ; and Mr. 
Thomas Baynton's wife had a daughter by Mr, EaU : he gave her aU his 
estate ; and this lady married the Marquis of Dorchester, and was mother 
to the last Doke of Kingston."— Beferences confirmatory of the same fact 
are given, in a note to Walker's Ohaldfield (p. 8.), to DugdaiiB's JDnglUh 
Pimiffi Vol. ii. p.p. 18, 19, and Boaxs's EwHnct and Dormami Pmrage^ 
p. 490. 
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in fftot, throngh his wife, his great-meee;^*7fTi]iBm Pearoe' 
was, through his sister, his great-^n^hew. Supposing there 
were no nearer relationship, there was nothing improbable, or, 
we may add, unjust, in John Hall's thus leaving his large 
estates to Bachel Baynton. 

The young and rich heiress married William Pierrepont, 
Esq.,^ who bore the courtesy title of Lord Kingston, only son 
and heir of Evelyn Pierrepont, then Marquis of Dorchester, 
afterwards first Duke of Kingston. A brief space only of 
married happiness was granted to her; for before she had 
completed her nineteenth year she was a widow. Two children, 
ft boy and a girl, were the issue of the marriage. Evelyn, 
whilst yet in early youth, succeeded his grandfather asaeoond 
and last Duke of Kingston ; his mother died four years before 
her son came to the proud title. His union, in later life, with 
'Elizabeth Ghudleigh,' better known as the Duchess of 
Kingston, — (though she had no real daim to this designation), 
— the strange life of this eccentric, yet gifted, woman, — her 
subsequent trial and conviction for bigamy, — her closing 
career at St. Petersburgh, — all these have been related by an 
abler pen in the pages of the Wiltshire Society* e Magazine, and 
therefore on these it is needless to dwell. And ' Elizabeth 

^ A f peoial Act of Parliament was obtained for the porpoie of eettling 
John Hall*f estates on William Pierrepont and Bachel Baynton on their 
marriage. In the Act, to the original of which, in its engrossed form, in 
the Library of the House of Xjordi reference has been made, there is no 
mention of any relationship between John Hall and Bachel Baynton. The 
Act was obtained with difficulty in consequence of much opposition to it ; 
and matters were the more complicated by the death of John HaU during 
its progress through the Commons. A petition was presented by William 
Coward, Esq., who, in default of UdiUnuUe issue was the next of kin to 
John HaU, setting forth that "the BiU, in case it should pass, would 
grioUy pr^udice the PeUHoner and praying to be heard by counsel against 
it." The BiU however passed with several amendments, and received the 
Boyal assent 16th May, 1711. A rider was added to the Bill to the follow- 
ing effect :— " Provided that nothing in this Act shall be deemed, taken, or 
construed, to be any allowance of, or any ways to approve or eonfi^rm any 
articles, or supposed articles of agreement made, or pretended to be made, or 
agreed upon, by or between the said Lord Marquis of Dorchester, and the 
said John Hall, deceased, concerning the nuurriage of the said Mrs- 
Baynton with the said William Pierrepont, Esq., commonly called Lord 
Kingston, dso" 
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Ohndleigb' is, after all, hardly to be reckoned among the 
' Worthies ' of Bradford-on-Avon. Under the will of the last 
Dnke of Kingston, howeyer, she inherited all his personal 
property, and had seenred to her a life interest in all his real 
estato. On her death, the latter passed to Frances, the other 
child of Baohel Pierrepont, who had married Philip, eldest son 
of Sir Philip Meadows, Deputy Banger of Biohmond Park. 
Their son, Oharles Meadows, who assumed by sign-manual 
the surname and arms of Pierrepont, was created Earl 
Manvers in 1806. On his decease in 1816, his son, who 
succeeded to the title as second Earl Manyers, inherited the 
property, and was the representatiye of the * Halls ' of 
Bradford-on-Ayon. 

Thb 'Bogbbs' Familt. 

The 'ancient and knightly house' of Bogers, from which 
sprung many well-esteemed though untitled families, were 
seated from an early period at Brianstone, Dorset, now the 
residence of Lord Portman. In the early part of the fifteenth 
century they settled in Gloucestorshire, where they still haye 
their representatiye in the Bogers family at Dowdeswell. 
Towards the close of the same century we find a < Thomas 
BooBBS ' at Bradford-on-Ayon, designated a Serjeant-at-Law 
(servient ad legrnn) a dignity of much greater relatiye import- 
ance, and much more rarely conferred, in olden times than 
now.^ A marriage with Oecilia, daughter and co-heiress of 
William Besill — (the other daughter and co-heiress, Margaret, 
we haye already spoken of, as the wife of Nicholas Hall) — 
brought the learned * counsellor ' to our town, and here, or in 
the neighbourhood, his descendants remained for many years 
'afterwards, as residents and landed proprietors. 

We find the son of our ' Serjeant-at-Law,' ' William ' by 

^ Thore were very few advuioed in olden limes to ibe dignity of the eoi/, 
St tbe degree of * Berjeant-at-Law ' was designated. Even as late ae the 
time of Bdward VI., Serjeant Benloe wrote himBelf *sohu ssrviem ad 
Ugemf* there being for lome time none bat himself. See * ^aoob's Law 
Dictionary,' onder * Seijeant.' 
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name, adding to his patrimony by a marriage with 'Joan' 
daughter of John Horton, styled in one pedigree ' Johannes de 
Ifford/^ but more commonly designated as < of Lullington, Co. 
Somerset/ We may perhaps draw an inference from this 
fact, that the Horton family came as residents into our 
neighbourhood at a somewhat earlier period than is generally 
thought.' 

From Anthony, the eUlMt son of the last-named William 
Sogers, descended only two generations when Dorothy his 
grand-daughter and the ultimate heiress of the eldest branch 
of the family, by a marriage with John Hall, of Bradford-on- 
Atou, took into that family, the whole, not only of the Bogers, 
but also of the Besill estate, a moiety of the latter haying 
come to the ' Halls ' about 160 years before, in the way we 
have already indicated. The property thus acquired seems to 
have lain at Bradford, Gomberwell, and at Holt, many of the 
deeds, still preserved at Kingston House,' having reference to 
lands and houses at these several places. From these 
documents we also infer that the Lordship of the Manor of 
Holt belonged to some members of the B<^ers family. 

From Henry, a second son of William Bogers by Joan 
Horton (whose son, by the way, married a daughter of Thomas 
Hall, of Bradford) descends a family that settled at Hedding- 
ton, and afterwards at Bainscombe. Of this branch of the 
'Bogers' family, F. J. Newman Bogers, Esq., of Bainscombe, 
near Marlborough, w<u the representative, [and F. E, Netofnan 
BogerSy of the same place, is the present one.] 

^Harl. MS., lUl.p. 141. 
•The fizst of the * Horton' family th*t is deioribed in their own pedigree 
as of * Weitwood/ or ' Iford,' (the latter if a small hamlet in the former 
pariah) if the grandson of * John ' of Lullington. In the will however of 
'Thomas,' the ton of John of Lnllington, he is desoribed as 'of Iford* 
where, or at Westwood, he died, 1680. The direction, in his will, that he 
ghonld ** be buried with hU feUher in the aisle of our Lady on the north 
tide of Bradford Ohurch " seems to imply that the family may have been 
residents for some time previously in our town or neighbourhood. See 
above in ths account of Horton^s Chantry, By the way, in the Horton 
pedigree, the husband of * Joan Horton ' is called ' Anthony Rogers.' His 
name, most authorities tell us, was * WiUiam.* 

* Wilts Archaeological Magaane, L 390. 
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Thomab Bogebb, the ' Serjeant-at-Law,' the founder of the 
Bradford-on-Avon branch of his family, married, on the death 
of Cecilia Besill his first wife, Catharine, daughter of Philip 
Courtenay of Powderham, Devon, and relict of Sir Thomas 
Pomeroy, knight. By this second wife he had two sons, each 
of whom left descendants, several of whom rose to distinction 
and kept up the 'knightly' character of their house. The 
yotmger son, * John,' of Sutton Valence, — called in one manu- 
script 'Thomas* of Kent, — ^had, as the pedigree shews, 
representatives in that county for many generations, and, 
amongst them, one at least attained the honor of knighthhood. 
The eldeTf George Bogers of Luppit, Devon, had a son, Sir 
Edward, of Cannington, who rose to be a member of the Privy 
Council, and Comptroller of the Household to Queen Elizabeth. 
Possibly it may have been he who built the large house in 
Pippet street, of which mention has been made (p. 58) 
described by Aubrey as " a faire old built house of the family 
of Bogers, of Cannington,'* and the older parts of which (for it 
has been very much altered in the comrse of successive years) 
seem to be of the date of the reign of Queen Elizabeth.f I 
have seen a deed, however, in which it is recited that, in the 
year 1657, Henry Bogers, of Cannington, whose place in the 
pedigree we are not able to give with accuracy, leased a housed 
in what is now called the Shambles, to 'John Horton' of 
< The Devizes.' 

This line of the * Bogers ' family, which continued for six or 
seven generations, during which it numbered several knights 
amongst its members, terminated in Helena, daughter of Hugh 
Bogers, who was married to Sir Francis Popham of Littlecote, 
created a Ejiight of the Bath at the coronation of Charles II. 
The issue of this marriage was an only son, Alexander, who, 
on the decease of his father in 1674, became the representative 



[f Someportiom of the hou»$ are pretty certainly of older date than ia 
here eet down. By tradUion the building ofitie attributed to the Serjeant- 
at-Law ; and I think thie ie probable. It toae tony oumed and occupied by 
the Methuen/amUyJ] 

^ The houit is the one which was ooenpied by ICr. W. ^yl^i J^ 
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of the PophamB of Littleoote and alio of the family of 'Bogera/ 
of Oaxmington.^ 

Thb 'Tbbbttbt' Familt. 

This is the only family, with a pedigree recorded in the 
Herald's Visitation of 1623| whose direct male descendants 
still continue resident in Bradford-on-Avon. The sadden 
decease of its gallant and worthy representatiye almost whilst 
these sheets are passing through the press, gires an additional 
interest to the account we are about to lay before our readers, 
a portion of the materials having been kindly furnished by 
himself to the writer of this sketch. 

The earliest member of the Terbury family mentioned in the 
Visitations is 'Lattbbncb Ybbbbbib,' described as of 
Batcombe, Somerset, who was settled there, about the middle 
of the fifteenth century. (Connexions by marriage with some 
of the leading families of Wiltshire brought them soon 
afterwards into this county, where they applied their energies 
to the wool-trade, from which at that time the greater part of 
the wealth of the country was derived. Either as 'Wool 
Staplers ' or * Clothiers,' (dealers, that is, in wool, either in the 
raw or the manufactured state,) they traded and prospered in 
our neighbourhood from the commencement of the sixteenth 
century. 



^ Then is soma diffionlty in reoonoiling tha woioiu authoritiss In their 
staiementt (Mmoeming the pedigree of Rogers. Aubrey givei, under 
' Headington,' a pedigree, in whioh ii Inoladed a memorandum, said to be 
from the Herald'f oollege, from which it would appear that * George 
Bogera, of Luppit ' was a brother instead of a $on of Thomas, the Serjeant- 
at-Law. I have tried to reooncile the various statements, bat have been 
nnable. The pedigree I have compiled is that whioh certainly has the 
greater weight of authorities in its favour, and I haTe added the sonroes 
of information, in doubtful oases, on whioh I have relied. Oanon Jaokson 
tells me, that the pedigree in Aubrey's MS., is on a separate leaf and not 
in Aubrey's own hand-writing. He says, moreover,— " Three of the 
Bogers family were sucoessiTely Beotors of Headington (Wilts Inst. 1006, 
— 1670— «nd 1724) and it Is most likely that Aubrey received the pedigree 
from * Henry Bogers,' Beotor from 1670—1724, who also held the linngs 
of Leigh Delamere, and Yatesbory." ^ , 
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The first member of the family known to have settled in our 
yioinitj was * Thomas Tebbbbib ' described as of Trowbridge, 
who married Alice, daughter of Thomas Horton, of Westwood. 
The last is a name frequently mentioned in our pages, and one 
which our readers will almost have learnt to regard as a 
synonyms for worldly wealth. Connexions also, as the 
pedigree shews, were formed about the same time with the 
' Longs ' of Trowbridge, and of Whaddon, a family that every 
year was increasing in property and station. With such 
advantages, it is not wonderful that 'Thomas Terberie' of 
Trowbridge prospered, and was able, at his decease, to 
bequeath a goodly portion to each of his children. 

He left behind him three sons, — John, according to the best 
authorities, the eldest, and the first that settled at Bradford- 
on-Avon; — ^WiIiLiabc, who remained at Trowbridge: — and 
Thomas, described as of Frome, and several of whose 
descendants are buried in Laverton Ghurch, near Frome, 
where there are monumental tablets to their memory. 

The two first-named — John and William, belong more 
immediately to this memoir. The family spread itself in 
course of years into other parts of Wilts, — to Oonock,^ to 
Lavington, to Goulston, &c., but our present enquiry extends 
only to those who came here or into our immediate neighbour- 
hood. And as we are able to bring down a direct descent in 
the Bradford-on-Avon line to the present time, it will be more 
convenient to dispose first, of the second or Trowbridge 
branch. 

William Tbbbuby of Trowbridge married his first cousin 
Anne, daughter of Henry Long of Whaddon. They became 
the ancestors of several men of mark. The characteristic of 
this family seems to have been, a steady and unswerving 
fidelity to their King. Amidst all the troubles of his troubled 
reign they were true to the fortunes of Charles I. They were 

^The astat« of <Giflord Yerbury' at Oonook oame to the 'Warriner* 
lunilj. At a lale of the effects of the last owner no very long time ago 
Mr. EU^, of DoTises, bought an oak ohair having tho ojpher G. Y. and a 
MaztthaaVs mark earred on tha back, with the date 1G24. 
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Btauneh, nnoompromiimg BoyaUsto ; no peril dAtened them 
from avowing, no hope of gain induoed them to renounce their 
principles. 

Amongst those who 'lent money to the King's Majesty' 
(James I.) in the year 1611, is the name of Edwabd Yesbxtbt,^ 
(the son of WiUiam and Anne,) though the Gommissioners 
appointed to ' note the names of such pereons as were thought 
fit to lend such money' had not included his in their lists. 
The same Edward acted afterwards as Commissioner for King 
Oharles I. For this, when the Parliament triumphed, he had 
to compound for his estates and to pay a fine of £160. (See 
p. 63).' Thorn an inscription on a monument in Trowbridge 
Ohureh,8 erected to his memory by Edward Terbury, his 
grandson, we learn that he was obliged afterwards to flee from 
Trowbridge. The reason of his compulsory retirement may 
be understood from the following extra^; — "1 May 1647. 
" An order arises from (Goldsmiths' Hall directing the renmoed 
sequestrcUian of Edward Yerbury, Esq., by the Wilts 
Oommittee, unless vrithin ten days he produced a certificate 
from London explanatory of his conduct: his ofiFence being, 
that, after the settlement ot his fine, he neglected to sue otU his 
pardon under the Great Seal." He retired to Plymouth as a 
hiding-place, and there, as an exile, he died, and found his 
last earthly home, a few months only before his royal master 
suffered at Whitehall. 

Eleven children, five daughters and six sons, were born to 
him, most of whom suryived him. From one of the former, 
Eleanor, married to Dr. Alworth, Ohancellor to the Bishop of 
Oxford, descends, materially, the family, of Merewether, well 
known and highly esteemed in Wiltshire. Seyeral of the 
former, loyal sons of a loyal father, shewed like him their 

> WiUi AKohadogiosl Magaiine, It. 160. 

• WUto AxohflBologioal Ifaguina, U. 188. 

> Ths words on the Monomeat, which is now fixed on the south lide ot 

the tower in Trowbridge Ohnrch, are st foUowi ; — *' M. 8., Tenerabilie riri 

Edyardi Yerbury, Annig. qui, flikgzftnte nuper oiTiU \Mo,profid$ Carolo 

Uafrtfffi prasUia^ Loire pro/ugttSt Flimuthi ohiit; iUque doiuitotlam 

iBTOlit/* 
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devotion to ihoir King. More than one of them n>Be to 
positions of inflnenoe and dignity. Edwabd Tbbbubt, the 
eldest son, was Seoretary to Lord Seymour, brother of the 
Marqnis of Hertford, and acted in this capacity, it is believed, 
during the sittings at the treaty at Uzbridge. A few years 
afterwards, together with his brother William, and others, 
whose names, — Wallis, — LoTell, — Long, — Sydenham,— indi- 
cate a family connection, he joined in the attempt commonly 
known as the ' Penmddock rising ' the object of which was 
the overthrow of Cromwell's goyemmeni Its result, as is 
well known, was most disastrous to many concerned in it, 
though the Terburys, somehow or other, contrived to escape. 
The ring-leaders were taken^^prisoners ; Penruddock and Orove 
were beheaded at Exeter; several>thers su£Fered at Salisbury; 
some were sold for slaves in Barbadoes. 

We find another of the sons of Edward Yerbury the elder, 
Johh, by name, in the list of Boyalists, on whom, in 1643, the 
Commissioners appointed by the Parliament, levied fines for 
the privilege of holding their estates. It was his son Edwabd, 
a Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford, (successor in that 
position to an uncle of whom we must speak more fully,) that 
erected the monument in Trowbridge Church to which we 
have alluded. No doubt to his pen we owe the correct and 
elegant Latin Inscription, which records the decease of his 
grandfather, — ^his father, — and his unde Edward Yerbury. 

The most distinguished, however, of the sons of Edward 
Yerbury the elder, (at least for his attainments,) was Hbmbt, 
who was for many years a Fellow of Magdalen College, 
Oxford.^ Like his father and brothers, he too, was a staunch 
Boyalist, and, in due time, reaped the consequences of his 
principles. When the Parliamentary Commissioners visited 
Oxford, he was ejected by them from his Fellowship. After 
his expulsion he travelled to the South of Europe, and settling 
at Padua took the degree of Doctor of Physic at the Univer- 
sity there established. Whilst there he seems to have acted 

« Wood's Ath«i:OxMi:LliiLlxziitt. Vtati. ii. SIT, 806. 
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as tutor to Thomas and Henry Howard, sucoessiydly Dukes of 
Norfolk,^ the former of whom died unmarried at Padua in 
1677. On the Restoration in 1660, Dr. Henry Terbury 
recovered his Fellowship, and followed up at Oxford those 
tastes for natural science which he had cultivated in Italy. 
He became a pupil of the noted Peter Bthael, a chemist and 
Bosicrusian of Strasburg, who had settled in Oxford in the 
year 1659, brought thither by the Hon. Bobert Boyle. 
Amongst those, besides Dr. Henry Terbury, who attended the 
classes of this foreign, and, at the time, highly-esteemed 
lecturer, were several whose names are very familiar to us. 
They were,— Sir Ohristopher Wren,— Nathaniel Grew, after- 
wards Bishop of Durham,— Dr. Balph Bathurst, afterwards 
President of Trinity and Dean of Wells'-^-and Sir Thomas 
Millington, of All-Souls' College.^ 

Shordy after this time, Dr. Henry Terbury became involved 
in disputes with the President of his OoUege* in consequence 
of which he seems once more to have been removed from his 
Fellowship. Dr. Pierce, (a son of John Pierce,^ a wealthy 
alderman and draper of Devisses,) who, with Henry Terbury, 
had been ejected from a Fellowship at Magdalen College by 
the Parliamentary Commissioners, was, on the Bestoration, 
raised to the high and coveted post of President. His 
domineering spirit caused much dissatisfaction in the College, 
and this at last led to an open rupture between himself and 
the other members of the Society. The President resolved at 

tOoillim*! Difplay ot HenJdry, p. 180. It may be obflervad, that 
Ckiillim, in deaoilbing the snnoriil bauings of Dr. Heniy Yerbuiy, mekei 
them differ tomewhKt (eo far, that if, at imcHiriB are oonoemed,) from 
thoM anignad by the authoritiea to Yerbory of Trowbridge, which we 
have prioUd at th« head of the pedigree. He gives them thus,—" Party 
per lees Or amd table a lion rampant wimUrchcmgtd,^* 
• Wood'i Athen : Ozon : iv. 804. 

s John Pearoe, or Pien, the * wealthy alderman and draper of Devises ' 
was a great Boyaliit, and was in 1649 fined to the extent of £426 by the 
Parliamentary Oommissioners. In a poem oaUed * Oaroloiades * by Edward . 
Howard, son of the Barl of Berkshire, he is described as <* the trusty 
townsman," who disooyered to the Lord Hopton a magazine of powder 
oonoealed on his own premises, and thus recruited, at a moment of 
jeopardy, the eihanited emmuiillion of the Boyalists. ^ , 
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lengih on the extreme step of dedftring Dr. Henry Terbnry 
expelled from his FeUowship. The eiroomstftnoes were 
eingnlarly unlike those under which he was before ejected; 
for now a determmed Boyalist was expelled by one who was 
as stout and uncompromising a Boyalist as himself. A paper 
war speedily followed this act of the President. One 
pamphlet, especially caustic in its tone, entitled, " Dr. Pierce, 
his preaching confuted by his practice/' led to the expulsion 
of its author, < John Dobson,' from the Uniyersity. Peace 
was not restored till the resignation, in 1672, of the litigious 
President. Three years after his retirement from Magdalen, 
Dr. Pierce was appointed Dean of Sarum, where his conten- 
tious temper again displayed itself in a smart controyersy with 
the Bishop, Dr. Beth Ward, on the right of bestowing the 
Prebends of the Oathedral; a controyersy, which, though it 
was determined in the Bishop's fayour, is said neyertheless to 
haye embittered the dosing days of his life. 

Dr. Henry Terbnry, we presume, regained his Fellowship on 
the retirement of Dr. Piesce, for he died at Oxford in the year 
1686, and was buried in the chapel of Magdalen College. He 
must haye been highly esteemed in the Uniyersity, for in the 
year 1679 he was one of the candidates proposed for its 
representation in Parliament. He yoluntarily retired, before 
the contest, began, in fayor of Heneage Finch, then Solicitor 
General, afterwards created Earl of Aylesford, who was 
especially recommended by the then OhancellM of the 
Uniyersity. 

Before we leaye the Trowbridge branch of the Terbnry 
family, we must make a passing mention of their generous 
bene£Mtions to the poor of that, as well as of seyeral of the 
neighbottring parishes. The new Alms-house at Trowbridge 
was erected by the three brothers, WUliam, John and Bichard 
Terbnry. It was subsequently endowed by bequests under 
the wills of two of them. Dr. Henry Yerbury, and his 
nephew Edward, of both of whom mention has been already 
made, augmented its income with their respectiye donations^ 
William Terbury» of Hempstead^ who was, we presume a son 
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of BiohaTd Yexbury, towards the middle of the last oentary, 
oonyeyed to Trasteee a certain portion of land for its endow- 
ment. At tbe time of the visit of the Charity Oommissionersi 
to Trowbridge, about twenty-five years ago, they reported the 
inoome of this Oharity as amounting to £129 IBs. per annum, 
— (representing a principal sum of at least £4000,) — ^the whole 
of it the produce of successive offerings from members of the 
Yerbury family. 

William Terbury, one of the builders of the new Alms-house, 
at Trowbridge, also made provision for the poor of Bradford- 
on-Avon, of Boad, and of Beddngton. In a previous page we 
have spoken of the first of these gifts ; it is now unhappily a 
thing of the past, many years having gone by since it was 
diverted from its original purpose, or distributed in brecul, in 
accordance with the founder's will, amongst the poor of 
Bradford-on-Avon. 

The branch of the Yerbury family that settled in our town, 
if not so famous, were perhaps as useful in their generation as 
their kinsmen of Trowbridge. ' John Ybbbttbt,' the first who 
seems to have lived in Bradford-on-Avon, had four sons, all of 
whom were engaged in commercial or agricultural pursuits. 
< Thomas,' one of these sons, is 1ihe first that is described as a 
' Olothier.' The family which still remains to us and resides 
at Belcomb, an estate that now for some generations has 
belonged to them, descends from ' Walthb,' another of the 
sons of 'John Yerbury.' Each of the brothers married and 
left several children. Few names are more frequently met 
with in early Parochial Begisters or Bate-Books. From the 
beginning of the seventeenth century they began to spread 
themselves in our immediate neighbourhood, and are known 
not only as occupiers, but as owners of land. 

As might naturally be supposed, with respect to such 
members of the family as devoted themselves to the quiet 
pursuits of agricultural, or some kindred, occupation, we know 
but Uttle. Gteneration by generation they seem to have 
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inereasod their store of worldly means and extended their 
possessions. Family tradition speaks of one as the * golden 
Farmer,' in consequence of his reputed wealth. The great 
grandson of "Walter, by name John Yxbbuby, seems to hare 
added to his means and position by a marriage, in 1708, with 
Frances, daughter of Joseph Dayisson of Freshford, whose 
mother was Joanna Bluet, of Holoombe Court, in Devon. 
Of the same family was Colonel Francis Bluet, the Boyalist 
commander, killed at the siege of Lyme in 1644, whilst serving 
under Prince Maurice. 

It was, however, the son of the last named John Yerbury, 
who bore the name, — so frequent in this branch of Iheir family, 
— of Francis, that struck out a new path for himself, and 
reaped fully the reward of his ingenuity. He was educated at 
first for the bar. Having a taste for all kinds of mechanical 
contrivances, he was accustomed, whilst a resident in London, 
to visit the silk manufactories of Bpital Fields. The 'mystery' 
of doth-making was not unknown to him, from his connection 
with Bradford-on-Avon. He conceived the idea, that, by 
introducing into its manufacture some of the plans and 
contrivances adopted in the weaving of silk, cloth might be 
materially improved in quality. What was made here, before 
his time, was thick and coarse in its texture, and had^ 
technically speaking, little or no 'face' on it. He matured 
his plans, and, when ready to carry them into effect, obtained 
for his invention, or, at least, improvement, the protection of a 
Patent,^ The document is still in the possession of the family. 
His enterprise and talent met with an ample reward in a 
large accession to his fortune. The improvements introduced 
by Frauds Terbury, were, in due time, adopted by other 
manufacturers, and led ultimately to results, so far as the 
doth-trade was concerned, at the first but little expected. 

^ In tlw Patent, which is dstad 36th Aug., 6 Geoige HI., it is raoited 
that " Vianoii Ytrbory, after mooh application and manj trials, attended 
with much expenie, about four years ago iuTented and brought to 
perfeotioa a ntw m$thod of making thm $tipwfln§ cloth for th4 nmrnuar 
fioeoii at hom$^ and wortiMr cUmatss abfXMd, and yet notwithstanding the 
thiimcis of its textuze, it is mere durable than doUi of a greater substanoe 
ilathsoemaenway." 
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Of his BOD, JoHH WhiUam Tbbbubt, who» on the death of 
the father in 1778, became the representative of the family 
here, we have a cireamstonce recorded that shews he had 
inherited no little portion of the brave spirit of his kinsmen. 
In a Journal published at the time, (1787), we have the 
following aeoount. " Some 1500 or more weavers from 
Bradford and Trowbridge having compelled their masters to 
acquiesce in certain new regulations [not stated] were so 
flushed with success that they marched in triumph from 
Trowbridge to Bradford, but were repelled at the entrance of 
the latter place by the principal inhabitants. At Belcomb 
Brook they also met with a stout resistance, for Mr. Terbury 
had planted two patereros at his windows, which swept the 
lawn. Supported by many armed friends, he addressed the 
rioters in so able a manner as to induce them to retire without 
causing any disturbance. The military arrived the next day 
and the combination was at an end." 

The son of the last-named John William Terbury, — ^who 
bore the same name as his father, — will be very well remem- 
bered by many who read these pages. A few short months 
only have passed since he was busy amongst us, discharging 
diligently his duties as a magistrate and enjoying the well- 
earned respect of all his fellow townsmen. He too, like his 
grandfather, Francis Terbury, was, in early life, destined for 
the Bar. He entered Trinity College, Cambridge, and in due 
time took his degree, in preparation for what was then his 
destined profession. His inclination, however, lay towards a 
military life ; and, after a time, he obtained a commission in 
the 66th Begiment of Foot. Very shortly afterwards he 
joined the 3rd Light Dragoons, and in that regiment he 
remained until his retirement from the army, with the rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel, a little more than four years ago. 

His period of active service extended over no less iiian 
thirty years. Some friend, evidently well acquainted with his 
military career, thus summed up his services in a well known 
periodical published shortly after his decease.--" Colonel 
Terbury had seen much active service in India: he was 
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thronghoni the ounpaign of 1842 in Aflfghanisian ; was present 
at the forcing of the Ehyber Pass, at the storming of the 
heights, Jugdoluck, the actions of Tezeen, and Hafkostul, 
(where his horse was wounded) the occupation of Cabul, and 
the capture of Istaliff. He commanded his regiment in the 
Punjaub campaign of 1848 and 1849 ; was present at Bum- 
nugger, at the action of Badodapore, and the battles of 
Ohillianwallah and Goojerat. He received a medal for 
Affghanistan, and a medal and two clasps for the latter 
campaign. At Ohillianwallah the fate of the battle hung upon 
the charge of the Srd Light Dragoons, and the honor of his 
country and the safety of the army were ably sustained by as 
brave and gallant a soldier as ever drew the sword. General 
Gough watched them with intense anxiety, and at last seeing 
them emerge on the other side of the enemy, — ^having ridden 
right through that wing of the Bikh army, — he declared that 
the day was his own/'^ 

After he quitted the army Colonel Terbury settled at 
Belcomb Brook, and looked forward to the probable enjoy- 
ment of some years of quiet retirement. And few, judging 
from outward appearances, had a greater right to indulge such 
hopes. But it was not so to be ; — ' Vhomme propose^ Dieu 
dispose' When in the midst of extensive alterations in his 
house, with but one room in which, whilst watching day by 
day the progress of the work, he had been living, he was 
seized with that illness which within a week proved fatal to 
him. It was almost a soldier's death: he breathed his last 
rather in a tent, than in a fixed abode; he fell in the full 
vigour of his strength, before man discerned a single trace of 
the decrepitude of advancing years. 

He left behind him several children. May those who 
inherit his name, exhibit also his acknowledged excellencies I 
They will find, that, for their father's sake, as well as for 
their own, they will readily secure no scanty measure of 
respect and attachment from their fellow-townsmen and 
neighbours in Bradford* on- Avon. 

I Qmfttomen's Magssiiie, October 1868, p. 416. 
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Thb * Mbthubm * Famxlt. 

For more than two oenttiries this family was closely 
conneoted with our town, and, to the publio spirit of one of its 
members, Bradford-on-Aron owed much of its prosperity 
during the 17th and 18th oentories. They demand therefore 
more than a passing notioe. 

Originally of German extraction, this family may neverthe- 
less be traced back as settlers in Scotland for no less than 700 
years. On the first settler from Germany, Malcolm III. 
(called Oean Mohr,) King of Scotland from 1056^1098, is said 
to have bestowed the Barony of Methven^ in Perthshire as an 
acknowledgment ct services rendered to the Princess Margaret, 
afterwards his Queen. She together with her brother Bdgar, 
"the Atheling," were accompanied by him from Hungary, 
where they had both been bom during the exile of their father 
Edward, the son of Edmund Ironside, and nephew of Edward 
the Cionfessor. To keep in remembrance their German origin, 
the Methuen family carry their arms blazoned on the breast 
of an imperial eagle. 

We soon find members of the Methuen family occupying 
high and honorable offices in Scotland. In the reign of 
Alexander II. (1214—1248) we find Galfred, William, and 
Bobert, mentioned in such a way, and in conjunction with 
others of such exalted station, as implies the rank to which 
they had themselves attained. 

The immediate ancestor, however, of the family of which we 
are speaking, was Patugk db Mbthybk, who was the 
proprietor of the lands and barony of Methven, and lived in 
the reign of Alexander III. (c. 1260). His son, Sir Boger, is 
mentioned as a man of distinction in the reign of Bobert 
Bruce. He was Lord of the same barony as his father, and, 

^ MaTTin Gastla, m it is now called, still stands al Hontingtowar a 
Tillage between Perth and Crieff. The nams of this family is foond 
wriUen in various ways, Methyen, Methwin, Methuen, dw. Paul, the firal 
settler in Bradford, wrote his name in iha sseond form; John, his too, 
preferred the first; Sir Paol, his grandson, the weU-known ambaasador, 
adopted the thirds whioh is now the usual moda of spelling tha nana. 
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with many other Scotohmen of the first rank, was compelled 
to submit to Edward I. in 1296. 

Sir Boger was sucoeeded by his eldest son Paul, whom we 
meet with as one of the ambassadors extraordinary appointed 
to treat concerning a peace with England in 1363. A similar 
appointment was no long time afterwards filled by the 
grandson of this Paul, by name John de Methven, who was, 
in 1397, one of the ambassadors to the Gourt of England for 
negotiating afEeurs of state with that kingdom. It appears that 
the castle of Methven and psurt of the lands belonging to the 
Barony were acquired from this John, by the Duke of Albany, 
Begent of Scotland during the imprisonment of King James I. 
They afterwards fell to the Crown, where they remained for 
some years. In 1425 King James V. gave them to his mother 
Queen Margaret, (sister of Henry VIII. of England,) and 
Henry Steward, son of Lord Evandale, her third husband, 
created, in 1523, Lord Methven. 

The son of the last-mentioned John de Methven, bearing 
himself the same name as his father, was a man of great 
accomplishments, and was constantly employed in the service 
of his King and country. No Scotsman in the reign of James 
n. enjoyed more of his Prince's favour. He was one of the 
principal Secretaries of State and Lord Begister of Scotland in 
the year 1440, and a few years afterwards was appointed 
ambassador extraordinary to the Gourt of England. He was 
concerned in all the important public transactions of his time, 
and always acquitted himself with integrity and honour. 

A few generations pass away, and towards the middle of the 
16th century we meet with two brothers, John and Andrew, — 
(the sons of an Andrew de Methven), — who come before us in 
the character of zealous promoters of the Beformation. We 
meet also about the same time with a Paul de Methven 
(probably the son of John, and of whom we shall speak 
presently) as a stem opposer of the Ghurch of Bome. At the 
old Eirk of Stirling one of the earliest nurseries of the 
Beformation, this Paul defended Protestantism long before the 
appearance of others with whose names we are more familiar 
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In faot in that town he set at defiance the edicts of the Queen 
Regent, Mary of Guiae,— the widow of James V. — ^and thus 
occupied, in his aspect to her Court, the same position which 
John Enox sustained in that of her daughter, Mary Queen of 
Scots. 

Of Andrew, the younger of the two brothers just alluded to, 
we know but little. Of John, we are told, that, dreading the 
persecution of the times, George Wishart having just before 
suffered death at St. Andrews, under Cardinal Beaton, for his 
Protestantism, he fled to England and was kindly received by 
Queen Elizabeth who took his son Paul^ under her special 
protection.! The latter was presented to a stall in Wells 
Cathedral, and to other preferments in the County of Somerset, 
and was, it is believed. Chaplain to John Still,^ Bishop of Bath 
and Wells. He married Anne Bogers, of an ancient family of 
that name seated at Cannington in Somerset. Possibly 
through this marriage the Methuen family first became 
possessed of property in Bradford. The house in which for 
many years they lived, and which till a comparatively short 
time ago belonged to them and is still called ' Methuen's ' by 
the older inhabitants, is that to which we have alluded, in a 
previous page, as having probably been built by one of the 
family of Bogers of Cannington, to whom, in the sixteenth 
century, the property belonged. 

The son of the last-named Paul, by name Anthony, was also 
in Holy Orders. He was Prebendary of Wells and Litchfield, 
and held the Vicarage of Frome, in Somerset, from 1609 — 
1640. He married Jean daughter and sole heiress of Thomas 

^ M7 authority for these statements is to be found in Playfair's ^Family 
Antiquity' in a note under **Gooch/* Baronet, vol. vii. p. 10. I have, 
however, seen a document, and had communications concerning others, 
which seem to represent these two members of this family, viz. * Paul,' 
who married Ann Bogers, and * Anthony,' the Vicar of Frome, as brotJiers 
rather than as father and son, — ^both apparently the sons of ' John de 
Methven,' who fled from Scotland. I am not able, at present, to decide 
concerning the relative value of the various authorities, and therefore 
content myself with indicating the source from which the information 
above given has been derived. 

> S«e Sir B. 0. Hoare's ' Hundred of Mere,' p. 192. t S^ page 221. 
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Taylor, Esq., of the oity of Bristol, and with her obtained a 
large accession to his fortune, which even before was not 
inconsiderable. They both died in the same year, 1640, and 
were interred under a costly moniiment,^ now in the Vestry of 
the Parish Church of £Vome, which has recently been 
completely restored to its original condition by the present 
Vicar. 

It is with the sons of this Anthony, the Vicar of Frome, 
that we are especially concerned, as they were the first of the 
family who settled in Bradford. Three of his children seem to 
have survived him, Paul, — ^Anthony, — and Francis. The last 
named son left no succession, neither do we know anything of 
his history. The eldest was the "Paul Methwin" of Bradford, 
of whom mention has already been made, and from whom 
descends the present noble family of "Methuen." The 
second, Anthony, was for several generations represented in 
Bradford by direct male descendants, the last of whom died in 
1792. Through female branches he is still represented by 
several families of station and affluence both in Wiltshire and 
Somersetshire. It will be convenient to trace in order, down 
to the present day, the descendants of those two brothers 
respectively. 

Paul, — the elder of the two, — described as of Bradford and 
Bishops Cannings, has been already spoken of in the course of 
our narrative, (p. 64). It was he that introduced some 
weavers from Holland into Bradford, and materially improved 
the manufactures and consequently the trade of the Town. 

^ On the tomb of ** Anthony Methwin," (bo the name ii there spelt,) 
Vicar of Frome, is the following inscription, of which we attempt an 
EngUah Yersion, though it is not eaey to reach the force and elegance of 
of the original. 

** Hoc tegitur cippo, deone SBii, gloria deri, 

Dmn vizit, nunc fit Incids etella poll. 
Vit&, Yoce, mann, popnlnm pasoebat lesa : 

Qui nunc ealesti pasoitur ipse cibo.*' 
Here lies, — his Age's boast, — ^his Ohuroh's pride, — 
Now, a bright star, midst angels, glorified : 
In life, by word and deed, hit flock in Ohrist he fed. 
And now, with Christ Himself, he feeds on heavenly breads , 
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He settted here about the year 1620-1630. He married Grace 
daughter of Mr. John Ashe,^ of Freshford, of an ancient 
family in Somerset, and a member of several Parliaments 
during the reign of Charles I. Aubrey calls this Paul 
Methwin, " the greatest doathier of his time (Charles II.) " 
and says that <'he succeeded his father-in-law in the trade." 
By prudent economy, and successful enterprise, he greatly 
improved his property, and amassed a large fortune. He died 
in the year 1667. 

He left behind him several sons. The eldest, — John, — 
described as of Bishops Cannings, was a man of great abilities 
and was much employed in a£fairs of State. He was one of 
the Privy Council and Lord Chancellor of Ireland in the reigns 
of King William III. and Queen Anne. He was frequently 
employed in embassies to Portugal, and, in 1703, concluded, 
with the Court of Lisbon, a treaty which regulated the trade in 
wine and was ever afterwards called by his name, and 
considered as a great evidence of his skill in negotiation. He 
represented the Borough of Devizes in five Pskrliaments. A 
monument in Westminster Abbey records that "he died 
abroad in the service of his country a.d. 1706." § 

The son of this last named John was a diplomatist even 
more highly distinguished than himself. Sib Paul Mbthubn, 
for some years, was ambassador at Madrid. He also acted as 
envoy at various times to the Emperor of Morocco, and the 

^ In the Harleiftn MS. No. 1669, fol. 42 : is a pedigree of this family, 

from which the following is an extraot : — 

John Ashe (of Westcombe, Co. Somer8et,)_Ann d. of Thomas Strode of 
Uving 16S4. I Hoxton MaUet. 

James Ashe (ofsGraoe d. of Bichard Pitt Alioea- John Pitt. Maigaret^John Mansel 
Freshford I of Melcombe Regis. ofWeymontti 

John (ofaEllsa d. of Edward^Ann d. of Josephs... Jonathan^... Samuel (of_.„ 



Freshford) 
M.P.inee- 
▼eral Par- 
liaments 
of Ghas.1. 



Henry M.P. for 

DaTlBSonof Beytes- 
Freshford. bury. 



Alexander (a Bar- 

Popham onet) 

of 1660. 
LIttleoote. 



Langley I 
BuireU.) 



James (of Sifield) Ann«SirJohn Graces-Paul Mary— Jacob Self Idra 

John (of Beckington) Shaw Hethnen. ofBeanacre. 

Benjamin (of Westcombe) 
(B other sons). 

f 8e€ pag€ 281. ^ t 
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Duke of SaYoy. In 1706 be was appointed one of the Lords 
of the Admiralty ; in 1714 he became a Lord of the Treasury 
and a Privy Counsellor. He rose at last in 1716 to the high 
office of a principal Secretary of State, and in 1720 was 
comptroller of the King's Household. He was installed in 
1725 as a Knight of the Bath, and the same year became 
Treasurer of the Household, an office which he resigned in a 
few years and passed the remainder of his life in a private 
station.^ 

Sir Paul Methuen died unmarried, in the 85th year of his 
age, and was interred near the remains of his father in 
Westminster Abbey. In him ended the male line of John the 
eldest son of 'Paul Methwin of Bradford.' He bequeathed his 
valuable collection of pictures, and considerable estates, to 
Paul, (the son of his first cousin, Thomas Methuen) the 
purchaser of Gorsham House. 

Anthony, the second son of Paul, of Bradford, succeeded to 
his father as a Olothier, and his name very often occurs in the 
indentures of various apprentices from time to time. He 
inherited his father's estate at Bradford, and also his manors 
of Cheddar, Withy, Beckington and Freshford in Somerset. 
He married Gertrude daughter and co-heir of Thomas Moore 
of Spargrove, Go. Somerset, and their son Thomas Methuen 
(who married Ann daughter of Isaac Selfe, of Beanacre, Co. 
Wilts) was the father of the Paul, to whom we have just 
alluded as the inheritor of the pictures and other property of 
Sir Paul Methuen. Paul, of Gorsham House, was for some 

1 It most be Sir Paul Methuen, who did not die tiU 1767 (30 Geo. XL), 
to whom Dr. Doran alludes in the following anecdote : — " In the reign of 
George II. there lived a Wiltshire Gentleman named Paul Methuen who 
had a passion for reading the weary dreary novels of his lime. Queen 
Caroline loved to rally him on his weakness, and one day asked him what 
he had last been reading. " May it please your Majesty *' said Paul, " I 
have been reading a poor book on a poor subject, the Kings and Queens of 
England.'* Lives of the Brunswick Queens of England, [He vxis leader 
of the Hottse of Commons during part of the reign of Queen Anne and that 
of George J. In that capacity he once moved the suspension of a member 
who had been named for drunkenness. The eulpritt hewing retired to the 
bar of the housSf turned to the Minister and complained, "PomI, PatU, why 
peanecwtut thou me ? "] 
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years M.P. for Warwick. It was he that purchased the 
Lordship of the Manor of Bradford from Mr. Poulett Wright 
in 1774. His grandson, also Paul Methuen, was for some 
years M.P. for Wilts, and was elevated to the peerage, in 
1838, as Baron Methuen of Corsham, Co. Wilts. The present 
(late) peer succeeded to the title, as second Baron Methuen, 
on the demise of his father in 1849. 

We must return now to Anthont, — the second son of 
Anthony, the Vicar of Frome. Together with his brother 
Paul he seems to have settled in Bradford where he died in 
1684, His descendants remained in the town, and, in the 
beginning of the eighteenth century, were represented by Pauii 
Mbthubm, who, in the year 1697, married Sarah daughter of 
William Oould, of Upway and Fleet, Co. Dorset. They had 
three sons (one only of whom grew to man's estate) and eight 
daughters. Hbnbt, their son, married Elizabeth daughter of 
Thomas Farmer, Esq. of Bromsgrove, and had issue Paul, 
afterwards called to the Bar, and a member of the Society at 
Lincoln's Inn. Paul — ''the Counsellor," as he is commonly 
termed, — is described as "of Holt," and died unmarried in 
1792. On his decease, the daughters of Paul and Sarah 
Methuen, (the aunts of Paul 'the Counsellor,') became the 
representatires of this branch of the Methuen family, and 
co-heiresses of their father. Of these, — Babbaba, married, in 
1727, Edward Poore, Esq. of Bushall, and their second son, 
'John Methuen' was created a Baronet in 1795;— Elizabeth, 
married, in 1737, the Bev. Thomas Leir, of Ditcheat; — 
Gbatiana, married, in 1747, the Bev. J. Bogers, Vicar of 
Warminster ; — and Mabt, the youngest, married, in 1754, W. 
Stevens, Esq. of Frankleigh, and their only daughter and 
heiress became, in 1779, the wife of Samuel Bailward, Esq. of 
Horsington, a name still well known and as well respected in 
the parish of Bradford-on-Avon. 

Thb 'Cam' Family. 

The earliest member of the ' Cam ' family of whom we hare 
found any account was ' John Cam/ of Camsgill in the barony 
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of Kendal, in Westmoreland. His name is very conspiouons 
in the early history of the Society of Friends.^ He travelled 
in the West of England and was greatly persecuted at Bristol 
in 1654. 

Early in the following century we meet with the name in 
Bradford-on-Avon. A little later we have Samuil Gam, a 
leading clothier and active Magistrate, residing at Chantry 
House, of which by purchase from the representatives of 
Edward Thresher (who died 1741), he had become the 
proprietor. For many years he occupied a very prominent 
position in our town, and together with several whose names 
have been already mentioned, and others whose names are not 
yet forgotten, — such as Bethel, — Olutterbuck — ^Tugwell, — 
Hillier, — Attwood, — ShrapneU, — and Bush, — ^helped to raise 
Bradford-on-Avon to a high pitch of commercial prosperity. 
One of his daughters married Benjamin Hobhouse, Barrister- 
at-Law, who was afterwards created a Baronet, and resided 
for some years at Oottles. Their eldest son * John Gam,' who 
was bom in the year 1786, succeeded his father in the 
Baronetcy in the year 1831. He distinguished himself in 
early life at the University at Gambridge, where he graduated 
in 1808, having the same year carried off the Hulsean Prize. 
He was afterwards known as the friend and companion of the 
poet Byron, and became the author of several works of 
acknowledged merit. He filled several high offices of state, 
holding for some years the position of President of the Board 

1 The Quakers were at one time a numerous and influential bodj in 
Bradford. Their first meeting-house seems to hare been at OumberweU 
(or rather, Frankley) now converted into a School. They afterwards 
(1710) built one in the court leading out of St. Margaret Street, and this, 
long disused hj them, has been occupied for some years past as a British 
School. [This is no longer the case.] Many notices of interment in the 
•< OumberweU burial-ground" (especially in the year 1701) are to be seen in 
the Parish Register. In the year 1660 an attack was made upon them at 
OumberweU, and one Bobert Storr sent, for being concerned in it, as a 
prisoner to Sarum. John Olark, a Bradford Quaker, held, in 1695, a public 
disputation with a member of another section of non-conformists at 
Melksbam, on the premises of Thomas Bovan. William Penn was in 
the chair as moderator, and, after the trial of skill had gone on for some 
time, dosed the proceedings. Amongst the Quakers of Bradford-on-Avon 
too is to be reckoned ' Joseph Yerbuzy,' who lived at Well-doae. 
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of Control. In the year 1851 he was raised to the peerage 
under the title of Baron Broughton de Gifford. Borne fourteen 
years ago he obtained, by purchase from the Methuen family, 
the Lordship of the Manor of Bradford-on-Avon, [which is stiU 
held by his nephew omd successor in the Ba/ronetcy, Sir Charles 
HobhoiLse,] 

A brief notice of one or two ' Worthies/ of whom we have 
not as yet spoken, or to whom we have made hardly more 
than a passing reference, will conclude our paper. 
Libutenant-Oemeral Shbapnbl. 

He was the son of Zechariah Shrapnel, a manufacturer of 
this town, who amassed a considerable fortune as the reward 
of his successful Industry, and, together with other property 
in Bradford-on-Avon, was the owner of the Midway estate, 
which still belongs to the same family, t He entered the army 
in early life, having obtained his commission as second 
Lieutenant in the Boyal Artillery in the year 1779. Two 
years afterwards he was advanced to Sk first Lieutenancy. He 
rose through the various ranks, till, in 1827, he was gazetted 
as Lieutenant-General. He was ultimately Colonel Com- 
mandant of the sixth battalion of Artillery. 

During a term of active service, extending over a consider- 
able period of his life, he was always distinguished as an 
intelligent and pains-taking officer, in that branch especially 
of the service to which he had devoted himself. He served 
with the Duke of York's army in Flanders, and, shortly after 
the siege of Dunkirk, invented the case shot, a destructive 
engine of war used by the Royal Artillery, and known by the 
name of ' Shrapnel Shells.' The discovery was considered of 
such importance, that, on its adoption by the service, its 
inventor, our fellow-townsman, ' Henry Shrapnel,' received a 
pension of £1200 per annum, in addition to the pay to which 
his rank in the army entitled him. 

General Shrapnel died in 1842. He did not retire from 
active service, till well nigh half a century had elapsed since 
he obtained his first commission. His remains were interred 
in a vault in the Chancel of the Parish Church. 

[t It w now the residrntes of Mr. Bmry Baynton.} 
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Majob-GbnebaXi Bush, E.H. 

Hd was the youngest son of Thomas Bush, Esq. of this 
town, who for many years was an active magistrate of 
Wiltshire, and served the office of High SheriiBf of the county 
in the year 1804. He entered the army in 1808, as Comet in 
the 2nd Dragoon Guards, in which regiment he rose to the 
rank of Captain, and served with his corps in the Walcheren 
Expedition in 1809. At a later period he exchanged into the 
2l8t Light Dragoons. He went with this regiment to the Cape 
of Good Hope, and was detached with his troop several 
months on the Caffir frontier. Having terminated this service, 
which was one of constant peril from the treacherous and 
stealthy incursions of the natives, he sailed with the 2l8t for 
India, and, after attaining the rank of Major unattaohedi he 
exchanged to the 99th, and took the command of the Dep6t in 
Ireland. In course of time he was appointed Lieut. -Colonel 
of the 1st West India Begiment, and remained several years 
in the unhealthy stations of St. Lucia, Demerara, and 
Trinidad. 

At the time Colonel Bush took the command of his regiment 
in the West Indies, every effort was being made by the 
British Government to suppress the slave trade. Several 
vessels laden with native Africans were captured by the 
British cruisers, and the men, after having been declared free, 
were permitted to enlist voluntarily in West India regiments 
and the African Corps. Upwards of 200 of these native 
Africans enlisted in Colonel Bush's regiment, at that time 
(1837) stationed at St. Joseph's, Demerara. The old soldiers 
were soon afterwards withdrawn to other islands, and these 
recruits were the only disposable force to take the requisite 
guard. Led on by one of their number, a man of gigantic 
stature, who had been a chief in Africa and had great influence 
over them, these recruits unexpectedly broke out into open 
revolt, and, in the night of June 18th, 1887, advanced against 
their officers with the intention of murdering all the white 
people, setting fire to the barracks, and then returning to 
Guinea. Colonel Bush, together with his Adjutant, Lieuten- 
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ant Bentley, adyanoed towards the mutineers, and, when 
within some 25 yards of them, they were fired at, but 
providentially escaped injury. The two officers retired to the 
stables, through which (being built of wood) several shots 
were fired. Lieutenant Bentley mounted his horse and 
galloped through the barrack-yard to St. James's, a distance 
of nine miles, to procure assistance, the recruits attempting in 
vain to stop him. Colonel Bush, aided by the darkness of the 
night, fled to the special magistrate's house, and, through him, 
obtained from the police station, which was but a short 
distance from his residence, a musket and some ammunition. 
Together with a police officer, an old soldier, and Lieutenant 
Doran, whom they met in their way, Colonel Bush returned 
at once to the barracks and found the mutineers just about to 
set the hospital on fire, the patients escaping in all directions. 
Arranging his little party of four on the rising-ground, within 
forty yards of the main body of the recruits, he kept up an 
independent fire on them for some minutes, which was duly 
returned, until at length three of the revolters were lying dead 
and several wounded. Not knowing what cumbers might be 
opposed to them, from the darkness of the early hour of the 
morning, and appalled by the dead and wounded, the 
mutineers fled and took refuge in the woods. Many of them 
were killed, and several of the ringleaders were afterwards 
brought to a court-martial and sentenced to death. The 
suppression of this fearful outbreak was entirely attributed to 
the intrepidity of our townsman. His firmness and decision 
gave him ever afterwards the complete ascendancy over these 
untutored Africans, and he brought into order and first rate 
discipline no less than 1200 uncivilized recruits. 

As a reward for these meritorious services the Duke of 
Wellington removed him from the West Indies to home 
service, and appointed him Inspecting Field Officer of the 
Leeds district. A vacancy afterwards occurring in the 
London district he was removed to it, and he held this 
appointment to the time of his decease in August 1854. But 
a few months before he died, he was promoted to the rank of 
Major-General. 
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General Bush's character as an officer is thus snmmed ap in 
a periodical,^ published shortly after his death, from which we 
gleaned the partionlars thus laid before our readers : — 
"Although a strict disciplinarian and rigid in the enforcement 
of his orders, yet his zeal for the best interests of those under 
his command, and his engaging manners, gained their respect 
and affection. Devoted to the service of his country, and 
having spent nearly his whole life in active duty in the four 
quarters of the globe, being also (in addition to his great 
experience) endowed with a vigorous and cultivated mind, his 
opinion was sought by the highest military authorities, to 
whom the strict and conscientious discharge of all his several 
duties was well known." 

Thb Bev. Hbnbt Habvby. 

We close our Ust of Bradford Worthies with a name which 
is still well known, and which will be long remembered in 
this Parish. 

He was the second son of George Harvey, Esq. of Hendon, 
by Mary daughter of Thomas Donne, Esq., a descendent of 
the celebrated Dean of St. Pauls, and a connexion of the poet 
Oowper. Born at Hampstead in the year 1792, in the 
eighteenth year of his age he entered Christ Church, Oxford, 
where in due time he took his degree. At an early period of 
life he resided for a considerable time on the continent, and by 
this means became familiar with European languages, and 
general history. He was ordained, in 1818, to the curacy of 
East Horsley, in Surrey, and, after holding two similar 
appointments in Suffolk, was in the course of a few years 
removed to Ealing. There he was brought under the notice 
of Bishop Howley, (afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury), 
and by him was recommended, in 1826, as Tutor to Prince 
George of Cambridge. This office he held for six years, 
residing first at Hanover and afterwards at the English court. 
The Duke of Cambridge appointed him one of his Chaplains, 
an office continued to him by the present Duke, when, in 
1860, he succeeded to the title. 

1 aentlaman's Magairinfl, Novtmber 1854. 
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In 18^3 he beoame a Canon of Bristol and, no long time 
afterwards, succeeded Dr. Blomberg in the Vicarage of this 
Parish. For seventeen years he held this living, and in 1850, 
on the decease of Dean Lamb, left it for Olveston, near 
Bristol, where he died November 1854. He had married, in 
1823, Johnanna Maria, daughter of the Bev. John Auber, 
Sector of Blaisdon in Gloucestershire. 

During the time he held the Incumbency of Bradford-on- 
Avon, a charge then embracing the care of no less than seven 
Churches, Mr. Harvey accompUshed a great work for the 
parish at large, — a work more lasting in its benefits than had 
before been completed since the Beformation. The new 
Church of Christ Church built and endowed, — ^those at Winsley 
and Atworth rebuilt and enlarged, — that at Holt enlarged and 
rendered more commodious, — the one at Westwood made good 
by rebuilding the chancel, — that of Limpley Stoke restored, — 
these were good works in which he always took some, gener- 
ally the leading part. Add to these, /ournew school-houses, 
two of them double, — (and these exclusive of those at Christ 
Church the noble gift of Captain Palairet), — ^the Vicarage 
house rebuilt, and a new parsonage house provided for the 
District Church, — all more or less the results of his exertions, 
and you have ample grounds for believing that his name will 
be long remembered with affection in Bradford-on-Avon. He 
must always hold a prominent place among our ' Worthies.' 
Take him all in all, and there are few to whom the words of 
Chaucer, with which we may not unfitly conclude this paper, 
are more strictly applicable, or of whose character they are 
more truly descriptive. 

" To drawen folk to heven with fair^nesBe, 

B J good enBample, wm hig besinesse : 

Bat it were any penone obstinat, 

What 80 he were of highe or low estat, 

Him wolde he tnibben eharply lor the nonee. 

A better preest I trowe that nowher non ii: 

He waited after no pompe, ne reverenoe, 

Ne maked him no spic^ oonscienoe. 

But Oristea lore, and his apostles twelve, 

He taught, bat first he folwed it himselve."^ 

Prologue to the Canterbury Tales. 1. 69.— 580. 
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of tb f There is an anachronism here — Wishart was burned in 

n M[ 1645, and Beaton was nvurdered soon after, Paul Methuen, a 

2, m preacher, was a leader of the mob that wrecked the Churches at 

ned,iii Perth and elsewhere in 1669. It does not seem likely that he 

Aober, tods the same person with the Canon of Wells. See page 210. 
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Kingston House, Bradford, 22S » 

KINGSTON HOUSE. BRADFORD. 

(Correctly THE HALL.) 

Every stadent of Wiltshire ArchsBology is supposed to be 
acquainted with the " Halle of John Hall/' on the New Canal 
in the City of Salisbury. Such is the name which the late 
Bev. Edward Duke in his book called "Prolusiones HistoricsB," 
(published in 1837), has conferred upon a fine old room now 
restored and used as a china-shop, but formerly the refectory 
of a wealthy citizen and woolstapler of the reign of Edward lY. 
It is less generally known that North Wilts is also able to 
boast of another Hall, we believe we may add of a second 
John Hall. For if houses (amongst other things) were always 
called by their right names, this in all probability should be 
the proper title of the beautiful old mansion at Bradford, of 
which a view is given in the plate annexed : although for 
reasons which will appear, it is more commonly known as 
" The Duke's " or ** Kingston House." [It is now again knotvn 
by its right name of " The flaZJ."] 

Of the time at which it was built, the style of architecture 
employed scarcely leaves a doubt. It partakes of the character 
of Longleat ; but still more strikingly resembles a portion of 
Ejrby, the seat of Lord Winchilsea, in Northamptonshire. 
The date of Longleat House is well known. It was built 
between the years 1567 and 1579, and according to a received 
tradition, by John of Padua, the **Devizor of public Buildings" 
patronized by Henry VIII., Edward VI., and the Protector 
Somerset : an architect, who is supposed by some to have been 
John Thorpe, an Englishman, under the disguise of an Italian 
name. Eiiby House was built between the years 1572 and 
1638. There is therefore little difficulty in assigning Ejngston 
House to the commencement of the 17th century, t There was 

[t Opinions differ on this pointt even among architects. The resemblance 
to Longleat, and the evidence of deeds as to the pecuniary status of John 
Hall, lead the Editor to put the daU earlier than 1600,] ^ . 
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at an earlier period and no donbt upon the same dte, a house 
belonging to the Halls of Bradford, which Leiand saw when he 
travelled that way in 1540. He says^ ** Halle alias De la Sale 
dwellith in a pretty stone house at the east end of the town on 
the right bank of Avon : a man of £100 lands by the year : an 
ancient gentleman since the time of Edward I." The peculiar 
notice of a ''pretty stone house" exactly in the same situation, 
would almost for a moment suggest the question, could the 
present house by any probability be the one that Leiand saw? 
But this is not at all likely, as 1540 is certainly too early for 
the style of Kingston House. 

If Aubrey is to be trusted (which as he sometimes wrote 
from memory is not always the case) the house as it now 
appears, is only the central portion of the original building. 
For according to his description of it in 1670 it had, when 
complete, two wings. In his chapter upon "Echos"^ he says : 
<' After the Echos I would have the draught of the house of 
John Hall of Bradford, Esq., which is the best built hotisefor 
the quality of a gentlenum in Wilts. It was of the best 
architecture that was commonly used in King James the 
First's reigne. It is built all of freestone, full of windowes, 
hath two toings : the top of the house adorned with railes and 
baristers. There are two if not three elevations or ascents to it: 
the uppermost is adorned with terrasses, on which are railes 
and baristers of freestone. It faceth the river Avon, which lies 
south of it, about two furlongs distant :^ on the north side is a 
high hill. Now, a priori, I doe conclude, that if one were on 
the south side of the river opposite to this elegant house, there 
must of necessity be a good echo returned from the house; and 
probably if one stand east or west from the house at a due 
distance, the wings will afford a double echo." 

Whether wings would have been any improvement to the 
house is a question of taste : but whether there really ever 
were any is a matter of considerable doubt. Aubrey's descrip- 

^ See Wiltshire Arohieological Ma^Eine, Vol. i, pages 148 and 193. 

« Natural History of WUts, p. 19. 

* The aotnal distance is abont 200 yards. 
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tion is eyidently from reooUeotion ; for if it had been made on 
the spot he could not have expressed himself, as he does, with 
onoertainty as to the number of terraoes. Neither does the 
echo experiment appear to have been one that he had actually 
tried, but merely one that probably would have produced a 
particular effect, if tried. A recent examination of the 
masonry and general structure leads us to the conclusion that 
Aubrey must have been mistaken. There is not the slightest 
appearance against the sides of the house of its ever having 
had any appendages of the kind. The fa9ade on the western 
side (as seen in the print) is perfectly regular, is built of ashlar 
and has a large doorway in the centre. On the eastern side 
indeed the masonry is rough and the elevation irregular ; but 
still there is no trace of any projection. The mistake may 
perhaps be accounted for in this way. There was formerly a 
range of offices and stables behind and longer than the house. 
This seen from a distance may have presented the appearance 
of wings. 

*'The principal front to the south was divided into two 
stories with attics in the gables, and was occupied by large 
windows with stone mullions. These were formed by three 
projections, the central one coming forward square, and the 
two side ones with semicircular bows. In the centre was a 
large sculptured doorway to a porch, and the summit of the 
window bays was adorned with open parapets."^ 

The " Duke's House '* is noticed in a work called " Obser- 
vations on the Architecture of England, during the reigns of 
Queen Elizabeth and King James I," by Mr. 0. J. Bichardson, 
who has introduced four illustrations of it. 1. The external 
view. 2. A fireplace and stone mantelpiece in the entrance 
hall. 8. A mantelpiece of oak on the upstairs floor; and 4. 
A ceiling. The same plates, with two others of details, appear 
also in a volume of " Illustrations of Claverton and the Duke's 
House," published by George Vivian, Esq., of the former 
place. 

& Bxitton's Laotnxe on Domestio Axobiteotore. 
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In these works it is described as being of the transition style 
between the old Tudor or perpendicular, and the new or 
Palladian. Many of the enrichments peculiar to it are of 
German invention; artists of that nation haying been then 
much in vogue. The excess of window light, characteristic of 
houses of that style, and so remarkable in the instance before 
us, gave occasion to Lord Bacon's observation, that "such 
houses are sometimes so full of glass that one cannot tell 
where to become, to be out of the way of the sun or the cold." 

One of the terraces with open balustrades of stone, the 
orchard and the garden, are all that remain out of doors. The 
offices, gate-houses and every other appendage that it may 
have had of suitable character, as fountains and bowling 
green, &o., have disappeared. \ 

Over the chimney piece of a panelled room upstairs, (being 
the third of the plates above referred to) are still to be seen 
two shields carved in oak, each bearing the following quar- 
terings. 




[} Some of these ham been eupplied, in exeeUetU taste, by the preseni 
oumer^ the architeet being Mr. Brakepear,} 
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1. Ball, SaUe. 8 polMuceB aigent. (This ooftt with the emt of Hall, 
" an ami embowed in azmoor, proper, gamiahed or, holding 
a poleaze argent," is upon a shield in stone over Hall's aim- 
house in the town ol Bradford). 

9. AnoBD. Three eylindrioal open^barred spindles or reels, apparently 
lor winding yam. (Or are they eel-traps, called in heraldy, 
weels?) The deiioe is very rare and uncertain: but it is 
eridently some kind of mill apparatus. Ai-fcrd was the 
name of an hehress who married one of the early Halls of 
Bradford : and in an old Herald's note book in the Harleian 
ooUection of MSB. (4199. p. 91) the word Atford is, just 
peroeptibly, written against this quartering in a rough sketch 
of the aims of Gore of Alderton. 

Qilee Gore, Esq., of that place (the purchaser, from the 
drown, of the Glastonbury Abbey estate at Grittleton in 
1661) married Edith, daughter and heiress of a Julian Hall 
of Bradford (a younger branch of this family). Edith was 
buried in Alderton Ohuroh, where a gravestone, in the south 
aisle, stiU presenres her initials <<E. G. 1060" without 
further inscription. Thomas Gore, the writer on heraldry, 
used the quarterings 1 and 2 (Hall and Atford) in his book- 
plates : and the same aina were also to be seen in Aubrey's 
time on stained glau in the windows of old Alderton house 
now destroyed. 

8. ? A bend between 8 leopards or lions heads erased. [The 

Wilts Visitation of 1566, giTce in the drawing of Hall's coat, 
8 etoiles on the bend.] 

4. ? An ea|^ sable, preying on a fish asure. [This was also 

found on a seal attached to one of the old deeds lately 
discovered in Kingston House] . 

5. BB8n«L. Argent, 8 torteauz, two and one. 

6. Hall. As No. 1. 



As this shield oonUdnB none of the later quftrterings of Hall, 
it is not unlikely that it may have come from the older house 
formerly upon this site. 

Oyer the mantelpiece of the entrance hall (the second of the 
plates alluded to above) was a painted coat of arms, of sixteen 
quarterings, upon a stone shield sunk within a carved oval 
frame, that again being contained within a carved square 
frame. Mr. Richardson's drawing of this coat is so minute 
that some of the quarterings cannot be distinguished, and the 
painting itself is now destroyed. Besides those which are 
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represented in the woodont above, it inolnded Tropnell, Bower, 
(a cross patt6e), and Seymour, (a pair of wings conjoined), and 
other intermediate quarterings brought in by heiresses, 
probably Besill and Bogers. At the comers were the crests of 
Hall, Seymour, (a phoenix), and another, a lion rampant. 
Oyer the larger shield upon the edge of the frame, was a 
smaller one of Thynnb : viz.. Quarterly, 1 and 4, barry of ten 
or and sable (Boteville); 2 and 3, argent a lion rampant. 
There can be no doubt that this painted shield referred to the 
last owner John Hall, who died 1711 : whose mother was a 
Seymour and whose wife was a Thynne, as will be seen in the 
pedigree below. He probably embellished or finished the 
house, which we are inclined to consider must have been built 
by his grandfather, of the same name. 



FABaLT OF Hall of Bbadfobd. 



It is not likely that there was any connection between the 
two families of this name at Salisbury and Bradford, the 
arms used by the former, ''Argent, on a chevron between 
three columbines azure, a mullet of six points," being wholly 
different from those of Hall of Bradford, " Sable, 8 poleaxes 
argent." Hall of Bradford was of considerable antiquity. 
The name is often met with in very early deeds, as "De Aul&" 
or "De la Sale" {saUe being French for hall). William de 
Aul& de Bradford is often mentioned amongst other Wiltshire 
gentlemen, as a witness to documents of the reign of Edward 
I. (1273—1307). The family certainly belonged to the class 
of wealthy gentry, though the name does not occur in the list 
of Sheriffs of the county, until in the person of the last of the 
race, in 1670. They married into families of wealth and 
quality, as will be seen by the following extract from their 
pedigree, which only refers to the elder branch, successively 
owners of the Bradford house, and is taken principally from 
the Visitation Book of 1665. 



Digitized by 



Google 



KingsUm EouUt Bradford. 229 

Thomab "Baul or De la Bait == Auoa, d. and h. of Thomas Atford; and h. 
ol Bradford, WUts. | of Nicholas Langridge, of Bradford. 

J J ni 

I 



Nicholas Hacl, liying 89 H. VI. = Maboabbt, d. and ooh. of William 

1 BosyU, of Bradford. 

Tbomab Hall Alicb, d. of William Bower» of Wilton. 

I ' m 

WiLUAM Hall == Slieabsth, d. of Ohxisiopher Tropnell, 
I ofChalfield. 

i Tbomab Hall, of Bradford, =: Elizabeth, d. of John Merryn, of 
UTingl668. I FonthiU, by BUsabath Greene. 

1 

* Sib John Hall, Kt. s= Doboxht, d. and h. of Anthony Bogers, 
of Bradford. I of Bradford. 

r — 

* Jomr Hall, Esq. = Blizabhxh, d. of Henrr Bmne, 
I of Athelhampton, Oo. Dorset. 



A Sib Tbomab Hall, Kt. of Bradford ^ Katbabine, d. of Sir Edward 

Seymour, of Berry Pomei 
grandson of the Protector. 



Died 1668, aged 63i T Seymour, of Berry Pomeroy, gt. 

J ( ■ 



r 



JoBB Hall, Esq., of Bradford, = Elisabeth Thyxme. 
Sheriff of WUts, 1670. Died 1711 



xThe late Mr. Beokford in his gorgeous, end rather ostentatioiis, display of 
heraldry upon the friese of St. Mlohael's giUery at Fonthlll, in Ulnstration of his own 
descent from ICerryn and Seymour, Introdnoed MTeral of ttie aUianoes made by Hall 
of Bradford. See Gent, Mag.. 16faa, part S, p. 90fr-6ia That of Thomas HaU end 
BUsabeth Merryn his wile was, HaUx impaling 1 and 4. JTsrvyn. S. Orime. 8. 
LaUmer, See Nichols's FonthiU, p. 86. 

B His lUeld wee also at FonthilL HaU: and, on an eeooeheon of pretence Bogwn, 
argent, a oheyron between S bucks trippant lable, attired or, quartering BuiU. 
(See woodcnt pege flW). 

s Also at FonthiU. HaU, Impaling Bruns, Asnre, a cross cercelee or, qiuurtering 
Sok0le, losengy ermine and Qnles. 

4 Also at FonthiU. Holt impaling 8&vmowr ; vis., 1. The Boyal AngmentaUon, or, 
semee of ilesrs-de-lis asore, on a pile gules the 8 lions of Bsfl^aad. S. Oeles two 
wings eonjoined in hue et. ^^ . 
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This pedigree inoludei, it will be obseryed, two or three 
heiresses by whom accessions of property were made. The 
first, Alice Atford, brought in the lands of two families, Atford 
and Langridge. Margaret BesUl (a coheiress) contributed a 
moiety of lands, temp. Henry YI. The next heiress was that 
of the ancient family of Sogers of Bradford, the founder of 
which, Anthony Sogers, Serjeant at law in 1478, had married 
the other coheiress of Besill. The Sogers family lived in the 
house called in later times Methuen house, at the top of Peput 
Street; in which Aubrey saw <<many old escutcheons."^ 
Dorothy the heiress of Sogers accordingly brought to the 
Halls not only her own patrimony, (part of which lay at Holt), 
but the other moiety also of the Besill estate. Sogers of 
Oannmgton was a junior branch of this family. 

There is a fine old bam still standing at the west side of 
Bradford, well known for its Early English roof, framed from 
the ground so as to be independent of the walls. Aubrey's 
passing observation, that in 1670 it had upon the point of one 
of the gables a hand holding a battleaxe, (the crest of Hall), 
warrants the supposition that it was built by one of this 
family. [Attbrey^s observation was probably incorrect^ according 
to thB present appearance of thefinials,'] 

Sir Thomas Hall, last but one in the pedigree given above, 
married Katharine^ daughter of Sir Edward Seymour, (of the 
elder house), who died 1659, by Dorothy Eilligrew. Sir 
Thomas was a royalist, temp. Charles I. : one of the Wiltshire 
gentlemen who were obliged to compound for their estates. 
He was fined £660. 

John Hall of Bradford (the last male of the family) added to 
his father's large estates, the Storridge Pastures, part of the 
Brooke House estate near Westbury, which he purchased in 
1665 of Sir Edward Hungerford of Farley Gastle. He was 
also probably the purchaser of Great Gbalfield manor, as he 
presented to the rectory in 1678. His wife was Blusabeth, 

^ The anni of Rogers (argent, a cheTron between 8 bucki lable) axe gtUl 
to be seen in the top of the eaet window of Bradford oharoh. The pieoe 
of glaia if very email and has been turned upside down by the glaiier. 

•In the History of Mere (p. 184) Lady HaU is oaUed ilfwie Seymour, 
widow of Dr. Btourton. Edmondson and others oonttadiot this. 
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seoond daughter of Sir Thomas Thynne, (who died 1670), and 
sister of Thomas Thynne, Esq., (Tom of Ten Thousand) who 
was murdered by Count Eonigsmark in the streets of London, 
in February 1682. The monument to Mr. Thynne in 
Westminster Abbey was erected by Mr. John Hall his brother- 
in-law and executor. 

John Hall at his death in 1711 left one daughter Elizabeth,^ 
who became the wife of Thomas Baynton Esq. of Ghalfield, 
second son of Sir Edward Baynton of Bromham. The only 
child of Mr. and Mrs. Baynton was Bachel Baynton, who 
appears to have been unmarried at the time of her grandfather 
John Hall's death. By his will dated 10th September, 1708, 
he devised all his lands in Wilts, Somerset, and elsewhere, to 
Denzill Onslow, Esq., Edward Lisle, Esq., Francis Ooddard, 
Esq., and Bobert Eyre, Esq., trustees; upon trust after the 
marriage of Bachel daughter of Thomas Baynton, then of 
Bradford, Wilts, (the testator's granddaughter), for the said 
Bachel Baynton during her life : after her death to her heirs 
male successively : remainder to Edward Seymour, son of Sir 
Edward Seymour, Bart., for his life: remainder to his heirs 
male : remainder to William Pearce grandson of the testator's 
sister, Mrs. Coward. By a codicil dated February 1710, he 
preferred the said William Pearce and his heirs male, before 
Edward Seymour and his heirs male. 

Mr. Hall also by his will charged his farm called Paxcroft 
farm in Steeple Ashton, lately purchased from Matthew 
Burges, (now the property of Walter Long, Esq.), with a clear 
sum of £40 per annum, for the maintenance of four poor men 
in the ahnshouse he had lately erected in Bradford. 

Attached to the south side of the nave of Bradford church is 
a small chapel known by the name of ** The Kingston Aisle," 
which is kept in repair by the owner of Kingston House. 
What may be concealed under the seats or boarded floor of 
this chapel the writer cannot say, but he has not been able to 
discover in any visible part of Bradford church the slightest 
trace of monument, device, inscription, or other memorial 

^ Bee the lollowing PedijKXM, page 2S8. [But then semu to have htm 
tomM IUUm dauht aa to ihdM ■fiin_1 

^WWt^w WWW IMVIWrV IW Wr VrWV •••■•••J 
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whatBoeyer to the Hall family. [Sofne of the cmoierU effigies 
in the chancel are said to have been removed thither from the 
** Kingston Aisle.'*] On a wooden soreen which parted (his 
ehapel from the South Aisle there was a few years ago, the 
Ooat of Hall. 

Thb Dukes of EmasTON. 

Bachel Baynton, granddaughter and by the death of her 
only brother Henry Baynton, sole heiress, of John Hall, 
married the Hon. Wm. Pierrepont, only son and heir of 
Evelyn Pierrepont then Marquis of Dorchester, afterwards 
first Duke of Kingston. Mr. Wm. Pierrepont died in 1713 at 
the age of 21, during his father's lifetime. Baohel his wife 
died in 1722. The first Duke of Kingston (her father-m-law) 
died in 1726, and was succeeded by his grandson Evelyn, 
(only son of Wm. Pierrepont and Bachel Baynton,) the second 
and last Duke of Kingston, who died 1773. This nobleman, 
as representative of the Halls, had large estates in Bradford 
and the neighbouring parishes : viz., Qreat ChaJfield manor 
and advowson, the constableship of Trowbridge, the manor 
of Trowbridge, Monkton near Broughton Qi£Eard, Storridge 
Pastures in Brooke, the manors and lordships of Bradford, 
Great Trowle, Little Trowle, Leigh and Woolley; Paxcroft 
farm in the parish of Steeple Ashton; with lands, &c., in 
Atford, Hilperton, Trowbridge, Btudley, Staverton, Westbury, 
Melksham, Holt, Steeple Ashton, North Bradley, and 
Winkfield. 

The name of Evelyn was adopted as a christian name in the 
Duke of Kingston's family from the Evelyns of West Deane, 
in the Hundred of Alderbury in South Wilts. Bobert 
Pierrepont (who died about 1670), Father of the second Earl 
of Kingston, had married Elizabeth, daughter and coheiress of 
Sir John Evelyn of that place, and obtained the estate. 

The second and last Duke of Kingston, in making his 
selection of a partner for life, either had never read or had 
forgotten, or at all events took no manner of heed to, that 
celebrated sentence on female character, which the great 
historian of Qreece enunciates by the mouth of Pericles: viz., 
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ihal her reputation is the best, with which fewest tongues are 
busy amongst the other sex, either for praise or blame. For 
he fixed his choice on one with whom during a great part of 
the last century all tongues were busy; not all indeed for 
blame, but certainly not all for praise. The lady rejoiced in a 
plurality of names, being known first as Elizabeth Ghudleighp 
alias the Eonble. Miss Ghudleigh; alias Mrs. Harvey, alias 
Countess of Bristol, alias finally Duchess of Kingston. Her 
father was Ool. Ohudleigh, of Chelsea, a younger brother of 
Sir Gleorge Chudleigh, Bart., of Ashton, in Devonshire. Bhe 
was bom in 1720, and through the influence of Mr. Pulteney, 
afterwards Earl of Bath, was appointed at an early age Maid 
of Honour to the Princess of Wales, mother of King George 
ni. Upon a very slight acquaintance and under a mistaken 
pique against another person, she privately married at 
Lainstone, in Hampshire, on 4th August, 1744, the Honble. 
Augustus John Hervey, a young lieutenant in the Boyal Navy, 
who in the following year succeeded his brother as Earl of 
Bristol. From her husband she very soon separated, and 
after 26 years, still maintaining her situation at court, and her 
husband being still alive, she married the Duke of Kingston 
publicly at St. Oeorge's, Hanover Square, March 8th, 1769. 
This union was dissolved by the death of the Duke at Bath, 
23rd September, 1773. He bequeathed to her every acre of 
his great estates for her life, and every guinea of his personal 
property absolutely. Under this disappointment, his heirs 
sought for and succeeded in obtaining proof of her first 
marriage, and the consequence was, that for the offence of 
bigamy she was impeached before the house of Lords. The 
trial lasted five days, commencing April 16th, 1776. This 
event excited, as is well known, the utmost sensation in the 
fashionable world, and the scene was converted by the caprice 
of public taste into a complete holiday spectacle. Ladies 
attended in full court dress, and soldiers were placed at the 
doors to regulate the entrance of the crowds that pressed in. 
The appearance of the Duchess herself is thus described by an 
eye-witness, Mrs. Hannah More. "Qarrick would have me 
take his ticket to go to the trial, a sight whioh for beauty and 
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magnifioenoe exoeeded anything that those who were never 
present at a coronation or a trial by peers oan imagine. Mr. 
Qarrick and I were in fnll-dress by seven. You will imagine 
the bustle of 5000 people getting into one hall. Yet in all the 
hurry we walked in tranquilly. When they were all seated, 
and the King at Arms had commanded silence on pain of 
imprisonment, (which however was very ill observed), the 
Usher of the Black Bod was commanded to bring in his 
prisoner. Elizabeth calling herself Duchess Dowager of 
Kingston walked in led by Black Bod and Mr. La Boche, 
curtseying profoundly to her Judges. The Peers made her a 
slight bow. The prisoner was dressed in deep mourning, a 
black hood on her head, her hair modestly dressed and 
powdered, a black silk saoque with crape trimmings, black 
gauze deep ruffles, and black gloves. The Oounsel spoke about 
an hour and a quarter each. Dunning's manner was insufiEar- 
ably bad, coughing and spitting at every three words, but his 
sense and expression pointed to the last degree. He made her 
Grace shed bitter tears. The fan: victim had four Virgins in 
white behind the Bar. She imitated her great predecessor 
Mrs. Budd, and a£Fected to write very often ; though I plainly 
perceived that she only wrote as they do their love epistles on 
the stage, without forming a letter. The Duchess has but 
small remains of that beauty of which Kings and Princes were 
once so enamoured. She is large and ill-shaped. There was 
nothing white but her face : and had it not been for that she 
would have looked like a bale of bombazeen." 

Lord Chancellor Apsley presided as High Steward. The 
charge was fully proved, and the marriage with the Duke 
declared illegal. The Lady read her own defence, and by her 
tears, cleverness, impudence, eccentricity, so wrought upon 
the Honourable House, that they avoided the enactment of 
any penalties, amongst which would have been, as the law 
seems then to have stood, the very unpleasant one of being 
branded in the hand. The prosecutors however failed in their 
great object, the restitution of the property. The Duke had 
so worded his bequest that it was inalienably her's under any 
one of her many titles. 
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The Daoheas'B whole life had been one of ftdyentnre, display 
and indelicate publicity. She had great means at command, 
and upon her trial incidentally alluded to a balance of £70,000, 
in her banker's hands. She built Ennismore House, at 
Kensington. At one of her fdtes, Horace Walpole says, thai 
on all the sideboards and even on the chairs were pyramids 
and troughs of strawberries and cherries. ** You would have 
thought her the protegfe of Vertumnus himself." 

After her trial she went to Bussia, " en prinoesse," in a ship 
of her own; was received graciously by the Empress, 
purchased for £12,000 an estate near St. Petersburgh, and 
proposed to erect works on it for the distillation of brandy. 
Soon afterwards she returned to France, where also she had 
an estate : and died rather suddenly at Paris, 26th August, 
1788, aged 68. 

She resided occasionally at Kingston House, and no doubt 
by her fantastic performances infused a little viTadty into the 
orderly ideas of the townsfolk of Bradford. Old people there 
still tell traditional tales of her ladyship's peculiarities. Upon 
her decease, in consequence of the Duke haying died without 
issue, the landed estates which she enjoyed for her life, passed 
to his sister's son Charles Meadows, who assumed by sign 
manual the surname and arms of Pierrepont, and was created 
Earl Manyers in 1806. A yery large part of the property 
[though deerscLsed by fwrther saUs\ still belongs to his family, 
but Kingston House with about nine acres of ground, was sold 
in 1802, to Mr. Thomas Divett, who erected a woollen mill upon 
the premises. The house fell into the occupation of inferior 
tenants and was rapidly sinking to decay, when it was fortun- 
ately again sold by Mr. Divett's representatiyes in 1848, to the 
present owner Mr. Stephen Moulton. Mr. Moulton's first act 
—one for which he deseryes the thanks of all admirers of archi- 
tectural elegance, was to put into complete restoration all that 
remained of the North Wiltshire Hall of John Hall.} 

There is some slight reason for belieying that the Duke of 
Monmouth lodged here, during one of his progresses amongst 
the gentlemen of the west of England ; but no specific notioe 
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of this dronmstanoe has yet been met with. Upon taking np 
the floor of one of the apartments in 1851, a carious discovery 
was made of a beautiful court sword of Spanish steel, which 
Mr. Moulton gave to the late Captain Palairet, of Woolley 
Orange, near Bradford. Along with it were found some 
fragments of horse equipage, holsters, ftc. ; and a quantity of 
ancient deeds and papers, chiefly relating to the Hall family 
and their property, in and near Bradford [and still in the 
possession of Mr. John Moulton.] As a sequel to the history of 
Eangston House, we introduce the substance of them in the 
two following schedules. Number 17 in Schedule 2, will be 
found to contain evidence that the property in Bath, now 
belonging to Earl Manvers, was derived to his family from the 
same source as Kingston House, the HaIiLS of Bradford. 

Sc^uU I. 

Abstract of Iultdx and English Dbbdb nsLATiNa ghinflt 
TO Lands of Hall and Boobbb, found undbb a gabbbt 

FLOOB, IN BBPAIBINa KINGSTON HOUSB, 1861. 

1. Charter of Agnes de Bunewoode granting to William de 
Forde son of John de Forde, Clerk, (sic), all her right in 
Schortorofte near Forde, and all her land in the town of 
Forde, near the land of John and Nicholas de Forde, for 
the annual payment of Twopence and a }Ib of pepper. 
Witnesses, Reginald de Buteler, John de Bosco, Bichard 
de Ba, William France, John his son, Bobert de Linton, 
Soger de Bunewode, and others. [No daU, but probably 
Hen. III.— Seal destroyed.] 

2. Charter of Margaret de Bunewode granting to John Clerk 
as a marriage portion with her Daughter Juliana half of 
her lands in Forde with messuage, &c., and a croft on the 
south side of Homcroft, at the annual rent of a pair of 
gloves, and one farthing, and to the Lord of the Fee a lb. 
of pepper. Witn., Sir Walter^ of Chaldefeld, Martin then 

1 Walter of Ohalfield ii mentioned m Pfttron of the Beotory 1806-9 (9 
Bdw. n.) (WUts InstitatloBs). 
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Parson of Ohaldefelde, Walter then Parson of ths other 
Ghaldefeld, Bobert^ de Ohaldfeld, Olerk, Henry de 
Mochesam, William de Mugeworth, (?) Wm. his son, 
William de Porta, and others. INo date or $eal; but 
probably Een. III. or Ed. L Endorsed " Deed of MairgatrU 
de BowooD "]. 

3. Charter of William Clerk of Walton, (Co. Sonmreet) 
oonfirming to Henry Peohe and Margaret his wife, a half 
acre of meadow and appnrts; in Portesherede (Portiehead) 
lately bought of John de Vele and Isabel his wife. 
[Temp. Edw. II. but no date or 8eat\ . 

4. Charter of Thomas Devedatmz oonfirming to William *'de 
AolA " (Hall) and Katharine his wife and Thomas their 
son an aore of arable land in the South Field of firadford, 
for the rent of one farthing. Witn., Adam Vioar of 
Bradford, John Basset, Nicholas the Dyer, Gilbert the 
Smith,' Wm. Pyle. [No date or eeoL^But temp. Ed. 11.^ 

5. Indented charter of John Carpenter of Bradeway oon- 
firming to ThoB. Oramary of Marleberge all his land 
without Marlborough, which he had of Edward son of 



A Robert of Bionghton wm Beotor of Gt. Ohalflald in 1808. (WUts. Init.) 
• Tho two following Deeds (part of the Weetlej OoUeotion Utelj given to 

the Society) relating to Bradford, evidently belong to this period, 
1. OmnibnB, Ac., Robert de Wylmydon, Olerk, grants to Agnes danghter 
of Beatrix daughter of William Snllene a Messoage Ac., at the head 
of Bradford Bridge, with a ourtilage adjacent, and extending from 
the said Bridge to the wall of my new Ohamber, of the Burgage which 
formerly belonged to Robert of Wylmyndon my Father, &o. 'W%' 
nesses, Sir John de Holte, WiUiam de la Sale, John Basset, Gilbert to 
Smith, Nicholas the Dyer, and others. [No date hut probably Edm. 
II. SMltomcff.] 

9. Enow all men that I John de Holte Kt. hare given Ac. to Robert de 
Wylmyndon for 100s. a messuage Ac. in Bradeford lying between the 
tenement of James Carpenter and that which Reginald D'osilot holds 
of the Abbess of Shaftesbury. Also a tenement between that of 
Reginald, and that of Hugh Potel. Witnesses, John de OomerweU 
Kt., John de Bradeford, John de Hainault, William de Aula (HaU)^ 
Walter de Ohaudefeld (ChalflM), Stephen de U Slade, John Basset, 
John de Murtlegh, John de Wolvelegh (WooUey), and others. [No 
daU btU probably Edw. IL Seal in black waxpirfiet. (M a 8hiM 
ieomSs of flours dsly»3 liano rampant. On the Ugond *< JoHinnB ua 
Hoiffs"]. 
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Biohard Clerk, opposite ihe King's gaorden. Bd. Walkeby 
on N. and Thos. Olerk of Clatford on S. To pay ^tb. of 
cummin at MichsBlmas, and 6d. annually at the Mass of 
the B. V. M. in the Church of St. Peter of M. Wit., 
Stephen Fromund, then Constable of the Castle of Marl- 
borough, Nicholas de Hamper^ Sampson de Berewyke, 
Peter the Parchment-maker, and other Parishioners. 
[Temp, Edw. L Seal gone.] 

6. Indented Charter of Walter Fayrohild of Wroxhall, 
(South WraxtuM), granting to Alice la Loohe for 40b., a 
house in W. which was his grange ; and a curtilage called 
Wytherhey, and a croft which he had of John de 
Comerwelle (Oumberwell near Bradford). Also Clifcroft, 
and Bradecroft, and a croft above Hanedeye between the 
land of Boger de Berleye and Bogere le Qredere. paying 
13d. per ann. to the Lord Prior and Convent of Farleye, 
viz., at Hockeday 12d. and at Michalmas Id. To John 
de Forde l^d. and to said Walter Id. Witn., Sir John de 
Comerwelle, Et., Bogere de Berleye, John de Bedel, 
Boger Alwyne and others. [Temp, Edw. L Seal gone,] 

7. Charter of Bobert Oemeys of Buddebury, confirming to 
Wm. de AuU (Hall) of Bradford, and Katharine his wife, 
for 20s., a piece of land in Berefeld, called Oarston, bet. 
the land of John de Asselegh [Ashley] and John de Brad- 
ford, and nigh Buddebury Wood. Wit., Sir John de Holte, 
Sir John de Comerwelle, Kt., Walter de Chaldfeld, John 
Basset, &c. [The date and seal gone; but temp, Edw. L] 

8. (1316). Quitclaim of Bobert le Knyzt and Matilda his 
wife to Wm. de Bradford and Katharine his wife, of land 
held of W. de B. in Portisheued, with Fisheries. Dated 
Bristol. << Tuesday after Feast of St. Augustine First 
Bishop of England." [8 and 9 Ed. 11. Endmsed ** The 
Fischynge at BristoV] 

9. (1316). Judgment of Becovery at Sarum to Thos. son of 
W^rin Mauduit and Bobert Seal in the sum of 20s. from 
John Waspail, 10 Edw. II. 

10. (1324). Charter of Beginald de U Sale of Bradford, 
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oonfinning to Bogar le Wolmanger and Matilda his wife a 
meosaage, Ao., near «le ProTendere" (the market f) 3 
acres in Woolflege field (WoolUy), 1 in Eingsfield bet. the 
land of the Sector of Bradford, and Mowat's, 1 acre on 
west side of the Moor, near Wm. le Vignnr's land. For 
the rent of a rose. Beversion to Sir Thomas my Brother, 
Sector of Porteshead. Witn., John de Bradley, John 
Basset, John de Mugworthley and others. Dated Brad- 
ford, 18. Edw. II. [Imprenicm of seal of white wax ^one.] 

11. (1S26). John Waspail of Smalebrook confirms to Adam 
le Threscher of Bishopstrow an acre in le Mersche, for his 
sendee daring life. Sent, 12 silver pence. Dated 
Bishopstrow, 19 Edw. II. Wit., Sobert Swaynge, Osbert 
Gostelyn, Ad. Gh>scelin, Atte Mnlle, Wm. Wyneband, te. 
[Seal of white wax, but impreeeian gone.] 

12. (1271). Quitclaim from Isabella widow of Soger Eentisse. 
dan, of Wm. Walwayn of Tral (Trowle), to Peter de Tral 
son of Bich. Walwayn her brother, of her right in a 
messuage, &c., wh. Walter the Miller held in Trd. Eor 
rent of 12d. and 20b. paid. This quitclaim was made in 
the Church of Trowbridge, before all the Parishioners : 
Sunday aft. Ascension, 3. Edw. I. Witn., Thomas de 
Tuderigge, Walter the Miller, Wm. of the Well "{At^ 
wellj " of Monkton Farley, ito, [Seal gone,] 

18. (1328). Indented Charter of Seginald, son and heir ot 
Wm. de Bradeford, confirming to Margaret who was wife 
of Thos. SVankeleyn of Batwell, all the messuage wh. 
Walter le Way held in Porteshead. Wit., Wm. de 
Capenore, Peter Tilly, Bryan le Frye, Philip of Bradford, 
John de Gapellft, Ac. Dated Portishead, 1. Edward HE. 
'* The sd. Margaret not to marry without consent : if she 
does the premises to be forfeited." 

11. (1329). Indented Charter of Seginald de la Bale of 
Bradford: granting to Thomas his Brother, a messuage 
Ac., late Elizabeth la Bret's in Porteshead. 60s. Sent. 
Also 24s. Sent yearly m Bradford, 2. E. III. 

16. (1329). Indented Charter of Seginald de Bradford con- 
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firming to Biohard Oaphaw (or Caphode) and Joan his 
wife and Isabella their dan., a tenement, Ac., in Frog- 
merestreet, late held of him by Henry de Baa. Dated at 
Bradford, 2. E. III. [The house is described as lying 
between that of Thomas Mey, and the way which leads 
from the Chu/reh of St Olcm towards the Mill : the land 
called <'Beyeland" and in << Eingfield."] Witn., John 
Basset, John Gibbes, Richard Poyntz, Wm. Pylke, 
Nicholas the Dyer, Ac. [Seal g(me.'\ 

16. (1380). Indented Charter of John le Semple of Marle- 
berge and Blena his wife granting to Margaret lato wife 
of John de Btanbome of M. a tenement in M., with a 
cartilage '* as far as the Ditch." Dated at M., 4. E. III. 
Witn., Wm. de Bammeshalle, then Oonstable of the 
Oastle of Marlb., Bichard de Brai, then Mayor, Walter 
Oiyes, Henry le Denere, then Prefects of the Town, Wm. 
Atweld, Ac. 

17. (1333). The same parties grant to Matilda, formerly wife 
of Boger Hogeby of Marlborongh a Tent, in M. " opposite 
the steps of the Oemetory of St. Peter's Oh." Witn., as 
above, and Bobert Eathecate, Edmund le Man, wardens 
of the said town. Dated at M., 7 Edw. HI. 

18. (1336). Indented qnitdaim of Laorence de Montfort, son 
and heir of Alexander de M., to James de Trowbrigge, for 
his life, 60s. of ann. rent, wh. James holds in Okebonrn 
Meysi. Wit., Thos. Delamere, John de Montfort, John 
Delamere, Bobert de Nony, Henry son of John de M., 
Bobert Admotos, &o. Dated at Nony (Nnnney) on Feast 
of St. George the Martyr, 9 Edw. Ill, (April 23). [On 
a seal of fohite wax — a Bend, Ermine.] 

19. (1336). Joan dan. of John de Bnddebary qnitelaims to 
John de la Slade a Tenement wh. Peter Fooke held of 
Stephen de la Slade and Joan his dan. in Bradford. 
Wit., John de Bradley, Qeorge de Percy, John Basset, 
John Oylbys, Bioh. Poyntz, &o. Dated Bradford, Friday 
before St. Aldhelm, 10 Edw. m. [Seal gone.] 
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30. (1330). James Walwayn of Trol qnitobdms to Biohard 
his son all his right to lands in Trol and Holte, and in the 
Bailiwick of the Bedelry of the Court of Farleigh.^ Wit.. 
John of Bradleghe, Nicholas de Wyke, &c. Dated at 
Trol, 14 Edw. II. [A tmaU seal of red wax^ on which a 
device; a crou and flower.] 

31. (1S41). Deed of obligation by which John Oorp, ct 
Tnrlinge {Twley, near Bradford) and Isolda his wife are 
bound to John Basset of Bradford in £6 sterling, to be 
paid in the Church of the Holy Trinity at Bradford. 
Dated at B., 16 Edw. UI. ^Seal gone.^ 

32. (1342). Quitclaim from Wm. Iwen of Thanestone 
(ThouUton, near WamUmter ?) to John Wyther of La 
Penne of a croft of land near Golden grove at Chaldecotte. 
Witn., Biohard Danesy, Nicholas Fitzwarren, Wm. de 
Grimsted, Walter de Bherenton, John le Gol. Dated at 
La Penne, 16 E. III. 

23. (1351). Warrant of Attorney from James Norris : 
appointing Thos. Harald of Stodeleigh (near Trowbridge) 
and Wm. Daunteseye of Trowbridge his Atts. to place 
Wm. Stodeleigh his kinsman in possn. of tenements at 
Okeboume Meysi. Dated Trowbridge, 25 E. III. 

24. (1361). Warrant of Attorney from Margaret Abbess of 
Shaftesbury and the Convent there, to Bob. Dychford : to 
place Thos. Skathloke and Edith dau. of Eoger le Porter 
in possn. of a messuage in Lygh (Bradford-Leigh) and 
Wroxhale within their Manor of Bradford. Dated 
Shaftesbury, 26 E. III. [Seal of the Benedictine Nunnery 
of Shaftesbv/ry, Co. Dorset. Dedicated first to the B. V. 
Mary, and afterwards to St. Edmund, King and Martyr. 
Part of the legend is left. "... JjBA mabib tu nobis aux 

OTI BDWABDI BBGIB BT MABTTBIS "]. 

25. (1350). Indenture between Philip Pilk and Agnes his 
wife, and Nicholas le Webbe and Christina his wife, 
whereby to the latter are granted a messuage and appurts. 

^ *< Et in BaUlTa Bodelrie Curie de Fsdeigh.*' 
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in Bradford. Wit., Thos. Atte HaUe, Nieholas Gibbes, 
Tho8. Pilk, Thos. Ledbeter, Ac. Dated Bradford, Xtmas 
Eve, 30 £. III. ISeal gme.'] 

26. (1356). Indented Charter of Nicholas Atte Blade and 
Joan his wife, confirming to Wm. Perham and Katharine 
his wife an acre, fte. in Bradford, lying in Eingsfield. 
4d. Bent. Wit., Thos. Atte Halle, John Besyles, Oeo. 
Vincent, Nioh. Gibbes, John de Ashlegh. Dated Bradford 
80 E. m. [Seal gone.'] 

27. (1360). Same Parties confirm to Thos. Middleton and 
Matilda his wife another piece in Eingsfield. Id. Bent. 
Dated at B., 84 E. m. [Same witnessee.'] 

28. (1363). Court Boll of Wm. Waspayl, held at Smalebrooke, 
37 E. III. [The left tide of the original eaten by rats.'] 

29. (1366). Belease from John Folevyle and Margery his 
wife, to Thos. Harald of Stodleye (near Trowbridge) 
relating to a Tenement late Wm. Atte Fenne's formerly 
husband to Margery in Fontel Episeopi, Co. Wilts. 
Witn., Bobert Delamere, John de Edyndone, Philip 
Fitzwaryn, Ets., John Mareys, Wm. Atte Glyre, Thos. 
Gore, ftc. Dated Edyndon, 10 April, 40 E. III. [Frag- 
ments of 2 seals on a single tie appended : on the upper one, 
(probably the arms of Folevyle) per fees, ermine and or : 
a cross.] 

80. (1371). Charter of John Seine, son and heir of Stephen 
Solne, confirming to Sir John Gyle, Vicar of Bradford,^ 
and Sir John de Mydylton, Chaplain, an acre of arable 
land in Bradford, bet. the land of John Walwayne and 
Balph Atte Watte. Wit., Sir Philip Fitzwaryn, Et., 
Thomas Hungerford, Thos. Gore, John Wasohley, and 
Thos. Atte Forde. Dated Bradford, Sunday, Feast of St. 
Margaret the Virgin, 46 Edw. III. 

31. Indented Charter of John de Freshforde, Lord of 
Freshforde, granting to Philip de F/ye and Alice his wife 
lands, late held by Elyas de Noreys, 2 acres being next 

& John OiU, v. of Bradloid, 1849. (WUti Intt.) 
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the Park wall of Hentoii,! 1 upon Biggeley, and | an aere 
in Putlonde, i an acre against land of the Beotory of 
Freshford, 1 bet. Sector's land and Robert Parsone's, also 
against Brockholes and Chysemeade. Alice, Margaret 
and Philip, children of P. Frye. Wit., Biohard Atto 
Bridge, John Peyt. [Probably Sich. IL: but the Deed 
much mutilated,] 

Sa. (1380). Deedof Attorney, Alice de Wilde appoints Walter 
de Forde, and John Godman of Farleigh her Attomies to 
put Walter Moloyter (?) and Margaret his wife in possn. 
of land in Wrozale. Dated at Farley (Monktan F.), 4 B. 
n. [Seal gone.] 

S3. (1381). Indented Charter of John, Lord of Freshforde, 
son and h. of Reginald de F. granting to Thos. Burgeis 
and Agatha his wife and John their son a messuage called 
Wodeplace in F., and a road in Templewood, leading to 
his house, for driying his cattle to field, lately held by 
Hugh Mason. Bent 6s. and 2 capons at Michmas. 
Excepting Begal Service at his Court at Freshford. 
Witn., John Orompe, John Atte Hsdle, John Bengoe, John 
Bateman, Bich. Atte Brigge. Dated Freshforde, 29 June, 
6 B. II. [Seal gone.] 

34. (1381). Charter of Thomas Atte Forde, granting to John 
Aldeburgh, Sector of Combe Hawey, and John Videln a 
Mess, and 26 acres, late of John le £yr and Alice his wife, 
in la Forde, in the Tithing of la Lye. Wit., John Ashley, 
John Percy, Bob. de Barton, Nicholas Atte Slade. Dated 
Bradford^ 6 Bich. II. [Seal of St Nicholas performing 
the miracle on the children in the Tub.] 

86. (1381). Charter of Nicholas Slade conceding to Adam 
Atte Welle, John Midilton, Chaplains, Nicholas Boteler, 
and Bichard Myson, a Cottage, &c. late Gregory Vele's in 
Slade. Witn., Thos. Atte Halle, John Ashlegh, Ac. 
Dated at Bradford, 6 B. II. 



iHinton Ohartarhouaa Abbey. 
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36. (1389). Quitclaim from Oioely Barbara, to Adam Smyth 
and Alioe his wife of a Tenement at Marlborough, between 
the Oildehall and Baker's. Sealed with the common seal 
of Marl. Witn., Wm. Hasthrope, Et„ then Constable of 
the Oastle of M. ; Bobert Warner, Mayor ; Bd. Pottone, 
Peter Baldry, John Norewyn, and Henry Broysebois, 
Overseers (" pra^positis ") of the said Town, 20 April, 12 
B. II. ^Portion of the seal of the Town of Marlorough left 
— ii oastle and '* -lanA . . c."] 

37. (1390). Quitclaim from John Videln to Thos. Atte Forde : 
of 24 acres in La Lyghe in Parish of Bradford: which 
J. V. and John Aldeburgh late Parson of Oombe Hawey 
had of the gift of Thos. Wit., Thos. Atte Halle, John 
Percy, &c. Dated Bradford, IViday before Feast of St. 
Nicholas, 14 B. U. ^On a seal* I *.] 

38. (1408). Indented charter: John Freshford grants to 
Bobert Haseldene and Agnes his wife a messuage at 
Freshford for 6 years. Wit., John Atte Brigge, Wm. 
Keys, Ac. Dat. Freshford, 10 H. lY. ISeai gone,'] 

89. (1410). Quitclaim of Thos. Stokes, Bector of St. Andrew's, 
Winefeld^ (Winhfield) to Thos. Donne, of all actions, Ac. 
Dated at Lewes, 12 H. lY. [No seal Uft.] 

40. (1414). Wm. Botyler and John Mascall, Clerk, and John 
Waache to Biohard Slade of Legh nr. Bradford, Co. 
Wilts, and Edith his wife, an annual Bent of Os. 8d. from 
lands of John and Margaret Shepherd in Farleyghswyke^ 
Witn., Walter Hungerford, Wm. Chayny, Kts., Wm. 
Besile, Beginald Halle, &c. Dated Leyghe, 15 January, 
1H.V. 

41. (1418), Indenture at Marlborough, 6 H. V. bet. Beginald 
Halle of Bradforde and Bobert Longe on one part, and 
Agnes WaJwey late wife of John W. respecting a cottage 
and 2 acres in the Fields of Okeboume Moysy. Beversion 
to heir of B. and E. [Part of a seal, with " T."] 

trhamsm Bftokw sppdntMl tp BMtovy ol W<^1408. (WUfts List.) 
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43. (1424). Charter of (Domims) Sir Wm. Mery and Jobn 
Waker of Aldryngion, granting u> Walter Lycham and 
Emma his wife of Aldyngton, all the lands, Ac. which 
they lately held of gift of W. Lyoham. Wit., John Herl, 
Wm. Bovetone, John Tanner, Nioholaa — ody, John 
Proohe. Dat. Aldryngtone, F. of St. Bdmond E. and M., 
Nov. 22, 8 Henry VI. 

43. (1425). Indented charter of Wm. Besyle son and heir of 
W. B. of Bradford : granting to Soger Trewbody, lands, 
late Bich. Walwayn's in Troll, or elsewhere, in Hundred 
of Melksham and Bradford. Dat. Troll, 20 June, 3 H. 
VI. [On seal, a rose above a heart.] 

44. (1438). Charter of Wm. Beauchamp, Et. and Elizabeth 
his wife, relating to Alice Dent and her heirs, a meadow 
called Le Parrok, in the common meadow of BastledenOi 
between Sener's and Oraas's, 12 H. VI. [Two seals : on 
the first — A Fess bet. 6 martlets. Supporters 2 Swans. 
Crest, a Swan's head couped at the neck issuing out of a 
ducal coronet— Bbauohamp. On the second — 3 dice dotted.] 

46. (1437). Indented Charter of Wm. Beyntgeorge, Esq. and 
Joan his wife, granting to Thos. Halberd and Edith his 
wife, Bynehayes in Trol, between a close of the Abbess of 
Shaftesbury and John Wilshote's. Wit., Thos. Hail, 
Wm. Besile, Nicholas Hall, Ac. Dated Feast of St. 
Richard, (Ap. 8) 16 H. 6. 

46. (1439). Indenture at Southbrome, Co. Wilts, 18 H. VI. 
bet. John Fyton Esq. and Thos. Norton of S., about lease 
of lands at Sherborne, Co. Dorset, and at Lavington, 
Mershetone, Poteme, Vysewyke, Sterte, Eston, Oanynges 
Episcopi. 

47. (1463). Beceipt of One Penny from John Oawen at a 
Court at Bradford, 32 H. VI. in ISth year of the Lady 
Edith Bonham, Abbess in the time of Wm. CarentCi 
Steward, for a garden. [Tenement of Henry Longge 
mentioned.] 

48. (1464). Indenture bet. John Oale of Westbury, Wilts, 
and Wm. Smyth of Bradford and Edith his wife and John 
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their son, 2 Tenements in B., 1 in Sleny Street, between 
the Ten. of Henry Longe Esq. and Wm. Pylks. The 
other in same St. bet. the Ten. of Bob. Lord Hnngerford, 
and Tho8. Halls's Esq. Witn., Wm. Tonker, N. Halle, 
83 H. VI. 

49. (1460). Power of Atty. by John Stringer to John Baskett 
to put Nioh. Hall and Thos. Soger in possn. of a tenement 
called Danntesey, in the parish of Twynyho and Wellowe, 
89 H. VI. [Alto Bradley in Welhw.] 

60. (1462). Bond of John Lynne of Wilton, nr. New Bamm, 
lynnewever, to Thos. Norton in lOOs., 2 E. IV. 

51. (1472). Indented Charter. Nioh. Halle Esq. to Wm. 
and Eliz. Ooscombe of Marlborough his granary in M. 
Witnesses, John Mermyn, Mayor ; Bd. Austin and John 
Spioer, Ck)n8tables; John Eema and Thos. A went, Bailifib; 
Bioh. Ady, John Sylvester, Under-BailLBs ; Bob. Somer- 
fyld, Ac., 12 Edw. IV. [On seal " LH.Sr with a oroum 
over it.] 

52. (1486). Power of Atty. by Wm. Bogers, Esq. of 
Bradford, to Henry Whitington and John Jordane to 
enter on lands in B. and Troll and deliver possn. to John 
Horton and Wm. Eente.— 1 Maroh, 2 B. III. 

63. (Hen. VII). Bond of John Fripp and Bobert Stormy, 

keepers of the Goods of of Bradford, and Walter 

Erydy, in £100. [Very illegible.] 

63.* (1602). Boyal Pardon and Bevooation of Outlawry, for 
Thomas Hall in the Fleet Prison, 18 H. VII. {tram, 
from Latin) :— " Henry, &o. To all Bailiffs, &o. Enow 
that since John Turberville, Et., in our court before 
Thos. Wode, Et., and other Justices of the Bench, by our 
writ impleaded Thomas Hall, lately of Bradford, Oo. 
Wilts, gentleman, of a debt of £100: And the said 
Thomas in that he came not to answer the demand, Ac., 
was placed in our court of Outlawry in London, and was 
then fully outlawed as fully appeareth by the tenor of a 
Becord and Process of Outlawry which we caused to 
come before us in our Chanoelry: And now the said 
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Thomas has surrenddred himself at our Prison the Fleet 
before our present Justices aforesaid, and remains in the 
said Prison, as onr beloved Thos. Frowyk onr Ohief 
Jnstioe in the same Benoh has certified to as at car 
Command in our aforesaid Ghanoelry : We moved by pity 
have Pardoned to the sd. Thomas the Outlawry aforasd. 
and grant our peace to him for the same. So that 
nevertheless he may appear in our Oourt, if the aforesaid 
John shall desire to speak with him touching the debt 
above mentioned. In Testimony, &c., we have caused 
these our Letters to be made patent. Teste meipao at 
Westminster, 16 October. [A fine impreseion of the Qreal 
8eai of England in white toax, but legend gone,] 

54. (1513). Warrant from John West, one of the Justices of 
Peace of Oo. Wilts to Constables, Ac., for apprehension 
of John Nores of Bradford; John James, weaver, and 
Margaret his wife, having exhibited Articles of the peace 
against him; and to be taken to Fisherton Anger gaol, 
"danger permitting," 5 H. VIII. [SecU gone^ and no 
signatwre.] 

55. (1514). Bond of John Hoone of Lacock, " bowchere," to 
Wm. Eyngton, of Atford, husbandman, in £20, 6 H. Vm. 

66. (1623). Indenture (English) Wm. Bayley of the Ley in 
Par. of Bradford, leases to Wm. (Dunwyn or) Ounwyn of 
Wynsley a house called the oo house. Witn., Wm. 
Bogers, John Steynwode, &c. 10 Sep., 15 H. VIII. 

67. (1628). Mem. John Halse appeared at a Court, 20 H. 
VIU., and reod. late Foxe's Tenement. 

68. (1644). Memd. at Oourt of Anthony Bogers, Esq. and 
Anne his wife, held at Holte, 36 H. VIII. Bd. Ohapman 
reed, land in Holte. 

69. (1646). Indenture (English) Anthony Bogers, Bsq. of 
Bradford leases to Bd. Drewis of Holte, the Park, 
Lowsley, Holes, in Holt, and a Tent, in Little Holt. 
To sue at Bogers's court at Holte, 37 H. VIII. [On seal 

I ♦ B ♦.] 
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60. (1546). Memd. at Cioiirt of Anthony Sogers, Esq. held 
at Bradford, S7 H. VIII. Edw. Eyng, reod. tenement in 
Tollene Bt. for life, [f Tolleve « Tooley Street'] 

61. (1646). Indenture /^English) between Anthony Bogers of 
Bradford, and Bobert Graunt, Yeoman, granting a oloee 
in B., 23 Oet., 88 H. VHI. 

62. (1661). Indenture (EngUih) Anthony Bogen of B. Ehsq., 
lets to Walter Oraunt his land in Oomberwell. lOs. Bant. 
6 Bdw. Yl. 

68. (1663). Indented Deed witnessing that Bryan Lyle son 
of Lancelot Lyle late of Eympton (near Ludgershall) do. 
Bouthamp. Esq., is boond apprentice to Wm. Blanke, 
Citizen and Haberdasher of London for the learning of 
his art for 9 years, I Mary. ^On teai a merchant'e mark.] 

64. (1666). Anthony Bogers of B. Esq., bound in £10 to 

Nicholas Badiche of West Lockeridge, do. Berks, 24 

April, 1 and 2 Phil, and Mary. 
66. (1666-6). At Oourt of A. Bogers and Anne, of Brad, and 

Holt. (2 and 8 Phil, and M.) Nicholas, son of Wm. 

Webbe of B. appeared, to retain 2 tenements. 

66. (1666). Indenture 22 July, 2 and 8 Phil, and Mary : 
Anth. Bogers, Esq. and John Druce of Ashley, in the 
Hund. of Bradford, abt. a dose. Signed " by me Anthony 
Bogers." 

67. Mem. of Oourt of A. Bogers and Anne, abt. a Tenement. 

68. (1668). Thos. HaU of Bradford, bound in £100 to John 
Dauntesey of West Lavington, 12 Sept., 6 and 6 Phil, and 
M. John Dauntesey, Esq. held by demise from Wm. 
Hall, Esq., ''FoUeys," ''Chancellors," ''Deacons," and 
" Stanford," closes in West Layington). Signed " by me 
Thos. HaUe." 

69. (1662). Bond of Thos. Hall, in £1000, to Anthony 
Bogers, Esq., 17 June, 4 Eliz. 

70. (1668). Anthony Bogers, Esq., bound in £20 to Wm. 
Chapman of Vtome Selwood, 17 April, 6 Blis. 

71. DtipUoate. ^ , 
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72. (1662). Indenture (English) John Basset of Apea 
Wytham in Parish of Newchurch Wytham, Isle of Wight, 
about a £100 in which Anthony Sogers, Esq., is bound to 
him, 10 Deo., 5 Eliz. [Seal gone.] 

73. (1564). Anthony Sogers, of B. bound to John Horton of 
Westwood Go. Wilts, gent., in £40, 6 Oot. 6 Eliz. [These 
deeds a/re cut through in several places, as a mark of bUng 
cancelled. And to the repayment endorsed, there are 10 
witnesses*] 

74. (1668). Indenture between Walter Bush of Bradley, 
Wilts, gent., and Wm. Horton of Iforde, gent., on 1st 
part; Anthony Rogers, Esq., of 2nd; about a debt of 
£80 13s. 4d., 26 March, 11 EUz. 

75. (1672). John Hall of B. bound in £200 to Thomas 
Terbury of B. clothier, 21 Nov., 16 Eliz. (£100 to be 
paid to Antony Piccaring of Troll.) 

76. (1679). Do. to Thos. Walleye of Frome, Som. : Clothier, 
in £10, 21 April, 21 Eliz., " to be paid in the South Poroh 
of the Parish Ohuroh of Trowbridge." 

77. (1592). Indenture bet. Andrew Oolthurst of Stony 
Littleton, Go. Som. Esq., and Thos. Abyam of Bath. 
Innholder, lease of Broadmead in Witoombe, 21 Deo., 85 
Eliz. 

78. (1618). John HaU of Bradford. Bond of £200 to Bob. 
Fry of Bath, 19 Oct., 16 Jas. Wit., by Michael Stokes.^ 

79. (1614). Edw. Wainford of Trowbridge, tipler, Martin 
Wimpye of do., taylor, and Anthony Bundell, of do. 
weaver; bound in £100 to the King; not to dress or 
suffer to be dressed any Flesh in E. Ws. house during the 
time of Lent, 9 March, 11 Jas. I. 

80. (1617). Indenture f^n^^tsA; John HaU, Esq. of Bradford, 
lets to John Ghambury of Southstoke : Odwood Down,^60 
acres, in Witcombe; also Beechlawn as it hath been 
accustomed to be enjoyed in the winter for the Hoggs 
Flocke of Lyncombe. (Elizabeth, wife of John Hall), 10 
March, 14 Jas. I. 

^liiohael Stokei, BMtor of Varleigh-Hwigirford. 1699^1641. 
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Amongst some loose seals also found, were a goat's head 
ensed holding a thistle in his mouth, and an 
displayed preying upon a fish, legend illegible. 



Indbx of Placbs befbbkbd to 

No. of 

DMd 

Aldrjmgton, - - - - 42 

Ashley 66 

Bastledene 4d 

Beechlavm 80 

Berfield in Bradford, - 7 

Bradecroft 6 

Bradford, Oo. Wilts, 4, 10, 

15, 19, 24, 25, 26, 27, 30, 

87, 48, 47, 48, 52, 53, 60, 

65, 66, 67 

Broekholes 81 

Bynehayes 45 

Canynges Episoopi, - - 46 

Ohdldecotc 22 

Ohystmead 81 

OUferoft 6 

Gomberwell, .... 62 
Danntesey, in West 

Lavington, - - - - 49 

Parleigh Wick, - . - 40 

Farleigh, Bedelry of - 20 
Freshford,- - - - S3, 38 

Fontel Episoopi, - - - 29 
Ford, - - - - 1, 2, 34 

"Qarston," - - - - 7 

Ooldengrove, - . - - 22 

Henton 81 

Holte, 20, 58, 59, 61, 65, 67 

Holte Parra, - - * - 59 

Homcroft 2 

Lavington, - - - - 46 



IN THB DbBDS ABOVB OIYBN. 

No. of 
Deed 

Lousley Holes - - - 69 
Lye, Lyghe - - • - 84 

Lygh, 24, 37 

Marlborough, 16, 17, 36, 41 

51 
Melksham, .... 43 

Mershton, 46 

Odtaood Down • • ^ 80 
Ogboum Moysy, or 

Meysy, - - -18, 23, 41 
Portishead, - 3, 8, 13, 14 

Pattern 46 

Putlamd 81 

Beveland 16 

Sarum, New, - - - - 9 

Shartcroft I 

Blade, 35 

Sherborne, Dorset - - 46 
Smallbrook, - - - - 28 
Southbroom, Wilts, - - 46 
Sterte Eston .... 46 
Stony Littleton, - - - 77 
Templewood, - - - - 83 
Trol or Tral, 12, 20, 48, 45, 52 

Twynyho 49 

Vysewyke, ... - 46 

Wellow 49 

West Lavington - - - 65 
Widcombe, Co. Som., 80, 77 
WroxhaU (South) 6, 24, 32 
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Indbx of Nambs of Pbbsons, mentionbd ih thb Dbbdb 

ABOVB QIVBN. 



No. of 
Deod 

Abyam, Bath, - - - 77 
Adam, BiBhopBtrow- - 11 
Aldebargh, Beetor of 

Oombhay, - • - 34, 87 
AttoFenne, - - - - 29 
Atte Forde, - - • 34, 87 
Atte Blade, * - - 26, 27 
Atte Well, (Ohapn.)- - 85 
Aal&, Wm. de, - - 4, 7 
Barbure, - - - - 
Baacat, of Apse Wytham, 72 

Baskette, 49 

Basset, of Bradford, - 21 
Bayly, of Legh, - - - 66 
Beanohamp, Wm., Et., 44 
Besyle, Wm.,- - - - 43 

Blanke, 63 

Bonham, Lady Bdith 

Abbess of Shaston, • 47 

Boteler, 35 

Botyler, 40 

Bourton, 47 

Bradford, Katharine - 47 
Beginald de 16, 13 



Wm.de 
Bret, ... - 
Budbury, - - - 
Bnnewood, Agnes, 
Maria, 
Barges, Agatha, - 
John, 
ThoB., - 
Bushe, of Bradley, 
Osfhaw, Joan, - 



8 
14 
19 
1 
2 
33 
33 
33 
74 
16 



No. of 
DMd 

Gaphaw, Isabella - - 16 

Bichard, - - 16 

Carpenter, John, - - 6 

Chalfield, Walter of, - 2 

Martin, Parson 

of ditto - - a 

Chapman, Frome, 61, 70, 71 

Charnbory, .... 80 

Clerk, Bdw., .... 5 

John, .... 2 

Wm. of Walton, 3 

Colthnrst, Andrew, - • 77 

Corp, of TorUng, - - 21 

Cosoombe, Eliz., - - 61 

Wm. - - - 61 

Cnttler, 67 

Dauntesey ,ofWest Laving- 

ton, John, . 68 
Wm.ofTrowb.,2S 

Delamere, Witness - - 18 

Dent, AUoe, .... 44 

Devedaunt, Thos., - - 4 

Donne, Thos., - - - 39 

Drewys, Ed., .... 69 

Dmoe, John, .... 66 

Eyr, Alioe, .... 34 

Johnle - - - - 34 

Farleigh, Prior of, - - 6 

Fayrehild, of Wroxhall 6 
Freshforde, John, Lord 

of . - - 31, 33 

Beginald de - 33 

Folevyle, John, - - - 29 

Margery, • • 29 
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No. of 


No. of 


Deed 




Deed 


Pord, Wm. de, - - - 1 


Horton, Wm., of Iford, 


74 


Walt., - . - - 32 


Hulberd, Edith, - - - 


46 


Pouke, Peter,- - - 


. - 19 


Thos., - - - 


46 


Poxe, John, - - • 


. - 67 


Hnngerford, - - - 80 


48 


Poxle, John de - - 


. - 9 


Ivel,Bob., 


9 


Pruikelyn, Marg., - 


. - 18 


Iwen,Wm.,of Thanestone, 22 


Preshford, John de, • 


. - 88 


James, Margaret, - - 


64 


Pry, of Bath, - - • 


- - 78 


John,* . - - 


64 


Prydy,Walt., - • 


. - 68 


Jordane, John, - - - 


62 


Prye, Alice, - - ■ 


. - 31 


Kendall, John, - - - 


62 


PhUip, . . . 


. - 81 


Kente, Wm., .... 


62 


Pyton, John, Esq. • 


■ . 46 


Eentisse, IsabeUa - - 


12 


Oawen, John - - 


■ - 47 


Enyght, Matilda, - - 


8 


Oayle, John, - - 


- - 47 


Bobert, - - • 


8 


John,ofWe8tbnry 48 


Kyng.,Edw.,. - - - 


60 


Oodman, of Parleigh, - 32 


Kyngton, Wm., Atford, 


66 


Gtemeys, Budbnry, - - 7 


Langge, Henry, - - - 


47 


Gramary, of Marlborough, 6 


Loohe, Alice la, - - - 


6 


Oraunt, B., Bradford, - 61 


Longe, Bobert, - - - 


41 


Walter, - - - 62 




42 


Ounwyn, Winsley, - • 66 


Walter, of Aid- 




Gyle, John,Vicar of Brad., 80 


rington, - - 


42 


Hall, of Bradford, 76, 76, 78, 


Lyle, Brian, of Eympton 


.68 


80 


Lyme, John, of Wilton, 


68 


Nicholas, do.,- 49, 61 


Mazall, John, Clerk, - 


40 


Beginald - - - 41 


Maudnit, Thos., son of 




Thomas, -68*, 68, 69 


Warin, 


9 


Halse, John, - - - - 67 


Midelton, John, ChapL, 


86 


Harald, Studley,- - 23, 29 


Mery, Sir Wm., - - - 


42 


Haaildene, Agnes, • - 88 


Thos., - - - - 


27 


Eobert, - - 88 


Middelton, Matilda,- - 


27 


Ha8thorpe,Wm.,Con8tabie 


Thos., - - 


27 


of Marlborough Castle, 36 


Midyltone, John, Chapln. 




Hogely, of Marlb., - • 17 


of Brad., .... 


30 


Hoone, John, Laoock, • 68 


Moloyter, ?,--.. 


82 


Horton,Bdw.,Westwood 78 


Margaret, 


82 


John, - - - 62 


Walter, - « 


82 
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No. of 


3 


Ho. at 




Deed 




DMd 


Montfoit, Laurence, 


- 18 


Slade, Rich., - - - - 


10 


Myson, Bd., - - - 


. 36 


Bmyth, Adam, - - - 


36 


Nony, James,- - - 


. 23 


AUoe, - - - 


36 


Nores, John, - - - 


. 64 


Edith, - - . 


48 


Noreys, Eliz.,- - - 


- 31 


John,- - - - 


48 


Norton, Thos., - - 


46, 60 


Wm.,. . - - 


48 


Olleye, John, - - - 


- 67 


Bolne, John, . - - - 


ae 


Peohe, Hen., - - - 


- 3 


Btanboome, Marg., - - 


16 


Margar., - - 


- 3 


Stodelegh, Wm., - - 


33 


Perham, Eath., - - 


- 28 


Btokes, IJios., Rector of 




Wm., . - 


- 26 


Winkfield, .... 


39 


Pilk, PhiUp, . - . 


- 26 


Btokes, Mich., Rector of 




Agnes, - - - 


- 36 


Farley 


78 


Porter, Edith, - - 


- 24 


Stranger, John, - - - 


49 


Badiohe, Nich., - - 


- 64 


Tral, Peter de, - - - 


12 


Roger, Thos., - - - 


- 49 


Trewbody. Roger, - - 


43 


Wm., - - . 


. 62 


Tronbrigge, Jas. de,- - 


18 


Sogers, of Brad., 




Turbervyle, Bir John, - 


63* 


Anne, -58, 


66, 67 


Vele, Gregory, - - - 


36 


Anthony, 61, 


69, 60 


Videlon, John, - - 34, 


37 


62, 64, 67, 


69, 70 


Wacche, John, - - - 


40 


72, 74 




Wainford, Edw., - - 


79 


Enndell, Anthony, - 


- 79 


Waker, of Aldrington, - 


42 


Bale, Reginald de, - 


10, 14 


Walewayn, James, - - 


20 


Thos., - - - 


- 14 


Rich., - 12, 


30 


Sclade, John, - - - 


. 19 


Wm., - - 


12 


Steph., - - 


- 19 


Wallewayn, - . - . 


40 


Beyntgeorge, Wm., - 


- 46 


Wallys, Thos., Erome, - 


76 


Joan - 


- 46 


Warner, of Marlb., - - 


36 


Bhaftsbury, Abbess, - 


24, 46 


Waspail, - - - - 9, 


11 


Shepperd, Agnes, - 


- 40 


Wm., - - - 


38 


John, - - 


- 40 


Webb, Christina,- - - 


35 


Semple, Elena, - - 


16, 17 


Nicholas,- - - 


35 


John, - - 


16, 17 


Richd., - - - 


65 


Skatheloke, Thos., - 


- 24 


Wm., New Barum 




Blade, Edith, - - - 


- 40 


Mayor of, - - 


73 


Nioh., - - - 


- 86 


Wilshoto, John, - - - 

^ — > 


46 
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Naof 
Deed 


Mo. of 
Deed 


West, John, J.P., - 


- 64 


Wolmangre, Boger, - - 10 


Whityngton, H. - - 


- 52 


Walwey, Agnes, - - - 41 


Wilde, (?) AUoe le - 


. 82 


Wychford, Bob. de, - - 24 


Wimpye, - - - - 


. 79 


Wyther, John, - - - 22 


Wolmangrei Matilda 


- 10 


Yerbury, of Bradford, 


Bio., - 


. 10 


Thos., - ... 76 



Sc^e&uU II. 



Besides the deeds above given there were also found several 
loose and mutilated papers from which the following are 
extracts. 

1. {About 1466). Indenture between Oicely widow of John 
Barnard, Henry Bradley and Joan his wife (one of the 
daus. and heirs of John and Cicely) and Wm. Gore, jun., 
and Cicely his wife, (another of the daus. and heirs), . 
relating to lands in Lavington and Fiddington late 
belonging the said John and Cicely Barnard. [2fo date.'] 

2. (1466). A Latin Deed relating to the Monastery of St. 
Saviour and St. Bridget at Sion in the parish of Isleworth, 
Go. Midd., dated 6 and 6 Edw. IV., and witnessed by 
G^rge Nevill, Bishop of Exeter and Chancellor of 
England ; Thomas Bourchier, Archbishop of Canterbury ; 
Gtoorge, Duke of Clarence ; Richard, Duke of Gloucester ; 
Sir Walter Blount, Treasurer, and others; Elizabeth 
being Abbess. 

3. (1617). A release to James Horton, Clerk, and others, 
by John Eyre of Hullavington, of lands, &c., in Bremhill 
and Foxham late belonging to John Goldney, 7 July, 9 
Henry 8. 

4. (1637). Beoeipt signed by Christopher Willoughby of 
£4 10s. received by the hands of Osmond Hall, '' forling 
of dew to Alice my wy£fe on Phelippys day and Jakobbe 
last past." 
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6. (1669). An Agreement about the Tithes of the Paraoomga 
of Holt, between John Eyre (ChalfiM) and Thomas Hall, 
Esq. 

6. (1672). A receipt of 6 shillings Chief Bent paid by Mr. 
Hall of Bradford to the Liberty of the Dnohy of 
Lanoaster. 

7. Another of 8 shillings, paid by Mr. Thomas Hall as foar 
years rent for lands in Trowle : signed by Wm. Longe, 
Deputy Beceiver of the Duchy; and John Lydiard, 
Gteneral Treasurer. 

8. (1674). A Letter from Bobert Davis of High Hdbom, 
London, to his Brother in Law John Hall, Esq. 

9. (Elizabeth). A fragment containing notes of sales of land 
chiefly by the Oolthursts (who had been great purchasers 
of Bath Abbey Estates at the Dissohition), viz. : — 

7. Elis. Bdmand Coltburtt to Edw. Wynter, lands at GlaTarton 

near Bath. 

8, Elix. Thomas Ladlow to John Olemsnt, tenemonts at Ija- 

combe. 
8. Bill. Vioary to JeningSi the manor of Widoombe. 
16. Elis. Edmmid OoUhunt, te&ementf in Bath, to the Mayor 
and Citlsens. 
Do. to Franklyn, In do. 
19. Blia. Edmund Col tharst, tenements at Oharteriioiue ffinton, 

to Walter Hungerford. 
S7. Elis. Do., tenements at Combe and Widoomba, to Biohaivl 
nes. 
Do., to Langford. 

80. Elii. Edmnnd Oolthnrst to Edward Hungerford, lands at 

daTorton near Bath. 

81. Elis. Do., Waloot Barton to Alex. Staples. 

10. (1607). A Letter, dated Dublin, 23 Sept., to John Hall, 

Esq., from James Ley, (afterwards Earl of Marlborough) 

then Chief Justice of the King's Bench in Ireland, to John 

Hall of Bradford, Esq. ; warning him and his brother 

magistrates to enforce the law against drunkards, 

especially in the town of Westbury, (for which he was 

sometime M.P,) 

" Onr town of Westbury hath need of you, to see to the oormption 
that useth to grow in suoh places. I pray you take some oars of our 
drinkers; and since the King hath made some good laws against 
that Tioa,I bopa that you that be migtatKates wiU nolsiifisK it to 
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•nozMMt mora than when there were no laws against it." [He then 
rallies him about some neglected commission.] "Because men 
break: their promises ordinarily at home, it is no marvel if faith be 
broken abroad, and with those that are divided both by sea and 
land." 

11. (1615). A letter from John Yewe to his ** Right worship- 
ful and very good Landlord Mr. John Hall, Esq., in 
Bradford." 

12. (1617). A letter to Sir James Ley of Westbnry, from 
Mrs. Melior Bampfield, widow of John Bampfield of 
Hardington, Go. Bom. Esq., oommenced against her by 
Mr. Hall of Bradford, for the recovery of £100, lent by 
him to her late husband. [Mr. Hall had called her a 
" most unoonsoionable woman."] 

13. (1621-1641). Letters of administration before Marmaduke 
Lymne in the court of John, Bishop of Salisbury, taken 
out by Elizabeth, (Brune) widow of John Hall, Esq. 

14. (1627). A warrant addressed to Henry Longe and others, 
signed by James Ley, William Poulett, and John Hall; 
to meet them at Trowbridge to hear the contents of 
certain letters received from the Lords of the Oouncil. 
Dated 27 August. 

16. (1668). A small pamphlet in black letter printed by 
Clarke, Smithfield, called, 

" The Bloody Apprentioe ezeented, being an aooount of a murder 
committed by Thomas Savage, a vintner's apprentice in Ratclifie, 
npon a fellow msid servant ; and how having been hanged and cut 
down, he revived and was hmged the second time, Dot. 28, 16C8." 

16. From some old Bate papers relating to Parishes in the 

neighbourhood of Bradford, we may collect the names of 

the principal landowners in those places at that time. 

1606. Wbstbuby Thomas Bennet, gent., (and in 

1608, Mrs. Margaret Bennet). 

Sir James Ley. Et. 

Jeffery Whitaker, (chief paymaster 

in 1608). 

John Lambe, Esq. 

Nicholas Phipps. 

Jeremy Horton, Oent. _ , 
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Bbooeb Wm. Jones, Esq., (Sir Edward 

Hungerford, 1608, Sir Jasper 
More, Et., and W. Jones). 

Pbnley Mrs. Bridget Eamley. 

DiLTON Anthony Selfe, 

Ghapmansladb Sir James Ley. 

Bbatton Sherston Bromwich, (Ann Brom- 

wich, 160b). 

1607. Bbouqhton and Edward Long. 
MoNKTON Mr. Bold. 

Mr. Horton. 

Nicolas Gore. 
South Wraxhall Sir Walter Long, Kt. 

Edward Graves. 
Atwobth ..... John Yerbury. 
BoBo' OF Bbadfobd John Hall, Esq. 

John Yewe, Gent. 

Thos. Reed, Vicar. 

Biohard Home. 

Thomas Yerbury. 

John Holton. 

John Druce, the tithes. 

Nicholas Snell. 
Ifobd&Westwood Tobias Horton. 

George Gompton. 
WiNBLHY John Raynold. 

Drew Druce. 

Stokb John Shute. 

Tbowlb Christopher Morris and John 

Powell. 

Leigh ft Woollet Bobert Browne, the tithes. 

John Roger, ditto. 

Holt John Grant, Thos. Chapman, and 

John Erie. 

Whaddon Edward Long, Gent. 

William Buckle, Clerk. 
PouLBHOT Edward Long. 

Ambrose Eamley. 
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Thb Manybbs Pbopbbtt in Bath. 

17. The next extracts throw some light upon a point in the 
topography of the City of Bath. It is well known that 
upon the ground south of the Abbey Churoh onoe stood 
the Priory of St. Peter and St. Paul, whose property 
inolttded all the space between the Churoh and the Biver, 
round to Bouthgate Street ; extending beyond the Biver to 
Prior Park, Lyncomb, and Widcombe. The Priory was 
" Toluntarily " surrendered by Wm. Hollwey the last 
Prior, on 27 January, 1689. A principal piUHshaser was 
one Matthew Colthurst. All that Oollinson then says of 
it, (Som. I. 68.) is that Colthurst « sold to Morley, from 
whom it descended to the Duke of Eingston." This of 
course refers to the well known extensive property in 
Bath now belonging to Earl Manvers, the present repre- 
sentative of the Duke. 

But from some remnants of old law papers rescued, 
amongst others, from the mice of Eingston House, it is 
clear that part at least, and probably the whole, of the 
Manvers property at Bath, had belonged to the Halb of 
Bradford; and that it passed from the Halls to the Dukes 
of Eingston and thence to Lord Manvers, exactly in the 
same way as Eingston House and the other large property 
at Bradford. 

In the following letter (written somewhat sentimentally 
for a matter of bargain and sale), one Patrick Sanders, 
M.D., applies to John Hall, Esq, of Bradford, for part of 
the Abbey Home and Orchard, then in his possession. 

"9, October, 1619. 
" The life of man whioh wanders throngh the body of earth until 
■he hath finished her peregrinations, doth at last retire to the heart, 
that " primum vivens " and ** ultimtun moriens" (that liveth soonest 
and dieth laUst), And so I toward the end of my days do desire to 
retire toward the same place where first I drew my breath. Baring 
heard that some things there are in yoor possession whioh might 
happily fit me, I was the rather moTed as well by reason of the 
situation as also in regard to that worth which I haye heard often to 
be in yourself, from whom I am confident to receiye all worthy and 
good conditions. Briefly, I have heard that the Ahhsy and ths Abbey 
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Orchard is to be lold, and some other thlngi near the Oity in yonr 
power to grant. Beoatue of mj profeosion I deeire to be in the house 
or part thereof, while Dr. Sherwood liyes.*' 

To this touching appeal Mr. Hall appears to have 
consented, but in proceeding to gratify the medical 
gentleman mth the ooyeted domicile near Dr. Sherwood, 
he foxmd himself suddenly entangled in the intricacies of 
the law. For the next fragment (dated the following year) 
reTeaJs a dispute about a certain way leading into the 
Abbey Orchard of St. Peter and St. Paul at Bath. The 
result of the dispute does not appear, and it is immaterial : 
enough remaining to show that Mr. Hall was possessor of 
part of the Abbey property. But as the papers contain 
some notices of the site of the Abbey^ which may be 
interesting to those who know Bath, it is worth the while 
to preserve their substance. 

(1620). The dispute in the first instance lay between the 
Mayor and Corporation, Plaintiffs; and John Biggs, 
Defendant. The claim on the part of the Oity was, that 
by Letters Patent dated 12 July, 6 Edw. VI. 1552, they 
had, upon petition, obtained for the purpose of founding a 
Grammar School, a grant from the Grown of all the lands 
in the Gity and Suburbs, lately belonging to the Priory, 
including the contested way into the Orchard. 

The case of the other party was, that long before the 
grant made to the Mayor and Gorporation, Henry VIII., 
by Letters Patent dated 16 March 1643, had granted to 
Humfrey Goles for the sum of £962 17s. 9d., the site of 
the said Priory, with eyery thing within the circuit of the 
said Priory. That Humfrey Goles on 18 March in the 
same year, 1543, sold the Orchard to Matthew Golthurst 
and his heirs: that it descended to Edmund Golthurst 
who 41 years afterwards, 1684, quietly enjoyed it as part 
of the Priory House. Edmund Golthurst mortgaged it to 

Sherston for £330, and John Hall, Esq,, redeemed it 

and had a conveyance. In 1611 Edmwnd Coltkurst and 
Henry his son sold it to John HaU and his heirs. That 
the Prior had no other Orchard, and that this way was 
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always aocounled part of his house, the windows of whioh 
opened into it. This part of the honse was palled down 
by Oolthnrst, and the ground thrown into the Orohard« 
The foundations were still to be seen within it. " The 
prior did use to sit there and view all the Orohard." A 
door opened from the Priory into it, and the way in was 
by a terrace made with arohes of stone, 40 foot long. 
That the Orchard was bounded on the North side by the 
ancient wall of the Priory, 20 foot high and 160 paces 
long, reaching to the Avon: on the South, by a great 
ditch betwixt the meadows called << The Ham," and the 
Orchard, and on the East by the Biyer. That the Prior 
and the Patterohes {ths Mofiks) and ever since their time 
the Golthursts, have enjoyed the fishing and cut down the 
trees these 80 years. That the Priory is situate within 
the Corporation of St. Peter and St. Paul, and is a 
privileged place of itself, not within the Corporation of 
the City of Bath : and when the Mayor of Bath came into 
the Priory, the Maces were put down and not carried 
before him. An exception was taken to the plaintiff's 
witnesses that they were Almsmen maintained by the 
Ahns of the City. 

Part of the Priory lay within the adjoining Parish of 
** St. James and Stall," which Colthurst had mortgaged 
in 1589 to Alexander Staples of Yate, Co. Gloucester. 

Then follows another document showing how John HcM 
of Bradford, was inyolved in a suit at law with the family 
of Staples. 

These extracts, we conceive, indicate very plainly, that 
the present property of Lord Manvers round the Abbey 
Church of Bath, must have been derived from the same 
source and through the same channels, as Kingston 
House, viz., the Halls of Bradford. J. E. J. 

[} The present owner a/nd occupier, by whom its becmty has 
been carefully cherished, is his son Mr. John Mouiton, In the 
last great Paris Exposition, this house was reprodidced in the 
*' English Pavilion, having been chosen as the best example of an 
BUMobethanor Jacobean mansion of mcderatesiMe"] See page UBS , 
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Horton Chantry, yalue, Ao, . . 116 
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Hospital, see 8. Margaret's 
Houlton's Charity .. ..188 
Howard, Sydney, Town Surveyor 69 

Architect of PubUo Baths .. 184 
Hungerford, Sir Thomas, gfyes 
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Endowments 188 
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Grants free election of Abbot 
toit 12 
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History 284 
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Pag4 

Palmer 141 

Palmson Money, meaning and 

probable origin . . . . 80 
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Tomb 141 

Stevens, William m. Mary 
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Tomb 141 
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Three Weeken Court . . . . 90 
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Tugwell's Charity .. .. 179 

Turbenrille, Sir John . . . . 190 
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Westwood, formerly in the 

Manor of Bradford . . 24 
Long held jointly with Bradford 24 

Separated 73 

Domesday entry .. 73 
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